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M A F C A  N a t i o n a l  T o u r  -  C a n y o n l a n d s  

H a l l o w e e n  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g   

The October General Meeting was our 
annual Halloween costume event, having 
members appear in costume to celebrate 
the evening. As we got in the Halloween 
spirit, the costume contest had three 
winners.  

Thank you to all who dressed up and to 
all the winners. 

 S t u r g e o n ' s  M i l l  

Members Ron and Edna Blackwell, and 
Monica and John attended the MAFCA 
National Tour in Kanab, Utah with spoke 
tours to the North Rim of the Grand 
Canyon, Bryce Canyon and Zion National 
Park. Model A’s from around the country 
came to Kanab and filled the town and 
highways. There were some car troubles 
and some had to go home on trailers due 
to major breakdowns, otherwise a little 
tinkering along the way took care of the 
minor issues. The event wrapped up with 

the Going Home Dinner as an evening in the park. The weather was beginning to change. While 
Thursday’s day temperature reached the low 80’s, the evening was predicted to be in the 40’s. It was 
decided to move to an indoor location. The new convention center was still under construction. The 
Kane County Visitors Center stepped up to make arrangements for its use. They had to get approval 
from the Fire Marshall, clean the site of construction debris, unwrap 700 brand new chairs, open boxes 
with tables for 700 and get it all set up in less than two days. They did a fantastic job!  

On Friday, October 11th, 9 of us met for breakfast at the Cracker Barrel 
in Victorville before starting off on a special tour to the Sturgeon's sawmill 
in Sebastopol, California.  
The next day, it was off to the sawmill. The first thing we noticed was 
about 15 Model A's in the parking lot. The Modesto Model A's had over 
30 attending this event. We spent much 
of our lunch time visiting with them.  
Four weekends each year the mill is 
"steamed up" and the public is invited to 
come and enjoy the sights and sounds of 
this old Sawmill as it once again turns out 
lumber as it did in the early to mid-

twentieth Century.  This sawmill  was originally located in Coleman Valley 
and opened in 1912 by Wade Sturgeon.  In 1923 when the supply of logs 
ran out in Coleman Valley, the mill was shut down dismantled and moved 
to its present location near Sebastopol. Through the years the sawmill 
was closed and reopened  several times, but always remained in the 
Sturgeon family. The mill is powered by steam and seeing this large sawmill in it's working condition was 
exciting and the smell of sawdust and the fresh air combined was amazing.  
The next morning we toured the Jelly Belly factory in Fairfield. We got to sample several flavors as well 
as chocolates and fudge. There were many pictures on display made with Jelly Bellys, including the 
Statue of Liberty and Ronald Reagan. We drove to Ben Lamond and stayed in a small hotel in the middle 
of the forest. We ate breakfast at a small diner that had the best breakfast burritos, sandwiches and 
bakery items. We left the mountains and drove down the coast to Santa Barbara. 
After checking in to our hotel, we had diner at Jocko's Barbecue in Nipomo. 
After a stop at a large pumpkin patch we headed home. Thank you to Judy and Tom Spurlin for planning 
this fun and unique trip.  
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The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization,  Model A 
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles 
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community 
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA. 

2019-10-(11~15) Sturgeon's Sawmill Tour 

2019-10-(06~10) MAFCA National Tour Canyonlands 

http://www.mafca.com/


 President’s Message 
reetings Club Members 

This will be my last 
President's message, as I 
have decided to step down 
after serving as President for 
the last 3 years. I have 
enjoyed the people I've met 
and worked with and the 
places I've gone with all of 
our club members. I've survived all of the 
challenges that came up and the changes 
we had to make to keep things progressing. 
We have seen an increase in participation in 
events such as the Orange Show, the 
Highland Citrus Festival and have added the 
Hesperia Day Parade to our calendar. Thank 
you to all of my fellow Officers and Board 
members for your help and support. I could 
not have done it without you. Good luck to 
next year's Officers and Board members.  
 

