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TYHTB - Black Bear Diner & March Field Museum
On April 20th, we went for brunch at Black
Bear Diner in Moreno Valley. Thirteen club
members met at 8:30 on a hazy morning
which was just before the crowd got there.
We had excellent service and delicious
food which came in large portions.
After brunch, Rick Ballard and Ron
Blackwell led the caravan in their A's to the
March Field Air Museum in Riverside. We
had a tour of the museum by a very
informative docent.
We learned the history of the Air Base and that in anticipation of an entry
into World War I, efforts by Frank Miller (then owner of the Mission Inn in
Riverside) and others succeeded in gaining War Department approval to
construct an airfield at Alessandro Field. On 1 March 1918, Alessandro
Flying Training Field was opened.
Alessandro Flying Training Field became March Field, named in honor of
Second Lieutenant Peyton C. March, Jr., son of the Army Chief of Staff,
who had been killed when his Curtiss JN-4 "Jenny" crashed in Fort
Worth, Texas the previous month. His crash occurred two weeks after he
had been commissioned in the regular United States Army Air Service.
After the museum tour we took the enjoyable tram tour of the planes outside,
as it was a lot of acreage to cover on foot. The museum has displays of early
aircraft including the 1903 Pioneer which launched the era of powered flight, World War ll bombing icons and
Cold War Fighters, a MQ-1 predator, an SR-71 Blackbird and so much more. A good time was had by all.
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On April 7th, several Paradise Valley members joined the Orange
Blossom A's for a tour at the California Citrus State Historic Park in
Riverside. We drove through the sweet smelling orange groves to a fairly
non-descript metal building tucked away on the grounds. Inside was a
17-ton, 200 horsepower engine. It had so much power that every time it
would pump water the exhaust would
blow the trees in the orange grove about
30 feet away. The pump was one of a
twin pair that was used for 30 years to
bring irrigation water to many of the area’s
groves. By 1931, when the pump was
installed, the greater Riverside area was home to thousands of acres of
orange and other citrus groves that needed water. When Riverside gave
birth to the navel orange industry in the 1880s, water was either diverted
directly from the Santa Ana River or taken into canals from artesian wells.
By the 1900s, so much water was being used that the wells were running
out and steam-powered pumps were brought in to extract water from
underground aquifers. As the 1930s approached (and it should be noted that 1939 saw the largest
amount of land dedicated to citrus groves in this area), those inefficient steam engines had to be replaced
by more modern, natural-gas engines like the one at Citrus Park.
The pump in question is one of seven that were purchased by the Riverside Highlands Water Co. for use
in irrigating lands in Grand Terrace, Highgrove, and northern Riverside.
The pumps were in use until around 1961, when they were replaced with
more modern machinery. The Riverside Highlands Water Co. sold five of
them for scrap and kept two as backup. One of these backup machines
was sent to a museum in Salem, OR and in 2000 the other pump was
partially dismantled, loaded on a truck and taken to its present location just
north of Mockingbird Reservoir at Citrus Park for restoration and exhibition.
We also enjoyed the many old photos of the orange groves in the 1900s
and old equipment on display.
Afterwards the group went to Ramiro's Cocina Mexicana Restaurant.

7 Apr - Citrus State Historic Park

20 Apr - March Field Air Museum

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.
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President - Phil Messenger

We
have
really
been
enjoying the brunches and
tours lately but are running
out of ideas. If you have any
suggestions of places to go
please let us know. If you're
interested in taking over the
"Take Your Honey To Brunch" chairman
position, it is vacant and we would
appreciate someone taking it on.
We had 8 cars displayed at the National
Orange Show in San Bernardino May 3~5.
We will have details and photos in next
months newsletter.
The Riverside Vintage Home Tour is coming
up on May 18th. That is always fun. Next
month is the Hubley Derby on June 15th at
the San Bernardino Women’s Club. My
grandchildren are already dusting off their
cars and getting ready to race. Remember it
is a pot luck lunch.
June 22nd is the Great Race starting at the
Mission Inn in Riverside. Several of our cars
along with the Orange Blossom A's and
Anaheim T's will be displayed at the starting
line.
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Birthdays

