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Nethercutt Museum & Reagan Library-Genghis Khan
n July 14th, 17 members and guests headed out to tour the
multi-level Nethercutt Museum in Sylmar. There we saw an
excellent collection of more than 250 stunning vintage cars,
beautifully displayed. Many were winners of the Pebble Beach
Concourse d'Elegance. Outback, a steam locomotive along with a
restored 1912 Pullman private train car are on display.
There is also one of the world's largest collections of Orchestrions,
which are automatic playing, mechanical musical instruments that
are more than a century old. Essentially they're a player piano,
except inside are multiple instruments including violins, accordions,
drums and more. Most are big cabinet sized beasts, and some are
even more massive and like everything at the Nethercutt, they all
work. Collection was started with one car by Merle Norman Cosmetics and grew to what it is today.
After a great tour, 14 of our group went to Semi Valley to check into our hotel and then meet for
dinner at a fun restaurant called Junkyard Cafe. They serve a wide
variety of delicious food in an interesting and funky decor. The
service was top notch. We enjoyed our time there so much, we went
back the next day for breakfast.
On July 15th we continued our weekend tour by going to the Reagan
Library to see the Genghis Khan
exhibit. Genghis Khan was the
founder and first great Khan of the
Mongol Empire, which became the
largest contiguous Empire in history.
He came to power by uniting many of
the nomadic tribes of Northeast Asia.
Everything was beautifully displayed and we especially enjoyed the
live performance of Music and Dance.
After touring the Genghis Khan exhibit many of us decided to go
through the permanent Ronald Reagan library and walk through the
retired Air Force One plane. Thank you Judy and Tom Spurlin for
organizing another terrific tour.
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turned out to be a bright sunny day as we arrived at the Redlands Independence Day Parade.
ItheytAlways
so much fun and they give out the best participation medals. We decorated our cars and
looked so colorful. In the group of our four Model A's were the Blackwells, Ballards,
Messengers, with teen granddaughter Kendal and the Bensons with
a friend who played a selection of patriotic songs on the banjo. It
was really nice to have John there and glad to see he was feeling
better and up to participating in the parade.
We were raring to go as the signal was given to start and waved to
everyone as we took off from our #16 entry position. Our formation was
behind a High School band and photos were taken of the club participants.
After the parade, we assembled and
made our the way to our sponsor Sizzlers on Waterman Avenue where
more club members joined us for
TYHTB. They had plenty of parking and of course the delicious food and
a fantastic salad bar to accommodate our club members.
After a fine meal we said our goodbyes and headed home for the
recliners! Boy, what a great day, being with friends, a good meal and a
safe outing. No one had any problems so the bone award will need to
be held for a little longer.
The next day Marlene Ballard had her photo in the paper!
Thanks to all that participated in the parade and Thank You to Tom Valdez for putting together the
arrangements for the parade, lunch and picking up Sizzler as a sponsor.

15 Jul - Genghis Khan

14 Jul - Nethercutt Museum

4 Jul - Independence Day 242nd Birthday!

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message
Greetings to you all, hope
everyone is surviving this
extreme heat we've had
lately.
Even with the warm weather,
we have had a busy month,
starting with the weekend
tours to the Nethercutt
Museum in Sylmar and the Genghis Khan
exhibit at the Reagan Library in Simi Valley.
On July 28th, we had a safety tech day at
Tom Valdez's house. We were able to get
Tom's radiator mounted, checked his brakes
and almost got it started. He needs a new
battery. We also adjusted the brakes and
carburetor on Ray Williams car.
July 30th was Henry Ford's birthday.
August 5th was opening day at the Western
Regional Little League tournament for the
boys (the girls played a couple of weeks ago).
We had our annual "Take Me Out to the
Ballgame" event. Three cars and owners Earl
Aceves, Don Kirtley and myself had our cars
on display as a thank you to Western
Regional Little League, where we hold our
monthly meetings.
Looking forward to the Hesperia Day Parade
on September 15th. We have already
submitted the application and hope to have a
great turnout.
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President - Phil Messenger
Vice President - Ron Blackwell
Treasurer - Sheri Racobs
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves
Member-at-Large - Nancy Aceves
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Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup
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President

