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National Orange Show

rom Friday, May 3rd through Sunday, May 5th, club members participated at the National Orange
F
Show in San Bernardino with a total of 8 cars. We started at Vicky's Burger for a late lunch before
caravanning to the fairgrounds. It was very impressive to see all of the cars lined up in the Damus

building. After the cars were cleaned up, the lights made all of them shine. Shirley brought with her a
variety of vintage hats for women and men to wear as they took pictures with our cars.
We all took turns going out to explore the fairgrounds, seeing the pig races, reptiles and a great
fireworks show. We even got to sample some of the delicious fair food. There was an exhibit building
that had old pictures from the early Fair days showing many Model A's that were lined up in the parking
area during the 1930s.
On Saturday we drove through the
Midway for the annual parade. There
was a 1958 jeep that was first in line but
it wouldn't start. After finally getting
started he ended up being put in front of
us. Halfway through the parade it started
smoking really bad from under the hood
and around the steering wheel. So bad
that he had to pull off and didn't finish the
parade. All of the A's made it through
with no problems. Our club had three
female drivers so the spectators were
very impressed with their driving skills. Thank you to Tom and Judy Spurlin, Ron and Edna Blackwell,
Earl and Nancy Aceves, Linda Schubert, Natalie Gorgeous, Laura Northrup, Monica Dirac, Phil and
Shirley Messenger and Earl’s cousin Frank, who brought his Model T Phaeton.
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n May 18th, ten cars from the
O
Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club
along with Orange Blossom A's and

Pomona Valley Model A Club attend the
28th Annual Riverside Vintage Home
Tour and Restoration Faire, put on by the
Old Riverside Foundation. We were
asked to participate by parking our cars
in front of the houses that were selected
for this years tour. There were five
houses and we had two or three cars
parked in the driveways and out in front
of the houses. For every car that was
shown, the driver and passenger
received free tickets to tour the houses in
appreciation for showing our cars.
The houses were beautifully restored and
two of them had fantastic views of
Fairmont Park and Lake Evans. Thank
you to Ron Blackwell and Cal Knauer for
setting this up. After the home tour, some
of us went to El Patron Mexican
restaurant in Riverside for dinner.

3~5 May - National Orange Show

18 May - Riverside Vintage Home Tour

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message
reetings Club Members
It was a pretty busy month
during May, starting with the
National Orange Show in
San Bernardino. We had
eight cars participate, which
is the largest since I have
been attending. Some of our
members dressed in vintage
clothing, which enhanced
our presentation.
The Riverside Vintage Home Tour was really
great, we enjoyed touring through all of the
houses and seeing our cars parked in front
made it even better. The house I was
assigned to is known as "The Hayes House".
The owners gave me a private tour of areas
closed to the public, including the back of the
house and the back lawns. They opened up
the garage to show us his Maserati and the
Jaguar he is restoring. He had his own
machine shop on the property.
June is here and I pulled out my grandkids
Hubley Derby cars to tune up and get ready
for race day on June 15th.
The Great Race will be starting on June
22nd at the Mission Inn in Riverside. This is
an opportunity to see some unique and
beautiful old cars. Hope everybody gets a
chance to check them out.
Have a wonderful summer. Be safe out on
the road.

Phil Messenger
President

Officers
President - Phil Messenger
Vice President - Ron Blackwell
Treasurer - Sheri Racobs
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves
Member-at-Large - Nancy Aceves
Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez

Committee Directors
Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup
Installation / Holiday Banquet - Emily Elgan
MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan
MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan
Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Model A-pparel - Vacant
Parades & Events - Tom Valdez
Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski
Photographer - Michael Kaminski

Birthdays

02 Jun - Cal Knauer
06 Jun - Jo Dierking
07 Jun - Dennis Emmanuel
09 Jun - Mike Racobs
12 Jun - Linda Brandt
18 Jun - Tom Valdez
23 Jun - Glenn Stewart
24 Jun - Nancy Aceves
30 Jun - Julie Sandefur

Anniversaries

01 Jun - Schubert, Bill & Lynda
13 Jun - Fehler, Bob & Helen
18 Jun - Tate, Ray & Connie
20 Jun - Schneider, Phil & Marsha
23 Jun - Dierking, Ernie & Jo
29 Jun - Alford, Dan & Cathy

