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O n  T h e  R o a d  A g a i nO n  T h e  R o a d  A g a i nO n  T h e  R o a d  A g a i n  

Here we are in September and the hope it would be clear sailing 
from here on has not materialized. We still can’t have a meeting and 
there is little prospect of a Club tour anytime soon. It looks like we 
are going to be on our own for quite awhile. 

Few things having to do with travel will be unchanged in the post-
coronavirus world, but of all the ways we travel, the road trip may be 
least affected — at least, from a regulatory standpoint. No one will 
tell you to wear a mask or take your temperature or demand blood 
work before you hit the road.  

Your next Model A road trip may look like this. It may only be around town without any stopping or the 
viewing of the scenery as you rumble down the road. For all, safety is a priority. A breakdown or a flat 

tire can happen to anyone at any time. Traveling with other Club 
members or another Model A owners can help with that occasional 
breakdown. If traveling with others, one would assume you know the 
person that is sitting next to you and you know their health status. 
Wearing a mask will not only help with the Coronavirus but also with 
the dust pollutants and fumes.  

B e f o r e  y o u  l e a v e  

• Do your car’s regular pre-trip check — tires especially. AAA notes that getting stranded may have 
greater consequences because of reduced service.  

• Pack masks and gloves for all riders, and make provisions for hand washing / sanitizer (BYOSS — 
Bring Your Own Soap and Sanitizer). Disinfectant wipes are a must. 

• Clean your car before and after use. The steering wheel is generally four times dirtier than a restroom. 
Besides that high-touch point, clean safety belts, door handles, shift lever and even the key you use to 
start the car. (Bleach or cleaning solutions with bleaching agents should not be used on surfaces, such 
as carpeting, that are not colorfast.) 

 If you’re planning on making a pit stop or two along your route, call ... to make sure the rest area is 
actually going to be open. Some will have shut down for good or will have had hours change. This is 
particularly true in places that have relied solely on ‘travel traffic’ away from more populated areas. 
Create a restroom break kit for each person traveling with you: small bars of soap, paper towels (for 
drying and avoiding high-touch handles), travel-size packs of toilet seat covers; include hand sanitizer 
and wipes for when soap and water are not available. 

 Check conditions at your destination to ensure that you’re not hitting a hot spot. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention offers a map that shows hot spots and provides data. 

 Fuel - If you are at a gas station, consider the restroom break after you pump gas, and wash hands 
before and after. If only pumping gas, use gloves and dispose of them in the nearby trash containers, not 
on the ground. Using a paper towel will not provide the protection that is needed. 

• Car batteries can keep their charge for two months or longer without running. If you can’t drive your 
Model A, keep the battery charged. Start it if you can or at least turn it over by hand to keep the motor 
from freezing.  

Overreacting? Possibly. But in this age of the coronavirus, we must act as though our life depends on 
the precautions we take. 
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President’s Message 
 
reetings Club Members 

Well, it appears that 110° is 

the norm in the Inland 

Empire, this month. So stay 

hydrated if you’re working on 

your “A”. 

I hope everyone knows that 

the club Swap Meet on September 26th has 

been canceled. And, until this virus thing is 

under control we will not have regular 

meetings. 

STAY SAFE,  

Richard Bronstrup 

     President 2020 

                       Officers  

President - Richard Bronstrup 

Vice President - Earl Aceves 

Treasurer - Dan Deane 

Secretary - Monica Dirac 

                Board Members 

Member-at-Large - Mike Kaminski  

Member-at-Large - Laura Northrop 

Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez 

Committee Directors 

Historian - Edna Blackwell 

Hubley Derby - Vacant 

Installation / Holiday Banquet - Vacant 

MAFCA Rep - Vacant 

MAFCA Reporter - Vacant 

Membership - Edna Blackwell 

Model A-pparel - Laura Northrop 

Parades & Events - Vacant 

Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski 

Photographer - Michael Kaminski 

Raffles - Earl Aceves 

Refreshments - Nancy Aceves 

Sponsorship - Vacant 

Sunshine - Nancy Aceves 

Swap Meet - Richard Bronstrup 

Tech - Vacant 

TYHTB - Vacant 

Tour Coordinator - Vacant 

Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski 

     Birthdays 

  2 Sep - Phil Messenger 

  5 Sep - Virginia Johnson 

  6 Sep - Emily Elgan 

  8 Sep - Helen Knauer 

11 Sep - Jim Jackson 

13 Sep - Bill Schubert  

15 Sep - Monica Dirac 

22 Sep - Phil Schneider 

         Anniversaries 

27 Sep - Spawton, Al & Betty 

No newsletter was published for August,  

http://www.dpaa.mil/


 T 
he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a 

Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event.  The 

Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper 

until awarded to another vehicle. 

gear cover installed on the engine. The timing 
pin hole in the Model B cover is indexed at 18 
degrees (engine) before top dead center which 
results in 18 degrees of ignition advance at idle, 
30 degrees at 2000 RPM and 33 degrees at 
2600 RPM. This advance curve is close to ideal 
for most Model A and Model B engines, either in 
stock or touring configuration. Having 15-18 
degrees of initial ignition advance will greatly 
improve performance off idle and thru the low 
and mid range RPM of the engine. More heavily 
modified engines may require a slightly different 
advance curve and initial timing settings. 