Phil Messenger 
     President 
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                       Officers  

President - Phil Messenger 

Vice President - Ron Blackwell 

Treasurer - Sheri Racobs 

Secretary - Monica Dirac 

                Board Members 

Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves 

Member-at-Large - Nancy Aceves 

Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez 

Committee Directors 

Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell 

Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup 

Installation / Holiday Banquet - Emily Elgan 

MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan 

MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan 

Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell 

Model A-pparel - Vacant 

Parades & Events - Tom Valdez 

Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski 

Photographer - Michael Kaminski 

Raffles - Vacant 

Refreshments - Nancy Aceves 

Sponsorship - Tom Valdez 

Sunshine - Nancy Aceves 

Swap Meet - Tom Spurlin 

Tech - Tom Spurlin 

TYHTB - Vacant 

Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin 

Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski 

                 Birthdays 
08 Nov - Ernie Dierking 03 Dec - Carol Glidewell 
13 Nov - Cheri Bronstrup 10 Dec - Cathy Alford 
14 Nov - Mark Sandefur 10 Dec - Lyndene Aman 
16 Nov - Kirk Rhoda 11 Dec - Glenna Stewart 
 

           Anniversaries 
01 Nov - Brandt, Marlin & Linda 
03 Dec - Williams, Ray & Sherry 
28 Dec - Buchanan, Ron & Jeanene 

TYHTB 

On Sunday October 20th, 11 Paradise Valley 
Model A members attended one of our 
favorite places for brunch at Cal Baptist 
University in Riverside. The food is always 
delicious and the company is always 
enjoyable. We spent awhile reminiscing 
about things we've done this year and talking 
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President Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:00. He then led the flag salute. 

Treasurer, Sheri Racobs reported that the club is in good financial shape. 
October birthdays and anniversaries were acknowledged.  

Swap Meet report: Phil thanked everyone who attended and made the Swap Meet a success. 
The problems with Burrtec were worked out. We sold every spot and had vendors waiting.  

A big hand to Nancy and Earl Aceves for their wonderful tacos and burritos. Our profit from the 
Swap Meet is $2,475.87. 

Tours: October 11 ~ 15 is the tour of Sturgeon’s Sawmill. 

Southern California Hill Climb is November 3 in Murrietta. Spectator cost is $2.00. Begins at 8. 
Jake's Detail Garage in Colton is having a Trunk or Treat Friday, October 25 at 6:00. Bring a bag 
of candy. Proceeds go to Ronald McDonald House. 

Tom Valdez is working on getting sponsors for us. 

Installation Banquet: Emily Elgan passed out flyers about the December 15th Annual Board 
Members Installation Banquet & Holiday Party. The cost to our members is $20.00. It will be held 
at the Mill Creek Cattle Company in Mentone. It begins at 1:00. 

Hesperia Days Parade - We received a first 
place certificate. After lunch those that attended 
visited The Black Cat Garage. There were many 
interesting things to see. Shawn Benson, John 
Benson's son. drove “Old Tub” in the parade. 

The following were nominated for 2020 Board: 

President: Richard Bronstrup   
Vice-President - Earl Aceves    
Secretary - Monica Dirac          
Treasurer - Dan Deane   

Members-at-Large:  
Tom Valdez 
Laura Northrop 
Mike Kaminski   

Halloween Costume: 
First Place - Laura Northrop 
2nd place - Tom Valdez 
3rd place - Shirley and Phil Messenger.  

We have a new member, Carlos Wilham. He 
signed up at the Swap Meet. 

We enjoyed Mike's video of the Hesperia Days 
Parade and our Swap Meet.  

Thank you to Sheri Racobs for refreshments. 

Phil announced that the Swapmeet date for next 
year has been scheduled. 26 & 27 Sep 2020. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15. 

 

Renée Richmond for Monica Dirac 

P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  
M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  

M i n u t e s  o f  8  O c t  2 0 1 9  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  

It is the VETERAN,  
not the preacher,  
who has given us freedom of religion.  

It is the VETERAN,  
not the reporter,  
who has given us freedom of the press.  

It is the VETERAN, 
not the poet,  
who has given us freedom of speech.  

It is the VETERAN,  
not the campus organizer,  
who has given us freedom to assemble.  

