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The annual Installation Banquet and 
Holiday Party was held on December 
15th at the Mill Creek Cattle Company in 
Mentone. This is always a fun way to end 
the year with good food and good friends. 
This year we had a surprise presentation 
by Mr. Colin Millsom who is a teacher for 
first and second grade at Crafton 
Elementary School and also the choir 
director for fourth and fifth grade "Crafton 
Crooners". He brought 16 of his students 

to perform for us. The club members took up a collection to give to the students who were surprised and 
grateful. Mr Millsom said it would be used for t-shirts for the choir. Thank you Emily for this.   

I n s t a l l a t i o n  B a n q u e tI n s t a l l a t i o n  B a n q u e tI n s t a l l a t i o n  B a n q u e t    

V e t e r a n s  D a y  P a r a d eV e t e r a n s  D a y  P a r a d eV e t e r a n s  D a y  P a r a d e    

This year our club was able to honor our Veterans by participating in two Veterans Day Parades. The 
first one was held on November 9th in Riverside. We met up with the Orange Blossom Model A Club and 
had 11 cars participating. Many of our club members had signs on the sides of their cars honoring their 
family veterans. After the parade we were invited to the Riverside Elks Lodge for a barbecue lunch and a 
USO style performance by the Lindy Sisters, singing many old time favorites and patriotic songs. 

On November 11th we also had 11 cars 
participate in the Redlands Veterans Day 
Parade. This one is always lined with 
many veterans along the parade route 
who were excited to see our cars. We 
thanked them for their service and were  
honored to salute them. 
After the parade we met for our traditional 
lunch at Nicks Burgers. 

R e d l a n d s  C h r i s t m a s  P a r a d eR e d l a n d s  C h r i s t m a s  P a r a d eR e d l a n d s  C h r i s t m a s  P a r a d e    

The annual Redlands Christmas Parade was scheduled for December 7th, but due to rain, it was 
rescheduled for the following week. On December 14th it looked like the weather was clearing and the 
parade was a go. 12 of us met at Sizzler for a pre-parade lunch. We had our cars ready and lots of lights 
and decorations to adorn them. Just as we finished eating and were heading for the staging area, we 
received an email stating the parade had been cancelled, so unfortunately there was no Christmas 
Parade this year.  

Steering ColumnSteering Column  

December 8th was a tour of the Inland 
Empire Ronald McDonald House. This is 
where we have been holding our general 
meetings for the last year, so it was nice 
to see more than the conference room 
and to hear about everything they do for 
families in need. 15 club and family 
members came, bringing cookies and 
treats for the guests and staff. Families 
with children admitted to Loma Linda 
Hospital across the street are invited to 

stay as long as needed and are supplied with whatever they need (at no cost) so they can be close to 
their children.  We saw a residents room, the kitchen and dining areas, the laundry room and play areas 
for teens and younger siblings. We had a great tour guide named Jesus, who took a ride in Tom Spurlins 
Model A around the parking lot after the tour. After the tour, we went to Graziano's Pizza in Colton for 
Pizza and sandwiches for lunch.   

I n l a n d  E m p i r e  R o n a l d  M c D o n a l d  H o u s eI n l a n d  E m p i r e  R o n a l d  M c D o n a l d  H o u s eI n l a n d  E m p i r e  R o n a l d  M c D o n a l d  H o u s e    

http://pvmafc.org/


 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization,  Model A 
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles 
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community 
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA. 

2019-12-15 Board Members Installation Banquet 

http://www.mafca.com/


 President’s Message 
Happy New Year- 
I Hope everyone had a Very 
Merry Christmas and wishing 
you and your family the best 
this coming year. 
We are looking forward to 
the NEW Decade with a few 
club changes. If you have 
some suggestions or changes 
you’d like to see, let me 
know. 
I’m looking at bringing back the “Feed the 
Piggy Bank” and use that money towards a 
charitable donation. This year we are hoping 
to have a speaker or a presentation at our 
monthly club meetings. 
Some Sad News to share with our members 
on December 19, 2019, we lost a very dear 
and giving member of our club Ron 
Buchanan, Past President. 
Services for Ron will be private. 
Also, another sad note is that Earl and 
Nancy Aceves’ son lost his home on 
December 20

th
, due to a fire. 

If you haven’t paid you Dues for 2020, they 
are $20.00. Please see Dan Deane and get 
your membership caught up. 
 

