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I N S T A L L A T I O N B A N Q U E T
On December 9th The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club held their
annual Board Member Installation and Holiday Party.
Sixty four members and guests were
present hosted by our sponsor, The Mill
Creek Cattle Company Restaurant in
Mentone.
Edna Blackwell made the arrangements
and
decorated
the
tables
with
poinsettias wrapped in “Santa Boots”
and bite sized candy snacks spread out
around the decorations, which made for
a very nice touch. This is Edna’s last
year doing this and Emily Elgan will take over.
After the meet and greet, photos were taken by Ron Blackwell. A brief
welcome announcement was given to guests and club members by President Phil Messenger. He also
reminded that our club will meet at the Ronald McDonald House starting with the Jan meeting.
Club members then proceeded to retrieve their meal. Saxophone entertainment was provided by Earl
Aceves Jr. all the while we enjoyed the meal. It was great to see most everyone joyful and happy for
the occasion.
New Board Members were then sworn in for the coming year. Phil thanked a lot of members for their
help with the banquet and throughout the year.
Thank you to Mike Kaminski and Ron Blackwell who did a great slideshow presentation of pictures
taken at all of our events throughout the year.
Thank you to Edna Blackwell for planning the banquet and for the
beautiful table decorations.
Thank you to Ron and Edna Blackwell for the beautiful job putting
together the president's book presented to Phil Messenger at the
banquet.
Thank you to Earl Aceves Junior for providing Christmas music on his
saxophone during dinner.
Thank you to all of the old and new board members and committee
chairman for all you do for the club.
Thank you to all of the members for your continued support and
attendance.
R e d l a n d s
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The Redlands Christmas parade was
held on December 1st. This is a
nighttime parade, and we had six cars
decorated with lights and holiday decor.
There is always a huge crowd for this
parade and it is well appreciated by the
audience of young and old.
We had two new family's participate in
their first parade. The Elgan family was
happy to have their ‘28 Coupe running in
time for the parade. Emily decorated
their beautiful car, Daniel had pre-parade
driving lessons and did a great job. Olivia
and
Ava,
their
daughters
were
enthusiastically waving from the rumble
seat.

Kirk and Naomi Rhoda also came to the Redlands
Christmas Parade with their ‘29 Pickup that they recently
acquired and really enjoyed it for their first outing.
We all had fun and then went to Nick's Burgers to eat where we
met up with other club members to kick off the holiday season.
Ho ! Ho ! Ho ! Feliz Navidad
S a n
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The following week, on a brisk
December 8th morning, we had
eight cars decorated and ready to
participate in the San Bernardino
Family YMCA Children's Parade.
Our group lined up in the same
general area as in previous years.
Finally the parade started on time
and the fun began. It is a fairly
short parade, but well attended.
We weaved from curb to curb and
cruised along honking our Ahooga horns as the crowd applauded.
We had a great time waving and wishing a Merry Christmas to people along the parade route
while Christmas songs were playing from a trailer rig and the marching bands.
After removing the decorations from the cars, we went to Sizzler on Waterman Ave. for lunch and
time to visit with friends. It was an enjoyable day and fun ride. Thank you to everyone who went.

9 Dec - Installation Banquet

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message
Greeting Club Members
First I want to thank all of our
members for everything you
do to help keep our club
active. I really enjoyed all of
the tour's, parades and
events throughout the year.
Thank you to all of the Board
Members and Committee Chairman for your
suggestions, input and help. I am thankful you
are all returning in those positions for another
year.
I am looking forward to the New Year filled
with
exciting
events
and
continued
friendships. I hope our new meeting place the
”Inland Empire Ronald McDonald House" in
Loma Linda meets our needs and is as
inviting as our old venue. We appreciate the
Regional Little League in San Bernardino for
many years of partnership and hope to have a
similar experience at our new meeting
location.
See you in 2019

Phil Messenger

Officers
President - Phil Messenger
Vice President - Ron Blackwell
Treasurer - Sheri Racobs
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves
Member-at-Large - Nancy Aceves
Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez

Committee Directors
Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup
Installation / Holiday Banquet - Emily Elgan
MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan
MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan
Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Model A-pparel - Vacant
Parades & Events - Tom Valdez
Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski
Photographer - Michael Kaminski

