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Great Race
In the 1908 Great Automobile Race from New York to Paris, only three of six contestants completed the
course. The winner was the American team, driving a 1907 Thomas Flyer.
The Great Race, however, is not a speed race, but a time, speed and distance rally. Only cars built in
1974 or earlier are allowed to participate. The vehicles, each with a driver and navigator, are scored at
secret check points along the route and are penalized one second for each second they are early or late.
The team with the lowest score wins. The goal is to start and finish one minute apart, which is
particularly difficult for cars built a century ago.
The 2019 Great Race began in Riverside, California at the Mission Inn on Saturday, June 22, and ended at The
LeMay - America’s Car Museum in Tacoma, Washington, nine days and 2,300 miles later. Winners will receive
$50,000 of the $150,000 total purse. The entry fee is $6,000 for a private entry and $8,500 for a corporate entry.
The oldest car entered in this year’s contest was a 1909 Buick Model 16; participants are categorized
by division, with veterans and rookies separated and scored according to their automobile expertise and
past experience in endurance races.
This year the Orange Blossom A's were invited to display 30 cars right at the starting line. They invited
Paradise Valley A's, Temecula A's and Riverside T's to join them. We met early and filled an entire
parking lot. It was a festive mood as we watched the race crew put up the large blow-up starting
archway and check the sound system to get ready for the start of the race. The National Anthem was
sung, dignitaries introduced and a brief history of the race and past winners were announced. At 11:00
the green flag waved and the first car rolled through the archway. Every driver and navigator was
introduced and a brief description of the car and it's history was given as
they drove through the
archway. We had a frontrow view of each car and
enjoyed
the
excitement
of the crowd.
Our cars were
admired and
we answered a lot of
questions. The cars were background for many pictures.
Thank you to Marlin and Linda Brandt and the Orange
Blossom A's, for inviting us to this terrific event.
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The annual Hubley Derby was held on
June 15th at the San Bernardino
Women's Club. Paradise Valley Model
A's and Pomona Valley Model A's had
quite a turnout to race and cheer on the
Hubley cars. Youth Racers were up first
and it was a clean sweep for the
Messenger children. Gabe, age 10 was
first, Mya, age 7 was second, and Roxy,
age 8 was 3rd. After the youth division
and a delicious potluck lunch, the adults
joined in on the fun. In the modified class
the Bronstrups cleaned up with Richard
in first, Cheri took second and Midge 3rd.
Other winners for the adult class were
Ron Blackwell first, Richard Bronstrup
2nd and Nancy Ballard 3rd. Thank you to
all that came the night before to set up
the 40-foot track, to everyone who
provided food for the potluck lunch and to
all of the racers and spectators. A huge
thank you to Richard and Cheri Bronstrup
for all you do to put on this exciting event
every year.

