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R o u t e  6 6  R e n d e z v o u s   

May your memories of the wonderful times 

you shared with your loved one comfort you 

and your family, today and always.  

R a y  T a t e  m e m o r i a l  

The annual Rt 66 Rendezvous was held in San Bernardino on October 2, 2021.  We 
had 3 Model A's there along with Monica Dirac's Jaguar.  Her Model A was having 
some fuel problems.  Rick Ballard was supposed to be there, but he had another  
commitment.  We had an excellent place to hang out, on the south side of 4th St      
between D St and Arrowhead Ave.  The sun was blocked by the large former 
newspaper building and the weather was warm but not oppressive.  
The event started with an optional poker run.  Rick Ballard won it in 2019 and Dan 
Deane won it in 2021.  That is two events in a row where the members of this club 
won the prize money for first place in the run (Cancelled in 2020).  It must be luck to 
own an A!  
The event had over 1000 cars registered, but it seemed like there were less.  That 
may be due to the spectator traffic being less than it has been in previous events.  
Our cars did stir some memories as we have folks tell us that their dad or other 
relative had a car just like ours.  The event was scheduled from 9 am to 9 pm but our 
group was gone by a little after 7 pm.  Richard and Cheri Bronstrup, Earl and Nancy 
Aceves, Dan and Rory Deane and Monica Dirac attended the event.  We hope to 
have more club members join us next year.  



 President’s Message 
reet ings Club Members  

Happy Hol idays,  
Firs t ,  I ’d  l ike  to  thank Dan Dean for 
set t ing up our  c lub 
members reservat ions 
for  Route 66 (October 
2nd) in San Bernardino. I t  
was a rea l ly n ice day 
and we a l l  had a great  
t ime.  
On October 9 th  some 
of  our  members [See 
Photos th is  Issue]  a t tended Ray 
Tate ’s  Memor ia l ,  in  High land.  I  
know that  Connie  and the fami ly 
apprec ia ted a l l  those that  were ab le 
to  a t tend.  
Make sure that  you put  on your 
ca lendar these upcoming events :  
November 11th  plan on at tend ing 
the Veterans Parade in  San 
Bernard ino.  and the Redlands 
Chr is tmas Parade as wel l  on 
December 4 th .  Plus,  we hope to 
see you at  our  Regular  Meet ing (a t  
the Women’s Club - 31st & E Street. San 
Bernardino) on December 14th,  at 6PM. 
We will be having a Christmas Potluck. 
Bring your favorite dish with something 
for 8 people. 
See the Steer ing Column Calendar 
for more information on these events.  
Stay Safe and Enjoy the Hol idays.  
  Richard Bronstrup 
     President 

 

The 2022 dues are now payable. Please 
make your $20.00 check payable to 
Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club and mail 
to the Treasurer or to our PO Box. Include 
physical address information for any PO Box 
before the end of the year to be included in 
the 2022 roster.  

 

                       Officers  

President - Richard Bronstrup 

Vice President - Earl Aceves 

Treasurer - Dan Deane 

Secretary - Monica Dirac 

                Board Members 

Member-at-Large - Mike Kaminski  

Member-at-Large - Laura Northrop 

Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez 

Committee Directors 

Historian - Edna Blackwell 

Hubley Derby - Vacant 

Installation / Holiday Banquet - Vacant 

MAFCA Rep - Vacant 

MAFCA Reporter - Vacant 

Membership - Edna Blackwell 

Model A-pparel - Laura Northrop 

Parades & Events - Vacant 

Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski 

Photographer - Michael Kaminski 

Raffles - Earl Aceves 

Refreshments - Nancy Aceves 

Sponsorship - Vacant 

Sunshine - Nancy Aceves 

Swap Meet - Richard Bronstrup 

Tech - Vacant 

TYHTB - Vacant 

Tour Coordinator - Vacant 

Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski 

Paradise Valley Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America 
Copyright — All rights reserved 

                 Birthdays 
08 Nov - Ernie Dierking 
13 Nov - Cheri Bronstrup 
14 Nov - Mark Sandefur 
16 Nov - Kirk Rhoda  

 

