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R a y m o n dR a y m o n dR a y m o n d    H .  T a t eH .  T a t eH .  T a t e  

 

Ray was 85 years old, just 5 days 
short of his 18 May birthday when 
he passed away on 13 May. He was 
a 25 year club member, joining in 
1996. He had sold his Model A 
Pickup but was still an active club 
member and being Club President 
in 1999 - 2000. 

Our sympathy to his family,  
Constance Tate, Connie Tate, Scott 

     Tate and the rest of his family. 

11 members met at Jovi's Diner for our monthly TYHTB. 
After a short wait, the staff cleared a table big enough for our 

group. As we chatted with each other, 
we enjoyed the setting and a nice meal.  
Jovi's had completed a nice makeover 
by remodeling the diner in a 50’s and 
Route 66 theme with classic car 
photos etc. It has been a long time since 
our last get-together and without masks!  
After our meal, we cruised over to the Norton Museum, met with 
the staff and told some “war stories”. We are still looking for a 
location for the swapmeet but need ideas. 
We now have the rest of the year to plan our next events. If you 

have any suggestions for any new fun ideas, pass them on. 

T a k e  Y o u r  H o n e y  t o  B r u n c h  T a k e  Y o u r  H o n e y  t o  B r u n c h  T a k e  Y o u r  H o n e y  t o  B r u n c h   

PVMAFC club members attended the May general 
meeting at a new place and time, the San Bernardino 
Women's Club at 6 p.m. It was the first meeting that was 
attended since the covid pandemic interrupted our usual 
monthly meetings. It was a pleasure to see all the 
members that were able to attend.  
Unfortunately the annual swap meet will be canceled 
again this year because the Little League is still not 
allowing any events. 

G e n e r a l  M e e t i n gG e n e r a l  M e e t i n gG e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  



 

 

 Birthdays 
02 Jun - Cal Knauer 
03 Jun - Wilham, Lina 
06 Jun - Jo Dierking 
07 Jun - Dennis Emmanuel 
09 Jun - Mike Racobs  
18 Jun - Tom Valdez 
23 Jun - Glenn Stewart 
24 Jun - Nancy Aceves 
30 Jun - Julie Sandefur       

           Anniversaries 

01 Jun - Schubert, Bill & Lynda 
13 Jun - Fehler, Bob & Helen  
20 Jun - Schneider, Phil & Marsha 
23 Jun - Dierking, Ernie & Jo 
29 Jun - Alford, Dan & Cathy 

                       Officers  

President - Richard Bronstrup 

Vice President - Earl Aceves 

Treasurer - Dan Deane 

Secretary - Monica Dirac 

                Board Members 

Member-at-Large - Mike Kaminski  

Member-at-Large - Laura Northrop 

Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez 

Committee Directors 

Historian - Edna Blackwell 

Hubley Derby - Vacant 

Installation / Holiday Banquet - Vacant 

MAFCA Rep - Vacant 

MAFCA Reporter - Vacant 

Membership - Edna Blackwell 

Model A-pparel - Laura Northrop 

Parades & Events - Vacant 

Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski 

Photographer - Michael Kaminski 

Raffles - Earl Aceves 

Refreshments - Nancy Aceves 

Sponsorship - Vacant 

Sunshine - Nancy Aceves 

Swap Meet - Richard Bronstrup 

Tech - Vacant 

TYHTB - Vacant 

Tour Coordinator - Vacant 

Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski 

President’s Message 
reet ings Club Members  

It feels like Summer is here. 
I hope everyone enjoys our 
Hobby night at our June 
meeting. We have an 
upcoming parade on the 
Fourth of July in 
Highland.  Our Swap Meet 
for this year has been 
canceled. The Little League 
headquarters will not allow 
any rentals at this time. So, 
we hope we can schedule our September 
2022 Swap Meet soon. Our Christmas party 
in December is not quite finalized yet but we 
will let you know in a future issue of the 
Steering Column when it will be. 
On a very sad note we lost a long time 
member & past president of our club, Ray 
Tate. Our sympathy goes out to Connie and 
the family. 

Richard Bronstrup 
     President 

Tue 8 Jun 6pm - PVMAFC General Meeting 
31st & E Street, S. B. 

Sun 4 Jul 9:00am - Highland Independence Day Parade 
Baseline St at Church Ave, Highland 

Sun 4 Jul 10:30am - Take Your Honey To Brunch 

Tue, 13 Jul 6pm - PVMAFC General Meeting 
31st & E Street, S. B. 

Paradise Valley Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America 
Copyright — All rights reserved 

http://www.dpaa.mil/


 

Painting The Distributor 
 BY TOM ENDY  

T 
he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a 
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event.  The Bone 
is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper until 

awarded to another vehicle. 