It is the VETERAN,  
not the lawyer,  
who has given us the right to a fair trial.  

It is the VETERAN,  
not the politician,  
who has given us the right to vote.  

It is the VETERAN, 
who salutes the Flag.  
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05 Nov Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting 
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino 

09 Nov Sat - A Salute to Veterans Parade - Riverside 
Line up 9am, Starts 10am  
Central Middle School  4795 Magnolia Ave., Riverside  
Lunch with a USO show afterwards at Riverside Elks Lodge 6166 Brockton Avenue, Riverside   

09 Nov Sat 9am~4pm - Flabob Airport Veterans Day Celebration Air Show 
4130 Mennes Ave., Jurupa Valley (Riverside) 

11 Nov Mon - Redlands Veteran's Day Parade 
Lineup: 7:30am, Start: 9am Redlands High School 840 E Citrus Ave.   
Route is from Redlands Blvd and Citrus Ave to Jennie Davis Park - Club fee: $20 

11 Nov Mon 11am - Take Your Honey to Brunch 
Nick's Burgers 1626 W Redlands Blvd, Redlands 

12 Nov Tue - General Meeting 7pm 
Ronald McDonald House 11365 Anderson Street, Loma Linda 

 
03 Dec Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting 
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino 

07 Dec Sat 2pm - Pre-Parade Luncheon 
Sizzler 110 W Redlands Blvd, Redlands 

07 Dec Sat - Redlands Christmas Parade 
Lineup 4pm on State St. and Eureka St. - Parade: 6pm - Club fee: $35 
Don't forget your decorations and lights  

07 Dec Sat 7:30pm - After Parade Dinner 
Nick's Burgers 1626 W Redlands Blvd, Redlands 

08 Dec Sun 10am - Ronald McDonald House tour 
08 Dec Sun 12pm - Graziano's Pizza Restaurant 
1080 E. Washington St., Colton  

10 Dec Tue - General Meeting - NO meeting on this day 
15 Dec Sun 1~5pm - Board Members Installation Banquet & Holiday Party 
Mill Creek Cattle Company 1874 Mentone Blvd, Mentone 
 
01 Jan Wed 9am - New Years Day Tour with Temecula Valley Model A Club 
07 Jan Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting  
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino 

14 Jan Tue 7pm - General Meeting 
Ronald McDonald House 11365 Anderson Street, Loma Linda 

18 Jan Sat 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch  
25 Jan Sat 9am - Tech Session 

25~26 Jan - Turlock Swapmeet 
Stanislaus County Fairgrounds Turlock, CA 
 
This will be the last newsletter of the year, as there is no newsletter in December. 
 

Rely on the Website for the most current information 

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00pm on the second Tuesday of each month  
(except August and December which are at a different place and time) 

Inland Empire Ronald McDonald House 
11365 Anderson Street 
Loma Linda, CA 92354 

http://pvmafc.org/
https://rmhcsc.org/inlandempire


 T 
he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a 

Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event.  The 

Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper 

until awarded to another vehicle.  Currently it is held by Ron Blackwell. 

The machining design on the shoulder shank of 
the three hubs was intended to allow some type 
of pulling tool to be attached in order to pull the 
drum off of the tapered axle shaft. 
The Mitchell Overdrive Company makes an 
excellent tool that can be configured to 
accommodate all three designs. It is small and 
compact and is easily carried in the car with 
other common hand tools. 
 

The Mitchell rear brake drum pulling tool: 
The two C-shaped parts (painted green on 
the left) are used to configure the tool to pull 
the shoulder and tapered design hubs. The 
two C-shaped parts (panted black on the 
right) are used to configure the tool to pull 
the grooved designed hubs. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mitchell Mfg Co 
1157 Parker St. 