02 May - Helen Fehler
09 May - Bob Ward
18 May - Dan Alford
18 May - Ray Tate

Anniversaries

02 May - Deane, Dan & Rory
09 May - Knowlton, Richard & Susan
15 May - Blackwell, Ron & Edna
25 May - Racobs, Mike & Sheri

Sponsorship - Tom Valdez
Sunshine - Nancy Aceves
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Call to Order - Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:03pm, at Ronald McDonald House,
11365 Anderson St, Loma Linda, followed by the Flag Salute. Phil acknowledged the April
birthdays and anniversaries. We had no new members or guests.
Minutes – Monica Dirac – Sheri Racobs proposed a motion to accept the minutes as written in the
Steering Column, Tom Valdez seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion approved.
Treasurer’s Report – Sheri Racobs – Sheri gave the financial report, all our bills are paid and we
have a healthy bank account.
President – Phil Messenger – Don Kirtley explained to Phil that Little League had changed the
date for the Ford Model T Club Swap Meet to 21 st-22nd June. This is after they had printed and
distributed lots of flyers. Also the new dates conflict with the Great Race and several of their
members will be in the Race. There have been many changes at Little League. One now has to
ring the doorbell to be admitted to the building, the parking lot has been repaved and the property
cleaned up. So far they have not changed the date of our Swap Meet.
Hubley Derby – is coming up on 15th June. Practice time will start at 9.00am, the track will have
been set up the night before. There will not be any charge to participate but lunch will be a
potluck, so be sure to bring a dish to share.
Great Race – 22nd June – The race will start at the Mission Inn in Riverside at 11:00am, with cars
leaving at one-minute intervals. Over one hundred cars and motorcycles made in or before 1974
will be taking part. There will be twenty-nine cars displayed at the stating line including four from
our Club, some from the Orange Blossoms and the Temecula Club.
TYHTB - 20th April we will meet at the Black Bear Diner. After brunch we will visit the March Field
Air Museum. Tom and Judy Spurlin will not be there due to family health problems, but Phil has
the sign up sheet.
Antique Nationals – Will be held at the Fontana Auto Club Drag Raceway on 11 th May. We will
meet before for brunch. The gate opens at 8.00am, entry fee is $20 plus $10 for parking unless
you are driving an antique vehicle (not a cheap event!).
National Orange Show – 1st~5th May. We are all set to display our cars again this year at the
National Orange Show. We will meet at Vicky’s Burger for lunch on Friday at 2:30pm then head
over to the show grounds at 4:00pm. The Show opens to the public at 5:00pm. Come and join us
in the Damus Building.
Riverside Vintage Home Tour – Ron Blackwell – Ron received the addresses yesterday. There
are only four houses this year instead of the usual five and one does not have any parking for Ford
Model As. If you still wish to participate Ron can put your name on the waiting list.
Membership - Edna Blackwell – Edna has extra rosters for sale for $1.00 each.
Other Business – 19th ~21st April – Bernie Long’s widow will be selling/auctioning off all of his Ford
Model A stuff.
20th April - The Pasadena High School will be raffling off its fully restored 1929 roadster. Tickets
are on sale for $100. For more information talk to Phil.
Phil thanked all the members for helping out.
Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 8:10pm.
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Meet Fri at 2:30pm for lunch at Vicky's Burger
Enter NOS at 4pm Fri 3 May at the E St. or Mill St. gate
Friday 5pm - 11pm
Saturday 12pm - 11pm
Sunday 12pm - 11pm
P a r a d e - 2pm Sat 4 May Join us for the parade
F i r e w o r k s - 8 p m Sat 4 May

07 May Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino

11 May Sat 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Viva Villa
9585 Sierra Ave, Fontana. Antique Nationals canceled
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12 May Sun - Mother’s Day
14 May Tue 7pm - General Meeting
18 May Sat - Armed Forces Day

Day to pay special tribute to the men and women of the Armed Forces.