An old rusty cruddy distributor found at a swap 

meet that will sell for less than $10 is hard to 

pass up, especially if you own a bead blaster. If 

the housing is not cracked around the bushings 

and the ears are not broken off they can be 

made to look like new again and put back into 

service for little cost. After disassembly the 

housing should be de-greased and the bushings 

carefully removed without cracking the housing. 

A 1/4" drill bit should be run through the oilier 

port to push the usual accumulated crud out. 

Bushings can be installed and reamed either 

before or after painting. It is important that the 

housing be properly prepared prior to painting. 

Crucial areas should be masked off for ground-

ing purposes. Carefully mask off the bottom of 

the housing where it sits on the engine head. 

This includes the area that sits flush on the 

head and the portion that extends down into the 

head. Mask off the little locating pin on the bot-

tom of the housing as well. Mask off the top of 

the shaft tunnel where the point cam sits. Cut a 

small rectangular piece of masking tape and 

carefully place it over the screw hole where the 

ground strap of the condenser attaches. This is 

for the purpose of providing a good ground con-

nection. With a pair of tweezers carefully push 

small pieces of paper towel into the two screw 

holes where the lower plate mounts and into the 

oilier hole to prevent paint clogging. Obtain a 

3\8" pipe plug from your favorite hardware store 

and screw it into the boss for the ignition cable. 

This will prevent paint from getting on the 

threads and will provide a solid ground. Take a 

short length of insulated wire, about 16 gauge 

and press it into the circular slot where the up-

per plate resides. This area is an important 

ground for the upper plate and it should not be 

clogged with paint. The housing is ready for 

painting. Black Rustoleum works very well.  

 
A 3\8" pipe plug and a length of insulated wire.  

A cruddy swap meet distributor bead blasted 

and ready for masking and painting.  

The finished product after painting. 



Model A Model A --  pparelpparel  
 

 

1931
1931  1928

1928   

Fashions Were Changing 
Twenties fashion is often remembered for its 
glitz and glamour, though underlying this was a 
move toward simplicity in dress. For women 
this meant shorter skirts and simple shapes, 
while men enjoyed casual suits. 
At the dawn of the 1920’s the world was still 
reeling and recovering from the First World 
War. The conflict, which ended just over a year 
before the new decade began, had a 
fundamental and irreversible effect on society, 
culture and fashion. 
Essential to these new styles was a simplicity 
that hadn’t previously been seen in women’s 
fashions within the previous 500 or so years, 
and really not since classical fashion in Greece!  
Magazine in the 1920s: 
“Development of a more 
convenient, modern female 
wardrobe was a major trend 
of the 1920s and was 
achieved through the 
progressive simplification of 
dress as the decade 
advanced - a rejection of 
formality and multiple 
layers, in favor of comfort 
and a lighter, more 
natural effect.” 
This simplicity created 
the popular tubular       
“la garçon” look that 
dominated much of the 
decade. Also known as 

the flapper, the look 
typified 1920s dress 
with a dropped waist 
and creeping hemlines 
that could be created in 
economical fabrics. 
Coco Chanel, helped 
popularize this style and 
was a prominent designer 
during the period. 
 

Both waistlines and hemlines followed similar 
projections throughout the decade, as 
waistlines dropped until 1923 before beginning 
to rise again in 1928, while hemlines rose until 
1926, when they started to fall again. 
In evening wear dresses sometimes still 
reached the ground, though many of the 
popular styles followed the hemline trends of 
day wear. While simplicity in construction was 
key to both day and evening wear benefited 
from ornate decoration: beadwork, sequins, 
and embroidery all helped the glamorous looks 
of the decade. Evening dresses made of silk 
and rhinestones with long, full skirts were 
romantic and stunning!                      Susan Homet 



Blast from the PastBlast from the Past  
From our June 1963 Steering Column newsletter 
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault 