Richard Bronstrup 

     President 
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                       Officers  

President - Richard Bronstrup 

Vice President - Earl Aceves 

Treasurer - Dan Deane 

Secretary - Monica Dirac 

                Board Members 

Member-at-Large - Mike Kaminski  

Member-at-Large - Laura Northrop 

Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez 

Committee Directors 

Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell 

Hubley Derby - Vacant 

Installation / Holiday Banquet - Vacant 

MAFCA Rep - Vacant 

MAFCA Reporter - Vacant 

Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell 

Model A-pparel - Laura Northrop 

Parades & Events - Vacant 

Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski 

Photographer - Michael Kaminski 

Raffles - Earl Aceves 

Refreshments - Nancy Aceves 

Sponsorship - Vacant 

Sunshine - Nancy Aceves 

Swap Meet - Richard Bronstrup 

Tech - Vacant 

TYHTB - Vacant 

Tour Coordinator - Vacant 

Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski 

  Birthdays 
  

04 Jan - Marsha Schneider 
08 Jan - Marlin Brandt 
17 Jan - Laura Sue Northrop 
24 Jan - Karen Cornelius 
26 Jan - Bob Fehler 
26 Jan - Renée Richmond 
30 Jan - Judy Spurlin 

Anniversaries 
01 Jan - Stewart, Glenn & Glenna 
22 Jan - Rhoda, Kirk & Naomi 

It is with great sadness to 
announce that long time Club 
member Ron Buchanan passed 
away on Thursday, 19 December 
2019. He became a club 
member in Feb 1962. 

http://www.dpaa.mil/


 

 

 

 

 

President Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:00. He then led the flag salute. 

 

Treasurer, Sheri Racobs, reported that the club is in good financial shape. She then moved 
that the minutes of the October 8 General Membership meeting be approved as printed. 
Motion passed. 

Sheri is collecting dues and reservations for the Christmas dinner. 

 

November and December birthdays and anniversaries were acknowledged. 

 

Tours October 11 - 15 tour to Sturgeon’s Sawmill was a good trip. 

November 9 - Salute to the Veterans parade in Riverside - After the parade they visited the 
USO show at the Elks Club. 

November 11 - Eleven cars took part in the Redlands Veterans Parade. Many in the parade 
had family members who were veterans displayed in picture on their car. This was well 
received. 

December 7 Pre-parade luncheon at the Sizzler in Redlands at 2:00. Parade starts at 6:00. 
This is a night parade, so don't forget your lights. Nick's Burgers after the parade if you are 
hungry. 

December 8 - Tour of Ronald McDonald House. 10:00 to 12:00. Bring cookies. 

Lunch at Graciano’s on Washington Street in Colton after tour. (near Colton Walmart)  

 

Installation Banquet - December 15 Annual Holiday Party and Insulation Banquet. The cost to 
our members is $20. It will be held at Mill Creek Cattle Company in Mentone. It begins at 1:00. 
Remember, No meeting on December 10. 

 

January 1 - New Year's Day tour with Temecula Club. It is a “Mystery Tour”. 

Next General Meeting will be January 14. The Board Meeting may be changed from 6:30 in the 
evening to 10:00 in the morning. Richard Bronstrup will notify the board. 

 

The following were nominated for the 2020 Board 

President Richard Bronstrup Members-at-Large:  

Vice-President Earl Aceves Tom Valdez  

Secretary Monica Dirac Laura Northrup  

Treasurer Dan Deane Michael Kaminski  

  

We enjoyed Mike's video of the Canyonlands and Sawmill tours 

 

Thank you to the Racobs and Spurlin’s for the refreshments. 

Phil thanks everyone for coming out to the meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 

 

Renee Richmond for Monica Dirac  

 

P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  
M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  

M i n u t e s  o f  1 2  N o v  2 0 1 9  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  
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04 Jan Sat 9am - New Years Day Tour with Temecula Valley Model A Club 
07 Jan Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting  
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino 

14 Jan Tue 7pm - General Meeting 
Ronald McDonald House 11365 Anderson Street, Loma Linda 

18 Jan Sat 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Jenny’s Diner  
7750 Palm Ave, Highland  

25~26 Jan - Turlock Swapmeet 
Stanislaus County Fairgrounds Turlock, CA 
 

02 Feb Sun - Superbowl, Miami, Fla 
04 Feb Tue 10am - Board Meeting 
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino 

09 Feb Sun 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch 
11 Feb Tue 7pm - General Meeting - Past Presidents 
Ronald McDonald House 11365 Anderson Street, Loma Linda 

14 Feb Fri - Valentine’s Day 
21~22 Feb Fri~Sat - BIG 3 Auto Parts Exchange 
Fri 8am~5pm, Sat 8am~3pm. There is no charge to attend this event at San Diego County 
Credit Union Stadium (former Qualcomm). However, there is a $10 parking fee, but free with a 
handicap placard. This is the biggest and best swapmeet in California.  If you need parts for 
your ‘A’, this is the place to find them. Bring our Swapmeet flyers and help pass them out. 
 

