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R o a d  t o  R e c o v e r yR o a d  t o  R e c o v e r yR o a d  t o  R e c o v e r y  

The coronavirus crisis has claimed another community event — the annual Fourth of July Parade in 

Redlands. 

In a news release, organizers said they decided to cancel the festivities due to the uncertainty 

surrounding the coronavirus outbreak that has closed government offices, schools and businesses, and 

led to more than 300 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in San Bernardino County alone. 

Earlier, organizers of the Redlands Bicycle Classic announced they had canceled the 36th annual race 

due to the virus outbreak.  

“This local event, in its 54th year, is an Independence Day tradition for the Redlands Community and 

Inland Empire. 

According to the Fourth of July Celebration steering committee, planning for the celebration began last 

year. But the future of the 2020 event became less certain when San Bernardino County indefinitely 

extended its earlier orders prohibiting gatherings and certain businesses from operating to slow the 

spread of the coronavirus. 

In the news release, the committee said it had to act now as payment deadlines approached for 

entertainment. Entering into financial agreements now, with such uncertainty about when public 

gatherings will be permitted again, would not be fiscally responsible, the committee said. 

F a r e w e l l  t o  J o h n  H u s t o n   

On Wednesday June 3rd, Phil and Shirley Messenger, Tom Spurlin and 

Mike Racobs from Paradise Valley A's 

along with others from Anaheim Model 

T's and Orange Blossom A's met in 

Grand Terrace to say good bye to our 

friend and club member John Houston. 

There were 4 Model A's, 1 Model T and 

4 other cars that met at the Stater 

Brothers parking lot and planned a drive by at the Huston's house to let 

John know we will miss him and wish him a safe trip. Since Renee"s passing, John has decided to move 

to Florida. His son will be picking him up on June 15th and driving him to his new residence. Best 

wishes John, you will be missed.  
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President’s Message 
 
reetings Club Members 

 

Well things are slowly going 
back to normal. It most likely 
will never be perfect. 

Currently the State Guidelines 
require a 6’ separation and 
masks for most gatherings. 
Our current meeting location 
(at Ronald McDonalds House 
in Loma Linda) is too small to comply. If any 
of you have an idea of where we can meet 
on a monthly basis please let me know as 
soon as possible. 

We are planning a short tour in July, details 
will come later. 

Thank you everyone for being patient and 
stay well! 
 

Richard Bronstrup 

     President 2020 

                       Officers  

President - Richard Bronstrup 

Vice President - Earl Aceves 

Treasurer - Dan Deane 

Secretary - Monica Dirac 

                Board Members 

Member-at-Large - Mike Kaminski  

Member-at-Large - Laura Northrop 

Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez 

Committee Directors 

Historian - Edna Blackwell 

Hubley Derby - Vacant 

Installation / Holiday Banquet - Vacant 

MAFCA Rep - Vacant 

MAFCA Reporter - Vacant 

Membership - Edna Blackwell 

Model A-pparel - Laura Northrop 

Parades & Events - Vacant 

Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski 

Photographer - Michael Kaminski 

Raffles - Earl Aceves 

Refreshments - Nancy Aceves 

Sponsorship - Vacant 

Sunshine - Nancy Aceves 

Swap Meet - Richard Bronstrup 

Tech - Vacant 

TYHTB - Vacant 

Tour Coordinator - Vacant 

Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski 

 Birthdays 
02 Jun - Cal Knauer 

03 Jun - Wilham, Lina 

06 Jun - Jo Dierking 

07 Jun - Dennis Emmanuel 

09 Jun - Mike Racobs  

18 Jun - Tom Valdez 

23 Jun - Glenn Stewart 

24 Jun - Nancy Aceves 

30 Jun - Julie Sandefur       

           Anniversaries 

01 Jun - Schubert, Bill & Lynda 

13 Jun - Fehler, Bob & Helen  

18 Jun - Tate, Ray & Connie  

20 Jun - Schneider, Phil & Marsha 

23 Jun - Dierking, Ernie & Jo 

29 Jun - Alford, Dan & Cathy 

http://www.dpaa.mil/


 T 
he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a 

Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event.  The 

Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper 

until awarded to another vehicle. 

