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PVMAFC Socially Distanced Picnic 
Saturday, April 17 - 11:15 am  

We will meet at Sylvan Park in Redlands.  Sylvan Park is located at Colton Ave and 
University Street.  Park your car on University Street near the picnic tables.  As this is a 
socially distanced affair, you will need to bring your own food and beverages.  This is 
NOT a potluck. We will not share.  Please bring your own chairs and wear a mask.  It’s 
time we get together again.  It’s been too long! 

PVMAFC Model A Tour 
10:30 am 

For those driving Model A Fords, we plan a short 40 minute tour around the quiet and 
scenic streets of Redlands.  We will depart Sylvan Park at 10:30 am and return to join 
others for the picnic right back where we started.  Dust off your car and take it for a post 
pandemic spin! 
Your tour director is Dan Alford so if you have questions, call (951) 314-1502. 

Ron Blackwell‘s memorial was well attended by the Paradise Valley 

Model A Ford Club members. There were approximately 20 club 

members in attendance with numerous family, friends and other clubs 

members. Ron passed a year ago 

on March 25, 2020. There were 

many nice tribute to Ron including a 

great story shared by Tom Valdez. Edna and family 

had a very nice lunch reception at the church after 

his service. Ron IS and will be missed!  

 

Saturday, April 17th Redlands picnic - see article for details  

Saturday May 1st Tulare T swap meet contact Richard Bronstrup for details  

Tuesday, May 11th 6 pm PVMAFC General Meeting, 31st & E Street, S. B. 

Saturday, May 15th Take Your Honey To Brunch at Jovi’s 10:30 am 

Tuesday, June 8th 6 pm PVMAFC General Meeting, 31st & E Street, S. B. 

Saturday, September (?) Club Swap Meet 
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Member-at-Large - Mike Kaminski  
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President’s Message 
reet ings Club Members  

We are getting ready to re-open our 

Club. Our first meeting 

will be May 11th at 6 PM 

at the Women’s Club of 

San Bernardino 31st 

and E Street. Please 

bring your own mask 

and try to maintain a 6 foot distance. 

We are considering teaming up with 

the model T club to partner with our 

Swap Meet in September. (Date to be 

announced) Looking forward to seeing 

you soon.  

Richard Bronstrup 
     President 

          Birthdays 
04 Apr - Ray Williams 

05 Apr - Rory Deane 

07 Apr - Midge Bronstrup 

11 Apr - Earl Aceves 

11 Apr - Betty Spawton 

30 Apr - Sherry Williams 

        Anniversaries 
02 Apr - Aceves, Earl & Nancy 

http://www.dpaa.mil/


Why Weren't Model A's Offered in Black in 1928-29? 
"A little bit of FoMoCo history might help here" By Marshall V. Daut  -  Ahooga.com 