Birthdays

05 Aug - Gene Carlstrom
06 Aug - Susan Knowlton
07 Aug - Burnadette Button
10 Aug - Sheri Racobs
11 Aug - Larry Swope
19 Aug - John Huston
22 Aug - Valerie Swope
23 Aug - Lynda Schubert
24 Aug - Marlene Ballard
29 Aug - John Benson
31 Aug - Richard Knowlton

Anniversaries

03 Aug - Cornelius, Dave & Karen
05 Aug - Poolle, Hubert & Barbara
23 Aug - Glidewell, Bryan & Carol
26 Aug - Swope, Larry & Valerie

Raffles - John Benson
Refreshments - Nancy Aceves
Sponsorship - Tom Valdez
Sunshine - Nancy Aceves
Swap Meet - Tom Spurlin
Tech - Tom Spurlin
TYHTB - Vacant
Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin
Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski
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Call to Order – Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:00pm at Little League, followed by
the Flag Salute. Phil acknowledged the July birthdays and anniversaries. We had one guest, Rory
Dean’s niece Amy Viary. There were no new members.
Minutes – Monica Dirac. Sheri Racobs proposed a motion to accept the minutes as printed in the
Steering Column, Dan Deane seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion approved.
Treasurer’s Report – Sheri Racobs. Sheri gave the June financial report, all our bills are paid.
President – Phil Messenger. Phil had a good time at the MAFCA Convention in Reno. Phil has
received requests from Club members that we should no longer have Pizza in the Park or the
Swap Meet. But Little League hosts the Western Regional finals in August so we cannot meet
there, we have to meet somewhere else and the Swap Meet is our annual fundraiser. We have to
have a source of income so that we can make our annual donation to Little League, in lieu of rent,
and to cover the cost of our newsletter. The income from our sponsors is not sufficient to pay for
the newsletter. Phil has checked with other clubs to see how they managed their finances. Edna
wondered how many copies of the Steering Column we really need to print as most people can
access the newsletter on line.
Take Me Out to the Ball Game – Little League will be celebrating on August 5th. Last year the
Model T’s joined us.
Pizza in the Park – This year we will have sandwiches instead of pizza at Fairmount Park,
Riverside, meet at 5:30pm. Judy will pick them up from D’Elia’s Grinders in Riverside. Bring a side
dish or desert.
Tours – Judy Spurlin – This weekend is the trip to see the Nethercutt Museum collection in Sylmar
on Saturday and the Genghis Khan Exhibit at the Reagan Library on Sunday.
11th August - We will have our annual beach trip by train to San Clemente. We decided to leave
by a later train this year and return later. Our train, the IEOC line, will leave San Bernardino station
at 8:55am or La Sierra in Riverside at 9:23am.
Judy is still trying to organize a trip to Garner Holt Animatronics but we need a minimum of twentyfive people. Phil will contact Don Kirtley to see if any of the Model T Club members would like to
join us. One problem is that we plan to go mid-week as it is cheaper.
Parades – The local Lions Club has agreed to sponsor the Hesperia Days Parade on Sep 15th.
Phil will contact them.
Swap Meet – Tom Spurlin – We will not be serving a free chicken dinner to vendors this year,
instead they will receive a free breakfast on Sunday morning, one meal per vendor space,
additional meals may be purchased. Breakfast will be served inside, outside we will serve tacos
and hot dogs as well as coffee and donuts. Earl will bring his snow cone machine. Last year we
made a net profit of $2,600 from the Swap Meet
Phil and Tim have been handing out flyers at swap meets as well as at Reno. Phil has taken care
of the Swap Meet insurance.
Tech Talk – Tom Spurlin – Tom showed us a part from a front wheel hub assembly that someone
had severely mutilated while trying to repair it and he also talked about spindle spacer washers.
He also reminded us that the next Tech Session would be at Tom Valdez’s house on 28th of this
month to work on the front brakes of Tom’s truck and to install his brand new radiator and hoses,
but Tom is not sure if he has the right size fan belt.
TYHTB – We still need a volunteer to organize TYHTB. Nothing is planned for this month.
Phil thanked for the refreshments.
Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 8:17pm.
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05 Aug Sun either 9am or 7pm - Take Me Out To The Ball Game
Little League Play- off and Model A display