Colusa, CA 95932 
530-458-4500 

1-800-859-2088 

Rear Brake Drums 
by Tom Endy 

The hubs on the rear brake drums of a Model A 
Ford are found in three different configurations. 
The Judging Standards are silent concerning 
which configuration should be installed on a 
given year\month of production car. The reason 
is probably because the hubs cannot be seen 
during judging. 
The Ford Service Bulletins describes the three 
configurations but do not reference specific 
year\month of installations. See the service 
bulletin below (page 377 for September 1929, 
page 147 in the book). The only year\month 
reference useful to the modern Model A 
enthusiast is that the grooved design hub only 
will be supplied after September 1929. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ford Service Bulletin for Sept. 1929 



Our Trip to Kanab for the 2019 MAFCA Tour 

by Monica Dirac  

 I had just returned home from a trip back East to Baltimore and Philadelphia to visit my 
daughter and my 95 year old cousin. I had barely a week to buy food for all my animals and get 
ready for the trip to Kanab, Utah.  I had made the hotel reservations for Kanab and Mesquite well 
in advance thanks to Ron's helpful recommendations.   

 On Friday 4th October we had planned to meet the Blackwells and the gang from Pomona 
Valley at McDonald’s at the I-15/138 junction at 9:00am.  The day before, I started my Sports 
Coupe, drove it out of the garage and checked the oil, water and gas.  The car started just fine 
except the starter motor was slow to disengage.  The gas gauge read well below empty but when 
I checked with a stick, there was over an inch of gas in the tank.  No wonder we had always been 
running low on gas on CCRG trips.  I left the tires for John.  When John arrived we puffed up the 
tires and drove down to our local Chevron station for gas.  When the gauge read 3/4 fill, I could 
see gas inside the gauge, the tank was full.   I started the engine to drive back up the hill, but this 
time the starter motor totally failed to disengage.  John hopped out and fiddled with something in 
the engine and off to home we went, parked the Coupe, jumped into the modern and then off to 
the nearest parts store to buy a new solenoid.  "What make and model car?"  "A 1929 Ford Model 
A".   "We don't have any parts for that".  "Any solenoid will do".  We headed home and John set to 
work.  It was dark before he finished installing the new solenoid, the Coupe then started just fine 
but it was too late to load it on the trailer.   

 Day 1 I fed the animals, we had a quick breakfast, hitched the pickup to the trailer and 
loaded the Model A.  Problem #2, the trailer had a soggy tire.  I walked back up the 700ft 
driveway, grabbed an extension cord and dragged the air compressor back down the driveway.  
Luckily the rig was parked near my power pole.  We blew up the tire and headed up the I-15 to 
McDonald's.  By then we were late.  (If this had been a Club event, would we have qualified for 
the Bone Award?) 

 We found Ron and the remains of the Pomona gang, the others had already set off, and I 
could smell burning.  As we left McDonald's I realized something was wrong and pulled over on 
the freeway on ramp.  Again John jumped out and disconnected the electrical cable to the trailer.  
One of the brakes was locking.  The rest of the drive to Mesquite was uneventful despite hitting 
rush hour traffic in Las Vegas, (I was not too happy about driving with no brake lights or turn 
signals on the trailer). 

Day 2 Leaving Mesquite we drove up a long, spectacular gorge and the scenery became 
increasingly impressive as we neared Kanab.  We checked in to our hotel, unloaded stuff from the 
pickup, drove back out of town to the designated MAFCA trailer parking spot, unloaded the Model 
A and then back into Kanab to register with MAFCA at the host hotel. 

 Day 3 Sunday we joined the Pomona gang and made our way out to the Coral Pink Sand 
Dunes State Park.  The dunes were fun but maybe the sun was at the wrong angle, they were not 
pink.  That evening we drove the A to the city park on the other side of town for the Opening 
Dinner.  Model A’s were parked all over the place.  Feeding around 700 people is no mean feat, 
but there were plenty of interesting Model A enthusiasts to talk to while we waited in line to pick 
up our food.  Driving back to the hotel we found ourselves behind a Model A with no rear lights or 
reflectors, dangerous!  The car had a memorable license plate "OLD CAR", so I mentioned it to 
one of the organizers, they managed to find the owner and let him know. 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in 
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is 
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for 
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the 
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The 
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions 
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us. 
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the 
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source. 



