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PVMAFC Annual Swapmeet
On September 28th and 29th, we held our
58th annual swap meet at Western Regional
Little League Headquarters in Devore.
We found out shortly before the event that
the location was mistakenly double-booked
with another event. After much discussion
with all parties involved we were able to
come up with a solution that worked.
The weather is usually hot in September
but this year we had surprisingly cool weather. After an early morning drizzle, we had a beautiful cool rest of
the day. We filled all the spaces and had a few vendors wait 4 hours for the other event to move out, so they
could come in and set up. Thank you to all of the club members and family that helped at the gate to direct
traffic, check-in vendors and supervise parking.
The snack bar was also a success, we sold out on almost everything. Thank you to all of the helpers there as
well. A big thank you to the Aceves family for cooking the Mexican food for dinner Saturday and the breakfast
burritos on Sunday. Everything
was delicious.
We were filled to capacity and it
was enjoyed by all. Thank you to
all of our vendors, club members
and family for making our swap
meet a big success.
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On September 21st the annual Hesperia
Days Parade was held. We had five
Model A's participate. The theme was
"Under the Big Top" and we decorated
our cars with red balloons and circus
cutouts. Our clubs children and
grandchildren were dressed in animal
and circus performer costumes. Paradise
Valley Model A Ford Club won first place
in the motorized open division antique
auto class.
After the parade we had 23 people go to
lunch at Olympic Flame Restaurant.
After lunch we had a special tour of the
"Black Cat Garage". This is a personal
collection of vintage games, signs, gas
pumps and so much more. It was a great
backdrop for photos of the cars, while the
kids enjoyed the bowling, baseball and
other pinball arcade games. This was a
fun way to get our cars out and celebrate
International Model A Day.
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28~29 Sep - PVMAFC Annual Swapmeet

21 Sep - International Model A Ford Day - Hesperia Days Parade

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message
reetings Club Members
September is always a busy
month. I always enjoy the
Hesperia Days Parade. My
two oldest grandchildren
walked in front of the cars
carrying our club Banner.
The other four grandchildren
plus two club members
children road in the rumble seats and in the
back of trucks dressed in their costumes to
fit the theme of the parade.
After lunch we all went to the "Black Cat
Garage". The owner who goes by "Fillmore
tanks" opened his house and collection for
us to enjoy. The ladies found a shady tree to
sit under, while the kids played his large
collection of vintage arcade games and ran
up some pretty high scores. The men
checked out his collection of decorated gas
pumps and various car memorabilia. Thanks
to Ron for your hospitality.
We have several events coming up in
October. The Canyonlands Hub tour in
Kanab, Utah is October 6th-10th.
The Sturgeon's Saw Mill tour in Sebastopol
will be held October 11th~15th. This Mill is
only open four weekends during the year. If
interested contact Judy Spurlin for details.
October 20th will be brunch at Cal Baptist
University.

Phil Messenger

Officers
President - Phil Messenger
Vice President - Ron Blackwell
Treasurer - Sheri Racobs
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves
Member-at-Large - Nancy Aceves
Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez

Committee Directors
Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup
Installation / Holiday Banquet - Emily Elgan
MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan
MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan
Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Model A-pparel - Vacant
Parades & Events - Tom Valdez
Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski
Photographer - Michael Kaminski

President

Raffles - Vacant

Birthdays
07 Oct - Daniel Elgan
14 Oct - Al Spawton
17 Oct - Anna Ward
18 Oct - Barbara Poole
26 Oct - LeeAnn Northrop

Anniversaries
01 Oct - Messenger, Phil & Shirley
03 Oct - Spurlin, Thomas & Judy
21 Oct - Serrano, David & Mary
23 Oct - Ballard, Rick & Marlene

Refreshments - Nancy Aceves
Sponsorship - Tom Valdez
Sunshine - Nancy Aceves
Swap Meet - Tom Spurlin
Tech - Tom Spurlin
TYHTB - Vacant
Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin
Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski
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There were no Minutes received for the September meeting.

