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O u t  a n d  A b o u t  t h e  T o w nO u t  a n d  A b o u t  t h e  T o w nO u t  a n d  A b o u t  t h e  T o w n  

On October 17th we went to a 
local Trunk r Treat in Hesperia. 
This event was sponsored by Dirty 
Dubs car club. We decorated our 
Sport Coupe with 2 full size 
skeletons dressed in vintage 
clothing and a child size skeleton 
and his skeleton dog in the rumble 
seat. It was topped off with some 

rats in the engine compartment and a large spider on top. Much to 
our surprise we won the "Best of Show" trophy out of 120 cars 
entered.  

Later that night we went to another Trunk r Treat sponsored by the 
Women's Council of Realtors. We added some lights and a flickering 
candelabra because it was dark. We won the 1st place trophy there. 

* * * * * 

On October 2nd we did a cruise 
night at Steak and Shake in 
Victorville. We sipped our 
delicious milk shakes while we 
strolled around and checked out 
the cars. Along with our Model A 
there were several Volkswagens 
from the Dirty Dubs car club, 
1936 to 1940 Chevys and some 
Packards.  

* * * * * 

August 14th was a cruise night at Burgerlicious in Apple Valley. The 
event benefited the Victorville Animal Protective League. We took 
our chairs and sat outside and made sure that we were social 
distancing. Donations of about $100.00 were collected from the 8 
cars that participated and people that stopped to check out the cars.  

O n  T h e  R o a d  A g a i nO n  T h e  R o a d  A g a i nO n  T h e  R o a d  A g a i n  

Some of us will just get in our A’s 
and go for a ride. How about 
calling a local buddy and ask if 
he/she would want to tag along - 
to the In & Out, or to get an A&W 
ice cream float. Just get out, as 
the Messengers have done and 
share with us your experience. 
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President’s Message 
 
reetings Club Members 

Wow, it’s almost time for 

Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

The Paradise Valley Board 

has waived the 2021 dues 

for all members, canceled 

the installation banquet in 

December 2020 and agreed to keep their 

office positions for the upcoming 2021 year. 

I hope to see everyone at our November 

and December activities (check out the club 

calendar below). 

Stay Well  

Richard Bronstrup 

     President 2020 

                       Officers  

President - Richard Bronstrup 

Vice President - Earl Aceves 

Treasurer - Dan Deane 

Secretary - Monica Dirac 

                Board Members 

Member-at-Large - Mike Kaminski  

Member-at-Large - Laura Northrop 

Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez 

Committee Directors 

Historian - Edna Blackwell 

Hubley Derby - Vacant 

Installation / Holiday Banquet - Vacant 

MAFCA Rep - Vacant 

MAFCA Reporter - Vacant 

Membership - Edna Blackwell 

Model A-pparel - Laura Northrop 

Parades & Events - Vacant 

Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski 

Photographer - Michael Kaminski 

Raffles - Earl Aceves 

Refreshments - Nancy Aceves 

Sponsorship - Vacant 

Sunshine - Nancy Aceves 

Swap Meet - Richard Bronstrup 

Tech - Vacant 

TYHTB - Vacant 

Tour Coordinator - Vacant 

Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski 

                 Birthdays 
08 Nov - Ernie Dierking 03 Dec - Carol Glidewell 
13 Nov - Cheri Bronstrup 10 Dec - Cathy Alford 
14 Nov - Mark Sandefur 11 Dec - Glenna Stewart 
16 Nov - Kirk Rhoda  

 

           Anniversaries 
03 Dec - Williams, Ray & Sherry 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 28, 2020 11 AM,    

Take Your Honey to Brunch will be at          

Jovi’s Diner 123 N. E Street, San Bernardino.  

Friday, December 18, 2020  Christmas Light 

Tour, meet at 6 PM at the Women’s Club on 

31st and E St., San Bernardino to begin our 

tour.  

http://www.dpaa.mil/


 T 
he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a 

Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event.  The 

Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper 

until awarded to another vehicle. 

New Engine Test Results - October 22, 2020 
During engine assembly, we found a few minor 
things that need to be changed to provide a 
better product. These changes have resulted in 
drawing changes for the production run. We are 
working on a website to take orders and 
deposits, a "Builders Guide", and several other 
things. We have placed an order with the factory 
in China and are in the queue to receive parts 
near the end of January 2021. We have 
committed to present the new engine in a 
seminar at the MARC membership meet in Bay 
City, MI on April 9, 2021.  

Terry Burtz  

 

Long time MACAO member Terry Burtz of 
Campbell, California has long been working on a 
project to have a new Model A engine block, 
crankshaft and connecting rods manufactured. 
The engine will be identical to the original Model 
A engine on the outside but will have 5 main 
bearings, a balanced crankshaft, and full 
pressurized oil system. 

Terry has received all the parts and castings for 
his “new” Model A Engine. The first engine has 
been assembled, tested on a test stand, installed 
in a Model A Coupe and successfully road 
tested. 

It is estimated it will take them 90 days to deliver 
blocks to the US once production is authorized. 
As a result, they expect to be in a position to 
deliver blocks to customers around the end of 
January or early February 2021. 