Birthdays
04 Jan - Marsha Schneider
08 Jan - Marlin Brandt
24 Jan - Karen Cornelius
26 Jan - Bob Fehler
26 Jan - Renée Richmond
30 Jan - Judy Spurlin

Anniversaries
01 Jan - Stewart, Glenn & Glenna
14 Jan - Rothwell, Clinton & Carrie
22 Jan - Rhoda, Kirk & Naomi

Raffles - John Benson
Sponsorship - Tom Valdez
Sunshine - Nancy Aceves
Swap Meet - Tom Spurlin
Tech - Tom Spurlin
TYHTB - Vacant
Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin
Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski

2019 Election Results
Congratulations to all the returning directors.
It is because of individuals like you, volunteering
your time and expertise that PVMAFC has
become a success.
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Call to Order - Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:05pm at Little League, San
Bernardino, followed by the Flag Salute. Phil acknowledged the November birthdays and
anniversaries. We have two new members, Dennis Emmanuel and his son Doug, happy owners of
an early 1928 Shay. Phil met them at the post office in Hesperia, some time ago and they had
hoped to join us for the Hesperia Days Parade. We had one guest, Polly Ionides, a High School
and Oxford University friend of Monica’s who was visiting from England.
Minutes – Monica Dirac – Sheri made a motion to accept the minutes as printed in the Steering
Column, Ron seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion approved.
Treasurer’s Report – Sheri Racobs - Sheri gave the October financial report, our bank account is
in good shape and all our bills are paid.
President – Phil Messenger - We had a good turnout at the Riverside and Redlands Veterans Day
Parades. The Orange Blossoms joined us for the Redlands Parade and for lunch afterwards.
8th December – We will take part in the San Bernardino Family YMCA Christmas Parade. After
the Parade we will eat at the Sizzler on Waterman Ave.
Our next Board Meeting will be on 4th December at Carl’s Jr. on University Parkway. Instead of our
regular General Meeting on 11th December we will have our Installation Banquet on 9 th December
at the Mill Creek Cattle Company in Mentone. Phil reminded members to pay Sheri for the
Banquet and their 2019 dues at the break if they have not already done so.
On New Year’s Day we have been invited to join the Temecula Valley As for their Mystery Tour.
Contact Rudi Perez for details.
In January we will meet at our new location, Ronald McDonald House, in Loma Linda. Phil and
Shirley had visited Ronald McDonald House after a Car Show last year and remembered that it
could be a possible place for us to hold our meetings so they checked it out. Members can eat
before the meeting at Farmer Boys on Mountain View Avenue just south of the I-10 freeway. Don’t
forget that Shirley is still collecting those free samples of shampoo, soap and toothpaste etc. to
donate to R.M.H.
Another possibility for our meetings is Redlands Ford. They were enthusiastic about having us
meet at their dealership and they offered to clear all the cars out of their show room and put in
chairs and tables for us, but we suspect that they would soon get tired of all the extra work. Also
there is not much room for extra parking in their lot.
Tech Session – Tom Spurlin – 17th November - Tech Session at Phil and Shirley’s house in
Hesperia. We will work on the front wheels and brakes of Monica’s Sport Coupe. Sign up with
Judy if you would like our experts to work on problems on your Model A.
Election Results - All our Officers and Board members will remain for the next year.
Installation Banquet – 9th December will be the Installation Banquet for our 2019 Officers and
Board Members, at the Mill Creek Cattle Company in Mentone, from 1:00 – 4:00pm.
Edna has not had time this year to work on table decorations due to family health issues. Any
member interested in presents should bring a gift to exchange and mark it for a man or woman.
Phil thanked for refreshments.
Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 8:05pm.
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01 Jan Tue 9am - New Years Day Tour with Temecula Valley Model A Club
Randy's Racing Museum in Lake Elsinore - Leaving from Rudy Perez's home at 9:00am

03 Jan Thu 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

08 Jan Tue 7pm - General Meeting

Ronald McDonald House 11365 Anderson Street, Loma Linda (Barton Rd & Anderson St)

