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September 18th was the annual Hesperia Day Parade and the day we were out for the 
International Model A Ford Day. 

Five cars were scheduled to participate, but Shawn Benson had something come up and 
was unable to make it.  Monica Dirac started up the Cajon pass,  but had car trouble 
along the way and had to turn back home.  Phil and Shirley had a full car with their 
grandchildren Gabe, Roxy and Mya in the rumble seat.  Tom and Judy Spurlin 
brought Mike Racobs along with their daughter Melissa and grandson, Sean in their car. 

The Elgan family came but Emily rode on the float for her 
school along with her daughter Ava, so Dan let Spurlin's 
son-in-law Lee, ride shot gun and daughter Olivia and 
Olivia's friend Kennedy in the rumble seat.  14 people in 3 
cars, we were ready to roll. 

 

 

 

After the parade, we all went to lunch at the Spring House 
Restaurant.  Phil's son Phillip and Granddaughter Kendal 
joined in and Emily and Ava came later, as their float was 
much further back in the parade. 

H e s p e r i a  D a y s  P a r a d e  
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N o  S p e e d i n g  T i c k e t !N o  S p e e d i n g  T i c k e t !N o  S p e e d i n g  T i c k e t !  

Phil set up a private tour after lunch at "The Hotwheel House".  The owner, Mike is a 
collector and seller of rare hot wheel cars and other die-cast cars, miniature gas pumps 
and antiques.  This house was purchased just to display his collection with every inch of 
wall and floor space covered, including the kitchen, bathrooms and refrigerator.  After the 
tour, the kids (including the big kids) rummaged through the "not so rare" boxes for 
souvenir cars to take home.  Phil bought a 1931 Roadster he found in the refrigerator 
and 400-A.  If anyone is interested in buying cars contact Phil. 

 

The next day we checked the 
local newspaper for judging 
results and Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club won first 
place for vintage cars in the 
wheels division. 

.                                              Shirley Messenger 

 

 

The CHP was nice to stay with Monica and Laura til AAA came to tow them back to 
Monica’s place. Monica knew Laura was going up to Hesperia for the parade to take 
pictures for the newsletter.  She called and invited Laura to ride with her.  WELL, they 
started off from Monica’s house okay, but getting on the freeway the car started acting up 
like a bad fuel line, go... stop... go... stop.  It did this for quite awhile and the CHP officer 
got them off the freeway at the Cleghorn exit and called for help.  So no parade. Laura Northrop 

And the rest of the story:  
I figured out what the problem with my car is.  When I tried to drain the gas tank it took 
hours and hours and hours until I decided to disconnect the electric shut off for the gas 
line that Dan Alford had installed for me.  It must have been chocked with crap.  I also 
found that the filter in my cast iron sediment bowl was completely full of very fine black 
sand.  I also took the carburetor apart.  Dan has very kindly offered to stop by next week 
and help me put everything back together again.     

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M o d e l  A  F o r d  D a y   



 President’s Message 
reet ings Club Members  

Well, it’s already October and the 
leaves are falling. Halloween is just 
around the corner. The 
club has a new recipient 
of the bone award your 
president had a dead 
battery at Route 66 car 
show last week and had 
to hand crank it to get it 
home.  This award has 
not been given to anyone in two 
years. There was a second runner up! 
Monica had a plugged gas line in 
Cajon Pass on the way to Hesperia 
Days parade and had to be towed 
home. So she drove her Jaguar to the 
Route 66 car show. 
For those of you who weren’t able to 
attend Ray Tate‘s memorial on 
October 9th, it was well attended by 
our car club.  Continue to keep 
Connie and family in your thoughts 
and prayers. 

Stay safe!   Richard Bronstrup 
     President 
 

The 2023 dues are now due. Please 
make your $20.00 check payable to 
Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club 
and send to our PO Box.  

Include physical address information for PO Box     
before the end of the year to be 
included in the 2023 roster.  

