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Out and about in our Model A during the pandemic 

On May 25th, we attended a rolling rally to save the Barstow 

Veterans Home. Thousands of classic cars, motorcycles and other 

supporters brought awareness to the impending closure of the 

Veterans home in Barstow, which 

is the permanent residence for 

about 200 Veterans and spouses.  

The streets were lined for over 2 

and a half miles with spectators 

waving flags. As we approached 

the Veterans home, the hills that 

overlook it were covered with 

hundreds of off road vehicles showing their support too. The event 

was covered by several national news stations and seemed to be 

successful as the closure of the veterans home was canceled. 

 

R o u t e  6 6  R o u t e  6 6  R o u t e  6 6   

On July 25th, Phil and Shirley 

Messenger attended an event to 

donate to the Route 66 Museum in 

Victorville. The California Route 

66 Museum is located on historic 

US Route 66 in Old Town 

Victorville, in the Mojave desert, 

within the San Bernardino County. 

The museum has constantly 

changing exhibitions that follow the development of Route 66 from the time of early Pioneer trails and 

railroads. Historic photographs and artifacts explore the impact of the highway upon the local economy 

and culture. The museum consists 

of 3 display rooms and a gift shop 

that are housed in a 5000 sq ft 

building.  Over 300 cars drove 

through and dropped off donations 

which totaled $16,242. Afterwards 

we went to Cracker Barrel for 

devious blueberry pancakes.  
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President’s Message 
 
reetings Club Members 

I cannot believe it is 

October and Halloween is 

just around the corner. 

When we restart our 

meetings again, we will be 

meeting at the Women’s 

Club San Bernardino. Just for your 

information, they are going to have a parking 

lot sale on November 7th from 9-2, at 31st & 

E Street. 

For Tech Information, go to Facebook 

Groups and click on MAFCA site they have 

some great articles, & it’s free. 

STAY SAFE,  

Richard Bronstrup 

     President 2020 

                       Officers  

President - Richard Bronstrup 

Vice President - Earl Aceves 

Treasurer - Dan Deane 

Secretary - Monica Dirac 

                Board Members 

Member-at-Large - Mike Kaminski  

Member-at-Large - Laura Northrop 

Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez 

Committee Directors 

Historian - Edna Blackwell 

Hubley Derby - Vacant 

Installation / Holiday Banquet - Vacant 

MAFCA Rep - Vacant 

MAFCA Reporter - Vacant 

Membership - Edna Blackwell 

Model A-pparel - Laura Northrop 

Parades & Events - Vacant 

Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski 

Photographer - Michael Kaminski 

Raffles - Earl Aceves 

Refreshments - Nancy Aceves 

Sponsorship - Vacant 

Sunshine - Nancy Aceves 

Swap Meet - Richard Bronstrup 

Tech - Vacant 

TYHTB - Vacant 

Tour Coordinator - Vacant 

Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski 

  Birthdays 
07 Oct - Daniel Elgan  

14 Oct - Al Spawton 

17 Oct - Anna Ward 

18 Oct - Barbara Poole 

26 Oct - LeeAnn Northrop 
 

       Anniversaries 

01 Oct - Messenger, Phil & Shirley 

03 Oct - Spurlin, Thomas & Judy 

21 Oct - Serrano, David & Mary 

23 Oct - Ballard, Rick & Marlene 

http://www.dpaa.mil/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiv2Zy78PfdAhWD-lQKHQ1wC3gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kisspng.com%2Fpng-birthday-cake-halloween-clip-art-birthday-cake-60-2936956%2F&psig=AOvVaw1x2cjNsaVLrd


 T 
he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a 

Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event.  The 

Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper 

until awarded to another vehicle. 

Legislative Alert 

There are some concerns to share from the 
ACCC about collector car registration. This is a 
bill that the ACCC introduced several years ago 
relating to "Non-operational Vehicle" designations. Here 
is the vehicle code as written in legalese: 

 VC 4600 (a) Except as otherwise 
provided in subdivision 

 (d), prior to the expiration of the 
registration of a vehicle, if that registration is not 
to be renewed prior to its expiration, the owner of 
the vehicle shall file, under penalty of perjury, a 
certification that the vehicle will not be operated, 
moved, or left standing upon a highway without 
first making an application for registration of the 
vehicle, including full payment of all fees. The 
certification is valid  until the vehicle's 
registration is renewed pursuant to subdivision 
(c). (d) A certification is not required to be filed 
pursuant to subdivision (a) for one or more of the 
following 

 (I) A vehicle on which the registration 
expires while being held as inventory by a dealer 
or lessor-retailer or while being held pending a 
lien sale by the keeper of a garage or operator of 
a towing service. 

