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O p e n i n g  A m e r i c aO p e n i n g  A m e r i c aO p e n i n g  A m e r i c a  

Wondering when it will be safe for the club to once again have a meeting and take a tour or outing? 

At the coronavirus task force news briefing, President Trump revealed a three-phase “Opening Up 
America Again” plan to reopen the country. It is a plan that both recognizes that it will take at least 
another month to get the country on the road to recovery, and also gives new clues for when they might 
be able to travel again. 

If loosening restrictions causes California to see an uptick in COVID-19 cases and deaths, dates to      

re-open will be pushed back.  

With most of the country still stuck inside, the 

number of COVID-19 cases and deaths 

continue to rise. The United States has over 

1.5 million, confirmed COVID-19 cases and 

nearly 85,000 deaths. 

The Tokyo Olympics was postponed 

until summer 2021. That isn’t a big deal, 

considering that tickets are going 

to cost around $60,000, plus a 20% 

surcharge if you live outside of Japan. 

The 2020 Olympics are expensive. The real 

shame is that Germany cancelled .Munich’s 

Oktoberfest. The beer festival was cancelled 

for the first time since World War II, the latest 

major event to fall victim to the coronavirus 

outbreak.. 

Until then, there will be a short intermission to our club schedule. . 

R e n é e  R i c h m o n d   

In Memoriam 
of 

Renée Richmond (Huston) 

It is with great sadness that we announce the death 

of Renée Richmond. 

Our much loved & dedicated member was born on 

26 Jan and passed away this month. She and John 

had been club members for 27 years, joining in 

1993. She always supported club events, helping with the annual swapmeet and the Progressive 

Breakfast. Renée was also an active member of the Woman’s Club of San Bernardino.   

All who loved her dearly will never forget her wit, charm, grace (when pertinent) and undying love and 

caring for them.  

She left us way too soon and will be dearly missed. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Guidelines-for-Opening-Up-America-Again.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Guidelines-for-Opening-Up-America-Again.pdf


 

 

President’s Message 

reetings Club Members 

It is with a sad heart that I 
have to announce that we 
have lost another dear 
member & friend of our 
Paradise Valley Club. 

Renee (Richmond) Huston, 
passed away this month. 
She was a great support to our car club and 
she will be missed. Our hearts and prayers go 
out to John Huston & family members. 

I am getting a lot of questions about our Swap 
Meet.  So far we are planning to have the 
swap meet on Saturday, September 26th.  As 
long as the Little League Headquarters will 
allow us and the state & county regulations 
approve it.  I think that we will scale down the 
Food Service to Water and Soda ONLY.  We 
will recommend Masks and Social Distancing 
for Buyers and Sellers. 

I Hope everyone is staying safe and limiting 
exposure to others. 

Stay Well! 
 

Richard Bronstrup 

     President 2020 
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Birthdays 
02 May - Helen Fehler 

09 May - Bob Ward  

18 May - Dan Alford 

18 May - Ray Tate 

 

  Anniversaries 

02 May - Deane, Dan & Rory 

09 May - Knowlton, Richard & Susan 

25 May - Racobs, Mike & Sheri 



 Tuskegee airmen shot down three  
German jets in a single day 

. 
The Tuskegee Airmen  is the popular name of a group 
of African American military pilots (fighter and bomber) 
who fought in World War II. Officially, they formed the 
332nd Fighter Group and the 477th Bombardment 
Group of the United States Army Air Forces. The name 
also applies to the navigators, bombardiers, mechanics, 
instructors, crew chiefs, nurses, cooks and other 
support personnel for the pilots. 
The Tuskegee Airmen were the first African-American 
military aviators in the United States Armed Forces. 
During World War II, black Americans in many U.S. 
states were still subject to the Jim Crow laws and the 
American military was racially segregated, as was 
much of the federal government. The Tuskegee Airmen 
were subjected to discrimination, both within and 
outside the Army. All black military pilots who trained in 
the United States trained at Moton Field, the Tuskegee 
Army Air Field, and were educated at Tuskegees 
University, located near Tuskegee, Alabama; the group 
included five Haitians from the Haitians Air Force, Alix 
Paquet Raymond Cassagnol, Pelissier Nicolas, 
Ludovic Audant, and Eberle Guilbaud. There was also 
one pilot from Port of Spain, Trinidad, Eugene 
Theodore  
On March 24, 1944, a fleet of P-51 Mustangs led by 
Colonel Benjamin O. Davis, commander of the 
Tuskegee airmen, set out on the longest escort mission 
their crews would fly during World War II. The 43 
fighters were there to help B-17 bombers run a gauntlet 
of over 1,600 miles into the heart of Hitler’s Germany 
and back. The bombers’ target, a massive Daimler-
Benz tank factory in Berlin, was heavily defended by 
whatever forces the Luftwaffe could muster at that point 
in the war. The 25 aircraft protecting the plant included 
the battle-tested Fw 190 radial propeller fighters, the Me 
163 “Komet” rocket-powered plane and the much more 
formidable Me 262, history’s first jetfighter and the 
forerunner of today’s modern fighters. While the 
American P-51s typically lagged behind the Me 163s 
and 262s, they could outmaneuver them at low speeds. 
The German planes also tended to run out of fuel more 
quickly than the Tuskegee airmen’s Mustangs. Making 
the most of their limited advantages, pilots Charles 
Brantley, Earl Lane and Roscoe Brown all shot down 
German jets over Berlin that day, earning the all-black 
332nd Fighter Group a Distinguished Unit Citation.  