 Day 4 MAFCA had divided us in to three groups depending on which hotel we were 
staying in, so that everybody would not be going to the same place at the same time.  Despite 
that, there were still problems finding parking.  We were in Group 1 and were off to the North Rim 
of the Grand Canyon on Monday.  By the time we arrived, the parking lot was already almost full 
and it was hard to find a parking place.  The scenery was absolutely fabulous!  John and I were 
wondering around enjoying the view when I received a phone call from Ron.  The reception was 
almost non-existent, not surprising as we were out in the boonies, but we eventually managed to 
communicate and met up with the Pomona gang for lunch at the Lodge on the edge of the 
Canyon.  Beautiful view!  After lunch all of us ladies had to check out the gift shop. 

 Day 5 Our destination was Bryce National Park.  Again the scenery was wonderful and 
again the parking lot was full.  We had to wait for early birds to leave and make room for us later 
arrivals.  On the way back we stopped to admire some scenic spots, one was a gorgeous large 
arch. 

 Day 6 We were on our own.  John and I checked out the Best Friends Animal Sanctuary, a 
few miles out of town. They are a very large no kill animal shelter with around 1600 animals, 600 
cats, 400 dogs, horses, pigs, birds, rabbits etc.  They now have subsidiary shelters all over the 
country.  We bumped in to Rudi and Lori Perez at the Shelter.   Lunch was arranged for us by 
MAFCA at the park back in town.  We had a long wait in line for a bowl of dark brown soup, a 
slice of bread and a packaged desert.  There was plenty of grumbling but they were again 
catering for 600-700 people, not easy.  After lunch John and I checked out a nearby cave that 
Ron had recommended.  It was unusual as it was formed by wind erosion, not water.   

 Day 7 Thursday we went to Zion National Park.  This time we left the hotel early 7:00am as 
we had been warned that parking was limited.  The weather had turned colder. We all bundled up 
and we reached the Park in time to find plenty of parking.  We took a shuttle bus down into the 
park and wandered around by the river, fantastic scenery!  On the bus ride back up the hill, Ron 
and Edna and John and I got off one stop early and slowly walked the rest of the way.  The sun 
was shining, it was quiet and peaceful and we got a close up view of a couple of young male 
deer.  Ron took plenty of photos.  Of all the places we visited Zion was my favorite.  That night 
was the farewell banquet.  As the weather had turned cold they had decided to hold it indoors, 
thank goodness!   

 Day 8 The next day we packed up to leave.  When John and I reached the trailer parking 
lot that bad tire was even flatter than it had been before we left home so we loaded the A and 
drove back into town to get it fixed.  There was a lone screw embedded in it.  Otherwise the 
journey home was uneventful.  

 Day 9 We spent the night in Mesquite again and arrived home to find that my 12 year old 
dog had tried to turn into a dog burglar.  He had chewed on the back door.  After attacking that, 
he had chewed on French doors on the other side of the house.  We had boarded up the doggy 
door as he had busted through it on my previous trip out of town and he had then chewed open 
the dog food cupboard door and helped himself and his buddies to extra rations. What a mess.  
Oh well....  We now have a metal security screen door on the back of the house, a new doggy 
door and I have stained the remains of the French doors with some dark, evil smelling stuff.  
Altogether it was a Great Trip!! 

         Monica 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in 
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is 
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for 
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the 
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The 
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions 
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us. 
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the 
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source. 



 

 
 

Soon (15 Dec) will be that time of year for the 

Board Members Installation Banquet & Holiday Party 
$20.00 per person 

Our Club is again able to partially subsidize this years Banquet. 

Wear your fine "Holiday" attire. 
1pm - Happy Hour  

Payment for the Banquet and the 2020 PVMAFC $20 membership dues 
may be combined on one check. 

 

Make payable to Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC) 
no later than 30 November 2019. 

Support Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors  

 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The 
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link 
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If 
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship. 

2019 

https://www.aaaplumbingheatingair.com/
https://rmhcsc.org/inlandempire
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://sites.google.com/site/arizonamodela/


P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  
P . O .  B o x  1 1 2 0  
R i a l t o ,  C A  9 2 3 7 7 - 1 1 2 0  
p v m a f c @ g m a i l . c o m  
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