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The MAFCA National Convention was held at the Nugget Casino in    
Reno - Sparks, Nevada June 24th through the 29th. This was the same 
location, where twenty years ago in 1998, it was held. 

There were over 560 registered members who enjoyed a great meet 
hosted by the Northern California Regional Group with nearly three 
hundred Model A's in attendance. The host chapter, Aces and A's, 
blocked off the entire 4th floor of the parking structure for the parking of 
the Model A's and the 5th floor for the cars that were to be judged..  

There were several tours, seminars and events available throughout the 
week. We took off every morning for a new destination, including Mormon 
Station in Genoa, NV - which was the first settlement in Nevada and 

where the Pony Express came through; Truckee, CA - grew as 
a railroad town originally named Coburn Station, starting with 
the Transcontinental Railroad. The railroad goes into downtown and 
the Amtrak passenger lines still stop there on the trip 
from Chicago to San Francisco; Thunderbird Lodge and Yacht - 
Construction of the Thunderbird Lodge began in 1936 by George 
Whittell, Jr. who owned approximately 40,000 acres and 20 miles of 
Nevada shoreline at Lake Tahoe. His interest in animals, nature 
and privacy far outweighed his desire for more money and he held 
on to much of the property until his death in 1969. The yacht was 

commissioned specifically for Lake Tahoe where he took delivery of it in 1940. Following the entry 
of the U.S. into World War II, however, Whittell became afraid that his beloved yacht or its engines 
might be conscripted into military service, and he hid it away in the Lodge's boathouse where it 
remained throughout the war; Virginia City, NV - sprang up as a boomtown with the 1859 discovery of 
the Comstock Lode, the first major silver deposit discovery in the United States; National 
Automobile Museum - displayed historic automobiles from the late 19th and throughout the 20th 
century. Most of the vehicles displayed are from the collection of the late casino owner William F. 
Harrah, and so the museum is sometimes referred to as The Harrah Collection. The museum 
opened in 1989 in downtown Reno; Bower Mansion - built in 1863 
is a prime example of the homes built in Nevada by the 
new millionaires of the Comstock Lode mining boom. 

Of course as we always do, we found great places to stop on our 
adventures for a meal. 

Several club members participated in the Hubley Derby, where the 
Blackwells had three cars in the top 30 of the 178 Hubley cars 
entered to race.  

The last day was the Car Games. 
Hold your Water was where the 
passenger would hold a pan of water out the window and fill the 
bucket; Bean Bag Toss was a lot of fun; Hold your Balls is where 
ping pong balls are used to fill the bucket; Plumb Bob was tied to  
the center of the bumper and driver must come closest to the can.  

The pick a prize raffle is always popular. Several club members 
won prizes and Mike Racobs was the big winner taking home four 
new tires. Congratulations to all of the winners. Thank you to 
MAFCA, the Aces and A's Model A Club and all of the others who 

 worked so hard putting this convention together. We had so much fun. 
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The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization,  Model A 
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles 
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community 
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA. 

24~29 Jun - MAFCA National Convention Reno 

Some of the many fine Fords 
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