Tech Tip 

When looking at distributor specifications, and 
timing curves, keep in mind that while most 
specifications are expressed in engine RPM and 
degrees of crankshaft rotation, some distributor 
specifications may be expressed in distributor 
RPM and degrees of distributor shaft rotation. 

The distributor turns at one half the speed of the 
engine therefore it takes two full revolutions of 
the crankshaft for one revolution of the 
distributor. Specifications expressed in 
distributor degrees and distributor RPM must be 
multiplied by 2 to convert to engine RPM and 
crankshaft degrees. 

 

 

Automatic Ignition Timing Control 

While using the spark lever to better control the 
igniting timing for improved engine performance 
you may have said “why bother, my car runs just 
fine with the spark lever set in one position after 
the engine is started” while others thought “this 
is all way too complicated for me”. 

By 1932, Henry came to the conclusion that the 
manually operated spark lever was no longer 
needed because ignition timing could 
automatically be controlled with the use of a 
centrifugal advance unit in the distributor. 

Starting in 1932, all Fords had this automatic 
spark advance control which not only made 
operating the car easier but better power was 
developed over a wider range of engine speed. 
The 1932-1934 Model B distributor was 
designed with 15 degrees of mechanical 
advance. When initial advance was set at 18 
degrees before top dead center of number 1 
piston, the resultant advance curve is close to 
the optimum for our engines. 

Original Model B distributors in good condition 
are getting hard to find and quality replacement 
parts are difficult to obtain, but there are other 
options. The early Mallory Model A distributors 
work very well but these also are getting hard to 
find. Another very good choice is the older 
Mallory V-8 dual point 4 lobe cam distributors 
that have been modified for 4 cylinder operation 
and machined to fit the Model A engine. These 
are very high quality distributors with an 
adjustable advance curve that can easily be 
tailored to fit the requirements of either a stock 
or modified Model A or Model B engine. 

New replacement distributors with mechanical 
advance are also available but their advance 
curve may not always be optimum for the Model 
A engine. Look for a distributor that has about 15 
to 20 degrees of mechanical advance (engine) 
with no mechanical advance at idle and full 
mechanical advance occurring at about 2300 to 
2500 engine RPM. 

Ignition timing should be adjusted for 30-32 
degrees advance at 2000 engine RPM. Most 
distributors with mechanical advance will require 
the installation of a timing tab and a mark on the 
front pulley with the #1 piston at top dead center 
on the compression stroke. You can then use a 
timing light to adjust the timing. 

If you are using a Model B distributor, timing can 
be set with the conventional manner using the 
 timing pin if you also have the Model B timing 

Model B Distributor Mallory Distributor 

Model B Distributor automatic 
advance curve and ideal curve 



Model A Model A --  pparelpparel  
 

 

1931
1931  1928

1928  

The year of 1930 spoke of change. Gone were 

the carefree roaring ‘20’s and the Flappers 

living life to the fullest each and every day! With 

the very recent stock market collapse people 

were not feeling so free and easy. A much 

more conservative manner was being felt by all. 

As in life, fashion was changing, and the newer 

look was longer and leaner. Hair styles were 

growing longer as were the length of women’s 

skirts. For day wear skirts had reached all the 

way down to the middle of the calf. For evening 

wear they reached down to touch the floor. 

Clothing was fitted more closely to women’s 

figures and created a longer slimmer silhouette. 

Frocks with sleeves usually had sleeves that 

were tightly fitted. Occasionally short puffy 

sleeves were seen mostly during the day. 

Occasionally bell shaped sleeves were worn, 

and they were either to the elbow or the wrist. 

Some of the bell style sleeves were fashioned 

so that they were loosely belled then brought 

back to the wrist, and had elastic or narrow 

cuffs holding them to the wrist. The bell sleeves 

were either long to the wrist, or ended at a 

three quarter length. 

Many of the new dress styles 

were sleeveless. During the 

day women would usually 

wear small cape like shawls 

which would cover some of 

the arms. A continuing and 

very popular style was the 

bolero jacket. These short 

jackets were worn over 

sleeveless dresses. The 

overall look was very 

feminine. Another look made 

use of detachable shawls 

which were convenient and 

 smart looking. 

For evening attire sleeveless gowns were 

accompanied by either three quarter length, or 

elbow length gloves. Fluttering capes were still 

being worn when a light wrap was desired. 

Many gowns were cut very low in the back. 

By 1931 formal 

evening wear had 

long and fitted 

bodices along with 

full and flowing skirts 

below. The back of 

many of these gowns 

were cut extremely 

low and were 

sleeveless for the 

most part. Women 

wore a cover up for 

arms and backs. 

These cover ups 

might be scarves 

which would be 

caught up with a 

flower or jeweled pin. Occasionally ladies 

would wear piano scarves usually long and 

beautifully embroidered by 

hand. Scarves worn during 

the day were many times 

tied. 