 

                       Officers  

President - Richard Bronstrup 

Vice President - Earl Aceves 

Treasurer - Dan Deane 

Secretary - Monica Dirac 

                Board Members 

Member-at-Large - Mike Kaminski  

Member-at-Large - Laura Northrop 

Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez 

Committee Directors 

Historian - Edna Blackwell 

Hubley Derby - Vacant 

Installation / Holiday Banquet - Vacant 

MAFCA Rep - Vacant 

MAFCA Reporter - Vacant 

Membership - Edna Blackwell 

Model A-pparel - Laura Northrop 

Parades & Events - Vacant 

Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski 

Photographer - Michael Kaminski 

Raffles - Earl Aceves 

Refreshments - Nancy Aceves 

Sponsorship - Vacant 

Sunshine - Nancy Aceves 

Swap Meet - Richard Bronstrup 

Tech - Vacant 

TYHTB - Vacant 

Tour Coordinator - Vacant 

Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski 

  Birthdays 
07 Oct - Daniel Elgan  
14 Oct - Al Spawton 
17 Oct - Anna Ward 
18 Oct - Barbara Poole 
26 Oct - LeeAnn Northrop 
 

       Anniversaries 

01 Oct - Messenger, Phil & Shirley 
03 Oct - Spurlin, Thomas & Judy 
21 Oct - Serrano, David & Mary 
23 Oct - Ballard, Rick & Marlene 
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 Call to Order - Richard Bronstrup called the meeting to order at 6:08pm, at the 
Women's Club, 503 W 31st St, San Bernardino, CA 92405, followed by the Flag 
Salute.  We had 12 members present. 
Birthdays and Anniversaries - Cheri Bronstrup read the September birthdays 
and anniversaries from the Newsletter. 
Treasure's Report - Dan Deane - We have $5,076.06 in the bank and $51.00 in 
petty cash. 
Announcements - Richard Bronstrup - Last month we had our annual Pizza 
Party at the Women's Club.  We all had a good time chatting with other members. 
It was good to see old friends again during this pandemic.  There was plenty to 
eat, a variety of pizzas plus lots of side dishes and delicious deserts brought by 
members.  
Newsletter - Mike has been doing a valiant job editing our Newsletter despite 
being sick with covid, even after being fully vaccinated.  We all send our best 
wishes to Mike and hope to see him soon! 
Events - Hesperia Days will be held on 18th September.  If you are interested in 
participating contact Phil Messenger.  
Route 66 Rendezvous 7th October - Dan Deane has been organizing our 
reservation, there is one empty space left. 
Claremont Car Show - 22nd October at Claremont Manner. hosted by the 
Pomona Club.  All participants must be vaccinated.  If you are interested, talk to 
Richard ahead of time so they can make your name badge.   
Redlands Veterans Day Parade - 11th Nov - details are in the Steering Column. 
The Pomona Club is planning a three-day weekend to Laughlin in March 2022, 
the hotel cost will be $79/night. 
New Business - Ray Tate's memorial service will be on 9th October at the 
Highland American Legion, 28309 E. Highland Ave.  Parking is limited.  Sadly Ray 
died suddenly in a restroom, it was quite a shock for Connie. 
Our membership is down and Richard would like to increase membership and 
encourage more members to come to our meetings.  If anyone has any 
suggestions, bright ideas, let Richard know.  Dan suggested some new flyers, 
Cheri will look into designing and having them printed. 
Tech Talk - Trouble shooting for your Model A.  Richard recommended Les 
Andrews' "Model A Ford Mechanics Handbook, a Complete Guide for Service and 
Maintenance" 5th printing 2002.  This is Richard's favorite edition.  (I have been 
busily studying it after Laura and I failed to make it up the Cajon Pass in my Sport 
Coupe last month, for the Hesperia Days Parade.  The car ran very slowly, a fuel 
problem). 
Richard strongly recommended using original parts when repairing your A rather 
than reproduction and to always carry an extra condenser especially during 
parades. 
Adjourn - 7:18pm          MFD 

P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  
M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  

M i n u t e s  o f  1 4  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 1  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  

 
Due to the pandemic, many of the clubs activities had to be                                                    
cancelled. Without having an in-person meeting, a printed newsletter, 
Pizza in the Park, the Holiday Banquet etc., member dues for the past 2 
years was suspended.  
The club still required Insurance during this period and the loss of      
income from the swapmeet has drawn our available balance sheet to 

the point where member dues are once again needed. 
We hope that you will support the club once again with your $20 yearly dues, as we 
get back to normal.    