Little League Regional Hqrs 6707 North Little League Dr., San Bernardino
To show our appreciation to the Little League Association, we will be displaying
our cars on the Little League field. Meet 8:30am at Farmer Boys 1766 Kendall
Drive so that we can drive in as a group at 9:00am. We look great all lined up as
in a parade!!! If you wish to eat before we go (as we always do), come to Farmer Boys early.
Don't forget your chairs. You may also want to bring a pop-up, some sun screen and
something to drink as it may be just a little warm this time of year. This is our chance to
thank the Little League for all that they do for us all year, so show your support by wearing
our Club colors and come out to the Ball Game.

07 Aug Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407

14 Aug Tue 5:30pm - General Meeting - Grinders in the Park
Fairmount Park, Riverside - Hwy 60 at the Market St. exit
Bring a salad or side dish

04 Sep Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407

11 Sep Tue - Patriot Day

Patriot Day is September 11th of each year in memory of the 9/11 attacks. On this
day, the President directs that the American flag be flown at half-staff at individual
American homes and also asks Americans to observe a moment of silence at 8:46am EDT
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11 Sep Tue 7pm - General Meeting
15 Sep Sat 7:30am- Hesperia Days Parade & TYHTB at Cracker Barrel
Lineup 7:30am Starts 9am corner of Main St. and Peach Ave, Hesperia
For those who wish, we will be traveling the back roads with only 2 miles of fwy.
Meet 7am I-215 at the Devore Road Chevron station.

15 Sep Sat - International Model A Day - - Model A event

Model "A" owners and enthusiasts around the world are encouraged to
drive and show their cars on this day and to meet in celebration of our
wonderful and beloved old cars. We need our members to bring out their
A's to participate in International Model A Day.

28 Sep Fri 9am - Swapmeet - Setup
bring gloves

29 Sep Sat 8am~6pm - PVMAFC Swapmeet
30 Sep Sun 6am~3pm - PVMAFC Swapmeet
02 Oct Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407

06 Oct Sat 3pm~6pm - Past Meets Present

Mt. View Cemetery 570 E. Highland Ave at Waterman Ave.

09 Oct Tue 7pm - General Meeting Halloween theme
20 Oct Sat 10:30am - TYHTB
Rely on the Website for the most current information

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Little League Western Region Headquarters
6707 North Little League Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749

Some early San Bernardino history

by Glenn Stewart

In the early 1880’s a
then famous hotel
was built on the
southeast corner of
3rd and E Street in
San Bernardino by
my grandfather Richard
Stewart
and
my
great - grandfather
John Henry Stewart.
John Henry was
successful in many trades in Massachusetts. He
moved to California in 1850. In 1856 he suffered
a illness that paralyzed his legs. In 1865 he
settled in San Bernardino with his wife Martha
and sons Clarence and Richard.
The first commercial brick building was erected
by John H. Stewart at the corner of 3rd & D
Streets in 1867.
In 1885 he started planning for the great Stewart
Hotel, but before he could see it finished he died
as a result of a carriage accident in 1885.
In March 1887 the Stewart Hotel was erected at
a cost of $150,000, by John's son Richard.
The Stewart Hotel was a four-story structure with
150 rooms and was one of the finest hotels on
the West Coast. It had a fine restaurant with
first-class cuisine and modern conveniences like
hot and cold water and electric lights.
The hotel had several parlors where salesman
could display their products. Also there was a
woman's parlor and a large ballroom and dining
room. The first floor had several businesses, a
Bank, Barber Shop, Telegraph Office, Santa Fe
railroad ticket office, cafe and a great billiard
parlor. Some of the suites were large enough to
accommodate families and also had some
specially equipped for use by “invalids.”
In 1892 fireworks from a political rally set the
hotel roof on fire and the hotel was destroyed.
However, one good thing happened in 1892, my
father, Roy Stewart was born.
The
hotel
was
rebuilt in 1893.
There were some
changes in the roof
line. The original
Hotel had a pointy
dome, later it was
replaced with a
structure that looked
like a ship's wheel.
It lasted until 1935 when it was again partially
destroyed by fire. The lower businesses did not
get hurt and remained until the downtown San
Bernardino renovation in 1967.
There is another structure built by John Henry
Stewart that is still standing in San Bernardino. It
is a red brick house on the south side of 6th
Street just east of Waterman Avenue. It was part
of the original Stewart Ranch where the first
artesian well was discovered.

