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R e d l a n d s  I n d e p e n d e n c e  D a y  P a r a d e   

B e a c h  T r a i n  -  S a n  C l e m e n t e  O c e a n  F e s t i v a l   

On the 4th of July, our club had eight cars participate in the annual parade in Redlands. We arrived early 
at the lineup and had plenty of time to cover our cars in red, white and blue decorations. This is always a 
fun and well-attended parade with large crowds wearing their patriotic colors and waving flags along the 
parade route. We were joined by two cars from the Orange Blossom Model A Club. Thank you Marlin 
and Linda Brandt for setting that up. Each car was given a beautiful medallion to thank us for our 
participation.  

At 10:33am, just as we began the start of the parade, a 6.4 earthquake 
struck the Ridgecrest area. We felt it as 
a rolling effect and there were more than 
1,400 detected aftershocks in the next 
few days.  

After the parade we all went to Sizzlers 
for lunch and then home for the 
fireworks.  

On July 20th, several of the club 
members met at the San Bernardino 
metro train station and others caught the 
train at the La Sierra station in Riverside. 
We were ready for a fun-filled day at the 
beach. The train stops right at the pier in 
San Clemente. That day was the annual 
San Clemente Ocean Festival. The first 
thing we did was have lunch at the 
Fisherman's Restaurant and Bar located 
at the base of the pier. After lunch we 
split off to enjoy the display of Woody's 
parked on the pier. Some of us checked 
out the vendors, sandcastle contest and 
Swim and Surf competitions. Before long 
it was time to get back on the train for the 
ride home. We were all tired but at least 
we didn't have to drive.   

http://pvmafc.org/


 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization,  Model A 
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles 
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community 
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA. 

20 Jul - Beach Train - San Clemente Ocean Festival  

4 Jul - Redlands Independence Day Parade 

http://www.mafca.com/


 President’s Message 
reetings Club Members 

I really enjoyed the annual 
Redlands Fourth of July 
Parade. We had a great 
turnout of ten cars. Everyone 
looked so colorful and 
festive, especially the Elgan 
family. Their daughters, Olivia 
and Ava looked so cute in 
the rumble seat. They even 
dressed their dog Eleanor in a red skirt. 
18 people hopped on the Metrolink train to 
go to the annual San Clemente Ocean 
Festival. We took two of our grandchildren, 
Kendal and Trevor with us. It was Trevor's 
first time to ride on the train and he was 
really excited when we stopped at the Santa 
Ana station and he saw a sign that said 
"Trevor's at the Tracks".  After lunch, we split 
up and Kendal enjoyed 
checking out the vendors. 
She came back with a few 
goodies. I checked out the 
Woodies on the pier and 
Shirley took Trevor to the 
beach. He started building 
a sand castle with a moat 
and soon had four little 
helpers joining him to build a bigger castle. 
Don't forget our annual swap meet is coming 
up on September 28th and 29th, we could 
use everyone's help. 

Phil Messenger 
     President 

      Birthdays 
05 Aug - Gene Carlstrom 
06 Aug - Susan Knowlton 
07 Aug - Burnadette Button 
10 Aug - Sheri Racobs 
19 Aug - John Huston 
23 Aug - Lynda Schubert 
24 Aug - Marlene Ballard 
31 Aug - Richard Knowlton 

           Anniversaries 

03 Aug - Cornelius, Dave & Karen 
05 Aug - Poolle, Hubert & Barbara  

07 Aug - Elgan,  Daniel & Emily 
23 Aug - Glidewell, Bryan & Carol 
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                       Officers  
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                Board Members 
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Committee Directors 
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Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup 
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P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  
M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  

M i n u t e s  o f  0 9  J u l  2 0 1 9  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  

Call to Order - Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:00pm, at Ronald McDonald House, 
11365 Anderson St., Loma Linda CA 92354, followed by the Flag Salute.  Phil acknowledged the 
July birthdays and anniversaries.  We had one guest, Ezra Weigel. 

Minutes - Monica Dirac – Sheri Racobs proposed a motion to accept the June minutes as written in 
the Steering Column, Renee Huston seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion 
approved. 

Treasurer’s Report - Sheri Racobs – Sheri gave the financial report, we have a healthy balance in 
our bank account and all our bills are paid. 

President - Phil Messenger – Phil had some very sad news, our long time, much respected and 
revered member John Benson passed away on 6

th
 July.  He will be sorely missed by all of us.  Judy 

Benson does not want to be contacted. 

There were ten Ford Model As in the Redlands 4
th
 July parade, eight from our Club and two from 

the Orange Blossoms.  All participants received a medal!  