 

02 Oct Sat (all day) - San Bernardino Route 66 Car Show  
downtown San Bernardino  

05 Oct Tue 4pm - PVMAFC Zoom Board Meeting 

09 Oct Sat 1:30pm - Ray Tate service  
American Legion Hall Post Number 421 28309 E Highland Ave, Highland 

12 Oct Tue 6pm - General Meeting  
Women’s Club 31st & E Street, S. B. 

02 Nov Tue 4pm - PVMAFC Zoom Board Meeting 

09 Nov Tue 6pm - General Meeting & Officer Election 
Women’s Club 31st & E Street, S. B. 
This will be a raised hand nomination and election at the General Meeting. Either call 
Richard or email the club with your vote if you are not going to be present. 

11 Nov Thu - Redlands Veteran's Day Parade & TYHTB 
Lineup: 7:30am, Start: 9am Redlands High School - Club fee: $20 
10:30am TYHTB 

13 Nov Sat 9am - 4pm - Flabob Veterans Day  
Flabob Airport 4130 Mennes Avenue, Jurupa Valley, CA 

04 Dec Sat - Redlands Christmas Parade  
Lineup 4pm on State St. and Eureka St. - Parade: 6pm 
Club fee: $35 - deadline to Kiwanis Club for all entries is Nov 20, 2021.  
Don't forget your decorations and lights  

04 Dec Sat 7:30pm - After Parade Dinner  
Nick's Burgers 1626 W Redlands Blvd, Redlands  

05 Dec Sun - Board Members Installation Banquet CANCELLED  

07 Dec Tue 4pm - PVMAFC Zoom Board Meeting 

14 Dec Tue 6pm - General Meeting - NO meeting on this day  

31 Dec Fri -  $20 Club Dues  

5 & 6 Apr 2022 - CCRG Paso Robles, CA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rely on the Website for the most current information 
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Monthly meetings are held at 6:00pm on the second Tuesday of each month  
(except August and December which are at a different place and time) 

Women’s Club 
503 W 31st Street (31St & E St) 

San Bernardino, CA 92405  

http://pvmafc.org/


 

Other than oil leaking from the engine, the next most common area for leaks is the cooling 
system which includes the radiator, hoses, water pump, cylinder head and the engine block 
itself. 
Leaks from the radiator hoses can often be cured by tightening the hose clamps, however 
often the hose clamps are in poor condition or the poor quality replacement clamps will not 
grip tightly all the way around the hose. For owners who are not involved in 
showing their Model A and do not need the original type clamps, the more 
modern stainless steel worm screw type band clamps that are readily available 
at most hardware and auto parts stores. These hold much better and can be 
used over and over. For those who want to look of original Model A hose 
clamps, good quality reproductions are available from the better parts suppliers. 
If tightening the clamp does not correct a leak, take a good look at the hose 
itself. Radiator hoses do not last forever and a cracked or deteriorated hose 
should be replaced before it becomes a major problem. 
If properly taken care of, radiators will give many years of good service but they also do not 
last forever. If the radiator in your Model A is old and has been leaking, it may be time to 
consider having it re-cored or replaced all together. A new or rebuilt radiator will also cool 
the engine better. Minor leaks in the tanks or a soldered joint can sometimes be easily 
repaired. A good heavy duty soldering iron and some solder may be all that is necessary. 
Just be sure the area to be repaired is absolutely clean and well tinned by using a good 
flux. I have repaired some leaks in the upper tank without removing the radiator from the 
car. Just be sure you drain the coolant first or you may never get the area hot enough to 
solder. 
Another component of the cooling system that will leak is the water pump. As originally 
designed, the Model A water pump had a packing gland or nut where the shaft entered the 
rear of the housing. This gland was packed with a graphite impregnated material that would 
provide a seal around the shaft. A drop or two of coolant occasionally leaking around the 
shaft at the packing nut is not uncommon and usually the packing nut can be tightened to 
reduce or stop the leak. A better and more permanent solution is to install a redesigned 
water pump that has an actual seal around the shaft. “Leakless” water pumps that 
incorporate a permanent seal are offered by the vendors. You can also buy a kit to rebuild 
your water pump and convert it to the “leak-less” permanent seal design. 
Coolant leaks that involve the head gasket can be more difficult to deal with. Head 
gaskets can either leak externally or internally or both. A lot of Model A engines 
have evidence of a minor coolant leak where the head meets the block, especially 
on the left side of the engine. This will appear as some corrosion or deposits along 
the head gasket line. Most of the time a little seepage will not harm anything and if 
you are lucky, it can be cured by re-torquing the head nuts. If coolant is actually 
leaking from the head gasket, changing the head gasket is usually the only 
solution. Minor external head gasket leaks can sometimes be cured with radiator 
stop leak. 
A more serious problem is where coolant is leaking internally into the combustion 
chamber of the engine. This is usually the result of a failed head gasket or a crack in the 
block or head casting. Combustion chamber leaks can usually be identified by evidence of 
coolant or rust on one or more of the spark plugs and water droplets or steam from tail pipe 
after the engine is at operation temperature. Using a “Combustion Leak 
Test Kit” to check for the presence of carbon monoxide gas in the coolant 
will confirm this problem. These kits are not expensive and are available at 
most auto parts stores. Please note that it is normal to have some moisture 
exit the tail pipe when the engine is first started and warmed up. 
Combustion chamber coolant leaks are usually accompanied by poor 
running or a chronic overheating problem. 
Other internal engine coolant leaks can also occur where the coolant leaks 
directly into the valve chamber or crankcase and mixes with the oil. The 
engine may run fine but the oil is “milky” in appearance and the oil level on 
the dip stick increases as more coolant leaks into the engine. This is most always a result 
of an internal crack, is often difficult to repair and usually requires disassembly of the 
engine. “Block Seal” may stop an internal leak if the crack is not too large and may provide 
several years of service before a more permanent repair is required. Just be sure to 
carefully follow the directions when using any kind of block sealers or coolant stop leaks. 