Every year Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC) seeks nominations for the positions of
President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary. Several positions of Member-at-Large are also
available.
Tonight starts the process for the nomination of PVMAFC Officers & Board Members. We will be
seeking qualified nominees for the elected Officer position of President, Vice-President, Treasurer
and Secretary. These are required by MAFCA to continue as a chapter. Additionally, Board
Members for Member-at-Large are being nominated.
Self-nomination is encouraged, so if you are interested in a position, nominate
yourself.
You are needed ! !
MAFCA Policy P3S20
A chapter is formed when a charter is granted to five petitioning members by the Board of Directors.
After a minimum of five (5) current National MAFCA members have decided to form a chapter, they
may submit a petition requesting a chapter charter. Charters will not be granted unless all the
signatories have paid their National dues (which may accompany the petition).
Upon acceptance of the group as a chapter, a charter is issued by the Board of Directors. This
charter is an official document and is marked with the corporate seal.
Annual Chapter registration enables MAFCA to have up-to-date information for all of our chapters.
This will provide accurate Chapter membership counts for the liability insurance provided by
MAFCA. It will also facilitate communications to the Chapters.
A Chapter must be currently registered by MAFCA to be eligible for insurance provided by
MAFCA’s carrier. A Chapter whose Charter is revoked will lose their longevity status with MAFCA
and will not be listed in The Restorer or on the MAFCA website.

1930s Cars - Great Innovation Despite Tough Times
When we think of the 1930s, the images of the
Great Depression leave the impression that
nothing good happened because the entire
country was focused simply on survival. But in
the area of automobile development, car designs
of the 1930s developed some of the most
significant new features for automobiles despite
economic hard times.
As is demonstrated by the popularity of vintage
1930s cars, some of the automobile designs of
this period in history were exceptionally artistic
and sophisticated. It is phenomenal that such
forward movement in the 1930s car industry
occurred in light of how few in this era were
privileged enough to be able to buy any kind of
transportation at all, much less a new model that
had ground breaking design innovation as part of
its feature package.
Nonetheless, automobile manufacturers saw a
refinement of the manufacturing process and the
invention of some important features that would
become standard in cars across the industry in
the near future.
Such developments like
automatic transmissions and the diversity of
power in engines including the V-8, the V-12 and
the V-16 laid the groundwork for future design
developments in the future that improved on
these important breakthroughs in 1930s car
design.
Like many other areas of culture, the 1920s car
manufacturers put more emphasis on style and
looks because that is what the customer
demanded. And while 1930s cars had an elegant
design look to them, the emphasis was on quality
mechanical qualities. This may also reflect that
the 1930s were a time when people were more
pragmatic in light of the tough economic times all
around them.
The outcome of this renewed interest in
mechanical innovation in 1930s cars was that the
decade experienced a leap forward in automotive
design and technical sophistication that would
benefit the car industry forever. It was 1930s
cars that saw the introduction of automatic
chocks, gearshifts on the sheering column,
smoothly shifting transmissions, trunks that were
built into the car and hydraulic brakes. It is hard
to imagine a car without these features in modern
cars. So that makes it even more impressive that
so many important design features came out of
the 1930s car industry.
The 1930s car industry saw the rise of what came
to be known as the "big 3 auto makers". Those
big three 1930s car manufacturers were GM,
Ford and Chrysler. It took some smart design
and marketing to sell cars in the 1930s. The
economy was in shambles due to the Great
Depression so not only was there great
competition in technical design development, cars
also had to look great to catch the attention of the
few buyers there were to buy a car.
thefinertimes.com

Blast from the Past
From our February 1963 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault

The Piston by R.H.L.
In the past, a prize has been awarded for the
member who brought in the most new members
but this year it has been changed. The prize this
year will go to the most active member for 1963!
By changing the contest it certainly does not
mean that the club is no longer interested in new
members. It does mean though, that the club is
very interested in active members! The prize will
be awarded to the member who attends the
most Club - sponsor activities throughout the
year - meetings, tours, parades, etc. The
President has excluded himself from being
eligible, but this contest is open to all other
members.
Our new officers are going to a lot of work to try
to plan our activities for the full year in advance
so all of us will know what days to set aside for
the Clubs’ activities. I think this is certainly a step
in the right direction. In this busy world we live in
there are so many things to do and be done that
it is sometimes quite a problem to arrange things
so we can take part in the Clubs’ activities. This
advance planning should certainly help.
An active, well organized Club with planned
activities is a pleasure to belong to and take part
in. For these reasons it will be a growing Club
also.
We hope to publish in this month's paper the
tentative list of Club activities for the year. The
officers have only had since the 15th of January
to work this out so if they make it for this month's
paper it will be a real feat!
As Club members we are very fortunate to have
such active, interested, dedicated and on the ball
officers so let's get with it and have some FUN! !
DUES TIME
Now is again the time for all good members to
come to the aid of their Club. Our yearly dues
are now due and payable. There are white sales,
close-out sales, basement sales, bankrupt sales,
going-out-of-business sales, and discount sales.
But where can you get more for your money then
at the Paradise Valley Model “A” Club Inc.
for $4.00 per year? At these prices it isn't a
bargain - it's a give-a-way! Enrich our treasury make our treasurer smile! Pay Up!