Blast from the Past
From our July 1962 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") Spelling is not this Editors fault

San Bernardino County Accident summary
The following are a few of the highlights from a
summary of traffic accidents on the roads and
streets maintained by the County Road
Department for the year 1961. Some of them
may surprise you.
There were a total of 2467 accidents. The most
accidents occurred in August and the least in
April. Saturday was the most dangerous day and
Tuesday the safest. The largest percentage of
accidents occurred in daylight between 3 and 6
p.m. In 94% there were no road defects and the
largest road defect cause was loose material on
the road surface and that was only 3%. 89.4%
happened on dry pavement and only 5% on wet.
There were no vehicle defects stated in 92.6%
of the accidents. 56.2% happen in daylight and
33.5% in darkness with no street lights. 78.9% in
clear weather. Drivers between 16 and 34 years
of age accounted for the most accidents (35.4%)
and the accident rate dropped sharply at the age
of 45. There were no physical defects in 92.7%
of them. 64.5% had not been drinking. 68.8%
were male drivers and 21.7% female. (9.5% not
stated). The two main traffic violations were Exceeding the safe speed - but not the stated
limit, 31.0%, and did not grant right of way
19.0%. So-o-o, just because the weather is
clear, the pavement dry, you haven't been
drinking and your car is in good shape, it doesn't
necessarily mean that you won't have an
accident, because most of them occur under just
these conditions. I think Captain Johnsons’
advice is very good - DRIVE DEFENSIVELY.
****
Thanks to the miles of super highways under
construction, America will soon be a wonderful
place to drive - if you don't want to stop.
****
This will never come to pass - a backseat driver
out of gas!

T

he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle. Currently it is held by Earl Aceves.
GENERATORS or ALTERNATORS
Is a generator or an alternator
the best choice for your
Model A? Today there seems
to be a lot of interest in
replacing that out dated Model
A generator with a modern
alternator. While the Model A
generator worked well for how
our cars were used when they
were new, it may not be
adequate for today’s driving.
The Model A generator has 2
major shortcomings. First of
all, the Model A generator is
designed for a maximum of 18
amps. This is adequate for a
stock Model A but this may
not be enough if owners have
added electrical components
which
require
additional
power. Secondly, the Model A
generator has a constant
output regardless of the state
of the charge of the battery.
For example, if the generator
is adjusted for an output of 7
amps, the generator will put
out 7 amps even if the battery
is only partially charged or if
the lights are in use. The
Model A generator can be
modified so the output will
automatically vary depending
on the state of the charge of
the battery and the power
required for the electrical
components in use but the
maximum output is still limited
to 18 amps.
Alternators
have
greater
output
capacity
than
a
Model A generator and also
incorporate
an
automatic
regulating system where the
output is varied depending on
the state of charge of the
battery and the electrical
components in use. Keeping

the battery fully charged will
greatly help when starting
your Model A and you will also
find the lights will be brighter.
Replacing
the
original
generator with a 30 amp
positive ground alternator is
very easy to do and does not
require any modification to the
original Model A electrical
system. Some owners like to
replace the original 20 amp
ammeter with a 30 amp unit
but this is not absolutely
necessary. Kits are available
from most parts suppliers that
include
the
alternator,
mounting
brackets
and
instructions. For those owners
who do not like the modern
look of the alternator, there is
also available a custom
designed alternator that looks
more
like
the
original
generator.