In all, 992 pilots were trained in Tuskegee from 1941 to 
1946. 355 were deployed overseas, and 84 lost their 
lives in accidents or combat. The toll included 68 pilots 
killed in action or accidents, 12 killed in training and non-
combat missions and 32 captured as prisoners of war.  

When this is over… 
 
"When this is over, 
May we never again take for granted 
A handshake with a stranger 
Full shelves at the store 
Conversations with neighbors 
A crowded theater 
Friday night out 
The taste of communion 
A routine checkup 
The school rush each morning 
Coffee with a friend 
The stadium roaring 
Each deep breath 
A boring Tuesday 
Life itself. 
 
When this ends 
may we find 
that we have become 
more like the people 
we wanted to be 
we were called to be 
we hoped to be 
and may we stay 
that way — better 
for each other 
because of the worst." 
 

Laura Kelly Fanucci 

 
 
 
 

Flowers on the Wall 

“Counting flowers on the wall, 
that don’t bother me at all,  

playing solitaire til dawn with a deck of 51, 

smoking cigarettes and watching Captain 
Kangaroo, don’t tell me - I’ve nothing to do!”  

( R.I.P. Harold Reid - Bass Singer for the 
Statler Brothers ) 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in 
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is 
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for 
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the 
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The 
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions 
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us. 
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the 
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source. 



 T 
he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a 

Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event.  The 

Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper 

until awarded to another vehicle.  

Trouble shooting that  
&=$$@&%?# Zenith Carburetor 

Here’s a list of hints for the next time you’re about to 
lose your temper with with that infernal device. This is 
from THE RESTORER Sept / Oct, 2013. The list to the 
left can be a handy guide to check. 

The diameter of jets can easily be checked using 
number twist drill bits or pin hole gages. 

Jet sizes: main: 63 or 64; cap: 62 or 63; compensator: 65; 
idle: 75. 

Jet threads are 5mm 75 pitch. A worn throttle shaft or 
casting can cause a rough idle due to a vacuum leak. 

An incorrect throttle shutter plate will cause a rough idle 
due to air leakage. 

Fuel leakage between the upper carburetor body and 
the lower carburetor bowl are caused by the following 
problem: Non-parallel surfaces (draw file using a single 
cut mill bastard file); bad gasket; float level too high 

Drain plug leaks are due to the following: 

1. Bolt head gasket seat not smooth. Use a single cut 
mill bastard file. 

2. A loose bolt can cause a leak. Don’t over tighten and 
strip threads. 

3. Bad gasket. 

Irregular fuel flow can be caused by the following items: 

1. Fuel tank valve screen partially clogged. 

2. Sediment bulb filter partially clogged. 

3. Fuel strainer on carburetor partially clogged. 

4. Using a micro-filter screen. 

Two areas to check on the fuel strainer of the carburetor 
are: 

1. Too much solder on the screen. 

2. Fuel line not cut at a 15 degree angle causing a slight 
blockage. 

The adjustment needle and idle mixture screw must seat 
properly. Check the following problems: 

1. Bent needle. 

2. Scored needle. 

3. Flat spots on needle. 

A fuel leak at the gas line to the carburetor is usually 
caused by a rough seat area inside the carburetor 
housing. This is repaired by using a small hone to 
smooth the seat. 

With the float, it is a good idea to test for leaks by 
submerging it in very hot water to see if there are holes 
or cracks causing the leak. If there are leaks present in 
the float, bubbles will appear in the water coming from 
the float. Where the bubbles appear, that is where the 
leaks are. The leaks are repaired by soldering. 

Zenith Carburetor Trouble Shooting List  

Rough idle 
 Compensator jet too large 
 Compensator jet clogged 
 Vacuum leak at intake manifold 

Engine Stalls 
 Low idle speed 
 Low float level 
 Sticking float needle valve 
 Vacuum leak 
 Incorrect choke adjustment 

Loss of Power or Speed 
 Main jet size too small 
 Main jet partially clogged 
 Low float level 
 Fuel mixture too lean 

Engine Missing 
 Main jet too large 
 Compensator jet too small 
 Fuel restriction 

Engine speed surges 
 Clogged fuel filter at sediment bowl 
 Clogged fuel filter at carburetor fuel strainer 
 Dirty air filter (Only if one is being used) 



 Support Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors  

 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The 
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link 
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If 
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship. 

2019 

P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  
P . O .  B o x  1 1 2 0  
R i a l t o ,  C A  9 2 3 7 7 - 1 1 2 0  
p v m a f c @ g m a i l . c o m  

 

https://www.aaaplumbingheatingair.com/
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://sites.google.com/site/arizonamodela/
http://pvmafc.org/