           Anniversaries 
 

http://www.dpaa.mil/


 Call to Order - Richard Bronstrup called the meeting to order at a little after 
6:00pm  (before I arrived - I was late), at the Women's Club, 503 W 31st St, San 
Bernardino, CA 92405, followed by the Flag Salute.  
Minutes - Monica Dirac - Cheri Bronstrup read the minutes from the Steering Column. 
Treasure's Report - Dan Deane - We have $4,906 in our checking account and 
$51.00 in petty cash, to give us a total of  $4,957. 
Birthdays and Anniversaries - Cheri read the list of birthdays and anniversaries 
from the Steering Column. 
Announcements - Richard Bronstrup - Phil Messenger reported that we had a 
good turn - out at the Hesperia Days Parade on the 18th September and that 
Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club won 1st place for Vintage Cars. 
 Dan Deane organized our participation in the 8th Annual Route 66 
Rendezvous, and made sure that we had an excellent location.  We were in the 
shade all day while the temperature soared into the 90s.  We had three Model As, 
Dan's double A, Earl's 1930 Tudor and Richard's 1930 Coupe.  Dan also brought 
two T Birds and a Ford Skyliner and I brought my '68 E type Jaguar.  My Model A 
was still suffering from junk in the fuel line.  Earl ended up driving home after dark 
with his original six volt system, the head lights are not very bright.  Foot traffic 
was down this year but it was still a good show with over 1,000 cars.   
 Ray Tate's memorial service was well attended, there was a Color Guard 
Salute.   Plenty of our Club members showed up including people who we don't 
see very often and there were also employees from the County who had worked 
with Ray. 
Events - 22nd October Pomona Chapter is having a Car Show at the Claremont 
Manor Senior Home from 3:00 - 5:00pm.  If you are interested in joining them let 
Richard know in advance. 
11th November, Redlands Veterans Day Parade at 7:30am. 
4th December, Redlands Christmas Parade. 
Christmas Party - most caterers require a minimum of 25 people so we will 
probably have our own pot luck at the Women's Club. 
Newsletter - Mike is still in Utah.  He has recovered from covid, but he was still 
feeling weak and then caught pneumonia.  His doctor does not want him to travel yet. 
Most of our Club members are now receiving their newsletter by e-mail.  This is 
saving the Club money. 
Tech Talk - Richard Bronstrup - MAFCA  recommends Les Andrews'  "Model A 
Ford Mechanics Handbook, a Complete Guide for Service and Maintenance".  If 
you are looking for parts for your Model A you may be able to find some for sale in 
Hot Rod Magazine.  Don't forget that Model As originally had a 6 volt system and -
ve ground.  Most people when they changed to a 12 volt system also changed to 
a +ve ground. 
Richard brought a refurbished Model A steering column that he had purchased 
from Steve Salazar for us to examine.  1928-1929 models had a seven tooth box 
and 1930-1931 had a two tooth box, they both take 600 weight oil.  These things 
are not easy to rebuild yourself but there is a place in Rubidoux, Straight Line 
Steering that can work on them for you.   Or you can send them to San Jose, but 
they are heavy and expensive to ship. 
Adjourn - 7:17pm  
          MFD.,,,,,,,,,,,
……………………….,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  
M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  

M i n u t e s  o f  1 2  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 1  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  



 

02 Nov Tue 6pm - PVMAFC Zoom Board Meeting 

09 Nov Tue 6pm - General Meeting & Officer Election 
Women’s Club 31st & E Street, S. B. 
This will be a raised hand nomination and election at the General Meeting. Either call 
Richard or email the club with your vote if you are not going to be present. 

11 Nov Thu - San Bernardino Veteran's Day Parade & TYHTB Jovi’s Diner 
Lineup: 7:30am, Start: 9am 7th Street and D Street, San Bernardino - Club fee: $0 

13 Nov Sat 9am - 4pm - Flabob Veterans Day 
Flabob Airport 4130 Mennes Avenue, Jurupa Valley, CA 

04 Dec Sat - Redlands Christmas Parade  
Lineup 4pm on State St. and Eureka St. - Parade: 6pm 
Club fee: $35 - deadline to Kiwanis Club for all entries is Nov 20, 2021.  
Don't forget your decorations and lights  

04 Dec Sat 7:30pm - After Parade Dinner  
Nick's Burgers 1626 W Redlands Blvd, Redlands  

05 Dec Sun - Board Members Installation Banquet CANCELLED  

07 Dec Tue 4pm - PVMAFC Zoom Board Meeting 

14 Dec Tue 6pm - Christmas Potluck 
Bring your favorite dish with something for 8 people. 

31 Dec Fri -  $20 Club Dues Payable 

04 Jan Tue 4pm - PVMAFC Zoom Board Meeting 

11 Jan Tue 6pm - General Meeting  
Women’s Club 31st & E Street, S. B. 

5 & 6 Apr 2022 - CCRG Paso Robles, CA  

12 - 17 Jun 2022 - 2022 National Convention • Kerrville, TX 
 

Rely on the Website for the most current information 
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Steering ColumnSteering Column 

Monthly meetings are held at 6:00pm on the second Tuesday of each month  
(except August and December which are at a different place and time) 

Women’s Club 
503 W 31st Street (31St & E St) 

San Bernardino, CA 92405  

2022 Club Member Dues 
For the previous two years the PVMAFC board decided not to charge club dues 
for the 2020 & 2021 calendar years. This decision was made because the Covid 
crisis had prevented the club from holding meetings, scheduling tours and events. 
At the recent board meeting, the decision was made to reinstate the annual 
dues of $20 and to have it payable by December 31, 2021. 
The board anticipates that along with our monthly meetings, that our events and 
tours will hopefully return to normal. 
 