13 Jan Sun 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Cal Baptist University
8432 Magnolia Avenue, Riverside

26 Jan Sat 9am - Tech Session
Tom Valdez

26~27 Jan - Turlock Swapmeet

Stanislaus County Fairgrounds Turlock, CA

03 Feb Sun - Superbowl
05 Feb Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

10 Feb Sun 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Richie’s Diner

8039 Monet Ave. Rancho Cucamonga (VICTORIA GARDENS I-15 & Foothill Blvd)

12 Feb Tue 7pm - General Meeting
14 Feb Thu - Valentine’s Day
22~24 Feb Fri~Sun - BIG 3 Auto Parts Exchange

D

Fri 12~4pm, Sat 8~4pm, Sun 8~4pm. There is no charge to the general public to attend this
event, however, there is a $10 stadium parking fee, free with handicap placard. This is the
biggest and best swap meet in California. If you need parts for your ‘A’, this is the place to find
them. Bring our Swapmeet flyers and help pass them out.
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05 Mar Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting
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Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

10 Mar Sun - Daylight Saving Time Begins - Clocks are turned forward
12 Mar Tue 7pm - General Meeting
16 Mar Sat 9am - Tech Seminar - PVMAFC Brake Safety Day
23 Mar Sat - Highland Citrus Harvest Festival
24 Mar Sun - Orange County Pancake Breakfast
PVMAFC
Milestone Anniversaries

5 Years
Dan and Rory Deane
Hubert and Barbara Poole
Larry and Valerie Swope
Tom Valdez
10 Years
Ray and Sherry Williams

15 Years
Deena Lowe-Davidson
20 Years
Glenn and Glenna Stewart
25 Years
David and Karen Cornelius
John Huston and Renée Richmond

Rely on the Website for the most current information

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Inland Empire Ronald McDonald House
11365 Anderson Street
Loma Linda, CA, 92354

Cadillac founded by Henry Leland in 1902

Henry Leland had to stop a funeral. An
experienced engine builder and businessman,
Leland had been hired by Henry Ford's
investors to liquidate what was left of the Henry
Ford Co. in 1902, after Ford had grown sick of
their meddling and set off on his own. Leland
looked around Ford's plant and told the
investors the company should keep going —
renamed for the French explorer who founded
Detroit, Antoine de la Mothe Cadillac. On
August 22 1902, Henry Leland's genius created
Cadillac, one of three successes that would
eventually make Detroit as we know it today,
but break Leland's spirit in the process.
By most accounts, Leland wasn't easy to work
for. An engineer by trade, he demanded
precision from those around him, often bluntly.
By the time the Ford investors brought him in,
Leland had a reputation as a talented engine
builder,
believing
parts
should
be
interchangeable, and his engine was compact
enough, he carried it into the meeting with
investors. By 1903, the first Cadillac with
Leland's engine hit the market, and soon
Cadillac became the best-selling cars in
America, renown for a reliability that most startup carmakers couldn't match.
After the investors sold Cadillac to General
Motors in 1909, Leland and his son stayed on as
its managers. When GM teetered on the brink of
collapse in 1910 from its acquisition binge, it was
Leland's personal appeal to Wall Street bankers
that led to a financial lifeline for the company —
but one that also brought a new board of
directors who didn't understand Leland's demand
that his vehicles be great rather than good
enough. Leland fought with them over many of
his technical innovations; after a friend was killed
while trying to start a car with a hand crank,
Leland oversaw the development of the first
electric starter. He also built the first watercooled V-8 engine, the descendants of which
power millions of vehicles today.
Sticking to his principles sped Leland to his ruin;
he quit GM when it refused to aid the effort for
World War I, deciding to build a factory for V-12
aircraft engines. Leland named the factory after
the first president he'd voted for — the Lincoln
Motor Co. When the Army abruptly cancelled
the contract and left Lincoln with a massive
debt, Leland returned to luxury cars, with the
first Lincolns rolling out in 1920. But an
economic downturn forced the company into
bankruptcy, and only Henry Ford saw fit to bid
for its assets. While Ford made a show of
keeping Leland, then 79, on at Lincoln, he
quickly undermined Leland and his son, until
both resigned in protest and filed suit. Leland
died a decade later, having started the two
great American luxury automakers and saved
GM, but with nothing to show for all of it.
Well, not quite nothing. During the internal
debate at GM over whether to build his V-8,
Leland had Cadillac's ad agency craft a rebuttal
that ran once, in the Saturday Evening Post in
January 1915. "The Penalty of Leadership"
stands as one of the greatest ads ever written,
and works as well as a manifesto for Leland
and anyone who has ever fought for greatness
against settling for good enough. Source: Motoramic

