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The Fred Williams Tractor and Farm Equipment Tour The Fred Williams Tractor and Farm Equipment Tour The Fred Williams Tractor and Farm Equipment Tour    
On January 4th, Shirley and I started out early in the morning, heading down to 
Riverside to pick up Tom and Judy Spurlin. After coffee and donuts, it was off to 
Alan and Karolina Porchôs, to add them to the group.  

Rudy Perez of the Temecula A's invited our club to participate on a tour to the Fred 
Williams Tractor Collection in Nuevo. Rudy had seen the collection and said it is 
fantastic.  

We met other drivers at Corkyôs Kitchen and Bakery in Perris for a quick drivers 
meeting and directions. Our destination was the Fred Williams tractor and farm 
equipment in Hemet.  Other clubs that participated were the Orange Blossom A's, 
Palomar A's and another special interest Ford Club. There were 28 Model A's, 9 
special interest cars and 14 modern vehicles with over a hundred people attending 
the tour.  

The elder Fred Williams moved to Perris from the Ozarks 70 years ago. 
Through four generations, Williams & Sons has been a mainstay in 
Perris, first raising potatoes and trucking, and since 1986, onions. 

The company has worked as many as 1,600 acres with packing houses 
in Imperial, Lancaster and Bakersfield. There were times when the 
Williamsô onion growing-operations produced 25,000 of 50-pound bags 
of red, white and yellow onions a day. Along the way, the Williamsô 
mechanized the harvesting process, almost eliminating backbreaking 
manual labor. Fred Williams, 59, started farming at age 17, following in 
his grandfatherôs and fatherôs footsteps, and doing custom harvesting of 

mostly onions of other growers as well. He sold his business interests to his son, Ryan, and made him 
set up his own shop so Fred could turn his shop near Hemet into a place to restore tractors. A ñJohn 
Deere manò he has over four dozen green and yellow tractors and, in honor of his father, Paul, a few red 
International Harvesters.  

The tour to the tractor collection was impressive. We walked through 3 
large buildings full of mostly John Deere tractors that were totally 
restored. There was approximately 100 tractors in each building. It was a 
incredible collection where every tractor was totally restored to working 
order. Each tractor was painted, with new tires in an impeccably clean 
environment. The floor of his shop is the cleanest youôve ever seen and 
the condition of the tractors so showroom perfect that the new tires alone 
could run a restorer a couple hundred thousand dollars. I was so 
impressed because this was one of the best displays and cleanest 
buildings I have ever seen.  

We were impressed that a single person would devote that much energy and money to a hobby. I know 
there are people who do the same thing with Model Aôs. They want to make their Model A just exactly 
the way Henry made it. I admire them for their devotion to excellence and detail. But I don't think they 
take these "high point" cars on tours. Our club is a touring club where we modify our A's so we can drive 
them. Neither hobby is better than the other, just different.  

After the tour, many returned to Corky's for lunch, however some of us decided on Mexican food at 
Tarasco's instead.  After a couple of hours of catching up, eating and drinking margaritas, we headed 
home. 

Thanks to Rudy and Lori Perez for putting on a fantastic tour. Everyone had a great time. It was only 
January 4th, and we might have had the highlight tour of the year!  

Written by and photos from Phil Messenger, Temecula Valley A's, Palomar Model A Ford Club  
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The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization,  Model A 
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles 
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community 
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA. 
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