Don’t forget that MAFCA dues are also payable.   

http://pvmafc.org/


Blast from the PastBlast from the Past  
From our August 1963 Steering Column newsletter 
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault 

NEW BOARD OF DIRECTOR 
 The club would like to thank Sam Hopper for his help 
with planning the club tours for the past few months. 
Brent Loomis is taking his place. Good luck Brent! 

 
WHAT THE SMOKE MEANS 

 Color will identify the cause of the  smoke coming from 
the exhaust of your car. A bluish or gray smoke is 
traceable to an an excess of oil getting passed the is a 
piston rings. A black smoke means there is too much 
gasoline in the mixture. 
 

POMONA VALLEY CHAPTER SWAP MEET AND 
EVENT'S DAY 

Strolling around the grounds at the Pomona swap meet 
were the Kitchens, Ganns, Browns, Jones, Hoons, and 
Stholers, and Mr. Appleby. Merle Smith was seen  
trying to run off with all the trophies for the Events.  
 

VACATIONERS 
Clyde Henderson and his family are touring Europe for 
one month.Fred and Lucille Twist are going to Alaska 
for one month and the girls are going to spend that time 
with their grandparents in Yreka. 
The Loomis family is going to make another try make 
another try for Mount Shasta. Better luck this time. 
Not exactly on vacation is my better half, who is 
spending 4 months at the California Highway Patrol 
Academy in Sacramento. 
 

HARD AND SOFT WATER 
Your vacation trip by motor is likely to take you through 
territory that has a wide range of water, varying from the 
extremely hard to the extremely soft, points out the 
national Automobile Club. 
Hard water, it should be borne in mind, contains it's 
hardness from various deposits in it that are likely to 
leave a scale in the radiator and cooling system..If it is 
used excessively, have the system drained and flushed 
at the end of the trip. 
 

JULY POKER RUN 
The Poker Run was a big success this year with 17 cars 
showing up. It took about two hours for Smiths, Hoon's, 
Stevens, Hoppers, O’Hars, Mills, Stholers, Jones, 
Hendricks, Ray Loomis, Twiss, Lowe, Brett Loomis, 
Baxter, de Creveceur and Bailey to make their five 
stops. 
 Merle Smith won 1st place receiving a set of step-
plates. Ray de Crevecoeur got the floor mats for 
second. Evert Mills received a center bumper bracket 
for third (You might know he'd win something) Ray 
Loomis won fourth, a Model “A” Service Bulliten which 
was donated by the Antique and Classic Cars, 4550 
Van Buren Blvd in Arlington, Phone 6896393. 
 

 CLASSIFIED 
Desperately wanted !!! ‘30 right running board and 
splash pan. Contact Neil Gann, 711 S. Laurel, Yu  4- 5554. 

Origins of the Ahoogah 
by Joe Wilson 

Pioneers in car-horn technology included 
Miller Reese Hutchison, an avid inventor 
who later became chief engineer for 
Thomas Edison’s laboratory in West 
Orange, New Jersey. Among Hutchison’s 
many inventions - which, ironically, also 
included an early hearing-aid device - 
was his car horn that would become 
synonymous with an entire era. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Klaxon, which he patented in 1908, 
was Hutchison’s most recognizable 
contribution to the car world. This unique-
sounding device became as ubiquitous as 
the Ford Model T to which it was 
frequently attached. In cities around the 
world, the Model T’s signature sound was 
the klaxon’s unforgettable ahooga. 
What gave the klaxon its unique sound? 
“There’s a diaphragm that gets struck by 
teeth on a rotating wheel,” Anderson 
explained. “There’s an electric motor that 
drives it, but as the wheel comes up to 
speed you have that ahoo, and as it 
slows back down, that gah sound to it.” 
After jumping from the Ford Model T to 
the Model A, the klaxon horn began to 
fade away by the 1930s. In its place 
arrived simpler electric horns which, by 
and large, have remained relatively the 
same up to the present day. 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in 
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is 
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for 
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the 
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The 
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions 
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us. 
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the 
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source. 