18 May Sat 10am - Riverside Vintage Home Tour
27 May Mon - Memorial Day
27~30 May - NCRG Roundup - Santa Rosa
04 Jun Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino
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09 Jun Sun - Henry Ford Picnic Hosts: Diamond Tread Chapter
10am~3pm Heritage Park, 12100 Mora Dr., Santa Fe Springs $15 BBQ lunch
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11 Jun Tue 7pm - General Meeting
14 Jun Fri - Flag Day
15 Jun Sat 9am - Hubley Derby
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16 Jun Sun - Father’s Day
21~22 Jun - Model T Swap Meet

A

22 Jun Sat 9am - Great Race - Mission Inn
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Woman's Club 503 West 31st Street San Bernardino. Pot luck lunch.
Little League Regional Headquarters 6707 North Little League Dr., San Bernardino
First car will leave 11am, then each will leave one minute apart.

02 Jul Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino

04 Jul Thu - Redlands Independence Day Parade - 243rd Birthday!

Lineup: 9:30am, Parade: 10:30am
Meet at Franklin School: Eastbound on Colton Avenue, at Church Street.
After Parade TYHTB: 11am Sizzler at 1800 S. Waterman Ave, San Bernardino

09 Jul Tue 7pm - General Meeting
27 Jul Sat 9am - Tech Session
30 Jul Tue - Henry Ford’s Birthday

Rely on the Website for the most current information

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Inland Empire Ronald McDonald House
11365 Anderson Street
Loma Linda, CA, 92354

Armed Forces & Memorial Day
On August 31, 1949, Louis Johnson, who was
the United States' Secretary of Defense,
announced the creation of an Armed Forces Day
to replace separate Army, Navy and Air Force
Days. The event stemmed from the armed
forces' unification under one department – the
Department of Defense.
The first Armed Forces Day was celebrated on
Saturday, May 20, 1950. The theme for that day
was “Teamed for Defense”, which expressed the
unification of all military forces under one
government department. According to the U.S.
Department of Defense, the day was designed to
expand public understanding of what type of job
was performed and the role of the military in
civilian life.
Armed Forces Day was a day for the military to
show "state-of-the-art" equipment to Americans.
It was also a day to honor and acknowledge
Americans in the armed forces. Parades, open
houses, receptions and air shows were held at
the inaugural Armed Forces Day. Armed Forces
Day is still celebrated nationwide today and is
part of Armed Forces Week.
Many Americans celebrate Armed Forces Day
annually on the third Saturday of May. It is a day
to pay tribute to men and women who serve the
United States’ armed forces. Armed Forces Day
is also part of Armed Forces Week, which begins
on the second Saturday of May.
Armed Forces Day is not a public holiday. It falls
on Saturday, May 18, 2019 and most businesses
follow regular Saturday opening hours in the
United States.
Memorial Day and Veterans Day are both
patriotic holidays honoring the military, but there
is a significant difference between the two aside
from when they land on the calendar.
Veterans Day, observed every November 11,
recognizes all who have served in the Armed
Forces.
Memorial Day, which falls on the last Monday in
May, honors the men and women who died while
serving in the military. This solemn occasion is a
time to reflect on these American patriots who
made the ultimate sacrifice while protecting and
defending the country they deeply loved.
Veterans Day, observed every November 11,
recognizes all who have served in the Armed
Forces.