Some chassis even had a mix of early and 'later' 
features; solid motor mount, standard brakes & 
e-brake in the normal position.  

AR front fenders are shaped a little different near 
the apron seam. 

The very early ‘28s have the hood lacing woven 
between holes in the shell like the Model T, all 
others were riveted. Also a small step down for 
the hood lacing (about the same width as the 
lacing), while the later cowl has a much wider 
step down and the much wider step then the 
later cowl.  

The hoods with the louvers parallel to the top 
hinge are also very hard to find. Early ‘28 had all 
the louvers the same length, while the later ones 
grew in length gradually as they went to the rear. 
The four door sedan had a molding along the 
hood sides that matched the cowl and body line 
special only to that body. There is also a 
difference in the hood latch clips riveted to the 
louver sides - ‘28's were rounded on the 3 
corners and ‘29's had sharp corners. The top 
panels are different on the sedan that has the 
raised bead near the edge.  Hood side louvers 
run on a angle from the side seam. 

The hood handles on the very early hoods are 
also different, they are attached with open rivets 
just like the Model T hoods. Most of the early 
hoods had 4 rivets attaching the handles verses 
the handles with the holes in them. Only the 
very, very early hoods used the handles with the 
holes in them. 

The crank hole molding at the bottom was a 
circle for '28, and in '29 the molding contoured 
slightly to the bottom of the shell like a bell. 

Running board aprons have no hump for the 
brake levers, and get narrow at the rear. 
Rear fenders on the Coupe and Roadster have a 
cut out shape "duckbill" on the back side. 
Sedan rear fenders are round on the bottom 
edge instead of being flat like late fenders. 

The front brake actuators have a tapered shape. 
Round back spindles, steering arms are 
different, the wishbone is thin at the axle mount 
and lighter weight, the backing plates and spring 
perches. 

AR's are neat because they throw a little twist to 
a car that were all the same. There is a bunch of 
little differences but only purist care about.   

The Early ‘28 Model A 
The AR, as they are known, is a Early Model A. 
AR's were built prior to June 1928. They are not 
necessarily rare, just unusual for the use of 
Model A and Model T parts together.  

You will find some of the parts on the car are 
carry-over Model T parts, those being items that 
could be used on the new model.  

One of the unique and most identifiable 
differences is the parking brake that is on the left 
of the drivers seat (like the Model T). The brake 
handle is not on the trans, but rather on the 
drivers side kick panel. It had smooth, not ribbed 
brake and clutch pedals.  

The AR had a red steering wheel rather than the 
black. The red steering wheel was a feature on 
most 1928 Model A’s - not just AR’s. Also they 
had a red distributor cap along with the red 
steering wheel.  

The end bolts on the bumpers are unique to the 
AR only.  

The generator is the short pancake type not the 
traditional long generator. The "powerhouse 
generator" was unique to the AR and was not 
similar, in any way, to the Model T unit.  

The wheels are like the Model T wires. The later 
21" Model A wheels are different. The AR’s also 
had a multi disc clutch which proved 
troublesome. 

“AR” is a parts book code for "A Replacement" or 
second series part. When the Model A first came 
out they quickly upgraded parts that were not up 
to par. The Model A people don't use the AR 
term, it has been replaced with Early ‘28 Ford. 

"AR" is a bit of a misnomer...there were 
variations even among the Early (or AR) Model 
A's. The earliest have a solid front motor mount 
(timing cover bolts directly to the front cross 
member), lack a separate lining for the 
emergency brake, and use of drums and wheels 
that do not interchange with later Model A's. 
When Ford made the change to the updated 
parking brake system (May 1928), the hole in the 
toe board was covered by a small plate. The lack 
of a left hand brake lever and the presence of 
the solid front motor mount points to a 
manufacture date between May and November 
1928 (serial # 160xxx - 585xxx)  



 Support Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors  

 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The 
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link 
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If 
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship. 

2019 

P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  
P . O .  B o x  1 1 2 0  
R i a l t o ,  C A  9 2 3 7 7 - 1 1 2 0  
p v m a f c @ g m a i l . c o m  

 

https://www.aaaplumbingheatingair.com/
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://sites.google.com/site/arizonamodela/
http://pvmafc.org/