Raffles - John Benson
Refreshments - Nancy Aceves
Sponsorship - Tom Valdez
Sunshine - Nancy Aceves
Swap Meet - Tom Spurlin
Tech - Tom Spurlin
TYHTB - Vacant
Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin
Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski
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Call to Order – Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:06pm, at Ronald McDonald
House, 11365 Anderson St., Loma Linda, followed by the Flag Salute. Phil acknowledged the April
birthdays and anniversaries. We had one new member, Laura Northrop, she had been a Club
“First Lady” in 1986, welcome back! .
Minutes – Monica Dirac – Renee Huston proposed a motion to accept the corrected minutes in the
Steering Column; in Other Business it should have read Bernie Long’s daughter not his widow.
Dan Deane seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion approved.
Treasurer’s Report – Sheri Racobs – Sheri was absent, but all our bills are paid and we have a
healthy balance in our bank account.
Sunshine – Nancy Aceves - Several of our members have been having health issues. Midge
Bronstrup is on the mend, Mike Racobs is recovering from back surgery and we were all delighted
to hear that the Spurlins’ grandson was cancer free at his latest check up. John Benson is still
having serious problems. We wish all the best to our ailing members.
President – Phil Messenger – On 7th April we met the Orange Blossoms outside Fritts Ford in
Riverside and convoyed over to the Citrus State Historical Park in Riverside to watch and hear one
of the old steam pumps being fired up. It was originally used, together with its twin, to pump up
water from the canal to irrigate the citrus orchard. Outside the building we could see the exhaust
from the pump blowing on the nearby trees. Afterwards we tried to convoy over to a nearby
Mexican restaurant in Riverside for lunch but some of us became separated in the confusing
Riverside traffic. We all managed to find our way in the end.
On 20th April we met early in the morning, before the crowds arrived, at the Black Bear Diner, for
an excellent breakfast. After we finished, we followed Rick Ballard over to March Field for two
tours of the March Field Air Reserve Base Museum. On the first tour we were driven around
outside in golf carts to see the old planes sitting on the tarmac. Then we crowded inside for the
second tour to see all the old memorabilia, much of it from World War II as well as a stealth
bomber.
Hubley Derby – Richard Bronstrup – Richard showed us some Hubleys from his collection and
gave us a brief history of the company. The Hubleys are scale replicas of old cars and were
originally manufactured to keep children occupied during conventions. They were first produced in
the 1960s but the company ceased making them about ten years ago. The older ones are better
made than the newer ones and so are much easier to assemble. If you buy a kit you are in for a
lot of work, assembling Hubleys is no easy task! We only race Ford Model A replicas, any body
style is acceptable. We will race two cars at a time on a 40 ft track, for single elimination. The
track actually belongs to the Pomona Valley Club and we have invited them to join us. There will
be separate classes for children 16 and under, as well as classes for adults. The cars will be in
two categories the original and the modified. Before the races start there will be plenty of time to
practice and tune up your car. At midday we will break for our potluck luncheon so please bring
something edible to share. Jack Simmons will be there to sell Hubleys and spare parts. Ron’s
super speedy car is back in action again after a spectacular crash in Loveland, Colorado.
Events/Parades – 22nd June – The Great Race will start in Riverside. Cars that will be in the line
up must be there by 7:00am and will not be able to leave before the last car departs at 1:00pm.
21st _ 22nd Model T Swap Meet at Little League.
4th July - Redlands Independence Day Parade. After the parade we will have lunch at the
Sizzler.
27th July Tech Session – If you are having a problem with your Model A and would like some
help, talk to Tom Spurlin or Phil.
Other Business – Laura Northrup wanted to find a new home for her old Hubley that was still in its
original box. Several members were interested in buying it so we decided to have an auction. The
lucky winner was Richard Bronstrup, he paid $50 for the car.
Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.
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04 Jun Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino

09 Jun Sun - Henry Ford Picnic - Hosts: Diamond Tread Chapter
10am~3pm Heritage Park, 12100 Mora Dr., Santa Fe Springs $15 BBQ lunch

11 Jun Tue 7pm - General Meeting
14 Jun Fri - Flag Day

On June 14, 1777, the Second Continental Congress took a break from writing
the Articles of Confederation and passed a resolution stating that “the flag of
the United States be 13 stripes, alternate red and white,” and that “the union
be 13 stars, white in a blue field, representing a new constellation.”