Oak Grove Tour 
Lowell Burt the Ganns and the Palmers left Ontario 
around 7:11 a.m. and drove to Snows but we had no 
mishaps. At Snow’s, we met the Hendricks, Brent 
Loomis, Ray Loomis, Hoppers, Mills, and Twiss. We left 
together around 8:30 and headed through Riverside, 
where we picked up the Kitchens in their De Soto, and 
then out on to Highway 395. 
We arrive in the thriving metropolis of Temecula (pop 
207) around 10:00 and immediately invaded the       B 
Bar H Cafe for coffee, sweet rolls and pancakes. We 
left the cafe around 10:30 leaving a great stack of cups 
and a blaring juke box. 
We pulled into Oak Grove camp grounds to find a park 
full of trailers and campers, but after having a few 
choice words with a subordinate ranger about not 
answering our correspondence pertaining to the camp 
grounds, the ranger in charge appeared and said he 
would set us up. He brought over some camp tables 
along with two traisiers and a table from his own home 
for us to use and we were all set. Camp was set up and 
lunch served. 
After lunch recreation facilities were brought out which a 
Tote Goat scooter was one. John Hendricks promptly 
set out to try and straighten Neal Ganns left rear fender 
with it. Luckily, car and John escaped injury. Sam 
Hopper, not to be outdone, showed John how to do a 
forward summersault and swan dive when he headed 
out through the tall timbers. 
At this point of the game, a camper near by, a Mr. C. R. 
Ab, came over to give us a couple of pointers on Tote 
Goat riding and on camping out. Mr. C. R. AB, a great 
admirer of Model A’s, raises a pet gopher for his hobby. 
Camp life went into full swing with tents being put up, 
sleeping bags being rolled out, the ring of horseshoes in 
the bakc ground and the smell of the cooking fires 
starting up, when the President and his family came 
tooling in. (around 3:30) 
The women, with assembly line production, set up a 
meal fit for Kings in no time at all. The only sound was 
that of forks hitting plates and everytime an elbow bent 
a mouth opened. I hope everyone enjoyed the meal as 
much as we did. 
After dinner, the women gathered together for some 
group singing while the men took a leisurely stroll down 
to the emporium for something cool to drink and to 
throw the bull around. After this everyone started 
hunting for their beds and settling back to listen to the 
MOOOOOOO of the mountain lions, the hooting of the 
owls and Lorraine tripping over a great big red box. 
Morning finds everyone fixing breakfast or watching Bill 
Hendricks give a demonstration on the use of a 
Coleman campstove. I'm sure many of the economic 
minded people of our club would like to know how you 
get five foot flames without using the gas tank. 
After breakfast more games and after lunch which 
consisted of a venison roast (furnished by Fred and 
Lucille) and left over ham, we packed up and started 
home around 2:00 pm. In Radec, we split into two 
groups with Lowell Burt, the Ganns and the Palmers 
going back via Highway 71 and the rest of the group 
going through Hemet, San Jacinto, Gilman Hot Springs 
and on into Loma Linda were they broke each going 
their own way. 

Another Invention by Henry Ford 
On June 16, 1903, the Ford Motor Company was 
established. Henry Ford was the founder. This 
was not his first rodeo, as he had previously 
operated the Henry Ford Company. He left that 
company and took his name with him. What 
became of the Henry Ford Company? They 
became known as the Cadillac Motor Company. 
What does any of this have to do with the photo 
of a barbeque grill? Hang on. 
Ford’s Model T, which would 
number in the millions sold, 
required 100 board feet of wood to 
build. Ford despised waste. His 
motto was, “Reduce, reuse, and 
recycle.” He was also a nature-
lover, an environmentalist of his 
time. His escape from the stress 
of life was camping in the great outdoors.  
Frustrated by the mountains of sawdust his 
lumber mills created, he and his partners sought 
a way to utilize the scrap wood and sawdust into 
a useful (and profitable) product. 
An idea came to him one day as he was camped 
with some friends in the wilds of Michigan. After 
his party spent a long time collecting sufficient 
wood for a campfire, an idea pops into Ford’s mind. 
Upon returning back to the lumber mill, he 
shared the idea with some of his partners and 
set to work on it. 
The idea? Lumping a fistful of sawdust and 
cornstarch with a bit of tar to form a briquette. 
After charring it, it performed exactly what Ford 
imagined it would. He then built a charcoal 
briquette factory adjacent to his lumber mill 
where the waste from one became the fuel for 
the other. 
A new Model T was now frequently sold with a 
bonus bag of Ford Charcoal Briquettes, so you 
could drive into the woods to camp and not 
worry about finding campfire wood. 
So now you know. Ford not only created the 
modern automobile industry which takes millions 
to work and back each workday, but he also 
created the weekend grilling and camping 
industries. 
In 1951, the Ford Charcoal 
Briquettes Company was sold. 
The new company was named 
after Ford’s real estate partner 
who helped him find the land to 
supply wood for building the early 
Ford automobiles- E.J. Kingsford. 
Kingsford Charcoal is the largest 
producer of charcoal briquettes in 
the world.                         Todd Roberts 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in 
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is 
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for 
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the 
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The 
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions 
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us. 
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the 
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source. 



 Support Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors  

 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The 
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link 
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If 
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship. 

2019 

P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  
P . O .  B o x  1 1 2 0  
R i a l t o ,  C A  9 2 3 7 7 - 1 1 2 0  
p v m a f c @ g m a i l . c o m  

https://www.aaaplumbingheatingair.com/
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://sites.google.com/site/arizonamodela/
http://pvmafc.org/