Well, maybe more than a "little" history. But first, I have to agree with one of the posters to the 
Ahooga Message Board who said black was a special order color, not standard, at least when the 
Model A was introduced. When the 1928's came out, each passenger car body style was offered in 
a minimum of five color combos, black not being one of them. (Yes, black could be ordered, but 
wasn't included in the initial releases). Often this myriad of options on a low-priced car was 
achieved by simply reversing the upper and lower body colors. Nevertheless, there were color 
COMBINATIONS offered. Why wasn't black one of these options? What happened to black? To 
answer that, we need to look back a couple years in FoMoCo history before the Model A was 
introduced. Model A fans may not be up to snuff on Model T facts. So here is a history lesson, as  
dabble (or is that "dribble"?) in the Model T world, too. Black had been the only color available on 
Model T's from 1915 to 1925. Green, red and blue had been available on Model T's up to that time, 
as well as black. Why then were Fords after 1914 painted only black for the next 11 model years? 
There was a simple reason for this limited color availability: cranking out Model T's as fast as they 
could for ready buyers, any slow down in the production line cost money. The pigmented colors of 
the day took longer to dry than black. Until better, faster drying pyroxylin colors came out in the 
later 20's, black was chosen by Ford as the only color. A dry car body was a car body ready to 
mount on a chassis and sell! That meant it had to be black. Until the middle 20's when sales 
alarmingly slowed down, Ford couldn't make Model T's fast enough as it was to meet the demand 
without being saddled with slow drying colors. But by the mid-20's, sales were being lost to other 
makers (such as the "C"-word), who offered more advanced designs, options and COLORS. By 
1925 black was almost solely identified with being a Ford, by now considered the "poor country 
cousin" in the automotive world. Although you'll get an argument from sidewalk know-it-alls, all 
Model T's were NOT black. As stated, between 1908 and 1914 and then again during the last two 
years of Model T production ('26-27), colors were available on Fords. In an effort to get back into 
the sales race by updating a hopelessly out of date Model T design, Ford offered the new 1926 
closed cars in colors: Deep Channel Green for coupes and Tudors, Windsor Maroon on Fordors. 
Other colors became available later, too, but that's not critical to this discussion. Letters to dealers 
from the Boss even stressed their need to talk customers out of wanting black on their new closed 
body Model T's. Open cars (the cheap ones in the line), however, continued to be black until late in 
the year. Possibly during the August year model change (not January, as with Model A's), open 
cars now became available in colors, such as Phoenix Brown and Gunmetal Blue. The point here 
is, Ford was trying to change the image of his cars only coming in black. By then, this was 
synonymous with driving an out of date car. When the Model T era ended in May, 1927, more new 
Model T's were wearing colors than black. So jump ahead to the introduction of the Model A, which 
was to outdistance the Model T in every way. Henry considered this new car so advanced (it really 
wasn't; it had just "caught up" with competitors' models) that he jumped back to the letter "A" in the 
alphabet instead of calling it a Model X,Y,Z or whatever. When the cars were announced for public 
viewing on December 2, 1927, black was not one of the standard colors listed. This was yet 
another gambit to get away from the "any color you want as long as it's black" old saw that was 
hung on the Model T. The introduction of the faster drying pyroxylin pigmented paints made it once 
again possible to mass produce cars in colors. Black was retained for the fenders and splash 
aprons, however. So were there black Model A's? Of course! And lots of them. It was a color that 
lasted a long time, had been popular for years (Model T's notwithstanding) and was easy to match 
in case a panel needed to be repainted. It was still cheaper, too, because pigmented paints 
(especially red) were more costly. One can't judge the dark color in old photographs of Model A's to 
always be black. Some colors such as Andalusite Blue and Deep Ford Maroon are so dark even 
today that they appear black when viewed in person. Imagine how they look in 70+ year old 
photos. Everything looks black. Maybe the safest way to view the Model A paint world is to study 
the accepted paint combinations (at least what's accepted THIS year, but may be deemed different 
NEXT year by the experts???) and keep in mind that black was always a standby color that could 
be ordered. I believe in the '30-31 models black made a more official return as a standard 
"optional" color than found on the '28-29 models. Perhaps Ford finally remembered he could make 
more money spraying cars black than a pigmented color (remember: pigmented paints cost more 
than black)? Each black unit sold meant more profit per car x hundreds of thousands = lots a    
moo la for Ford. Or maybe Ford misjudged people's desire to still own black cars and therefore 
brought the color back after the initial '28-29 models had shown his error? 'Dunno. Supposedly the 
big Fordor and Town Sedans were more likely to sport black than the open cars during the '28-29 
years. With the possible exception of early '28's, I'd say black would be an acceptable choice for 
body color. The heading "Special Ordered" cars cuts a wide swath of deviations from the norm and 
makes almost anything done by modern restorers plausible, within reason. Using black is certainly 
more defensible than today's yellow Tudors and bright red coupes!!! Hmmm...I don't seem to note 
those options for these body styles in the charts, either. But, boy howdy, do you ever see 'em 
runnin' around today!!! You like black on your Model A? Paint it black and don't worry about it. It's 
 your car...  

 T 
he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a 
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event.  The Bone 
is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper until 

awarded to another vehicle. 



Model A Model A --  pparelpparel  
 

 

1931
1931  1928

1928  

Fashions April 

 
Spring has Sprung and the 

chickens are hatching! Hats are 

always in, but more expected 

during this time are colors of baby 

blue, baby pink and chartreuse 

being the most popular. Even 

Sailor-style hats trimmed with 

flowers and ribbons are in. 

 

Another accessory that was 

crucial to complete a Spring 

outfit was hosiery. Light beige 

is popular as well as warm 

fuzzy, pinkish tones. If they 

really want to be bold, try see 

Apricot, Blush Pink or Rose. 

(Pardon me, madam, but 

your seams are crooked.) 