The dresses of the early 

thirties were romantic and 

sensuous. The fashions could 

be seen on the big silver 

screen at the moving 

pictures, as worn by the 

actresses of the day. The 

styles and movies were a 

wonderful antidote to the 

more difficult times! 

 



Blast from the PastBlast from the Past  
From our May 1963 Steering Column newsletter 
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault 

Redlands Cinco de Mayo parade 
This parade was handled like a parade should 
be! We were requested to be at the forming area 
at 10:30 a.m. and that the parade would start at 
11:30 a.m. It did start promptly at 11:30 a.m. and 
took only 35 minutes to complete. Boy, this is 
sure are a far cry from some we have attended! 
There was, of course, some broken field driving 
but even this wasn't too bad. In general, it 
seemed to be a well-planned and well-organized 
affair and was a pleasure to attend and 
participate in. 
The “A” members participating were the Mills, 
Jones, Merle Smith and daughter, Stohlers, the 
Twiss girls and R. Loomises. 
One spectator, after thoroughly looking over one 
of the “A's” asked, “whate else did you get for 
Christmas?” A small girl squeal, “look, Mommy, 
she's riding in the trunk!” 
 

Our Sponsor Honored  
The highest honor a Ford dealer can receive 
from the Ford Motor Company was conferred 
last month on our Club sponsor L. J. Snow. The 
distinguished Achievement Award was 
presented to him by William A. Heller, Ford 
Division’s Los Angeles district sales manager. 
The award was presented for the local 
companies high standard of dealership 
operation, management, merchandising, service 
facilities and service during 1962. 
Congratulations, Mr. Snow! 
 

The Piston by R.H.L. 
I certainly want to thank you members for putting 
up with my tired cliches and well worn gags for 
these past sixteen issues, however, it is now 
time for some new blood with new ideas. 
Jaque and Sandy Palmer, 752 N. Florence 
Court, Ontario, have agreed to take over the 
duties of the Steering Column. They have 
demonstrated a very fine interest in the club and 
I am sure they will do a bang-up job with the 
paper. They will have many new ideas and will 
no doubt make many changes and this is what is 
needed! We are sometimes inclined to grow 
stagnant if we stay at the same thing too long, 
so, it's time for a change! Send all of your news 
items, want ads and anything else that will be 
helpful to Jaque and Sandy Palmer. Let's give 
them our full support!  

COVID-19 Is Very Different From 9/11 
Every day, in ways large and small, 9/11 hangs in 
the air. Of course, the pandemic isn’t 9/11, and 
the differences are telling. 
The 9/11 attacks killed 2,753 people in New York 
City. The number of people who have died in 
New York City as a result of COVID-19 as of 
September 4 has already exceeded 23,710.  
But the differences are far more than 
numbers. 9/11 was in some ways far more 
clarifying. America was under attack. In the days 
that followed, Americans came together.   
The crowds that gathered on the West Side 
Highway to cheer and clap for first responders -- 
is echoed in today's 7p.m. applause for 
healthcare workers. But that’s where the 
similarities end. 
As our understanding was of whom to “blame” for 
9/11, still it was a “them.” It wasn’t us. 
Twenty years later, after a war in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, we take some solace in the fact that 
the dangers unleashed in the attacks on the 
World Trade Center came from outside our borders. 
COVID-19 is in the air around us. We find 
ourselves washing our hands, wiping down 
surfaces, and we accept the phrase “flatten the 
curve” as a gentle stand-in for what it really 
means: slow the death rate. 
As terrible as 9/11 was, it also provided a symbol 
for global unity. America was, for a moment, the 
center of global support and appreciation. 
Terrorism, if not stopped, would infect the globe. 
And so we agreed to armed conflict, a reduction 
in civil rights, massive surveillance of digital 
communication, and a blurring of the line between 
war and peace.  
9/11 brought us together against a common 
enemy, one we could at least theoretically identify 
through ideology and fight with technical tools we 
understood.  
COVID-19 offers no such easy blame or identity. 
What does the enemy look like?  
COVID-19 is a virus that doesn’t respect borders, 
nationality, or ethnicity. It is communicable for 
days before it shows symptoms. So even if 
everyone who had any symptoms self-isolated, 
the disease would still spread through the 
population. It makes everyone around us dangerous. 
Thinking back to 9/11, the fear, the sense of 
invisible danger but also the sense of unity, of a 
shared sense of resilience. We were, back then, 
“all in it together.”  
COVID-19 feels strangely more divisive which 
makes the unseen danger of the virus far more 
ominous -- and solving it something that demands 
a global solution to a global pandemic. 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in 
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is 
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for 
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the 
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The 
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions 
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us. 
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the 
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source. 



 Support Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors  

 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The 
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link 
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If 
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship. 

2019 

P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  
P . O .  B o x  1 1 2 0  
R i a l t o ,  C A  9 2 3 7 7 - 1 1 2 0  
p v m a f c @ g m a i l . c o m  

https://www.aaaplumbingheatingair.com/
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://sites.google.com/site/arizonamodela/
http://pvmafc.org/