Blast from the Past
From our November 1962 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault

Fallbrook Tour
Paradise Valley Model “A” Club represented at
the Fallbrook All-California Meet on Sunday, November 4, by thirteen “A's”. Eight “A’s”, namely
Brown, Mills, R. Loomis, B. Loomis, Chennault,
Meadows, Appleby, and Fabun, a guest with a
‘31 sedan, left Snow's at 7:50 A.M., found two
more “A's”, driven by Hoon and Tyrrell, in the
fog near Riverside, and as the group passed
Temecula the veiled shape of Smith's “A” was
seen in a cafe parking lot. That was a good excuse to stop and wipe off the cars before proceeding on. Hendricks and Gann braved the fog
in their A's” and John Hendricks drove the ‘34
Ford, which he entered in the “cars of special
interest” division. Montigel showed up in his ‘37
Packard which he displayed in the “classic car”
section. (Norma said it was too cold for the children to ride in the rumble seat of the roadster or
they would have driven that.)
The club was well represented by other members who came in their family cars. These included “Randy” Randall, now living in San Diego,
Twiss, Moore, Lowe, Schnitzler, and Cochrane.
(Hope we didn't miss anyone in the crowd.) Following lunch, the San Diego M. A. R. C. Club put
on a fashion show which also featured dances of
that era - the Black Bottom and the Tango.
Winners from our club included the following:
Roberta's ‘31 roadster (entered by Bill), second
place; Merle's ‘29 roadster, third place in his
class; Tyrrell, third in the commercial class. In
one of the drawings which were held throughout
the day, Gann won a tail light lens, which he
promptly broke in installation. (You know how it
is, just one more twist of the screwdriver!)
We understand that Roberta was a bit reluctant
to stay home. We sure missed her.
Several members parked their cars as “guests”
- not to be judged - on the lot. One remark overheard was, “I wonder how come he doesn't want
that judged.” The lady's husband answered,
“He's probably got all the trophies he wants
now.”

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.

T

he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle. Currently it is held by Ron Blackwell.

A Dead Battery!
by Tom Endy

A common occurrence:
It's not uncommon for a Model A Ford to incur a
dead battery, especially those that are still
operating on six volts. Model A's are usually not
driven daily and prolonged periods of sitting
around tend to run the battery down. It is usually
discovered when you climb in to go somewhere.
You push on the starter button, and nothing.
Modern inconvenience:
What a lot of Model A hobbyist may not
understand is that we the modern day owners
may be contributing to this phenomenon. In a
modern car when you switch off the ignition it
shuts off all the electrical systems in the car,
except maybe for the digital clock. In a Model A
Ford when you switch off the ignition, at least the
original pop out type, all you are switching off is
the power that goes to the ignition points. That
may have been fine in Henry's day, but stop and
think about what a lot of us have done to the
Model A Ford to improve on Henry's design.
The cutout:
The cutout used with the
generator
disconnects
the
battery from the generator
whenever the engine is shut
down. Without it the battery
would discharge itself through
the generator and you would
have a dead battery. The cutout
has a simple set of contacts that are either open
or closed. The problem with the cutout is that the
contacts can sometimes become welded shut
over a period of time and not open, thus draining
the battery when the car is parked. This is highly
likely with the poor reproduction cutouts that are
on the market. Modern day advancements in
electronics provided the world with the diode.
The diode is like a switch (sort of) in that it has a
high resistance to current in one direction and a
low resistance in the other. The low resistance
path allows the generator to flow current to the
battery to charge it. The high resistance path is
supposed to not allow the battery to drain itself
through the generator. An abundance of diode
mod kits were made available at all the Model A
hobby stores. The cutout contacts are replaced
with the diode (hopefully in the right polarity) and
welded contacts are a thing of the past.
However, that high resistance direction is still
allowing a small amount of current to flow out of
the battery through the generator to ground. The
amount of current is minute, in the milliamps, but
over time it draws the battery down. Turning the
ignition key off does not shut the circuit off. Only