22 Jun - Great Race

15 Jun - Hubley Derby Day

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message

reetings Club Members
I enjoyed watching my
grandchildren participate in
the annual Hubley Derby. All
six have their own cars and
love the once-a-year event.
My oldest granddaughter,
Kendal turned 18 and raced
with the adults for the first
time. The other five, raced in
the youth division and were very excited when
Gabe came in first place, Mya, second and
Roxy third. They couldn't wait to display their
winning ribbons in their trophy case at home.
The Great Race was so much fun. Paradise
Valley Model A's had four cars on display with
others from the Orange Blossom A's,
Temecula A's and Riverside T's. We were
positioned right on the starting line. The
winner of last year's race was first in line this
year. My favorite car was a 1974 Plymouth, it
was the Blues mobile. It had a large speaker
on top blaring music from the Blues Brother
movie. The driver and navigator dressed for
the part in sunglasses and black hats.
Looking forward to the annual Fourth of July
parade in Redlands. We always have a great
turnout and the crowd loves to see the cars
and hear the horns honking.
Saturday July 20th is our annual beach trip to
San Clemente. We take the Metrolink train
which stops right at the pier. There will be lots
of vendors, swim and surfing competitions
and a display of woodies parked on the pier.
Hope you are all enjoying summer.
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Call to Order - Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:00pm, at Ronald McDonald House,
11365 Anderson St., Loma Linda, followed by the Flag Salute. Phil acknowledged the June
birthdays and anniversaries. We had one guest, Ezra Weigel, one of the Messengers’ grandson’s.
Minutes – Monica Dirac – Sheri Racobs proposed a motion to accept the May minutes as written
in the Steering Column, Phil Messenger seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion was
approved.
Treasurer’s Report – Sheri Racobs – Sheri gave the financial report, we have a healthy balance
in our bank account all our bills are paid.
Great Race – Four cars from our Club will be at parking lot 27, on the corner of Lemon and
Mission Inn Avenue, Saturday morning to watch the start of the race. The Orange Blossoms and
the Temecula Club will also have cars there. The roads around the Mission Inn will be closed from
4:00am to 6:00pm on Saturday. Cars need to be in lot 27 by 7:00am. One hundred and twenty
cars are entered in the race, including some from as far away as Australia and Japan. They can all
be viewed on Thursday and there will be a warm up drive on Friday. The first race car will leave at
11:00am, followed by the rest at one minute intervals. Lunch will be at the Route 66 Museum in
Victorville.
Tours – Judy Spurlin - 20 July we will take the beach train to San Clemente. There will be a
display of woodies on the pier, a sand castle competition on the beach and the usual stalls selling
arts and crafts. We plan to take a later train there and back this year to hopefully avoid the crowds.
We will leave La Sierra Station in Riverside at 9:30am.
Judy has the sign up sheet to visit Garner Holt Animatronics in August.
Judy is thinking about organizing a tour to visit an old steam powered saw mill, north of San
Francisco this coming fall. This would be a three day trip.
Tech Session - Tom Spurlin – 27 July - If you need any work done on your Model A talk to Tom or
Phil.
24 August – We will work on Daniel Elgan’s car, he needs new zerk fittings. Daniel recently put
new tires on his car, he knows of a tire place in Long Beach that will work with split rims. If you
need new tires installed talk to Daniel.
TYHTB – 8 August – Cal Baptist University, Riverside at 10:30am.
August General Meeting – We will meet at Fairmont Park in Riverside for a pot-luck picnic, NOT
at our usual place, Ronald McDonald House. The Club will provide sandwiches; members please
bring a dish to share.
President – Phil Messenger – We had eight vehicles on display at the Orange Show, seven Ford
Model A’s and Earl’s cousin’s Model T. We started the day on Friday with breakfast at Vicky’s
before driving over to the Damus Building for the Show. While the cars were on display we had
plenty of time between talking to visitors to wax and polish our cars. On Saturday we drove our
Model A’s in the Parade and for the first time since I have been in the Club, I was not the only
woman driving, in fact we had more women drivers than men, three women and two men!!! After
the Parade we had a late lunch at El Tepeyac Café on Arrowhead Ave.
This year our Club along with the Orange Blossoms and the Pomona Valley Chapter again took
part in the Riverside Vintage Home Tour and parked our Model A’s outside the old houses. One
of the houses had its own classic car, an XKE Jaguar. Next year the Vintage Home Tour will have
a different theme, they will be celebrating the hundredth anniversary of Prohibition and would like
cars from the fifties.
Mike treated us to a slide show of photos from the Orange Show and the Riverside Vintage Home
Tour during our meeting.
MAFCA Awards Banquet - Ron Blackwell asked for volunteers to help the Pomona Valley
Chapter host the 2019 MAFCA Awards Banquet in Claremont from 2nd – 5th December. Last year
the Banquet was held in Phoenix.
Before our snack break, Phil reminded us to sign up for upcoming tours.
Don’t forget Shirley is still collecting samples of shampoo, toothpaste etc. for McDonald House.
Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 8:15pm.
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02 Jul Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting
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Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

04 Jul Thu 9:30am - Redlands Independence Day Parade - 243rd Birthday
Meet at Franklin Elementary School: Eastbound on Colton Ave, at Church St.
After Parade TYHTB: 11am at Sizzler 110 W Redlands Blvd, Redlands
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09 Jul Tue 7pm - General Meeting
20 Jul Sat - Beach Train to San Clemente - Sand Sculpting & Woody Cars
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27 Jul Sat 9am - Tech Session
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Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

T

Departs La Sierra Metrolink 9:32am, Returns La Sierra Metrolink 6:19pm
Contact us if you would like assistance

30 Jul Tue - Henry Ford’s Birthday
06 Aug Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

13 Aug Tue 5:30pm - General Meeting - Picnic in the Park
Fairmount Park, Riverside - Hwy 60 at the Market St. exit
Bring a salad or side dish. Don’t forget your lawn chairs.