03 Mar Tue 10am - Board Meeting 
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino 

08 Mar Sun - Daylight Saving Time Begins - Clocks are turned forward 
10 Mar Tue 7pm - General Meeting  
Ronald McDonald House 11365 Anderson Street, Loma Linda 

14 Mar Sat 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch 
17 Mar Tue - St. Patrick's Day 
28 Mar Sat - Highland Citrus Harvest Festival (tentative date)  
29 Mar Sun - Orange County Pancake Breakfast 
The 59

th
 pancake breakfast sponsored by the Orange County Model A Club will take place at 

the same location - Hart Park. 701 S. Glassell St., Orange. 
Pancakes, sausage, eggs, juice & hot coffee served from 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM. Adults $7.00, 
Children (2-10 yrs.) $4.00. There will be many raffle opportunities. Over 300 Model A’s will be 
on display.  
Be sure to drive your Model A. Don't forget to bring return address labels to put on your drawing 
tickets and bring your lawn chairs. 
Meet 06:45am at La Sierra Metrolink station to convoy down. 
 
 

Rely on the Website for the most current information 

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00pm on the second Tuesday of each month  
(except August and December which are at a different place and time) 

Inland Empire Ronald McDonald House 
11365 Anderson Street 
Loma Linda, CA 92354 

http://pvmafc.org/
https://rmhcsc.org/inlandempire


 T 
he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a 

Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event.  The 

Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper 

until awarded to another vehicle.  Currently it is held by Ron Blackwell. 

The end goal of John's meetings was to assist 
and ensure that the engineers in China 
understand the SolidWorks machining model 
which will enable them to get their CNC file 
correct. 

For example, I did not complete the SolidWorks 
machining model to include threads for 
setscrews to plug the ends of oil passages and 
other minor details because I was unable to get 
good castings. These minor details generated 
many of the questions. 

In the end, the only change that was made to the 
SolidWorks machining model was to change the 
oil feed to camshaft bearing #5, and this change 
was needed to make room for the main oil 
gallery plug at the rear of the cylinder block. 

I have suggested that when the engineers in 
China get their CNC machining file complete, 
that they then machine the one good cylinder 
block from Lodi Iron Works. 

Machining the "good" cylinder block can verify 
that their CNC file is correct. The interfaces of 
attached parts (head, oil pan, valve chamber 
cover, timing gear covers, valve train, oil pump, 
etc) can be compared between the original 
cylinder block and the machined cylinder block 
from Lodi Iron Works to verify agreement. 

After CNC machining, the "good" casting, it 
should be cut apart to verify wall thickness for 
every machined feature. 

This wall thickness verification can then be used 
to make changes if needed to the SolidWorks 
models of the cylinder block cores. 

Clear as mud? There are many details to check 
and verify. Relaying these things in our updates 
can sometimes make it seem that way. 

Connecting Rod, Main Caps, and Crankshaft 
These parts are much simpler than the cylinder 
block and they will be made of malleable iron. 
The 1932 Ford V-8 crankshaft was cast 
malleable iron, and most modern engines use 
malleable iron crankshafts. 
SolidWorks models have been provided and the 
instructions to the factory in China is to follow the 
SolidWorks models. These are simpler parts 
(compared to the cylinder block) and will be 
worked on when the cylinder block engineering 
is complete. 

Dimensional and balancing tolerances are being 
specified to be equal or exceed the tolerances 
on the Ford drawings. 

Next Update 
We are hopeful that we will have the first 
machined samples available by late fall and will 
send updates including pictures as the project 
matures. 
Terry Burtz, Campbell, Calif.  

Re-Engineering the Model A Engine 

This project started in 2007 and stalled in 2015 
because of sky-rocketing cost and the lack of 
quality control at foundries in California. 

I use the term "new engine" loosely because the 
only new parts are the cylinder block, crankshaft, 
and connecting rods. All interfaces for mating 
parts are identical to original and have been 
documented from original Ford drawings. 