Phil has been asked why we meet at Ronald MacDonald House and not the Women’s Club.  The 
later would charge us $50 per meeting while RMH is free and saves us money.  They are also 
happy to have us and we will give them a donation at the end of the year. 

Tours - Judy Spurlin - 20 July, we will take the beach train to San Clemente and see the usual 
display of woodies on the pier, a sand castle competition on the beach and stalls selling arts and 
crafts.  This year we plan to take a later train in the morning to hopefully avoid the crowds.  We will 
leave La Sierra Station in Riverside at 9:32am and also return on a later train. 

16
th
 August - Garner Holt Animatronics.  The Tour will start at 9:30am, meet at 9:00am.  Please pay 

Judy $25 per person.  After the Tour, we will go to Hannah’s for TYHTB.  The restaurant is one of 
our new sponsors. 

Tech Session - Tom Spurlin – 24
th
 August – We will work on Daniel Elgan’s car to install new zerk 

fittings.  Phil will not be there, he is going to help his son at a Restoration Seminar in Sacramento. 

TYHTB - 16
th
 August – Hannah’s Restaurant, 1355 E Highland Blvd, San Bernardino. 

August General Meeting - We will meet at Fairmont Park in Riverside for a pot-luck pic-nick. This 
is NOT at our usual place, the Ronald McDonald House. Judy will pick up sandwiches, everyone 
else please bring a dish to share and bring chairs.   

Swap Meet - Phil talked to Don Kirtley about the bathroom situation at Little League; the bathrooms 
near the kitchen have been demolished.  Don recommended that we rent three Porta Potties.  Phil 
will check the size of the lots and measure out vendor spaces.  We will serve snacks all day on 
Saturday and Sunday and Earl will cook tacos again.  We will not serve free chicken dinners for 
vendors.  

Christmas Banquet - The Elgans have made our reservations at the Mill Creek Cattle Company. 

While we had our General Meeting snack, we were entertained with two slide shows, one of the 
Great Race and another of our Hubley Derby.  These were followed by a memorial of slides of our 
recently departed member, John Benson.  

Phil thanked for the refreshments. 

Adjourn - The meeting adjourned at 8:15pm. 
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06 Aug Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting 
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino 

13 Aug Tue 5:30pm - General Meeting - Picnic in the Park 
Fairmount Park, Riverside - Hwy 60 at the Market St. exit 
Bring a salad or side dish. Don’t forget your lawn chairs. 

16 Aug Fri 9:30am - Garner Holt Productions 2 hour tour 
1255 Research Drive, Redlands 92374 
Leaving 8:30am from Ronald McDonald House, 11365 Anderson Street, Loma Linda 
16 Aug Fri 12pm - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Hannah's Restaurant 
1355 E Highland Ave, San Bernardino 

24 Aug Sat 9am - Tech Session  
Daniel Elgan’s 1929 Coupe Zerk grease fittings replacement 

03 Sep Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting  
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino 

10 Sep Tue 7pm - General Meeting  
11 Sep Wed - Patriot Day 
Patriot Day is September 11th of each year in memory of the 9/11 attacks. On this 
day, the President directs that the American flag be flown at half-staff at individual 
American homes and also asks Americans to observe a moment of silence at 
8:46am EDT / 5:46am PDT   
21 Sep Sat - Hesperia Days Parade & TYHTB  
Lineup 7:30am Starts 9am corner of Main St. and Peach Ave, Hesperia  
For those who wish, we will be traveling the back roads with only 2 miles of fwy. 
Meet 7:15am I-215 at the Devore Road Chevron station. 
Theme: Under the Big Top 

21 Sep Sat - International Model A Day - - Model A event 
Model "A" owners and enthusiasts around the world are encouraged to 
drive and show their cars on this day and to meet in celebration of our 
wonderful and beloved old cars. We need our members to bring out 
their A's to participate in International Model A Day. 