Blast from the Past

From our October 1962 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") Spelling is not this Editors fault

Tour to Los Angeles County playground
Our tour chairman was late (claimed he was
hunting for a gas station) so we got away at 8:15
a.m. on Sunday the 23rd of Sept.
The “A” starters or Smith, Hooper, Mills, B.
Loomis, and R. Loomis with Twiss and Hoon in
their family cars.
We had a gas stop in San Bernardino and that
must have been the mistake Mills made. He
must have put in ethyl because it was no trick at
all to pull away from him and even to pass him.
We stop for coffee etc. at the Wrightwood turn
off and then proceeded up the hill. On the way
up Mills “A” stopped completely. I think he said
something about the compression was rubbing
on the flywheel; however, the problem was
corrected and we continued on. You know that
Sam Hooper is really an “A” man. We tried to tell
him but he wouldn't listen. He finally found out
that even though an “A” is just about the finest
thing that ever happened, it just won't RUN ON
WATER.
Jones and family caught up to the group and
pulls Sams’ “A” the rest of the way up. Bill
Hendricks and his ‘34 Ford met us at the top of
the hill. Hendricks’ timing is still good as there
was only about five minutes difference in arrival
times. (Could have been luck?)
After two dry runs we backtracked and found a
suitable campground. We were then joined by
the Hendersons, Moores and Lowes in their
family cars. Activities then began. We ate, hiked,
visited, rested, ate, pitched horseshoes and etc.
I guess it just wasn't Mills day because he and
Hendricks were dethroned (for the day at least)
by Jerry Moore and Brent Loomis. Oh well, there
will be another day and maybe Mills will regain
his superb horseshoe pitching form and
Hendricks will again find his luck.
After removing the water from Sams’ gas tank
we loaded up and headed for home. We all had
a very nice trip and I'm sure took home some
pleasant memories.
Fire in Paradise, CA
Prayers with the people

T

he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle. Currently it is held by Ron Blackwell.

Garrett Morgan patents
three-position
traffic signal

On 20 Nov 1923, the U.S.
Patent Office grants Patent No.
1,475,074
to
46-year-old
inventor and newspaperman
Garrett Morgan for his threeposition traffic
signal.
Though
Morgan’s was
not the first
traffic signal
(that one had
been installed
in London in
1868), it was an important
innovation nonetheless: By
having a third position besides
just “Stop” and “Go,” it
regulated crossing vehicles
more safely than earlier signals
had.

Morgan, the child of two former
slaves, was born in Kentucky
in 1877. When he was just 14
years old, he moved north to
Ohio to look for a job. First he
worked as a handyman in
Cincinnati; next he moved to
Cleveland, where he worked
as
a
sewing-machine
repairman. In 1907, he opened
his own repair shop, and in
1909 he added a garment shop
to his operation. The business
was an enormous success,
and by 1920 Morgan had made
enough money to start a
newspaper, the Cleveland Call,
which became one of the most
important black newspapers in
the nation.
Morgan
was
prosperous
enough to have a car at a time
when the streets were crowded
with all manner of vehicles:
Bicycles, horse-drawn delivery
wagons,
streetcars
and
pedestrians
all
shared
downtown Cleveland’s narrow
streets
and
clogged
its
intersections.
There
were
manually
operated
traffic
signals where major streets
crossed one another, but they
were not all that effective:
Because they switched back
and forth between Stop and Go
with no interval in between,
drivers had no time to react
when the command changed.
This led to many collisions
between vehicles that both had
the right of way when they
entered the intersection. As the
story goes, when Morgan
witnessed
an
especially
spectacular accident at an
ostensibly regulated corner, he
had an idea: If he designed an
automated signal with an
interim “warning” position - the
ancestor of today’s yellow
light - drivers would have time
to clear the intersection before
crossing traffic entered it.

