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On April 10th we we’re invited 
to  Pomona’s Safety Day at Jeff 
Holmes shop in Chino. There 
were nine Model A’s and they all 
got their turn on the lube rack.  
We also demonstrated a front 
end alignment tool and right & 
left tail light brackets. 
Richard’s Coupe was the only 
one that had 2 left handed 
ones.  

New Normal Distanced Picnic 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club 

toured the local area with a scenic trip 

around the City of Redlands led by Dan Alfred. The trip consisted of seven cars 

terminating at Sylvan Park for a picnic at a safe distance for safety. 

It was a pleasant day for a short trip, a slight breeze and about 70 

degrees. It was great to see the 17 members that attended. 

It's been a year since we've gathered for any club activities so it was 

nice to see the people that attended. Everyone looked healthy and felt 

great. 

Looking forward to our next outing or luncheon. 
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President’s Message 
reet ings Club Members  

Well we have started the year with a great 

Redlands tour and picnic.  I          

would like to thank Dan 

Alford for setting it all up. 

Next month our meeting will 

be on June 8 at the 

Women’s Club of San 

Bernardino, at 6 PM. It will be Hobby night so 

bring something to share that you collect 

other than your Model A‘s. 

Make sure to wear your masks. 

Hope to see you there. 

Note:  We are still planning to have a Swap 

Meet in September, with the Model ‘T’ Club. 

Details to come next month! 

Richard Bronstrup 
     President 

Birthdays 
09 May - Bob Ward  
18 May - Dan Alford 
18 May - Ray Tate 

  Anniversaries 

02 May - Deane, Dan & Rory 
09 May - Knowlton, Richard & Susan 
25 May - Racobs, Mike & Sheri 

Tue, 11 May 6pm - PVMAFC General Meeting 
31st & E Street, S. B. 

Sat 15 May 10:30am - Take Your Honey To Brunch 
Jovi’s Diner 123 N. E St, S. B. 

Tue 8 Jun 6pm - PVMAFC General Meeting 
31st & E Street, S. B. 

Sun 4 Jul 7:30am - Highland Independence Day Parade 

Sat (?) Sep - PVMAFC Swap Meet 

http://www.dpaa.mil/


 

Service and Park Brake Adjustment Procedure by Dennis Kliesen  

Emergency Brakes — With the car off the ground 
and rear brakes adjustment completely relaxed at the 
adjusters. Visually inspect all brake rods, service and 
emergency, to be certain all are straight. Straighten 
all bent rods first. The park brake lever all the way 
forward in released position, adjust individually each 
side. Pull on the rod from the rear wheel and turn the 
adjustable end so that it will slide on the park brake 
cross shaft arm.  

Turn the rear wheel and check that it does not drag. Go to other side and repeat the procedure 
adjusting the park brake rod and checking for drag. With both sides connected to the cross shaft 
and the park lever pulled back a notch at a time, check for drag at both rear wheels. You should 
feel slight drag at the first notch. With lever pulled a few notches, neither of the wheels should be 
able to be turned by hand off the ground. Release park lever to move on to service brakes.  

Service Brakes — With the car off the ground set the brake pedal and rod to cross shaft so the 
arms on the cross shaft are straight up and down, or vertical. Early 1928 - 1929 had a different rod 
from the pedal to the cross shaft that did not go through the cross member. 

Make sure the end of the rod is not touching the inside of the cross member. Later models the rod 
went through the cross member and connected to the brake switch. Make sure all four rods to 
wheels are disconnected. The rear wheel rods disconnect at the cross shaft, the front brake rods 
remove pins at the front wheel brake lever.  

Turn the adjuster at all four wheels so that brakes are tight and wheels don’t turn. Try to rock wheel 
forward and back. I would do this slowly with Flathead Ted’s floater kits, shoes will need to center 
and don’t overtighten the adjuster. Standard brakes the adjuster will click while being turned. Now 
adjust rods so that pins drop in. The front brakes you will need to turn the lever by hand back to get 
the free travel out. 

The lever on the front wheels cross shaft should be angled forward about 15 degrees when 
pulled back. If not, then the front hub will need to be removed and correction made at the 
brake operating pin going through the kingpin. This can usually be corrected with pills in 
the top of the wedge. On the rear brakes pull on the rod to remove slack, turn the 
adjustable rod end and drop pin in. Now back off the adjusters so the wheels turn. 