27 Sep Fri 9am - Swapmeet setup 
28 Sep Sat 6am~8pm - PVMAFC Swapmeet 
29 Sep Sun 6am~3pm - PVMAFC Swapmeet 

01 Oct Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting  
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino 

06~10 Oct Canyonlands Hub Tour - Kanab, Utah  
08 Oct Tue 7pm - General Meeting - Halloween Theme 

20 Oct Sun 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Cal Baptist University 
8432 Magnolia Avenue, Riverside - Alumni Dining Commons 
26 Oct Sat 9am - Tech Session  
Tom Valdez’s 1929 Roadster Pickup 

 

 

Rely on the Website for the most current information 

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00pm on the second Tuesday of each month  
(except August and December which are at a different place and time) 

Inland Empire Ronald McDonald House 
11365 Anderson Street 
Loma Linda, CA 92354 

http://pvmafc.org/
https://rmhcsc.org/inlandempire


Blast from the PastBlast from the Past  
From our February 1963 newsletter 
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault 

USS Indianapolis sank 
On 30 July 1945, the USS Indianapolis was 
torpedoed by a Japanese submarine and sinks 
within minutes in shark-infested waters. Only 316 
of the 1,196 men on board survived. However, 
the Indianapolis had already completed its major 
mission: the delivery of key components of the 
atomic bomb that would be dropped a week later 
on Hiroshima from Tinian Island in the South 
Pacific. 

The Indianapolis made its delivery to Tinian 
Island on July 26, 1945. The mission was top 
secret and the ship’s crew was unaware of its 
cargo. After leaving Tinian, the Indianapolis sailed 
to the U.S. military’s Pacific headquarters at 
Guam and was given orders to meet the 
battleship USS Idaho at Leyte Gulf in the 
Philippines to prepare for the invasion of Japan. 

Shortly after midnight on July 30, halfway 
between Guam and Leyte Gulf, a Japanese sub 
blasted the Indianapolis, sparking an explosion 
that split the ship and caused it to sink in 
approximately 12 minutes, with about 300 men 
trapped inside. Another 900 went into the water, 
where many died from drowning, shark attacks, 
dehydration or injuries from the explosion. Help 
did not arrive until four days later, on August 2, 
when an anti-submarine plane on routine patrol 
happened upon the men and radioed for 
assistance. 

On August 6, 1945, the United States dropped an 
atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan, inflicting 
nearly 130,000 casualties and destroying more 
than 60 percent of the city. On August 9, a 
second atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki, 
where casualties were estimated at over 66,000. 
Meanwhile, the U.S. government kept quiet about 
the Indianapolis tragedy until August 15 in order 
to guarantee that the news would be 
overshadowed by President Harry Truman’s 
announcement that Japan had surrendered. 

In the aftermath of the events involving 
the Indianapolis, the ship’s commander, Captain 
Charles McVay, was courts-martialed in 
November 1945 for failing to sail a zigzag course 
that would have helped the ship to evade enemy 
submarines in the area. McVay, the only Navy 
Captain courts-martialed for losing a ship during 
the war, committed suicide in 1968. Many of his 
surviving crewmen believed the military had 
made him a scapegoat. In 2000, 55 years after 
the Indianapolis went down, Congress cleared 
McVay’s name.  

Our February tour will be a 52 mile trip to 
Whitewater Canyon on the 17th with the rain 
date 24th. Rain ? ? ?  
This will be our second trip to the Whitewater 
Trout Farm at the head of Whitewater Canyon. 
We made our first trip in January of last year and 
everybody enjoyed it so much that we decided at 
the Jan. 22nd meeting to make it our February 
Tour.  
Those of you who went last year will remember 
that there is a very wide choice of activities. The 
sportsman can try their luck at trout fishing. Last 
year's prices were: Pole rental $1.00, 35¢ for 
each 8 to 11 inch trout and $1.25 per pound for 
the “bag” ones. There will be horseshoes, 
badminton, aggravation, hiking or just plain 
relaxing. Lucille, please try to stay out of the 
stream this time, O.K.? 
We had a very nice parking area in a reserved 
section last year and I'm sure arrangements can 
be made again this year. 
Just the tour through the trout hatchery is worth 
the trip! 
We have had such good luck with potluck 
luncheons that we will try it again on this tour. 
For what to bring, see Lucille Twiss. 
Last year it was Mills’ first tour and this year it 
will be Sam Hoppers’ first so let's make it a big 
one! Personally, this is a tour I would like to 
make each year. 

*  *  *  *  * 

This year in order to receive notice of upcoming 
activities it will be necessary for each member to 
purchase 12 postcards and put their name and 
address on each one and give it to our secretary, 
Lucille Twiss. These can be purchased from 
Lucille at any of our meetings. This is something 
that should have been done long ago! This will 
save our secretary a whole lot of time and work 
and also our treasury. Most of the information on 
the back of the cards can be run off on the ditto 
machine but the names and addresses is a one 
at-a-time tedious job. So if you want advance 
notice, purchase your cards and fill in your name 
and address on each. 
This was discussed at our January 22 meeting 
so it will only be news to the ones that weren't 
there. Let's all give Lucille a helping hand! You 
know the old saying - many hands make the 
labor light! 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in 
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is 
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for 
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the 
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The 
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions 
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us. 
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the 
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source. 