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.
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01 Oct Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting
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Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

06~10 Oct Canyonlands Hub Tour - Kanab, Utah
08 Oct Tue 7pm - General Meeting - Halloween Theme & Nominations for
Officers & Board Members
11~15 Oct Sturgeon’s Sawmill tour
20 Oct Sun 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Cal Baptist University
8432 Magnolia Avenue, Riverside - Alumni Dining Commons
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26 Oct Sat 9am - Tech Session
Tom Valdez’s 1929 Roadster Pickup

05 Nov Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting
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Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino

09 Nov Sat - A Salute to Veterans Parade - Riverside

Line up 9am, Starts 10am
Riverside Community College, Magnolia Ave between Ramona Dr. and Terracina Dr.
lunch afterwards with Orange Blossom A's

09 Nov Sat 9am~4pm - Flabob Airport Veterans Day Celebration Air Show
4130 Mennes Ave., Jurupa Valley (Riverside)

11 Nov Mon - Redlands Veteran's Day Parade

Lineup: 7:30am, Start: 9am Redlands High School - Club fee: $20
Route is from Redlands Blvd and Citrus Ave to Jennie Davis Park

11 Nov Mon 11am - Take Your Honey to Brunch
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Nick's Burgers 1626 W Redlands Blvd, Redlands

12 Nov Tue - General Meeting 7pm
28~30 Nov - Thanksgiving Tour
Host: Temecula Valley A's

03 Dec Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting - Board Members Ballots are due
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

07 Dec Sat 2pm - TYHTB - Pre-Parade Luncheon
Sizzler 110 W Redlands Blvd, Redlands

07 Dec Sat - Redlands Christmas Parade

Lineup 4pm on State St. and Eureka St. - Parade: 6pm - Club fee: $35
Don't forget your decorations and lights

07 Dec Sat 7:30pm - After Parade Dinner
Nick's Burgers 1626 W Redlands Blvd, Redlands

10 Dec Tue - General Meeting - NO meeting on this day
15 Dec Sun 1~5pm - Board Members Installation Banquet & Holiday Party
Mill Creek Cattle Company 1874 Mentone Blvd, Mentone
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Rely on the Website for the most current information

