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Salute To Past Presidents
Past Presidents were invited to the
February general membership meeting
(instead of a program), where we honored
them for their service. They shared a little
bit of their year as president with us.
Those six past presidents in attendance
were:
Ray Tate 1999
1999--2000, Ron Blackwell 2012
2012--2014
2014,,
Ernie Dierking 1983, Phil Messenger 2017
2017--2019,
Richard Bronstrup 1982 & 1988, Cheri Bronstrup 2003
2003--2004.
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Last month we had brunch at Jovi’s Diner in
San Bernardino. We've been there several
times and have never been disappointed.
It’s a nice 50’s Style Restaurant with a wide
variety of food. The food was great (they
make the best hand made corn tortillas).
The Bronstrup‘s were the only one that
drove an A. Those that attended were John
Huston & Renee Richmond, Ernie & Jo
Dierking, Laura Northrop, Richard & Cheri
Bronstrup. Hope to see more people out in March, at the Highland Cafe.
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The San Diego Big Three Swap Meet
was a big disappointment this year. It
was held only on Fri Feb 21 and Sat
Feb 22 because of a conflict in
scheduling of the Stadium, which was
booked for the Sunday.
The turn out of the buyers and sellers
was poor and to top it off, it rained on
Saturday. It’s sad because this is the
last swap meet at the stadium.
The word from the stadium is that 2020
will be the last opportunity for the Big 3 at the Stadium. After much
research, they have decided that there is not another venue that will
accommodate such a great event. Sorry if you missed the 2020 Big 3
Swap Meet! This was the last one!
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Call to Order - Richard Bronstrup called the meeting to order at 7:05pm, at Ronald McDonald
House, 11365 Anderson St., Loma Linda CA 92354, followed by the Flag Salute.
Minutes – Monica Dirac – Richard proposed to accept the corrected minutes, as read, Cheri's
name was misspelled.
Treasurer’s Report – Dan Deane – We have $6,542.54 in the bank. Dan has the books with him
and any member wanting to see them is welcome to do so.
Birthdays and Anniversaries - Cheri Bronstrup acknowledged the February birthdays and anniversaries.
Committee Reports Sunshine - Nancy Aceves - Tom Valdez has been having some health problems, he is in Kaiser
Hospital in Fontana.
Tours and Car Shows - 28th March Highland Citrus Harvest Festival - Meet at Jenny's Diner at 7:30am.
TYHTB – 15th Feb - Meet at Jovi's, 123 N E St, San Bernardino at 10:30am. There is plenty of parking.
29th March - Orange County Pancake Breakfast (the day after the Highland Citrus Festival) at
Hart Park, 701 S Glassell St., Orange, Meet at La Sierra Railway Station. Take plenty of address
labels to put on the back of your raffle tickets.
Swap Meet - 26th September, it will be a one-day only event this year. Richard handed out about
100 flyers at the Turlock Swap Meet; there were plenty of local vendors and buyers, from
Riverside and San Bernardino area.
New Club T-Shirts and Jackets - Earl's Son, Earl Jr. will soon be back in business to print our logo
on jackets and T-shirts. Some members’ shirts etc. are getting old and ready to be replaced.
Swingers - Connie Tate - Connie now is in touch with the new person doing the swingers, if
anyone needs a new badge or has lost a swinger talk to Connie.
Tonight's Program - Richard read the names of our departed Presidents, followed by a moment
of silence. Phil, our most recent past president, had his four President's book for us to look at in
case we missed them at the Installation Banquet. Phil described some of the events the Club took
part in while he was president - the first year we went to the Orange Show we had only two Model
As on display, last year we had eight cars including a Model T, the Redlands Christmas Parades
were fun and so was this year's New Year's Day outing with the Temecula Club, actually it was
held on Saturday 4th January. We visited an enormous private collection of John Deere tractors in
Hemet. There were three steel buildings full of tractors, one alone had ninety tractors, and there
were two Waterloo Boys manufactured by the Waterloo Gasoline Engine Company that was
purchased by the John Deere Tractor Company in 1918. The early John Deere tractors had not
proved to be successful.
Ron Blackwell talked briefly about his time as President "There is nothing like being President, it is
quite a challenge! One can see and do so many interesting things, and then it is fun to see other
people lead."
Ray Tate confessed that he was not really a public speaker but being President was a "fun
experience", he had a good time.
Ernie commented that it was so long ago when he was president,1983, it was hard to remember,
Richard claimed to have been a teenager. Things were different then, our Swap Meet was held in
the Sears parking lot, we had a Tour to Catalina.
Cheri also had a good time; she was not the first woman president, that was Pat Ward.
Laura, a past First Lady knew all of the past presidents, she was seven when the Club was
founded, her family was among the founding members. All the past Presidents all had good time
in office, don't forget that when it is time for someone to volunteer to be our next President!
Richard still has Club "license plates" for sale. Ron would like all members who have not already
done so to check their entries for this year's roster.
Richard thanked for the Presidents' Day cake.
Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 8:07pm