16 Aug Fri 9am - Garner Holt Productions 2 hour tour
1255 Research Drive, Redlands 92374

16 Aug Fri 12pm - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Hannah's Restaurant
1355 E Highland Ave San Bernardino, CA 92404

24 Aug Sat 9am - Tech Session
Daniel Elgan’s
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03 Sep Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

10 Sep Tue 7pm - General Meeting
11 Sep Wed - Patriot Day

Patriot Day is September 11th of each year in memory of the 9/11 attacks. On this
day, the President directs that the American flag be flown at half-staff at individual
American homes and also asks Americans to observe a moment of silence at
8:46am EDT / 5:46am PDT

21 Sep Sat - Hesperia Days Parade & TYHTB

Lineup 7:30am Starts 9am corner of Main St. and Peach Ave, Hesperia
For those who wish, we will be traveling the back roads with only 2 miles of fwy.
Meet 7am I-215 at the Devore Road Chevron station.
Theme: Under the Big Top

21 Sep Sat - International Model A Day - - Model A event
Model "A" owners and enthusiasts around the world are encouraged
to drive and show their cars on this day and to meet in celebration of
our wonderful and beloved old cars. We need our members to bring
out their A's to participate in International Model A Day.

27 Sep Fri 9am - Swapmeet setup
28 Sep Sat 6am~8pm - PVMAFC Swapmeet
29 Sep Sun 6am~3pm - PVMAFC Swapmeet

Rely on the Website for the most current information

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Inland Empire Ronald McDonald House
11365 Anderson Street
Loma Linda, CA 92354

First Hydrogen Car

The first hydrogen car
invented was not a fuel
cell vehicle (FCV) but
rather
an
internal
combustion engine. Swiss
inventor Francois Isaac
de
Rivaz
in
1807
designed the first 4-wheel
prototype (pictured) that
ran on hydrogen and
oxygen
gas.
The
hydrogen
gas
was
contained in a balloon
and the ignition was an electrical Volta starter.
Half a century later in 1860, Frenchman Etienne
Lenoir developed the 3-wheel Hippomobile. The
Lenoir Hippomobile was propelled by a
1-cylinder, 2-stroke engine. The hydrogen was
created for the car by electrolyzing water and the
resulting gas was run through the horizontal
engine.
The next hydrogen car invented was in 1933.
Norway's Norsk Hydro power company
converted a small truck. The truck carried an
ammonia reformer that extracted hydrogen and
then burned this in its internal combustion
engine.
Leap forward to 1941 and World War II. Out of
dire need, Russia's Boris Shelishch converted
200 GAZ-AA trucks to run on hydrogen.
Germany's Nazi army had surrounded
Leningrad, Russia so Shelishch converted the
trucks to run on hydrogen gas, which burned
cleaner and ran longer than those which had run
on gasoline.
Fast forward a bit to 1959 and Harry Karl Ihrig
converted an Allis-Chalmers farm tractor to
create the first fuel cell vehicle in history. The
vehicle contained 1,008 tiny alkaline fuel cells
and the tractor is now harbored in the
Smithsonian Institute.
In 1966 it was a banner year for both hydrogen
internal combustion engines and hydrogen fuel
cell vehicles. Roger Billings converted a Model A
Ford to run on hydrogen with its internal
combustion engine. In addition, General Motors
created the GM Electrovan fuel cell vehicle,
which is considered by many to be the first FCV
passenger automobile of record.
Since this time, both hydrogen internal
combustion vehicles have been created along
with hydrogen fuel cell vehicles. In more recent
times, the industry has opted for FCV's since
they can be up to 80-percent efficient (compared
to 25-percent of a internal combustion engine),
are quiet running, and there are zero emissions
(the only byproduct is heat and steam).

Blast from the Past
From our February 1963 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault

Happy Third Anniversary
Three years ago a bunch of the boys - and one gal got together to put into effect the results of
several months of discussing the restoration of
“A’s”. Since the inception of that club
organization in Eckert's garage, the attendance
has grown from 15 to 50 or more per meeting.
Half of the original group are still members - Bill
Hendricks, Bill and Roberta Brown, Poncho
Hoon, Dick Eckert, Hank Sylvestie, and Hal
O'Hair.
Our activities have grown from casual telephone
calls on the spur of the moment to a planned
schedule for a year at a time. We are planning
our third annual Car Show and Swap Meet. For
the more venturesome, we may have more
campouts!
The pace of the “A” brings us the relaxation that
is so refreshing in these days of haste and
tension.
We all seem to have known one another for
years, but in reality most of these friends have
been acquired in the last three years.
With so many new-made friends and happy
memories, here's a toast to the continued
success of the Paradise Valley Model “A” Ford
Club, Incorporated! And may we add a fond
“Thanks” to the original organizers!

John Benson
We are sorry to inform our
members of the loss of club
member, John Benson on
Saturday, 6 July 2019.
The membership and Club
wish to extend our sincere
sympathy and
condolences to
the family for
their loss.
He joined the club in 2001
and will be greatly missed
by everyone.

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.
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he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle. Currently it is held by Ron Blackwell.