 

                                                  The last Word About Fluid Leaks                                    Chris Wickckersham 

A Model A Ford should not leak fluids, maybe a drop or two but not leave a puddle every 
time it is parked. When our Model A’s left the factory, there was not a trail of oil or water 
behind. Over the past three months we discussed engine oil leaks, water leaking from the 
cooling system and gas leaking from the fuel system. We talked about what may be 
causing the leaks and possible solutions. Now that we have all of these leaks repaired, we 
can then move onto three other components that are prone to leaking fluids. 
First, let us consider the steering gear. It is not uncommon for the steering gear to leak oil around the 
horn rod and into the head light switch assembly. This not only makes a mess but often the headlight 
switch will not work because the switch contacts are all coated with oil. 
Originally, there was a cork seal that fitted around the horn rod 
and prevented oil from leaking from the steering gear and into 
the switch but eventually, the cork would fail and the oil would 
leak into the switch housing. Ford continued the same head light 
switch design well into the late thirties but designed a tube that fit 
around the horn rod that prevented oil from leaking into the head 

light switch. Tube 
assemblies that will 
replace the original cork 
seal for both the early seven tooth and the later two 
tooth steering gears are available from most parts 
suppliers. 
Another place the steering gear may 

be leaking is around the sector shaft. O rings and seals are available that 
may helpthis situation. If the sector bushings are tight and the proper 600W 
oil is used, most steering gears will not leak. For the steering gears that do 
leak, you may try using a semi fluid grease such as Penrite 1500W. This semi 
fluid grease will still flow and allow adequate lubrication of the internal 
components but will not drip or leak. 
The second component that may be leaking oil is the transmission. If there is 

evidence of oil leaking from the drain hole in 
the bottom of the flywheel housing it may be 
transmission oil. This is often caused by oil 
leaking around the shift rails and into the bell 
housing. To correct this, Mitchell 
Manufacturing makes a seal kit that seals the shifter rail 
clearance holes in the bell housing. This kit can be 
installed when the engine and transmission are in place in 
the car but it is much easier to install when the bell housing 
is not attached to the engine. 
Another common place for the transmission to leak is 
around the cluster and reverse 
idler shaft holes in the rear of 

the transmission case. There is a kit available to cover and seal 
this area. This is not difficult to install, just be sure to carefully 
follow the instructions. 
The last component that can cause a problem with leaking oil is 
the rear end assembly. The most common problem area is oil 
leaking where the axle housings bolt to the center housing. 
This is a difficult area to repair as often it requires 
disassembling the rear axle assembly and replacing the gaskets. Sometimes a leak may be 
stopped by just tightening all the bolts but if the leak is severe, it may require major work to 
correct. 
So put your coveralls on and get under your Model A. With a little effort and a few parts, 
often a lot of fluid leaks in your Model A can be repaired. You will have a cleaner garage 
floor and you will not have to hear about your Model A leaving a puddle every place it is 
parked. 
Tech Tip 
It is not advised to use chassis grease in the steering gear of a Model A. This thick grease 
will “channel” and move away from the components as the steering gear is used and will 
not flow back and keep everything well lubricated. Use 600W oil or a semi fluid grease. 

T 
he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a 
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event.  The Bone 
is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper until 

awarded to another vehicle. 



Model A Model A --  pparelpparel  
 

 

1931
1931  1928

1928   

Button up , it’s cold outside... 
These coats were advertised in the 
Charles Williams Stores catalog for 
1928 appealed to women across the 
country, hungry for New York City 
fashion that couldn’t be gotten in 
either the Sears-Roebuck or 
Montgomery-Ward catalogs since 
they are based in Chicago. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
A touch of fur, from like real 
animals, added to the appeal 
of these coats, where the 
market could bear up to 
$15.98 for their finest grade 
Bolivia. And who wouldn’t 
want the finest grade Bolivia, 
since the stock market crash 
was still several months in 
the future. 
The Charles Williams stores 
were established in 1913 
with capitalization of 
$1,000,000, and carried 
eveything that Sears and 
Monkey Wards did, but with 
the New York attitude. 
Apparently, that attitude 
doesn’t give even a well 
capitalized outfit the staying 
power of… never mind. 



 Support Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors  

 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The 
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link 
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If 
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship. 

2019 

P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  
P . O .  B o x  1 1 2 0  
R i a l t o ,  C A  9 2 3 7 7 - 1 1 2 0  
p v m a f c @ g m a i l . c o m  

https://www.aaaplumbingheatingair.com/
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://sites.google.com/site/arizonamodela/
http://pvmafc.org/