The signal Morgan patented
was a T-shaped pole with three
settings. At night, when traffic
was light, it could be set at
half-mast (like a blinking yellow
light today), warning drivers to
proceed carefully through the
intersection. He sold the rights
to his invention to General
Electric for $40,000.
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Zippers have quite an interesting history that
dates back to 1893. The Slide Fastener, as it
was called back then, was invented and
patented by the Universal Fastener Company in
Chicago, Illinois. The company was renamed a
number of times in the early years, identified
variously as the Elyria Fastener Company, The
Fastener Manufacturing and Machine Co., and
finally on February 18, 1904, The Automatic
Hook and Eye Company. This name remained
until 1913 when the company faded from the
picture as the fasteners just didn’t catch on. At
this early stage in the game the fasteners could
not be guaranteed to consistently work.
The first fasteners were installed in government
mail pouches in 1896. Due to technical problems
only 20 mail pouches were equipped with this
fastener. Chain making machines had to be
manufactured in order to produce the slide
fasteners. This all took time and money. Many of
the new chain making machines would collapse
or malfunction when put to use.

In 1905 a Patent was issued on a new version of
the fastener device. The fastening elements
were clamped along the edge of fabric. This was
called the “C-Curity” and advertised as a Placket
Fastener. It was sold door to door to housewives
to make their sewing easier. The instructions
were so wordy and complicated that it failed.
Even the C-Curitys that did get installed proved
to be very unreliable as they would pop open at
the most inconvenient times. In 1906 some
improvements were made, but the now newly
named PLAKO was tried in mail pouches and
tents. Unfortunately it was also a failure.
The next several years saw more patents
issued. There had been inventors, engineers,
financial backers and many interested parties
that came and went. Then in 1913 a man named
Lewis Walker Jr. came aboard and “The Hookless #1“ was produced, but the spring clip
fastener wore out too rapidly. The Hook-less #2
answered the problems and was called the
world’s first successful slide fastener.
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After several years in 1917 a few firms agreed to
install the slide fastener in such garments as
corsets, military equipment, leggings and riding
breeches, health belts, gloves, golf bags, riding
clothes, and baseball and football uniforms for
boys, and lastly in spats. Hook-less #4 was
produced to be put in sleeping bags and money
belts, flying suits and life vests.
In 1921 the Goodrich Company put a hook-less
fastener in rain boots, and by the end of 1922
Goodrich was ready to introduce the zippered
boot. The same year #5 was introduced for use
in tobacco pouches, gloves and sport clothes
and #6 was requested by Gueiterman Bros. for
installation in overalls.
By 1924 the company needed more room and a
new four-story factory was opened. Now
customers were requesting slide fasteners for
use in pencil cases, diaries, ledgers, school
bags, covers for motor boat engines, hunting
boots, shopping bags, to name a few. In 1928
The Hookless Fastener Co. became the
manufacturer of the Talon slide fastener. Orders
started coming in from manufacturers such as
Firestone Footwear Co., Hood Rubber Co., H-D
Mercantile Co., makers of Unionalls, Coveralls,
and outfits for firemen
In 1929 the zipper was introduced into Ladies
handbags. In the mid-1930’s the company
focused on the women and men’s clothing
industry.
By
late
1930
Kuppenheimer
Manufacturing Co. committed themselves to at
least making zippers available. In 1933 S.W.
Kinney set out to bring the makers of everyday
dress for men and women into the long list of
fastener users. In 1935 the famous designer
Elsa
Schiaparelli proclaimed that zippers were here
to stay in women’s fashions, although they were
only seen in custom designer’s collections.
Why do zippers have YKK on them?
The YKK stands for
Yoshida
Kogyo
Kabushikikaisha
(say that five times
fast). In 1934 Tadao
Yoshida
founded
Yoshida
Kogyo
Kabushikikaisha
(translated Yoshida
Industries Limited).
This company is
now the world’s
foremost
zipper
manufacturer,
making about 90%
of all zippers in over
206 facilities in 52 countries. In fact, they not
only make the zippers, they also make the
machines that make the zippers. Their largest
factory, in Georgia makes over 7 million zippers
per day.
Susan Homet

Support Our Sponsors

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 864-2480

1874 Mentone Blvd
Mentone, CA 92359

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

9 Dec - Installation Banquet

11 Nov - Redlands Veteran’s Day Parade
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