15 Jun Sat 9am - Hubley Derby
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Woman's Club 503 West 31st Street San Bernardino. Pot luck lunch.

16 Jun Sun - Father’s Day
21~22 Jun Fri & Sat - Model T Swap Meet

Little League Regional Headquarters 6707 North Little League Dr., San Bernardino

22 Jun Sat 9am - Great Race - Mission Inn

The opening ceremonies begin at 10:30am and the green flag drops at 11am.
Announcers will provide descriptions of the teams and cars, as they pass
through the starting line gate. The first car will leave 11am, then each will
leave one minute apart. A total of 120 cars are entered in the race.
Thu - Technical Inspection, Fri - Trophy Run (Warm-up Rally)

02 Jul Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino

04 Jul Thu - Redlands Independence Day Parade - 243rd Birthday!
Lineup: 9:30am, Parade: 10:30am
Meet at Franklin School: Eastbound on Colton Avenue, at Church Street.
After Parade TYHTB: 11am at Sizzler 110 W Redlands Blvd, Redlands

09 Jul Tue 7pm - General Meeting
20 Jul - Beach Train to San Clemente - Sand Sculpting & Woody Cars
Departs La Sierra Metrolink

27 Jul Sat 9am - Tech Session
30 Jul Tue - Henry Ford’s Birthday
06 Aug Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino

13 Aug Tue 5:30pm - General Meeting - Picnic in the Park
Fairmount Park, Riverside - Hwy 60 at the Market St. exit
Bring a salad or side dish. Don’t forget your lawn chairs.

18 Aug Sun 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Cal Baptist University
8432 Magnolia Avenue Riverside - Alumni Dining Commons

24 Aug Sat 9am - Tech Session

Rely on the Website for the most current information

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Inland Empire Ronald McDonald House
11365 Anderson Street
Loma Linda, CA, 92354

First American Car

Arguably the first American car was built by
Oliver Evans in 1805. He had received the first
U. S. patent in 1789. The car that Evans built
was amphibious and could travel on land by
wheels or water by paddlewheels.
Other scholars say that the first American car is
generally considered to be the Duryea
automobile built by the Duryea Motor Wagon
Company which was first demonstrated in
Massachusetts in 1893. Frank and Charles
Duryea founded the company and built a Ladies
Phaeton one-cylinder gasoline engine, 4-wheel,
open air car.
A second Duryea was built in 1894 and on
Thanksgiving Day in 1895, Frank won the
Chicago Times Herald Race traveling 54 miles
with an average speed of 7.5 mph. In 1895, the
Duryea Motor Wagon Company started
commercial production of the first American car.
Frank Duryea was the actual builder of the first
American automobile, having to throw away
many of Charles' ideas. Charles, however, spent
his life trying to discredit Frank and claim himself
to be the builder of the first American car.
By 1902, the Oldsmobile (Olds Motor Vehicle
Company formed in 1897 in Detroit, Michigan)
would come to dominate the marketplace with its
large scale production line busy at work churning
out 425 cars the first year for $650 apiece.
The Henry Ford Company launched in 1901 and
would change its name to Cadillac Motor
Company. In 1909 General Motors would buy the
Cadillac company. William Durant had formed
General Motors in 1908. In 1902 - 1903 the Ford
Motor Company launched in a converted factory
and built its first American car, the Model A.
In 1908, the Ford Motor Company launched the
Model T and in first year production sold over
10,000 cars. In 1912, the Charles Kettering
electric starter was introduced (before that cars
had to startup using a hand crank).
In 1913, the Ford Motor Company developed the
assembly line with each worker responsible for one
task. Up until this time, workers were assigned
multiple tasks on building automobiles and walked
around the plants to accomplish their tasks.
Under this assembly line process, the Highland
Park, Michigan plant produced 300,000 cars in
1914. This allowed Ford to drop the price of the
Model T for 14 years straight making this
American car now affordable to the middle class.
Many years ago, Henry Ford was given credit for
inventing the automobile. This was far from the
truth. What Henry Ford did invent was the
assembly line for mass producing the automobile
making it affordable to Americans everywhere,
or did he?