 T 
he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a 

Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event.  The 

Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper 

until awarded to another vehicle.  Currently it is held by Ron Blackwell. 

Use a small cold chisel and a small hammer. 
(And/or a pair of pliers or better yet, a Farrier 
Nipper used to 
trim horse hooves 
-- everybody had 
farrier nippers in the 
1930's). 
Place the cold chisel point at the joint between 
the grease fitting and the adjacent steel surface 
& tap lightly on all sides to try to wedge the 
chisel point between the fitting & adjacent 
surface; i.e., to widen the distance between 
these two surfaces. 
After the fitting moves slightly, about 1/16", place 
chisel at slight angle to drive fitting out of hole. 
Others may have other methods also. 
After the original fittings are out, do the holes 
need to be tapped for the modern fittings?? 
The Model A parts house have both the screw in 
and the drive in fittings in modern style.  
I just finished taking out the fittings on my A that 
were half original type and half modern type. 
And the older type ones were threaded. Maybe 
at some point in time, they sold threaded ones??  
Some were threaded and others were pressed 
in. Vise grips removed them all. I bought new 
screw in and press in fittings to replace them.  
I replaced all mine and was lucky I did! The car 
had sat for 50+ years and all had solid chunks of 
dried, dirty grease in them. These chunks can 
get into the grease passages and completely 
obstruct them. Even though the old fitting might 
allow grease to flow through, many fittings have 
two channels in the bushing leading away from 
the fitting to distribute the grease. That chunk of 
dried grease that formed in the old fitting will be 
pushed into one of the channels and obstruct it 
and you will never know it. Then only half of the 
bushing is greased. Remove them and put in 
modern style or remove them, clean them and 
then reinstall them.  
Re-install new drive-in fittings after removal of 
old ones and cleaning 
openings. Best to get 
special drive-in tool to 
drive them in -- works 
great.  
At least with new 
fittings you know 
there's not a big glob of 
dried grease blocking 
the hole!  

Zerk Grease Fittings  
If you like the original grease fittings, or you are 
a purist or somewhat of a purist, you can use an 
original tool kit grease gun or a 
modern grease gun with the special 
adaptor. They both work great and 
seal without the loss of grease 
better than the modern fittings.  

With a grease gun 
adaptor from any of the suppliers, 
you can grease the original fittings, 
which can be much easier than 
changing all 33 - 35 of your fittings.  
The patent for the Zerk fitting was 
granted to Oscar U. Zerk in 

January 1929, and the assignee was the Alemite 
Manufacturing Corp (thus the eponymous names 
for the fittings, being the person for whom it was 
named). Alemite had already been marketing 
ball check valves since 1919, to accept grease 
supplied under pressure from a grease gun, 
such as for car and truck chassis lubrication 
po in ts ,  both  for  OEM insta l la t ions and 
for  aftermarket upgrade kits which would screw 
in as replacements for stock grease cups. But 
Zerk's fitting was an improved style, less 
vulnerable to dirt and more forgiving of angled 
approach. Today, many companies make these 
grease fittings. 
The process of replacing the original grease 
fittings with modern fittings on the Model A may 
take some time but is not that difficult to do. 
My Model A has the old style straight grease 
fittings with no hex on them. With no hex, how 
do I remove them? Are they threaded in or just 
pressed in?  
Get the vise grips on the fitting and grab them at 
the base but leave a little space so you don't mar 
the surface of the part. Rotate the fitting with the 
vise grips and pull outwards. 
If you are still having a great deal of trouble 
trying to get the original press-in type fittings out 
by using vise grips and wiggling it back and 
forth, thus chewing it up and making a bigger 
mess because the metal that the fitting is made 
out of is too soft. All that happens is the vise grip 
either slips off or it smashes the fitting causing 
some of the fitting to fall apart. 
There is another way, using a chisel to get the 
press-in fittings out. A couple of light taps with 
the hammer is all it takes and should have them 
out pretty easily.  
So by using a chisel I just hit the base of the 
fitting and it should pop out?  
It is easier and quicker but if you must, hit it with 
 a chisel to loosen and then pull it out with pliers. 