In the 2 July 2019 update, I was happy to state 
that the project was resurrected and I would be 
working with others to have the "new engine" 
manufactured in China. 

A lot has happened since the last update on 19 
August 2019. 

John, who is responsible for manufacturing and 
quality assurance, has been in China for the past 
few weeks. In preparation for his trip, 30% 3D 
scale models of all cylinder block cores, main 
bearing caps, connecting rod, and the crankshaft 
were rapid prototyped (3D printed) in plastic. 

The purpose of providing the 3D printed models 
was to help the engineers in China understand 
what we want them to produce. The factory in 
China has SolidWorks models of the cylinder 
block cores, main bearing caps, machined 
cylinder block, crankshaft, connecting rod along 
with an original cylinder block and the one good 
casting from Lodi Iron Works for reference. 

Cylinder Block 
John spent days presenting the new design to 
the engineers in China, and John and I were in 
Email contact daily where questions and 
suggestions were presented and resolved. 
The engineers in China are familiar with current 
design (2019) engines, and this engine seems a 
bit strange to them. It's hard for them to imagine 
why anyone would want to build an engine from 
the 1920's and use 1970's (50-year-old) 
technology. 
My SolidWorks machining model has oil 
passages that will allow the oil to flow in two 
different directions. One direction is designed as 
original to not use an oil filter, and the other uses 
an oil filter. This two direction design where the 
engine builder can choose which to use requires 
oil passages to be drilled at compound angles 
instead of vertical, horizontal, or a simple angle. 
The engineers in China didn't initially quite 
understand the reason for the oil passage 
design. However, from the questions they asked 
and the suggestions they made, my feeling is 
that they are are very competent and detail-
oriented. 
There are many places where a design error 
could have occurred. My SolidWorks models 
have not been checked against the original Ford 
cylinder block drawing. Additionally, the 
 engineers in China convert everything to metric.  



Blast from the PastBlast from the Past  
From our February 1963 newsletter 
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault 

18th and 21st Amendments 

By 1916, 23 of 48 states had passed anti-saloon 

legislation. Many went further, prohibiting the 

manufacture of alcoholic beverages as well. 

After the congressional elections that year, “dry” 

members (as those who favored a national 

prohibition of alcohol became known) won a two-

thirds majority over “wet” in the U.S. Congress. 

On January 29, 1919, Congress ratified the 18th 

Amendment, which prohibited the 

manufacturing, transportation and sale of alcohol 

within the United States; it would go into effect 

the following January.  

The ratification of the 18th Amendment was 

completed on January 16th, 1919 and would 

take effect on January 17th, 1920. It is important 

to note that the 18th Amendment did not prohibit 

the consumption of alcohol, but rather simply the 

sale, manufacture, and transportation of 

alcoholic beverages.  

In February 1933, Congress adopted a 

resolution proposing the 21st Amendment to the 

Constitution, which repealed both the 18th 

Amendment and the Volstead Act.  

Utah became the 36th state to ratify the 

amendment, achieving the necessary majority 

for repeal. A few states continued statewide 

prohibition after 1933, but by 1966 all of them 

had abandoned it. Since then, liquor control in 

the United States has largely been determined at 

the local level.  

Even after the repeal of Prohibition, some states 

maintained a ban on alcohol within their own 

borders. Kansas and Oklahoma remained dry 

until 1948 and 1959, respectively, and 

Mississippi remained alcohol free until 1966 — a 

full 33 years after the passage of the 21st 

Amendment. To this day, 10 states still contain 

counties where alcohol sales are prohibited 

outright.  

NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEMBERS  

Two new board of directors members were 
elected at the January 8th meeting. Roland 
Hoon, our ex-president, was elected to serve the 
18month term and Fred Twiss was chosen for 
the 12 month term.  

We think it is good to profit from the experiences 
gained by the retiring president and at the same 
time give someone else the opportunity to learn 
more of the inner workings of the club. 

We know both new members will serve well! 
  

* * * * * 
NEW TOUR CHAIRMAN  

Our many thanks to Everett Mills for all of his 
efforts as last year's tour chairman. 

This year our tour chairman is Sam Hooper. 
Sam is one of the old timers of the Club and it's 
about time someone slapped him with a job to 
do! Sam selected Neal Gann to help him and 
between them they are really giving it heck! They 
are the ones that are working out our year in 
advance program and that is no easy job. I'm 
sure that they will welcome any ideas that any of 
us may have for tours, so if any of you have any 
suggestions, see Sam. 
 