 (2) A vehicle registered pursuant to Article 
4 (commencing with Section 8050) of Chapter 4 
of Division 3. 

 (3) A vehicle described in Section 5004, 
5004.5, or 5051, as provided in Section 4604.2. 
However, the registered owner may file a 
certificate of non operation in lieu of the 
certification specified in subdivision (a). 

(THIS IS THE SECTION THAT MATTERS FOR 
OUR CARS.) 

 (4) A vehicle registered pursuant to Article 
5 (commencing with Section 9700) of Chapter 6 
if the registered owner has complied with 
subdivision (c) of Section 9706. 

Simply put, according to the ACCC, this states 
that any vehicle 25 years old or older or of 
historical interest is exempt from filing a      
NON-OP and with this designation is also 
exempt from past years fees and penalties. 
However current year’s fees are due. If you have 
a vehicle of this type it is recommended that you 
take a copy of the above Vehicle Code section 
with you to DMV when registering your vehicle. 

American Century Casualty Company  

ACCC Update  

Avoid "Unleaded 88" with Your Old Car 

By David Knapp 

If you set off touring in your Model A or other car 
older than model year 2001, be aware of fueling 
concerns outside California. Particularly, if you 
pass through Nevada or destinations East you 
may run across an option at the pump called 
Unleaded 88. Even though it may seem 
attractive with the lower price do not fuel your 
collector car with Unleaded 88 or Ethanol 30% 
Flex-Fuel. Unleaded 88 is approved for any 
vehicle manufactured since the year 2001. 
Unleaded 88 has 15% ethanol and is especially 
harmful to older classic car components. 

If you have a car that is older than 2001, do not 
use Unleaded 88. Also, small engines, such as 
lawnmowers, leaf blowers motorcycles and snow 
mobiles are not recommended for (higher blend 
ethanol) fuels like Unleaded 88. 

Unleaded 88 is offered in Nevada but is currently 
not offered in 7 western states, i.e. California, 
Oregon, Washington, Arizona, Utah, Idaho, and 
Montana but this could change at any time so 
please be alert when fueling your classic car. 
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I recently viewed a collection of photographs 
from the 1920’s, which is the period of time that 
our Model A’s were manufactured. The photos 
were done in black and white so they are even 
more dramatic than they would be in color. 

The pictures show many of the actresses and 
socially connected ladies of the era wearing 
stunning clothing. You can view it on You Tube. 
It’s titled: 70 Fabulous Photos of Women’s 
Fashion during the 1920’s. It’s put on You Tube 
under “Yesterday Today “. It offers subscription 
which seems like something I may consider, as 
they have other YouTube shows about the 
1920’s era. There is even a 1920's Fashion 
Encyclopedia. 

The thing that hit me while viewing the 
approximately 15+ minutes of this was the 
sheer modern appearance of the women and 
the clothing that they were wearing. The styles 
were so new, and so very far from the previous 
recent era that they were almost shocking. 
Previously, clothing was constricting and 
somewhat uncomfortable to wear. 

During the era just preceding known as 
Edwardian Era (so named for King Edward of 
England), the skirts were worn long, several 
inches up from the floor, tight at the waist and 

voluminous. This period was also known as Art 
Nouveau, and covered the period of time from 
the late 1880's and up through the late teens. 
The period was very naturalistic and had 
flowing soft lines. Architecture and furniture 
lines were similar. 

Following the Great War, or WWI, fashions 
were moving in new directions. Women were 
making great strides in the world at this time. At 
the beginning of the decade they were getting 
to vote, working outside of the home more, and 
attending colleges and universities. Several 
things signaled change. Women began to cut 
off their long locks of hair in favor of short cuts. 
They were “bobbing” their hair, and dressing in 
much less material. The newer dresses were 
shorter, simpler, and had dropped waistlines. 
Many were sleeveless. This was new and 
hadn’t been seen since Classic Grecian times. 

The ideal figure type of this time was a body 
without curves, flat chested, and on the shorter 
side, nice and compact, not particularly 
feminine. The new 
period was opposite of 
the Art Nouveau styling. 
The new period was 
highly geometric, all 
straight lines, and 
simpler. 

The architecture echoed 
the new style, an 
example of it is the 
Empire State Building. 
The art and designs of 
this period are still 
extremely popular today. 
We can observe the 
designs on many of our 
buildings today, office 
buildings, government 
buildings, and all over if you just look around 
your home town. This period is known as Art 
Deco. 

The 1920’s were simply the beginning of 
modern times. The new styles of clothing, and 
the new ways of wearing them, allowed women 
to compete in the world alongside men. 
Clothing is simply an outward expression of 
lifestyle and fashions were loosening up and 
allowing women room to breathe. 