Model A Model A --  pparelpparel  
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A man’s tuxedo may be 
accessorized with a 
black cane with sterling 
silver and engraved 
handle, a silver cigarette 
case, and cuff links with 
stones. When the right 
accessories are chosen 
to complement the main 
garment your overall 
appearance looks natural.  
For sporting outfits, 
either men’s or women’s 
can be accessorized 
with sporting equipment 

or items used in the game. For example, a tennis 
ensemble would have a tennis racket and 
perhaps a rack bag, a score card, a sports towel, 
or a tennis ball. A horse woman would have a 
riding crop, a saddle, a feed bag, or perhaps a 
horse blanket to add depth to the riding pants 
and tall boots. These accessories help to “sell” 
the image you are working to portray. When 
deciding on accessories use the following helpful 
hints 
1 Match accessories to time of day or evening 
for the main garment. 
2 Purses look best when coordinating in color, 
style, and materials of the hat and shoes.  
3. If the main garment has patterns, large 
weave, or strong colors, the accessories should 
not complete with the garment features, but look 
best when they complement.  
4. If your main garment is plain in color or style, 
consider accessories that will add texture, 
highlights, or accents.  
5. Make the ensemble look complete with the 
accessories, i.e. a woman would usually carry a 
purse when leaving the home. A woman’s 
ensemble without a purse would not look 
complete.  
6. Accessories in good condition will add value 
to your overall appearance.  
7. If you are entering fashion judging bring 
documentation of the originality of an accessory 
with you, unless the item is featured in the 
MAFCA Fashion Guidelines.  
8. Unusual accessories will add curiosity to the 
ensemble. However ensure the accessory is 
appropriate. A man, carrying a piece of medical 
equipment with his wool suit, would look out of 
place and would detract from overall 
appearance. However, a man in a doctor’s white 
office coat would look appropriate carrying a 
doctor’s bag.  
Accessories may be small or large, but used 
appropriately they can add that WOW factor to 
your overall appearance.  

Do you have an era dress, suit, or sports outfit, 
but not sure how to complete it or what 
accessory would add that WOW facto? There is 
help for you. The MAFCA Fashion Guidelines, 
2D-1 and 3D-1 describe the use of accessories, 
either worn or carried, that will complement and 
complete your overall appearance. How do you 
decide which accessories to use?  
Begin by reviewing literature documenting era 
fashion. The MAFCA Fashion Guidelines, the 
Fashion Files, A Book of Fashion Facts, 
Stepping Out in Style DVD, the Quick Reference 
Guide for Daytime Wear, and Jewelry DVD are 
available on the MAFCA website, 
www.mafca.com to guide you in the right 
direction. The Restorer magazine is also a great 
source of ideas and pictures for fashion.  
First, decide where the major 
garment would have been 
worn. For example, a woman 
wearing a 1930 daytime 
dress for shopping would 
have considered accessories 
such as a purse with items 
such as a handkerchief, 
compact, lipstick, and coins.  

Jewelry worn for daytime 
would be a simple pearl 
necklace and earrings or 
perhaps a necklace made of 
celluloid or Bakelite.  
Eye wear could also be an 
accessory. The proper use 

of a few of these everyday accessories can 
make an outfit go from ok to WOW! 
Another example is a man 
wearing a wool daytime suit. 
He could accessorize with a 
wrist or pocket watch, cuff 
links, tie clasp or tie pin, a 
briefcase, an umbrella or cane, 
wallet or coin purse, pen and 
pencil set, a pocket knife, or 
cigarette case or pipe. There 
are many options when it 
comes to even men’s 
accessories.  
 
 
 
 
 
Accessories for evening wear add sparkle to an 
“ensemble”. For example, women’s jewelry was 
made of gold, crystal beads, pearls, rhinestones, 
precious gems. Evening purses of beads, 
rhinestones, satin fabric, or soft leather add 
 elegance to the overall appearance.  



 Support Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors  

1874 Mentone Blvd 

Mentone, CA 92359 

 

Jenny's Family Restaurant 

7750 Palm Ave Ste R 

Highland, CA 92346  

(909) 864-2480  

 

 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The 
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link 
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If 
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship. 

https://www.aaaplumbingheatingair.com/
http://millcreekcattlecompany.com/
https://sites.google.com/site/arizonamodela/
https://djcoffeeshop.wixsite.com/dj-coffee-shop
http://printprosprinting.com/
https://www.jennysdinerhighland.com/
https://www.jennysdinerhighland.com/
https://www.jennysdinerhighland.com/
https://www.jennysdinerhighland.com/
http://www.handhantique.com/
https://earlyfordstore.com/
https://rmhcsc.org/inlandempire
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
https://www.detailgarage.com/colton
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4 Jul - Redlands Independence Day Parade  

http://pvmafc.org/