A 6 volt, 30 amp alternator will
do a good job of keeping the
battery fully charged and
providing the power needed
for
additional
electrical
components. Alternators with
greater than 30 amp output
will require modifications to
the electrical system and are
not recommended for most
applications.

TECH TIP
When replacing the generator
with an alternator be sure to
follow the directions and pay
particular attention to the
alignment of the alternator
pulley with the water pump
and crankshaft pulleys. The
alignment of the pulleys is
more critical when using an
alternator because it is
necessary to adjust the fan

belt
tighter
for
proper
operation of the alternator.
Misaligned pulleys will cause
undo load on the water pump
and alternator bearings and
the
fan
belt.
Severe
misalignment will sometimes
cause the fan belt to want to
jump off the pulleys.
Because it is necessary to
adjust the fan belt tighter,
more stress is put on the fan
and hub assembly where it
mounts onto the water pump
shaft so be sure the water
pump shaft nut is kept tight.
This is especially important
when
using
one
piece
aluminum fans or fans with
aluminum hubs.
SAA 2018
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Model A - pparel

When dressing up to go out in the evening the
“wrap” is what held it “all together”, so to
speak. The icing on the cake was the wrap,
which varied due to the season and the
weather. If cold, then a fur would be
appropriate, perhaps an all black or an all
white single fox stole. During the season of
1930-31, the company of Newton Annis of
Detroit, Michigan, a company that made furs
showed just one coat for the season to be
worn over a formal evening dress. This coat
was a slightly below knee length, of white
ermine.
The lady would wear “wraps” of different styles.
There were short jacket “wraps”, longer coats
and and capes in a
variety
of
different
styles varying from year
to year. The formality of
the event determined
fabric selection. One
cape from spring and
early summer of 1928
was designed especially
to be worn with frocks
that had shorter hem
lengths in front and
were longer in the back. This cape was also
shorter in front, draping from the mid-thigh in
front gradually to a significantly longer length in
the back. Another cape shown, also from 1928,
had a lovely puffy collar which was very
becoming as it framed the wearer’s face. This
pattern recommended to be made in a light
weight velvet so that the crushed velvet collar
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would look best being paired with the straight
line of the cape.
In the summer of 1929 a straight line cape with
little, circular flares had darts which served to
fit the wrap snugly to the shoulders. This cape
was referred to as “The big news in wrap
fashions of the season”.
In Paris in 1931 one article stated that “Paris
adores the jacket in rich velvet or vividly
colored crepe worn over ladies formal gowns”.
During this period some coats were all the way
to the floor. They usually were very bulky
above, and curved in at the waist. Fabric
recommendations for such coats included
metallic cloth edged with a “fur banding” which
looked like a narrow fur stole wrapping around
from shoulder to shoulder. The collar stood up,
different from a stole which sat down more on
the shoulder area. Thusly the fur banding was
actually up to face level.
If you are interested in these sorts of “wrap”
garments remember that not many of them are
still around. You might
consider visiting TheFrock.com.
They often display them for
sale at exorbitant prices.
Sometimes they are to be
found on eBay. You may
also
purchase
MAFCA
pattern such as McCalls
pattern number 5990 which
can be made up as an
evening coat.
SAA 2018

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.

Support Our Sponsors

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346

Because we couldn't survive without the generosity of our sponsors, saying 'thank you'
just isn't enough. This page shines a spotlight on our sponsors.
Here the donors will shine under our Spotlight on our Sponsor in 2018!
Thanks so much for being one of our sponsors this year.
We would love for you to get to know our incredible sponsors in our Sponsor Spotlight!

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

15 Jul - Reagan Library
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