Blast from the Past
From our November 1962 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault

The Door Opener
Adventures of “A” Bone
Our first experience with our “A” came while
conducting a safari in the steaming jungles of
South Africa in search of shrunken heads, bug
screens, and “A” Bones. We came across a
remote tribe known as the “Four Bangers”, a
direct descendant of the Ubangi tribe and an
affiliate of the Model “A” Ford Club of South
Africa. They showed us what is now our (to us)
lovely coupe. It was infested with tarantulas, boa
constrictors, and such accessories. Believe it or
not, it had a minus 26,000 miles, as it had only
been driven backwards since 1930 when Henry
himself shipped it down the Niger River, without
a raft. The Four Banger chief, knowing only
where reverse gear was, used it himself in the
tribes’ monthly delivery of shrunken heads to the
Curio shops. In return for the heads, they were
given shots for the treatment of the deadly
ailment, “Restoration Fever”, of which the entire
tribe suffered. But to make a short story long,
after trading my wife Pat to the chief for his
coupe, she later escaped, I airlifted my coupe
back to Ontario.
Seriously, to tell the truth, I found my “A” in East
Ontario and bought it for $90.00. It was in a
complete state of despair and suffered from
acute arthritis. After many long, hard, hours of
work, cuss words, and sweat, we have nearly
completed our “Hoopie II.” Pat still gripes now
and then as I sold her ‘53 Ford to acquire funds
to partially restore the “A”. Down deep I know
she has the same attachment as I to the coupe
and our swell Club.
P.S. Don't let Bill Hendricks see this last part as
he actually believes the jungle bit, and why
disillusion him.
Neal Gann

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.
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he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle. Currently it is held by Ron Blackwell.

What you need to know about Classic
Car insurance

If you're a car lover buying a sporty roadster
that's not only retro, but also in mint condition,
you probably know its value to the nearest dollar.
You care more than most car owners about
every ding or scratch, and want to make sure
your investment is properly valued and worryfree. Because of this, classic car insurance is a
little different from the insurance that covers the
vehicle you use every day. That's why it pays to
spend some extra time making sure a classic car
insurance policy includes all the fine points you
need. Two things that make them different from
an insurance perspective are that classic cars
are driven less frequently than regular-use cars,
and are usually securely stored. Here are some
of the common insurance specifications to
understand when choosing classic car
insurance.
What is a classic car?
The categories of classic car and collector car
are often lumped together. While insurance
carriers might have different classic car
definitions, figure that a classic car would be at
least 10 years old, while an antique car would be
a minimum of 25 years old. Collector cars might
also be modern, including those with
modifications and even replicas of antique cars.
A vintage tractor or military vehicle can even be
classified as a classic car and qualify for this
type of insurance.
What does a classic car insurance company
require?
A classic car insurance carrier may require that
an insured classic car meet certain conditions to
qualify for specific coverage. For example, the
car might need to be stored in a locked garage
rather than left in the driveway. It would need to
be driven as a hobby vehicle rather than a daily
use car, meaning you should drive it primarily in
parades or club activities and bringing it to car
shows, though occasional pleasure drives are
sometimes allowed. The insurance carrier may
require proof that you have another car to use as
your primary auto. In order to be considered a
classic car, the insurance carrier may require
that the vehicle is in good condition and close to
the original factory specifications. Sometimes a
classic car insurance carrier asks for an
appraisal or market value along with a photo.
Does coverage include depreciation of
value?
A classic car should hold its value, which is one
reason that this type of specialized classic car
insurance exists. If there's a claim, the last thing
you want is a payout on what the carrier says is
a depreciated value on a 30-year-old car, which
may happen with traditional car insurance.