 

Fashion & architecture 
reflected the style of the 
time - Art Nouveau 



Blast from the PastBlast from the Past  
From our April 1963 Steering Column newsletter 
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault 

Oatman, Arizona 

Very recently Iva June and yours truly took a 

two-day run through parts of California, Nevada 

and Arizona on the pretense of looking over 

boating facilities in the different areas, but in 

reality it made a very plausible excuse to visit 

Oatman, Arizona. This thriving metropolis has 

been the subject of much conversation and 

possibly many wild tales. We just had to see for 

ourselves! That beautiful, original sedan that we 

have heard so much about is apparently no 

longer in existence, unless they have it hidden in 

some abandoned mine somewhere. We got 

some inquiring glances, especially from old 

desert burro, as we wound our way through all of 

the back roads we could find, even to the point 

of going through some private driveways. In 

reality, I don't think anyone really cared, except 

possibly the burro who was dozing in the sun, 

because we only saw two people! We did find 

two A's (decaying coupes). You might be able to 

interpret my desire to acquire these coupes as I 

didn't even get out of the car to look at them. 

After our very diligent search for the sedan we 

took a delightful tour of the town seeing all of the 

beautiful buildings and points of interest. This 

tour was accomplished by punching the reverse 

button and backing up about 200 feet. 

Breathtaking!  

After we had gotten our breath back we decided 

to search the dumps for any ”A” parts that might 

have been overlooked by previous searchers. All 

we found was a skeleton of a horse! At least we 

didn't stumble over it. (Almost but not quite). 

We then adjusted our eyes in their sockets, took 

a last long, wistful look and one picture, and 

headed off down the alledged road into the 

seemingly endless desert. talking to ourselves!  

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in 
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is 
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for 
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the 
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The 
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions 
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us. 
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the 
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source. 

 Historians estimate the cost of change over from the 
Model T to the Model A between $100 and $250 million. 
Much of the cost was associated with transferring 
production from Highland Park, where Ford had 
built the Model T, to the new Rouge plant, a move 
that took six months. 
The first pilot Model A was built Oct. 21, 1927, 
weeks before the Rouge was completed. In 
addition, the switch from Model T's to Model A's 
involved converting all of Ford's plants - 36 in 
North America and 12 overseas - and required 
retooling by Ford's suppliers. 
At long last, on Dec. 11, 1927, the car was 
unveiled. It was christened the Model A, a name 
resurrected from the past. The first Model A was 
the car that had launched Ford Motor Co. It had 
been constructed in a Detroit wagon factory by 10 
employees working 12-hour days, 7 days a week. 
The new Model A was so named to mark a beginning. 
When the Model A reached dealer showrooms, 
the public was intrigued. Published reports say 
that 10 million people stood in line for a glimpse 
of the new Ford and estimates that more than 25 
million people saw the Model A during the first 
week it was shown. In New York alone, more 
than 1 million people saw the car during its first 
five days on display. 
The debut of the Model A was considered the 
most significant vehicle introduction in automotive 
history to that point and among the most 
momentous events of 1927, a year that had many 
significant events, including Charles Lindbergh's 
solo flight across the Atlantic. 
Ford advertised the "beautiful body lines" and the 
"remarkable acceleration" of the Model A - it 
boasted speeds of 55 mph to 65 mph. Ford also 
played up its technical features: four-wheel 
brakes, a modern transmission and hydraulic 
shock absorbers. It was outfitted with a safety 
glass windshield, a first for a low-priced car. Ford 
promoted its smoothness, ease of handling, 
durability and "typical Ford economy and reliability." 
A song written about the Model A summed it up 
best: "Henry's Made a Lady Out of Lizzie." 
The Model A came in a variety of styles, colors 
and prices. Six body styles were offered: the 
roadster, $385; the phaeton, $395; coupe, $495, 
Tudor sedan, $495; sport coupe, $550; and four-
door sedan, $570. It came in four colors. 
Production reached 820,000 in 1928. By Feb. 4, 
1929, it hit 1 million. And 4 million were built by 
the end of 1930, when nine body styles were 
offered. The Model A allowed Ford to recapture 
sales leadership from Chevrolet. 
The Model A's success, as mighty as it was, was 
short-lived. It was unable to sustain Ford through 
the Depression. In 1931, the last Model A was 
produced. More than 5 million had been built. 
Meanwhile, Henry Ford already was at work on 
his first V-8 model to replace the Model A. 
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The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The 
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link 
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If 
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship. 
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https://www.aaaplumbingheatingair.com/
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://sites.google.com/site/arizonamodela/
http://pvmafc.org/