During the first 60 days, the block kit, including 
crankshaft and connecting rods, small parts 
(cam bearings, thrust washers, oil galley plugs 
etc.) and a “Builder’s Guide” will be offered to 
buyers directly at a discounted cost of $3,500. 

Following the initial offering period, cost will be 
$3,900 with availability through parts distributors 
and engine builders. For those that are 
interested, Terry will be following up shortly with 
pre-order details and delivery details. 

Click on this link for photos and videos on Bert 
Engine. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/at89mx8btg29u3s/
AACQCDP522aJQ8zyj-WMblVVa?dl=0 

Be sure to watch all of the video’s in the Video 
Files folder. 

 

“New” Model A Engine Successfully Tested 

We were on a very tight schedule to assemble 
the engine, check for clearances, run it on a test 
stand, and install it in a car for a hill climb. After 
the new Model A engine was assembled with a 
stock oil pump (for a baseline), filled with 10w-30 
oil and started, there was no oil pressure, so we 
pulled the pan and installed a modified Model A 
oil pump that was machined to increase the 
volume by doubling the area of all oil passages. 
We had a Stipe oil pump on hand, but didn't use 
it because the pump outlet would have needed 
modification by an outside machine shop for use 
in a stock appearing engine without an oil filter. 
When the new engine was started with the 
modified Model A oil pump, we had oil pressure 
but it was much lower than expected. Oil 
pressure was measured at the output of the oil 
pump, and at the end of the main oil galley. I 
was disappointed with the low oil pressure. The 
new engine has 15 bearings (5 main, 4 
connecting rod, 5 camshaft, and rear thrust) that 
are pressure-lubricated, so there are 29 places 
for oil to leak which reduces pressure. Since we 
had some oil pressure at the end of the main oil 
galley and there were no bad sounds, I made the 
decision to continue testing. The first test after 
assembly was break-in. Instead of driving easy 
for the first 1000 miles, we broke the engine in 
hard by running it at 3100 RPM for 6 hours. 3100 
RPM is equivalent to 75 MPH without overdrive. 
During this test, oil temperature was above 260 
degrees F, but we still had minimal oil pressure. 
After this test, we drained the oil and strained it 
through a clean rag to look for particles. The oil 
was dark, but there were no particles. The next 
day, the oil was replaced with O'Reilly 20w-50 oil 
in an effort to gain oil pressure and we ran the 
engine at 2000 RPM for 4 hours. During this test, 
the head temperature reached 260 degrees F 
when we accidentally ran it out of water. The 
final test was to install the new engine in a car 
for a hill climb of 1700 feet elevation gain in 5 
miles. After the hill climb, the engine was 
removed from the car and shipped to me for 
disassembly and examination. I removed the oil 
pan and found that a 3/8-16 UNC setscrew oil 
plug was missing. This missing 3/8 inch plug 
vented the main oil galley directly to the 
crankcase. Further disassembly showed no 
signs of excessive wear on the bearings or any 
other parts despite the low oil pressure and 
overheating when we accidentally ran it out of water.  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/at89mx8btg29u3s/AACQCDP522aJQ8zyj-WMblVVa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/at89mx8btg29u3s/AACQCDP522aJQ8zyj-WMblVVa?dl=0


Model A Model A --  pparelpparel  
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Fashion Influences and Trends 

During the 1920’s, people realized they had 
some leisure time, and along with it, a little 
money to spend. The ideas of keeping up with 
fashion trends and buying things they were not 
used to buying began to take hold of folks. 

Well, it wasn’t just women who were interested 
in fashions. Men were starting to show more 
interest in clothing and fashions. In menswear, 
there were two distinct periods in the 1920’s. 
Through the decade, men wore short suit 
jackets, the long jackets being used for formal 
occasions. The early 1920’s were 
characterized by extremely high waisted 
jackets, often worn with belts. Lapels on jackets 
were not very wide as they tended to be 
buttoned up high. This style jacket seems to 
have been greatly influenced by the uniforms 
worn by the military during the First World War. 
Trousers also began to be worn cuffed at the 
bottom by this time. 

By 1925, wider trousers 
commonly known as 
Oxford bags came into 
fashion, while suit jackets 
returned to a normal waist 
and lapels became wider 
and were often worn 
peaked. Loosefitting 
sleeves without taper also 
began to be worn at this 
period. During the late 
1920’s the double breasted jacket also became 
quite fashionable. During the 1920’s men had a 
variety of sports clothes available to them, 
including sweaters and short trousers. The 
English called them knickers. For formal 
occasions in the daytime, a 
morning suit was usually 
worn. For evening wear 
men preferred the short 
tuxedo to the tail coat, 
which was now seen as 
rather old-fashioned and 
snobby. 

Men’s fashions also 
became less regimented 

and formal. Men favored short jackets with two 
or three buttons rather than jackets with long 
tail coats as well as pin stripped suits. 