removal of the fuse on top of the starter (if one is
installed) will open the circuit and prevent the
drain.
The alternator:
Another modern convenience seen on many
Model A's today is the alternator. It is much more
efficient than the old fashioned generator. You
can buy them in either six volt or twelve volt. In
fact you can even buy a six-volt positive ground
alternator.
However, the alternator has six diodes in it and
the high resistance path will eventually drain the
battery.
This arrangement is also not switched off with
the ignition key and it sits there and draws a
small amount of current from the battery.
A failed alternator:
It is also possible to have an alternator that from
all appearances is working fine. You start the car
up and the ammeter shows it is charging.
However, you can have one or more diodes that
are partially shorted. With this situation the
current drain from the battery is considerably
more and in just a day or so the battery is dead.
Good advice:
Whenever you park your car for the night or any
other extended period of time, pull the fuse out
of the holder and stand it on its head in one end
of the holder. This way everything except the
starter switch is disconnected from the battery
and there is no chance that a sneaky diode will
ultimately cause you to have a dead battery.

18 May Sat - Riverside Vintage Home Tour
10am~4pm This year there are 5 privately
owned vintage homes in the Historic
District of Riverside to be shown, in
addition to the Weber House. If
possible Vintage Era clothing.

Enjoy the long weekend and a BBQ
But never forget that Memorial Day
is a Holiday to Honor
a very real sacrifice
Remember our Fallen
All Gave Some ... Some Gave All
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THOSE SENSATIONAL CAPES
By Lois Przywitowski

The predecessor of the cape, the cloak,
appeared well before the twentieth century.
The cloak was a functional garment, meant to
keep the wearer safe from virtually any kind of
weather. At night it doubled as a blanket for
protection from the elements. By the Model A
era, the cloak was elegantly transformed into
the cape. No longer was it simply functional. It
adorned both dresses and coats, or was a
garment on its own. Here we are showcasing
capes in their role as an
outer garment.
A double-tiered cape
graces this lovely satin
coat, reminiscent of
what “romantic highway
men
once
wore.”
McCall’s, April 1928,
Patter number 5193

This coat features a cape
attached at the shoulder line,
allowing the elegant simplicity of
the front of the coat to shine.
McCall’s, May 1928, Pattern
Number 5263

The cape shown on the right
takes “the place of a coat where
a picturesque effect is desired.”
The outward swing of the cape
“reveals
the
entire
frock
beneath” the cape. McCall’s,
May 1928, Pattern Number
5054
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This Cashmere day coat on the
left features an unusual cape,
again secured at the shoulder
line. The irregular hemline adds
dramatic interest and draws
attention to the cape. McCall’s,
July 1928, Pattern Number
5305
The full cape of this evening
wrap of transparent velvet
shown on the left lends striking
elegance to the ensemble, no
matter what gown is worn
beneath.
A New York dressmaker was
questioned about velvet for
summer wear. Her response
was “velvet in its new cobweb
weave is fashionable for
summer.” McCall’s, July 1928,
Pattern Number 5306

A little cape adds interest and flair to
this smart day coat on the right, in
part by giving the appearance of a
wide shoulder-line. The cape is accentuated by matching the curved
lines of the coat front. McCall’s May
1930, Pattern Number 6082

This coat features a
collarless neckline and
diagonal wrap closure.
The look is softened by
the shoulder capelet
which swings free in the
front. It is unusual in
that it is not a full cape,
rather it is split and
attached at the shoulder
and
back
seams.
McCall’s, April 1930,
Pattern Number 6479

Support Our Sponsors

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 864-2480

1874 Mentone Blvd
Mentone, CA 92359

Because we couldn't survive without the generosity of our sponsors, saying 'thank you'
just isn't enough. This page shines a spotlight on our sponsors.
Here the donors will shine under our Spotlight on our Sponsor in 2019!
Thanks so much for being one of our sponsors this year.
We would love for you to get to know our incredible sponsors in our Sponsor Spotlight!
The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

20 Apr - March Field Museum
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