T 
he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a 
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event.  The Bone 
is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper until 

awarded to another vehicle. 
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Dickies - An Old time Name Brand 
Makes History 

So, what about those Dickies? I imagine 
that many of you are familiar with the 
Dickies brand of work garments. Well, the 
origins of the Williamson-Dickie 
manufacturing company has transformed 
itself from a small bib overall company to 
the largest workwear manufacturer in the 
world! 
The famous brand is sold in every state in 
America. Dickies now offers a broad 
spectrum of work garments ranging from 
work pants and work shirts to denim jeans 
and women’s workwear. Since it’s 
beginnings in 1922, every piece of Dickies 
workwear has stood for the quality, 
toughness, and pride that embodies the 
spirit of the American worker. 

I always enjoy checking them out when I 
see them in Sears, and the K- Mart up in 
Big Bear Lake! I like to compare them with 
the other brands of workwear clothing that I 
find. I have noticed that many of the other 
brands offered don’t seem to be nearly as 
well made for work purposes. Dickies have 
more seams, and tougher thread than many 
of the others. They are also priced at a 
lower point price while serving those 
wanting work clothing that will hold up for 
years of hard wear! C.M. Williamson and 
E.E. “Colonel” Dickie began their business 
careers in Bryan, Texas. In 1918 they made 
what turned out to be a momentous 
decision when they and a few friends 
established the U.S. Overall Company. 

Then, in 1922, C.Don Williamson joined 
with his father and cousin to buy 100% of 
the overall company on a one- third-each 
basis and renamed it Williamson-Dickie 
Manufacturing Company. 
From its early years Williamson-Dickie 
enjoyed steady growth, slowed only by the 
Great Depression, and World War ll, the 
company was sequestered to produce 
millions of uniforms for the nation’s armed 
forces. In converting to civilian production 
after the war, C. Don Williamson began a 
strategy of geographical enterprise, and 
established new production facilities, 
warehouses, and sale territories throughout 
the United States. 
In the late 1950’s, Williamson-Dickie 
became an international company by 
expanding into the European market — 
where Texas oilmen introduced the Dickies 
brand to Middle Eastern oil fields. 
While Williamson-Dickie began as a bib 
overall company, today it has grown to be 
the number one manufacturer of work 
apparel worldwide. By continually 
expanding and updating its selection, 
Williamson-Dickie now offers work shirts to 
items such as women’s workwear, chore 
coats, and denim jeans. I say, watch out 
Levi’s, you might just have been out- 
toughed by Williamson Dickie AKA “ 
Dickies”! Today Dickies can be purchased 
in South Africa, Russia, Chile, Japan, 
Iceland, Canada, Europe and Mexico. 
So, please consider, when selecting your 
next set of workwear, the Dickies brand as 
its got what it takes to hold up to work on 
Model A’s, which I suspect many of you 
might find interesting, and useful! 



 Support Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors  

 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The 
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link 
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If 
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship. 
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