President’s Message
reetings Club Members
The calendar is filling up
quickly, for this month. I
want to extend an invitation
to our Take Your Honey To
Brunch and bring your
Model A on March 14th at
10:30am. We will be brunching
at the Highland Cafe located
at 7223 Church St., Highland, CA 909–280–9911 if
you want to take a look at their menu ahead
of time go to:
http://www. cafehighland.com
Make sure you get on your personal calendar
the Highland Citrus Harvest Fair and Car
Show on Saturday, March 28th. Bring your ‘A’
& meet us for breakfast at 7:30 AM at Jenny’s
Diner before the show, which starts around
9:00 AM.
Then Sunday, March 29th is the Annual
Orange County Pancake Breakfast at Hart
Park. Arrive early to get a good parking spot. I
look forward to seeing everybody this month.
Please support all of our sponsors as they
support us. Happy motoring and
Happy St. Patrick's Day!

Richard Bronstrup
President

Officers
President - Richard Bronstrup
Vice President - Earl Aceves
Treasurer - Dan Deane
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Mike Kaminski
Member-at-Large - Laura Northrop
Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez

Committee Directors
Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Hubley Derby - Vacant
Installation / Holiday Banquet - Vacant
MAFCA Rep - Vacant
MAFCA Reporter - Vacant
Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Model A-pparel - Laura Northrop
Parades & Events - Vacant
Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski
Photographer - Michael Kaminski
Raffles - Earl Aceves
Refreshments - Nancy Aceves
Sponsorship - Vacant

Birthdays
10 Mar - Blanche Weeks
14 Mar - Nancy Nelson
18 Mar - Rick Ballard
24 Mar - Edna Blackwell
26 Mar - Julie Rasmussen
27 Mar - Deena Lowe-Davidson
31 Mar - Dave Northrop

Sunshine - Nancy Aceves
Swap Meet - Richard Bronstrup
Tech - Vacant
TYHTB - Vacant
Tour Coordinator - Vacant
Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski
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03 Mar Tue 10am - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

08 Mar Sun - Daylight Saving Time Begins - Clocks are turned forward
10 Mar Tue 7pm - General Meeting
Ronald McDonald House 11365 Anderson Street, Loma Linda

17 Mar Tue - St. Patrick's Day
28 Mar Sat - Highland Citrus Harvest Festival
Lineup: 9:00am Festival starts: 10:00am

29 Mar Sun 8am - Orange County Pancake Breakfast

The 59th pancake breakfast sponsored by Orange County Model A Club will take place at the
same location - Hart Park. 701 S. Glassell St., Orange.
Pancakes, sausage, eggs, juice & hot coffee served from 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM. Adults $7.00,
Children (2-10 yrs.) $4.00. There will be many raffle opportunities. Over 300 Model A’s will be
on display. Be sure to drive your Model A.
Don't forget to bring return address labels to put on your drawing tickets and bring your lawn
chairs.