Massive Oil Leak
A fellow Model A owner recently sold his Model
A to a person who knew nothing about Model
A's. The Model A was a 1930 Tudor that I was
very familiar with. It had belonged to a friend that
lives down the street from me. We had both
done a lot of work on this car, and we had it in
excellent condition. The new owner had spotted
the Model A sitting in my friend's driveway and
decided he had to have it. He approached my
friend and offered him an unusually high price
that he could not refuse.
A few weeks later the new owner came driving
up to my house with my friend in the passenger
seat and with oil pouring out from underneath
the car. Upon examination we discovered the oil
was coming out through the cotter pin drain hole
in the bottom of the flywheel housing This was
not just a little oil leak, it was massive; oil was
pouring out the flywheel housing hole in a steady
stream as long as the engine was running.
My friend and I both felt an obligation to
determinethe problem and correct it. My thinking
was that the oil was coming out through the rear
main bearing and into the flywheel housing. This
had to be caused by one of several
malfunctions. The oil pipe attached to the rear
main bearing cap could be plugged with debris.
The thrust washer could have broken off and
fallen away. The babbit in the rear main may
have failed and fallen out. The engine had
recently been overhauled and re-babitted and
only had a few hundred miles on it and it ran
very well.
The decision was made to drop the pan and
remove the rear main bearing cap for inspection.
When the task was complete we could find
nothing out of the ordinary. The thrust washer
was intact, the bearing was intact, and the return
pipe was not plugged. We were somewhat
stymied. Oil had been pouring out over the rear
main bearing labyrinth seal, but why?
We had no other choice but to put everything
back together without doing anything to resolve
the problem. When everything was back
together I went about putting new oil into the
engine.
I went to pull the cap off the end of the breather
tube and the whole assembly came out from the
engine block. A closer look revealed that the cap

on the end of the breather tube was not original
Model A. Instead it was round and highly
polished chrome. It did not have any vent
passages to allow venting of the crankcase. We
tried blowing through the breather tube toward
the cap, it was totally plugged off, and there was
no venting.
We quizzed the owner and found that he had
recently purchased the cap along with an
abundance of other glitter accessories from a
local Model A supplier and had installed it on the
car a few days before. This day was the first time
he had driven the car and the first time oil had
poured out the rear main.
We had some difficulty removing the accessory
breather tube cap, as it was jammed tight onto
the end of the breather tube. When we finally got
it off we discarded it and installed a proper
Model A cap. We started the engine and there
was no oil leak. I was astounded; I knew an
engine crankcase had to be vented, but I had no
idea how a completely plugging off the breather
tube would have such a dramatic affect and
cause such a massive oil leak.
Apparently a Model A engine can build up a
tremendous amount of pressure inside the
crankcase if the breather tube is plugged off.
The pressure must be created by some amount
of compression that sneaks past the piston rings
and into the crankcase. This pressurization must
be sufficient enough to cause oil from the rear
main bearing to be forced out through the
labyrinth rear oil seal.
This could have been a real disaster for the new
owner if he had continued to drive the car and
had not become aware of the oil leak. He would
have soon starved the engine of oil and
destroyed it,
The lesson learned here is that a blocked off
Model A breather tube will cause excessive
crankcase pressure that will force massive
amounts of oil to pour out over the rear main
bearing labyrinth seal.
This is something that should be considered by
Model A owners when they get the ideal of
jamming a roll of steel wool or a Brillo pad into
the breather tube cap to provide filtering of the
air.
by Tom Endy
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OK, so get me my dinner, already!

Support Our Sponsors

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 864-2480

1874 Mentone Blvd
Mentone, CA 92359

Welcome to our new sponsor, Hannah's Family Restaurant. For over a year Hannah's has hosted the
Model A Club for lunch or dinner. Our “Take Your Honey To Brunch” or dinner has long been a special
occasion to take your significant other for a fine family style meal at a reasonable price.
The regular menu has a wide selection of your favorite meals, plus they also have a senior menu that
features a great selection.
Hannah's features homemade bread in white and squaw and also has the best homemade pie section
in an abundance of your favorite flavors. Just before finishing your meal selection your server will recite
by memory all of the fresh pies of the day in addition to the cake selections made on the premises. The
service is prompt and your drinks and salads are served as soon as all the orders are taken. Our group
usually has 12 to 14 diners and a table is set up to accommodate us all. Hannah's Restaurant is one of
our favorite places to dine. Our sincere thinks to Hannah's for a fine dining experience. For special
occasions Hannah's also has a private dining area with a capacity of 50 to 60 people.
Try it you'll love it. Owners Ignacio and Kay Salazar in business over 25 years.
The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

22 Jun - Great Race
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