S
Monthly meetings are held at 7:00pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Inland Empire Ronald McDonald House
11365 Anderson Street
Loma Linda, CA 92354
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he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle. Currently it is held by Ron Blackwell.
The emergency brakes: Once I got the cylinders
Hydraulic Brakes
rebuilt the first problem I encountered was that
Keep it original: Being somewhat of a purest I the emergency brakes did not work correctly. The
like to keep things on a Model A Ford as original pull lever that had been jury rigged into the car
as Henry intended. However, the more I fool pulled an off center cable. This resulted in the left
around with a Model A and drive them in modern brake coming in ahead of the right brake and
traffic it becomes apparent to me that a somewhere down the road it had caused the left
modification here and there adds to safety and radius rod to become bent. I ordered Cling's
convenience. Years ago I yielded to an overdrive emergency brake kit and installed it and it worked
and most definitely the installation of seat belts. like a dream. I also replaced the bent radius rod.
Hydraulic brakes are another matter. I was of the The rear backing plates: The next area of grief
opinion that well restored mechanical brakes with was that everything conflicted with the two rear
new cast iron drums were as good as hydraulics. wheel cylinders. Especially after I had installed a
The 1929 Coupe: A couple of years ago I set of unmolested rear axle housings. Cling's
purchased a 1929 Standard Coupe that had been offers an exchange of 1939-1948 rear backing
restored in the 1970's and had been sitting in a plates that have been machined and slightly
garage for most of that time. When I bought the rotated so as to fit the Model A rear axle housing
car it had not been operated in a number of years mounting flanges. These too were ordered.
and was in bad need of attention to make it road The hydraulic lines: Further grief was the brake
worthy. Much to my dismay I discovered the car lines themselves. They were bent all over the
had been converted to hydraulic brakes. My first place and were difficult to connect up to the
instinct was to covert them back to mechanicals. wheel cylinders. Cling's offers a hydraulic line kit.
However, as I surveyed the situation I saw that This kit is complete in every detail. It installs on a
though they were in need of attention, most of the Model A Ford very easy, and like all of Cling's
hard to find and expensive hardware was there. products, you do not have to drill holes or alter
Therefore I decided to keep them.
the Model A Ford in any way.
Good grief: The condition of the brake system The master cylinder: Fortunately for me I did
was deplorable. When I finally got the car to run not need to throw out the master cylinder
and took it around the block a few times I installation on the coupe. The unknown
discovered just how bad they were. The master conversion person had done a reasonably good
cylinder and all four wheel cylinders were job of installing a Ford 39-48 master cylinder. I
plugged up with crud and were badly pitted. All did have to do some rework to the installation,
had to be either rebuilt or replaced. Fortunately but it worked well enough to leave in place.
this is not a killer expensive project. However, I Should a problem develop with it down the road,
also discovered how poorly constructed was the out it will come and in its place will go a Cling's
brake line system. The unknown conversion master cylinder kit. A few years later a problem
person had also whacked off the shock arm balls did develop and I have since installed Cling’s
on both rear axle housings and welded on master cylinder kit.
extension brackets. Since I planned to rebuild the On the road with hydraulics: Finally, I had the
rear end anyway, I found another pair of coupe on the road for real. I am very pleased with
housings and replaced the molested ones.
the hydraulic brake conversion. The car stops like
The conversion: If you have ever contemplated a modern car and I have a lot more confidence
installing hydraulics on your Model A, you will out on the road in traffic. I have given some
soon learn that the brake system has to come passing thought to installing a hydraulic system
from a 1939 to 1948 Ford.
on Miss Vic. However, this would be a costly
There is a slight difference between the 1939- project since I would have to start from scratch
1942 and 1946-1948 years. The next thing you and locate reasonable backing plates and drums
will learn is that as you try to fit this system on from a 1939 to 1948 Ford, then probably have to
your Model A, everything gets in the way. You buy new drums that are not turned out past their
will find yourself altering this and that in order to limits, not to mention replacing or rebuilding the
make things fit. When you are finished you will wheel cylinders. I would certainly purchase all of
end up with a compromise that not only Cling's kits and do the job properly.
compromises
the
installation,
but
also Cling's Aftermarket Products: If you are giving
compromises safety.
any thought to putting hydraulic brakes on your
Cling's: A friend of mine, who is an ardent Model Model A, my recommendation is to do the job
A Ford hydraulic brake fan, told me about Cling's. right. You don't want to compromise on a brake
Cling's is a company owned by Dennis Cling that system. The project is pricey; you are looking in
specializes in hydraulic brake system kits for the neighborhood of about $3,000 for the
Model A Fords. You can buy a complete system conversion.
from him or you can buy portions of it in kit form.
Cling's Aftermarket Products Inc. 12452 S. 71st St.
Tempe, AZ 85284 480-777-1202 by Tom Endy
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Smart Summer Beach Wear From 1930

The model seated is wearing another version of
the first pattern from the previous page; it has a
short flaring skirt and shows the crossed straps
in the back. The skirt appears to be way above
the knees.
The yellow and green outfit is a tailored type of
beach pajama; a straight line belted coat is worn
over wide trousers and a sleeveless double
buttoned vest.
Contrasting appliqués are used with good effect
in the last beach ensemble. How different the
same pattern looks with a change of fabric!
Again, the dramatic use of white, blue and pink
material is so much more striking compared with
the orange beach pajamas. Take note of the
coordinating hats and footgear that the ladies
are wearing; also the man in his striped beach
robe on the previous page.
McCall’s May 1930

This green floral print beach dress has a full
skirt, and it is designed to be worn over a suntan
suit; it has a bib front and crossed back straps.
The pink and white ensemble and the green with
green print ensemble are the same pattern. The
trousers have a fitted yoke that buttons in the
front; the jacket has “V” shaped sections front
and back and on the sleeves for a dramatic
effect. This is a modernistic use of contrasting
materials. The trousers may also be cut very
short shown in the yellow and blue version.

Support Our Sponsors

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 864-2480

1874 Mentone Blvd
Mentone, CA 92359

Soon (15 Dec) it will be that time of year for the

Board Members Installation Banquet & Holiday Party

$26.00 per person
Our Club is again able to partially subsidize this years Banquet.
Wear your fine "Holiday" attire.
1pm - Happy Hour
Payment for the Banquet and the 2020 PVMAFC $20 membership dues
may be combined on one check.
Make check payable to Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC)
no later than 30 November 2019.
The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

28~29 Sep - PVMAFC Annual Swapmeet
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