07 Apr Tue 10am - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

12 Apr Sun - Easter
14 Apr Tue 7pm - General Meeting

Ronald McDonald House 11365 Anderson Street, Loma Linda
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16~18 Apr Thu~Sat CCRG - Central California Regional Group Jamboree

E

Enter at 4pm Fri 24 Apr at the E St. gate
Friday 5pm - 11pm
Saturday 12pm - 11pm
Sunday 12pm - 11pm
P a r a d e - 2pm Sat 25 Apr. Join us for the parade
F i r e w o r k s - 8 p m Sat 25 Apr
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Kern County AG Pavilion , Bakersfield

24~26 Apr Fri~Sun - National Orange Show - Orange Pavilion Bldg

05 May Tue 10am - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino
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10 May Sun - Mother’s Day
12 May Tue 7pm - General Meeting
16 May Sat - Armed Forces Day

L

16 May Sat 10am - Riverside Vintage Home Tour
25 May Mon - Memorial Day

S

Day to pay special tribute and honor to those currently serving in the U.S. military
Honors those who gave ALL while in military service

Rely on the Website for the most current information

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Inland Empire Ronald McDonald House
11365 Anderson Street
Loma Linda, CA 92354
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he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle. Currently it is held by Ron Blackwell.
Condensers and Coils
Condensers: You can tell when a condenser
has gone bad if your normally smooth running
engine suddenly backfires and won’t rev up.
One way of checking this out is to remove the
distributor cap, body and rotor. Make sure the
points are closed. Turn on the ignition switch
and place the high tension wire (from center of
coil) about 1/2” from any convenient ground on
the engine. Push points open with a screwdriver
then close the points. The spark should jump
the gap with a sharp crack and a straight line.
The spark should have a blue tinge. If the
condenser is bad, the spark will still jump the
gap, but will be thin and stringy and white in
color. Whenever in doubt throw the condenser
away, especially if it is a new reproduction
condenser. These cannot always be depended
on. If you happen to have used condensers and
want to have their condition checked, take them
to your local TV or radio repairman who has the
necessary equipment to check them.
Coils: Begin by turning off the ignition key.
Remove the tension wire from the center point
on the coil. Remove the black wire from the
terminal (- side) on the coil and the red wire on
the (+ side) of the terminal on the coil. Using an
ohmmeter (lowest scale), measure the
resistance from the (+) coil terminal. This should
measure 1.6 ohms to 1.8 ohms. Now set the
ohmmeter to 10K scale. Measure the resistance
from each coil terminal (+) and (-), to the center
contact. This should measure 6.7 ohms to 10K
ohms. Measure the resistance from each coil
terminal (+) and (-), to the outer metal case of
the coil. Now you should measure as an open
circuit. If the first two steps show a short or open
reading, it indicates a defective coil. If the 10K
step shows any reading except open (infinity),
the coil is defective and should be replaced.
Ignition Coil Connections
The ignition coil does not change the direction of
current flow hence it does not change polarity.
However, there are more coils in the secondary
winding inside of the coil, thus there is more
resistance to incoming current flow at the
secondary winding terminal, so the coil’s high
voltage output to the spark plugs will be less if
the battery is inadvertently connected to the
secondary winding terminal. By the way, the
higher resistance wastes primary current in the
form of heat and the coil will run hotter if the
battery (current-in) is connected to the
secondary terminal instead of the primary
terminal. Heat reduces coil life!
So now that we know the primary terminal on the
ignition coil is where we want to connect the
battery wire, two questions arise to get the