Of course, fashion trends tend to come out of 
the needs of people. Ranch men had need for 
more Levi’s, tough work shirts and overalls. 
Most men in rural areas had need of a suit, just 
one, as they could wear it for church, 
weddings, and funerals and other important 
occasions and social 
events. Moving into cities 
and working in indoor 
settings, such as offices, 
called for more than one 
suit. A man would then 
need several suits, ties, 
handkerchiefs, belts, hats 
and shoes. A man now 
required a wardrobe with 
these and other items, 
and if he played sports he 
would need the appropriate clothing and gear! 

Most men these days also have wardrobes full 
of these items and more. Men’s fashions have 
become big business and plenty of men enjoy 
wearing clothing that is fashionable and 
becoming. Men’s color pallets have broadened 
to include pastel shades, and ties of course 
offer men’s fashions lots of fun and interesting 
means of personal self- expression. Men’s 
fashions are bound to continue to change and 
offer men things to wear. 



Blast from the PastBlast from the Past  
From our May 1963 Steering Column newsletter 
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault 

Tour To Glen Ivy Hot Springs 

The Hendricks, Jones, Mills, Twiss, Appleby, 
Meadows, B. Loomis and R. Loomis left from 
Snow’s at 9:10 a.m. April 21st and headed for 
Glen Ivy Hot Springs. 

No one remembered until we were past 
Arlington, that we were supposed to have gone 
by way of the freeway in order to meet the 
Smiths. Big deal! We left our President waiting 
on the ramp! It's a good thing Merle and Iva don't 
hold hard feelings. As it turned out, they thought 
we weren't going so they took their “A” home and 
came down in their family car. 

We took the Lake Mathews turn off and drove 
through what I thought was some very pretty 
country, especially on such a beautiful spring 
day. 

When we finally arrived at the Hot Springs we 
were met by the Ganns, Palmers, Lowell Burt 
and the Lawrences. They had tables reserved 
for us and also plenty of parking. Buchanans and 
the Smith family arrived a little later in their 
family cars. 

The Coleman stoves and wood fires were lit. The 
ladies then slaved and the gentleman goofed off. 
You know, I have had a lot of nice food at our 
potluck luncheons in the past, but this one 
topped them all! We had the most and best array 
of the delectables that I have yet seen on any of 
our tours! 

After thoroughly gourging ourselves, there were 
horseshoes, football, hiking and swimming, not 
to mention aggravation (the game, that is). 

We fired up and headed for home by way of 
Corona at 2:30 p.m. I guess Twiss used the 
wrong kind of chewing gum because his muffler 
and tailpipe came unglued while crossing a 
railroad track just this side of Corona. I wonder if 
that was an S. P. track?  

Another swell tour to remember! 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in 
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is 
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for 
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the 
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The 
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions 
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us. 
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the 
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source. 

On The Road Again:  
The Bankruptcy Success Story of Henry Ford 
We’ve all heard of his name — the great 
automobile innovator and entrepreneur, Henry Ford.  
When you think of Henry Ford, you probably think 
about the Model T or the Ford Motor Company. 
What you may not know is that before he became 
famous for his automobile and $5 workday, Henry 
Ford was a debtor who filed bankruptcy. He found 
himself in financial trouble several times. In fact, 
he filed for bankruptcy twice. 
Henry Ford began his career as a machinist, then 
an engineer. During his time off he worked 
tirelessly to invent a vehicle and in 1896 he was 
successful, creating what he called a 
Quadricycle. Convinced that he was onto 
something amazing, Ford quit his day job and 
launched the Detroit Automobile Company in 
1899 and decided to focus more on his 
inventions. As a talented engineer, Ford 
unfortunately could not balance the management 
of his company’s finances while simultaneously 
tinkering with the mechanics of his vehicles. Ford 
was forced to file bankruptcy after he was unable 
to repay his investors which was backed by three 
prominent politicians (who Ford blamed for the 
financial default and became obsessed with 
getting rid of). 

Undeterred, a few years later Ford relaunched his 
company a second time under the name Henry 
Ford Company in 1901. He found difficulty with 
marketing and branding, which resulted in more 
financial difficulties for him and the company, 
which spelled financial disaster. The public did 
not understand Ford’s invention and his sales 
tanked. His second attempt, the Henry Ford 
Company, met with the same bankruptcy fate. 
While he had managed to distance himself from 
the bother of his investors – having complete say 
was the downfall. Ford’s perfectionism resulted in 
too few cars being produced. Once again he was 
unable to pay his debts, Henry Ford filed for 
bankruptcy a second time.  
Using the second chance given to him by 
bankruptcy, Henry Ford relaunched his company 
a third time, calling it the Ford Motor Company in 
1903. This time he was able to succeed in his 
motor vehicle and company goals and the rest is 
history. After two bankruptcies, Ford finally 
succeeded in creating a motor vehicle he could 
be proud of and that the world came to respect. 

His legacy lives on today, all because he used 
the second chance that bankruptcy provided him 
to rebuild his life with a fresh start. 



 Support Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors  

 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The 
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link 
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If 
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship. 

2019 

P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  
P . O .  B o x  1 1 2 0  
R i a l t o ,  C A  9 2 3 7 7 - 1 1 2 0  
p v m a f c @ g m a i l . c o m  

https://www.aaaplumbingheatingair.com/
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://sites.google.com/site/arizonamodela/
http://pvmafc.org/