* * * * * 
Travelogue viewed by Club  

"Highway North", a film trip starting at the 
Canadian border, took club members attending 
the January 8th meeting from Vancouver to 
Dawson Creek. The viewing of beautiful scenery 
was interpreted with visits to small isolated 
towns and seasonal festivals. 

A second film, "One Road", edited by the Ford 
Motor Company, sent two drivers off from 
Michigan in a new ('58) Ford for a tour which 
took them - and us - through sixteen countries in 
Europe and Asia before returning us to America. 

Entertainment such as this can be expected at 
future meetings under the direction of our new 
Vice-President and program chair, Neal Gann.  

Keep 'em comin', Neal! 

 

 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in 
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is 
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for 
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the 
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The 
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions 
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us. 
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the 
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source. 

https://www.history.com/topics/constitution
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/utah


Model A Model A --  pparelpparel  
 

 

1931
1931  1928

1928  

The 1931 Spring and Summer 
National Bellas Hess Catalog includes 
these fancy print pajamas. According 
to the catalog, 

“Up--to--date women all over the 
country have discovered the 
enormous chic and great 
convenience of Pajamas like these. 

They’re swaggerly cut with the new 
flared trousers and have a cunning 
blouse to tuck into the yoke top 
trousers.” 

Harmonizing solid tone fabrics are 
used to trim both the blouse and the 
trousers. An all purpose Pajama, 
meant for lounging, gardening or 
working about the home. They are made from       
vat--‐dyed cotton broadcloth, in Women’s and   
Misses  sizes. 

 

 

This smart Paris ensemble, 
shown in both a front and 
back view, features front 
fitted yoke trousers, beach 
jacket and hat. 

The blouse is described as a 
Bathing suit. The front and 
back views display the use of 
contrasting materials. 

 

 

 

 

The pajama on the left is for 
girls, aged 6 to 14 years. These 
two-piece pajamas are made 
from Knitted Rayon, in a solid 
and printed design. The trousers 
have an elastic waistband and 
matching trim. The slip--on top 
is trimmed with matching 
trouser material. 
The striped pajama on the right 
is made of Windsor Fancy Cotton 
Flannel, perfect for cold winter 
nights. 
The trousers are full--cut, with a 
drawstring at the waist--line. It 
came in bust sizes 34 to 44.  

Evening Pajamas  
“Because they have grace and chic --- because 
they are equally practical and comfortable -- 
pajamas are the outstanding and best-beloved of 
all fashions. The little girl, the dignified hostess 
and her youthful guests . . . all attire themselves 
smartly for almost every occasion in these smart 
new designs.” Pictorial Review, June 1931 
Pajamas have a long history in clothing. 
According to Wikipedia the original pajama was 
worn by both sexes in South and West Asia. It 
was known as paijama, a “loose, lightweight 
trouser fitted with drawstring waistband.” The 
word pyjama or pajama derives from the Persian 
word payjameh. 
The British adopted the pajama during the period 
of their expansion, adding a top and jacket. By 
the Model A era, the pajama was worn for beach 
wear, sporting activities, entertaining at home, 
and dancing, as well as sleeping and lounging. 

 
These smart two--piece 
pajamas could be 
purchased with or without 
the Coolie Coat. Both the 
pajamas and the coat 
were made from knitted 
Rayon Jersey, hand--
painted and guaranteed 
washable.  
The pajama top is a 
contrasting color slipover 
with matching trouser 
trim at the neckline, arm 
holes and lower edge. 
The trouser legs have 
contrasting trim to match 
the top. The Coolie Coat 
features 

contrasting color trim around the 
sleeves and the entire coat. As a set, it 
makes a lovely negligee or lounging 
ensemble.   
 
 
 

This formal pajama, just right for 
entertaining, features a contrasting  
bell--‐sleeved jacket. 

 



 Support Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors  

 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The 
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link 
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If 
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship. 

2019 

2019-11-09 Salute to Veterans Parade - Riverside 

1874 Mentone Blvd 

Mentone, CA 92359 

https://www.aaaplumbingheatingair.com/
https://earlyfordstore.com/
https://rmhcsc.org/inlandempire
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://sites.google.com/site/arizonamodela/
http://millcreekcattlecompany.com/


P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  
P . O .  B o x  1 1 2 0  
R i a l t o ,  C A  9 2 3 7 7 - 1 1 2 0  
p v m a f c @ g m a i l . c o m  

2019-11-11 Redlands Veterans Day Parade 

 

http://pvmafc.org/