connection right in the
Model A: (1) Which is the
primary terminal on the
coil? (2) Which is the
correct wire from the
battery that connects to the
primary terminal?
(1) Using an ohmmeter
with one lead in the high
voltage output socket,
measure
the
DC
resistance at each wire
terminal.
Connect
the
battery wire to the terminal
with the least resistance to
get the highest secondary voltage output to the
spark plugs.
(2) Assuming that the Model A has a 6-volt
system wired in accordance with the factory
diagram, the BLACK wire from the driver’s side
of the terminal box is the correct wire. If your
Model A has non-factory wiring, then find the
wire coming from the CHARGE side of the
ammeter and trace it down to the terminal box
stud. Connect this stud to the primary terminal
of the coil.
Do not rely on the markings that may be cast
into the coil top at the terminals. Before 1955,
coils were marked (-) or BAT at the primary
winding terminal, and (+) at the secondary
winding terminal because the ignitions of the
time were 6-volt (+) ground. By 1956, ignitions
went to 12-volts (-) ground, so the primary
terminal was marked (+) or BAT. So you can
see the coil markings may cause you to make
the wrong connections for a pre-1956 Ford.
Most all coils, 6 and 12-volt alike, for breaker
point ignitions are (the same) designed for 6 to
8-volt operation. Note the resistance wire in the
figure. In a 12-volt ignition system, the ignition
switch has 2 run positions. The START position
allows 12 volts into the primary coil to get a hot
shot high-voltage engine start.
When you
release the key to the RUN position, the
resistance wire is cut into the primary circuit to
drop the coil voltage to 6 to 8 volts. The heat
from a constant 12-volt input will shorten the life
of a breaker point ignition coil.
When converting from 6 to 12-volt operation, you
can run a reproduction “Ford” script 6-volt coil
with an external resistor so the coil operates at 6
to 8 volts. You can also run a 12-volt coil with an
external resistor. However, some 12-volt coils
have an internal resistor and you need to know
this to avoid having two resistors on the primary
side of the coil.

250 years since the Boston Massacre

The Boston Massacre occurred on March 5, 1770
when British soldiers in Boston opened fire on a group
of American colonists, killing five men. Prior to
the Boston Massacre the British had instituted a
number of new taxes on the American colonies
including taxes on tea, glass, paper, paint, and lead.
The Boston Massacre was a street fight that occurred
between a "patriot" mob, throwing snowballs, stones,
and sticks, and a squad of British soldiers.
British troops in the Massachusetts Bay Colony were
there to stop demonstrations against the Townshend
Acts and keep order, but instead they provoked outrage.
Private Hugh Montgomery was the first British soldier to
fire. He was also identified by many witnesses in the trial
as the man who killed Crispus Attucks. As if this were
not enough, it is also believed that it was Montgomery,
not Captain Preston who yelled “Damn you, fire!” to the
troops. The other soldiers began firing a moment later,
and when the smoke cleared, five colonists were dead
or dying—Crispus Attucks, Patrick Carr, Samuel Gray,
Samuel Maverick and James Caldwell—and three
more were injured. This led to a campaign by speechwriters to rouse the ire of the citizenry.
The event in Boston helped to unite the colonies
against Britain. What started as a minor fight became a
turning point in the beginnings of the American
Revolution. The Boston Massacre helped spark the
colonists' desire for American independence, while the
dead rioters became martyrs for liberty.
9 British regulars were charged during the Boston
Massacre trials. Preston and six of his men were
acquitted, two others were found guilty of manslaughter.
Colonists continued to rebel after the Boston Massacre,
including the historic Boston Tea Party. The Boston
Massacre had a major impact on relations between
Britain and the American colonists. It further incensed
colonists already weary of British rule and unfair
taxation and roused them to fight for independence.
Before the “The Boston Massacre” name became
common, the incident was also called The Bloody
Massacre in King Street, from the title of the famous
Paul Revere engraving. In the early 1800's it was also
called the State Street Massacre.
Paul Revere created his most famous engraving titled the
“Bloody Massacre Perpetrated in Kings Street in Boston”
just 3 weeks after the Boston Massacre occurred on
March 5, 1770. It is regarded by historians as an
important document of the pre-revolutionary period. Why
is there a dog in the Boston Massacre?
Dogs tend to symbolize loyalty and fidelity. The dog in
the print is not bothered by the mayhem behind him
and is staring out at the viewer. The sky is illustrated in
such a way that it seems to cast light on the British
“atrocity.” Crispus Attucks is visible in the lower left-hand
corner.