Now road test the car for brake operation. To correct pulling to the left or right, start by 
removing pins to the front brakes, and carefully road test. Don’t go fast as you only have 
half the brakes working. If the car pulls to the left or right, adjust rear shoes accordingly to 
stop pulling to the side. If it pulls to the left, back off the left side and or tighten the right 
side. If it pulls to the right, back off the right and or tighten the left. When the car will stop 
without pulling, reconnect the front brake rods. 

Disconnect the rear brake rods and road test the car slowly. If it pulls to the left or right, 
turn the adjusters to correct the pulling. When the front brakes are adjusted to eliminate 
pulling to the left or right, reinstall front brake rod pins. Both front and rear brake rod pins 

should all be connected at this time. Check that all jam nuts are tight at the adjustable ends of the 
rods. 

Make sure all of the cotter pins are installed. Do a road test to be certain car 
stops properly. 

Keep in mind your shoes will need to be adjusted during a break-in 
period, and you should only need to adjust each wheel at the 
adjuster only. 

Use an infrared temperature gun to measure the temperature of each 
brake drum after several applications. This can help to determine if 
one of the brakes is dragging or improperly adjusted. 

T 
he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a 
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event.  The Bone 
is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper until 

awarded to another vehicle. 
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                        Dressing for Moonshine 
Mr. Virgadamo, one of the lesser crime bosses, had to answer to the 
biggest crime boss, Al Capone. So most of the bigger jobs were ordered by 
Mr. Capone himself. Now, I gotta be tellin what this job was really about. I 
was one of the illustrious “get away” drivers and I was driving for “ The 
Mob”, as they are popularly known. So the job paid me very well, and I was 
able to get a better place for my Ma. I set her up in a sweet little bungalow 
in a smallish Irish neighborhood in Chicago, and I was also able to stay 
there when I wasn’t spending time with my girlfriend. I was “on call” for 
work, and my job entailed showing up dressed in my suit, and waiting for 
the men to finish with their business, usually with the engine racing. 
Sometimes right away, and sometimes I had to wait some time for the gun 
shots to end before the crew would run out and jump in the car. Upon the 
order to take off, my duty was to pull away from the curb and run tail outta 
there like a bat outta hell! Sometimes I 
would be told ahead where and when the 
getaway car would be needed. On those 
occasions I could spend time scouting out a 
getaway route that might be a better route 
for escaping the cops faster and hiding so 
as to be able to avoid getting caught. I was 
pretty good at it and my boss noticed it and 
sometimes I got a bonus for it. You can 
imagine that I spent plenty of time scouting 
after that first big bonus! So one a the jobs 
was a close call an I didn’t know if I would 
make it outta there with everybody stayin 
alive. It was a bank heist, at one a the 
biggest money establishments in the city. 
The plan was supposed to be pretty 
complicated. All I knew was to be ready and 
able to get the boys out fast or else. I had a 
getaway route ready and was sittin in the 
car, engine racing when I happened to see a 
copper in a car an several coppers comin up the sidewalk heading for those in an out doors to go 
inside the bank. I gestured wildly at the look out guy who was behind a tree, to look where the 
coppers were going! He saw me just in time, so he was able to run up ahead of the coppers and 
hop into the bank maybe a full minute before they could get into the bank. Too late, the gangsters 
had everyone on the floor whilst they emptied every tellers coffers. They’d stashed the cash in 
large canvas sacks, and were ready to back out onto the walk. They had guns drawn on the 
tellers, customers and whoever else might have been unfortunate enough to have been there. So 
the lookout was able the let them know that the cops were coming in and that they better get out 
pronto! They made time moving on out of the revolving door just as the coppers were coming in 

on the other side of the door at the same time! Since 
these cops were just going in and didn’t know about 
the heist, they saw what was going on, but they were 
still in the door and got so feduzzeled that they got 
stuck in the door. I was ready and waited as they say, 
and the second those four boys hit the car doors, we 
were starting to move. The coppers, now two coming 
outta the bank door had their guns up. The side arm 
man I had with me had a machine gun sticking out 
the front window and before the cops got started 
shooting with their single shot guns the side arm man 
had us covered and one a the cops was grabbing his 
arm as he went down. The other one had emptied his 
gun into a side door of the getaway as I swerved and 
took off down the road to escape. Very soon we could 
hear the sirens of the cop cars getting closer! 

                                                                      Susan Homet         



Blast from the PastBlast from the Past  
From our June 1963 Steering Column newsletter 
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault 

THE ROAD AHEAD 

NEW CLUBHOUSE: AMERICAN LEGION HALL 
in Rialto. Corner of Lilac and Diagonal, south of 
Bill Browns Auto Works. Meetings will still be on 
the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month. 