Before getting auto coverage, find out the
carrier's depreciation policy. For classic car
insurance, the company might offer what's called
a set value coverage, where a policy is issued
with a stated car value. That value stays the
same unless the car rises in value and the policy
reflects that.
Is there a mileage limit for classic cars?
Not all classic cars are driven for pleasure.
Some are just exhibited in car shows, stored or
driven in parades. Figure out how you're going to
use your classic car to make sure the mileage
allowed by the insurance carrier works for your
needs. An insurance carrier may offer a no fixed
mileage limit, with the caveat that the classic car
is not the daily driving car. If it's a daily use car a
different car insurance policy may be needed,
even if it's a classic or collectible car.
Does the classic car insurance policy give a
choice of repair shops?
When getting a traditional car repaired after an
auto claim, insurance companies sometimes
offer options. With a classic car, going to the
right shop makes a huge difference. Some auto
repair shops know specialty cars better than
others. Find out if the classic car insurance
carrier allows a choice of specialist auto shops,
which can cost more than traditional repair
shops.
Is there a deductible?
Some classic car policies offer a zero-deductible
policy, and some make it standard. Find out
when inquiring about a policy.
Classic car owners should enjoy their car and
should be covered when the unexpected
happens. Classic car insurance protects your
unique vehicles and can give you peace of mind
knowing that your classic car is safe and
protected.
Product,
coverage,
discounts,
insurance
terms,
definitions
and
other
descriptions are intended for informational
purposes only and do not in any way replace or
modify the definitions and information contained
in your individual insurance contracts, policies,
and/or declaration pages from Nationwideaffiliated underwriting companies, which are
controlling. Such products, coverages, terms and
discounts may vary by state and exclusions may
apply.
September 2018 issue of the “Defender, a publication of the Association of California Car Clubs.
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Model A - pparel 1931

In the year 1929, the fashion world
placed emphasis on style changes in the
bodices and skirts of frocks. The big
changes in sleeves had taken place earlier
in going from exaggerated arm fullness in
1927, to straight slender shafts by the end
of 1928.
Sleeves were still very tightly fitted from
shoulder seam all the way down to the
wrist. This was the predominant sleeve
style in 1929, long and very close fitted.
There were still styles that sported the
fuller modified bishop sleeve, held tightly
closed at the wrist with a narrow band or
tie. These fuller sleeves were for the less
than slimmer ladies.
This is not to say that the long tight
sleeves were the same from one frock to
another. Often the severity of line was
softened by the use of a variety of trim,
slashes of another fabric, buttons, frilly
soft cuffs of organdy, lace, etc., or narrow
pleated fillings of the dress. Cuffed
versions on tailored frocks were often
seen. The cuffs were small and usually of
a contrasting color, matching the reverse
facing or collar. Small detachable cuffs
were most popular, again with matching
collars and vested.

Late spring and early summer brought
out a variety of sleeveless styles for sports.
Many had short kimono sleeves, very
short and really just a cap sleeve and
were accompanied by jackets for street.
Warmer days and the fact that the sun
tan was now fashionable, brought new
distinction to sleeveless and short sleeved
frocks. In past years bared arms were
reserved for the very active sports,
covered off the court or field with a scarf
or jacket. Dressier sleeveless frocks were
now being worn for afternoon affairs at
the country club, or for bridge, parties,
and less dressier picnics. Street wear and
shopping still called for long sleeves or a
jacket covering.
With the arrival of fall and into winter, the
long close fitted sleeve continued to
prevail as it did the previous winter for
day wear, but fashion seers were already
hinting at new things for sleeves.

Support Our Sponsors

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 864-2480

1874 Mentone Blvd
Mentone, CA 92359

Because we couldn't survive without the generosity of our sponsors, saying 'thank you'
just isn't enough. This page shines a spotlight on our sponsors.
Here the donors will shine under our Spotlight on our Sponsor in 2019!
Thanks so much for being one of our sponsors this year.
We would love for you to get to know our incredible sponsors in our Sponsor Spotlight!
The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

3~5 May - National Orange Show

The May 11th Take
Your Honey to
Brunch was at Viva
Villa on Sierra Ave,
Fontana.
The Antique Nationals
was canceled because
of the rain so the group
went to the Huston’s
to see John’s train.
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The 23rd annual Fire
Fighters Car Show in
Redlands on Saturday
25 May. Best Antique
Car Award and Chief's
Choice Award given to
Kirk and Naomi Rhoda
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