Blast from the Past
From our March 1963 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault

Sciots Parade
Marge Spies, driving their coupe and
accompanied by their granddaughter, George
Spies, driving their cabrolet and accompanied by
another granddaughter, Everett and Hazel Mills
with Debbie Henderson as guest, Ed Meadows
and guests, Mr. Appleby withour a top, Mr. and
Mrs. Stohler and son, and Ray, Iva, Linda and
guest, met at L. J. Snows’ at 11:00 A.M.
Saturday March 16th with the intention of
attending and participating in the Sciots Parade.
We hadn't hardly said hello to each other when it
started to rain. We all agreed to give it up and
head for home. Marge Spies called us late that
afternoon and told us it stopped raining after
they had headed for home so they, along with
Ed Meadows and Mr. Appleby decided to try it
again. She said they participated in the parade
and didn't get wet until they were on the way
home.
Our hats are off to these participating Club
members! At least they saw to it that our Club
was represented and the parade.
Orange Show
Five “A's” participated in the tour to the Orange
Show March 22nd. Poncho and Earlene Hoon
and family, Merle and Iva Smith and girls,
Jerome and Betty Stohler and Mr. Appleby and
son (both driving “A’s”) made up the group. They
were joined by Lorraine Hendricks and girls in
their family car. Those who went had a very nice
time and enjoy the stage show. As I remember
there were about 19 “A’s” that made the Orange
Show tour last year. What's happening?
New Member
We would like to extend a warm welcome to new
member Jerome Stohler and his wife Betty. They
are the proud owners of that “Ladies Choice” ‘30
Coupe.
*****
We are very sorry to learn of the death of Mr.
Applebee's wife March 31, 1963. To Mr. Appleby
and family, the club extends their sincere
sympathy.
*****
Ella Mae Tyrell has been confined to the hospital
with a very hard to locate infection. We wish her
a speedy recovery.

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.

Support Our Sponsors

2019

Bob Dunham 1970 PVMAFC Past President
Robert Dewey Dunham was born August 21, 1934 and passed away on
Sunday, February 09, 2020.
Robert “Bob” D. Dunham, 85, died at home on the evening of Feb. 9, 2020, with
his wife and children by his side.
He was born Aug. 21, 1934, in Glendale to Dewey A. Dunham and Carolyn M.
Rosser. He lived in the San Bernardino area most of his life. He was a resident
of Yucaipa for 47 years.
He graduated from San Bernardino High School in 1952 and enlisted in the U.S.
Navy. He was sent to Aviation School in Norman, Okla. While in Oklahoma he
met Betty, the girl who would share his life for the next 60 years.
He was a Korean War veteran. After his service in the U.S. Navy he worked at Norton Air Force
Base for six years. He joined the Sheriff’s Department in 1962. After retiring, he had a few part
time jobs including the Redlands Green Sheet and Yucaipa Lawnmower Shop. Through the years
he became a member of several clubs. He was a member of the Paradise Valley Model A Ford
Club and was a past president of the club. His love of antique and classic cars and the knowledge
of how to build a Model A from the ground up were well known. He provided tech talks in the 80s
and helped many members get their Model A’s back on the road. He did great wood graining and
carburetor rebuilding. He had enthusiasm for all of his hobbies and there were many.
He was a fun-loving person with a great sense of humor. One of his favorite pastimes were
meeting different groups of friends for coffee at the local restaurants in the mornings. There was
always a lot of laughter and stories to tell.
He was proud of his wife, his children, and his country. The family will miss him so much but so
will the many friends that he made through the years.
He was predeceased in death by his parents, his sister, Carol Butler; and two grandchildren, Lacy
Dunham and Bryan Dunham.
He is survived by his wife, Betty; three children, Michael Dunham, Russell Dunham and Cheri
Rehkopf (Dan); 10 grandchildren; numerous greatgrandchildren; and his nieces, Barbara Hatler
and Marci Mundell (Paul). DESERT LAWN FUNERAL HOME AND MEMORIAL PARK - Calimesa, CA
The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

Boston Massacre Site
The Boston Massacre site marker is
located at the intersection of State and
Congress Streets in Downtown Boston,
outside of the Old State House, a few
yards away from where the Massacre
took place. The Massacre site has been
moved twice, both times from the center
of the intersection. Today, a medallion on
the Freedom Trail marks the site of the
Boston Massacre and reenactments
hosted by the Bostonian Society take
place on the anniversary every year.
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