Blast from the PastBlast from the Past  
From our May 1963 Steering Column newsletter 
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault 

San Diego National Meet  
Several Paradise Valley Model “A” members are 
planning to take in a day or two of the National 
M.A.R.C. meet in San Diego. This is being held 
July 29, 30, and 31. For more details, contact 
your president or secretary, Lucille has some 
application blanks for those interested in 
entering. It is not necessary to belong to 
M.A.R.C. (Model A Restorers Club) but you are 
required to be affiliated with an “A” club. The 
entrance fee is $5.00. Some of the finest “A’s” in 
the nation should be there, so this should be a 
wonderful treat for all “A” lovers. 

 

New Member 
Again we welcome a new member into the Club. 
He is Gene Squaglia. We hope you enjoy the 
Club as much as the rest of us, Geno! 

 

Meeting Hall changed 
Club meetings are presently being held in the 
Council Chambers at the Colton Civic Center, 
8th and “E”. There is ample parking in the lot at 
the rear of the building. 

 

The Piston by R.H.L. 
I certainly want to thank you members for putting 
up with my tired glitches and well worn gags for 
these past sixteen issues, however, it is now 
time for some new blood with new ideas.  

Jaque and Sandy Palmer, 752 No. Florence 
Court, Ontario, have agreed to take over the 
duties of the Steering Column. They have 
demonstrated a very fine interest in the Club and 
I am sure they will do a bang up job with the 
paper. They will have many new ideas and will 
no doubt make many changes and this is what is 
needed! We are sometimes inclined to grow 
stagnant if we stay at the same thing too long, 
so, it's time for a change! Send all your news 
items, want ads and anything else that will be 
helpful to Jaque and Sandy Palmer. Let's give 
them our full support!  

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in 
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is 
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for 
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the 
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The 
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions 
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us. 
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the 
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source. 

The Star Spangled Banner becomes  
U.S. National Anthem  

 
The "Star Spangled Banner" was officially 
adopted as the national anthem of the United 
States on 3 March 1931. The song's lyrics were 
from a poem written by Francis Scott Key 
in 1814 during the War of 1812 while the music 
was taken from song "To Anacreon in Heaven" 
which was believed to have been written some 
time in the late 1700s by British composer John 
Stafford Smith. The notoriously difficult to sing 
anthem had previously been used by the United 
States Navy in the late 1800’s but it did not 
become the official national anthem until the 
United States Congress passed a resolution and 
President Hoover signed it into law. Prior, the 
country did not actually have an official national 
anthem.  
When the U.S. national anthem was first 
recognized by law in 1931, there was no 
prescription as to behavior during its playing.  
Since 1998, federal law states that during a 
rendition of the national anthem, when the flag is 
displayed, all present including those in uniform 
should stand at attention; non-military service 
individuals should face the flag with the right 
hand over the heart; members of the Armed 
Forces and veterans who are present and not in 
uniform may render the military salute; military 
service persons not in uniform should remove 
their headdress with their right hand and hold the 
headdress at the left shoulder, the hand being 
over the heart; and members of the Armed 
Forces and veterans who are in uniform should 
give the military salute at the first note of the 
anthem and maintain that position until the last 
note. The law further provides that when the flag 
is not displayed, all present should face toward 
the music and act in the same manner they 
would if the flag were displayed. Military law 
requires all vehicles on the installation to stop 
when the song is played and all individuals 
outside to stand at attention and face the 
direction of the music and either salute, in 
uniform, or place the right hand over the heart, if 
out of uniform. The law was amended in 2008, 
and since allows military veterans to salute out 
of uniform, as well. 
The text is suggestive and not regulatory in 
nature. Failure to follow the suggestions is not a 
violation of the law. This behavioral requirement 
for the national anthem is subject to the 
same First Amendment controversies that 
surround the Pledge of Allegiance. For 
example, Jehovah's Witnesses do not sing the 
national anthem, though they are taught that 
standing is an "ethical decision" that individual 
believers must make based on their conscience. 



 Support Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors  

 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The 
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link 
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If 
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship. 

2019 

P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  
P . O .  B o x  1 1 2 0  
R i a l t o ,  C A  9 2 3 7 7 - 1 1 2 0  
p v m a f c @ g m a i l . c o m  

https://www.aaaplumbingheatingair.com/
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://sites.google.com/site/arizonamodela/
http://pvmafc.org/