TOUR OF THE MONTH: Sunday, June 23rd, to 
Irvine Park. The Palomer ”A” Club well join us 
there. The park offers row boating, bicycle riding 
and a small childrens zoo. We will meet and 
leave Snow’s at 8:00 am.  

SPECIAL INTEREST IN JULY: The Model A 
Restorers Club National Meet and Centennial 
Celebration of Henry Ford's Birthday, being 
sponsored by the San Diego Region, will be held 
during July 29, 30, and 31. 

The El Cortez Hotel in downtown San Diego will 
be the convention center with the hotel ballroom 
being the site of the awards banquet. 

 Reservations at the hotel must be in by the end 
of June with the cost being $9. for a single room 
and $11. for a double room per day. 

The registration fee of $5 along with a picture of 
your car must be in to the registration chairman, 
Carmen Dial, 4475 Myrtle Ave., San Diego 5, 
Calif., by July 16. Tickets for the award banquet 
may also be purchased from Carmen Dial. They 
cost $5. per plate, $4. for children under 12. This 
meet is a special interest tour for July and is not 
our own club tour. 

ATTENTION ! ! !  

If anyone knows Gino Squaglias address please 
contact Lucille Twiss. Geno is a new member 
and we have no way of contacting him about the 
change of meeting halls.  

NEW MEMBER  

Ted Smith, 31 pickup. Glad to have you with us. 

Chrysler buys the Dodge Brothers, 
forging the Detroit 3 

Brothers John and Horace Dodge, machinists by 
trade, rose from humble beginnings to become 
major players in America's budding auto industry. 
After several years of building bicycles and auto parts in 
the early 1900s, they founded a machine shop in 
Detroit and started building transmissions for Olds 
Motor Works and quickly found work manufacturing 
precision engine and chassis components for the city's 
growing number of automobile firms. Chief 
among these customers were the 
established Olds Motor Vehicle Company and 
the new Ford Motor Company. Henry Ford 
selected the Dodge brothers to supply a wide 
range of components for his original Model A 
(1903–04) that included the complete chassis; 
thus Ford needed to add only the body and 
wheels to finish the cars. Henry Ford offered the 
Dodge brothers a 10% share in his new 
company in return for $10,000 worth of goods.  
The Dodge brothers produced all of the 
mechanical parts for Ford's early cars and they 
quickly became the biggest supplier of auto parts 
in the world. But they tussled with Ford over 
finances and the relationship between the two 
parties ended after 12 years. 
In 1914, John and Horace Dodge formed a new 
company, Dodge Brothers, capitalized with $5 
million in common stock. And they soon 
launched their first vehicle that also became the 
world's first mass-produced, all-steel touring car. 
In 1915, the company produced and sold more 
than 45,000 Dodge cars -- a first-year record for 
a new car at the time.  
During the 1916 Mexican border campaign 
against Pancho Villa, U.S. General John 
Pershing successfully deployed some 250 
Dodge touring cars and by 1920 Dodge was 
among the top selling cars in America. With a 
reputation for reliability, durability and value, 
Dodge Brothers soon entered the truck market. 
In 1920, both of the Dodge brothers died from 
the Spanish flu  John Dodge died in January and 
Horace Dodge died in December. In 1925, their 
widows accepted $146 million from a New York 
investment banking company for the automaker. 
And within three years, the bankers initiated 
talks with Walter Chrysler to buy Dodge. 
Chrysler Corp. acquires the Dodge Brothers for 
$170 million on July 31, 1928, growing fivefold 
overnight and becoming the third of Detroit's Big 
3 automakers, after General Motors and Ford. 
Dodge Brothers became simply Dodge in 1930. 
And the brand's signature ram's head hood 
ornament, designed by Avard T. Fairbanks, a 
professor of sculpture at the University of 
Michigan, debuted in 1932. 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in 
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is 
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for 
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the 
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The 
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions 
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us. 
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the 
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source. 



 Support Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors  

 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The 
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link 
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If 
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship. 

2019 

P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  
P . O .  B o x  1 1 2 0  
R i a l t o ,  C A  9 2 3 7 7 - 1 1 2 0  
p v m a f c @ g m a i l . c o m  

https://www.aaaplumbingheatingair.com/
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://sites.google.com/site/arizonamodela/
http://pvmafc.org/

