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The MAFCA National Convention was held at the Nugget Casino in
Reno - Sparks, Nevada June 24th through the 29th. This was the same
location, where twenty years ago in 1998, it was held.
There were over 560 registered members who enjoyed a great meet
hosted by the Northern California Regional Group with nearly three
hundred Model A's in attendance. The host chapter, Aces and A's,
blocked off the entire 4th floor of the parking structure for the parking of
the Model A's and the 5th floor for the cars that were to be judged..
There were several tours, seminars and events available throughout the
week. We took off every morning for a new destination, including Mormon
Station in Genoa, NV - which was the first settlement in Nevada and
where the Pony Express came through; Truckee, CA - grew as
a railroad town originally named Coburn Station, starting with
the Transcontinental Railroad. The railroad goes into downtown and
the Amtrak passenger lines still stop there on the trip
from Chicago to San Francisco; Thunderbird Lodge and Yacht Construction of the Thunderbird Lodge began in 1936 by George
Whittell, Jr. who owned approximately 40,000 acres and 20 miles of
Nevada shoreline at Lake Tahoe. His interest in animals, nature
and privacy far outweighed his desire for more money and he held
on to much of the property until his death in 1969. The yacht was
commissioned specifically for Lake Tahoe where he took delivery of it in 1940. Following the entry
of the U.S. into World War II, however, Whittell became afraid that his beloved yacht or its engines
might be conscripted into military service, and he hid it away in the Lodge's boathouse where it
remained throughout the war; Virginia City, NV - sprang up as a boomtown with the 1859 discovery of
the Comstock Lode, the first major silver deposit discovery in the United States; National
Automobile Museum - displayed historic automobiles from the late 19th and throughout the 20th
century. Most of the vehicles displayed are from the collection of the late casino owner William F.
Harrah, and so the museum is sometimes referred to as The Harrah Collection. The museum
opened in 1989 in downtown Reno; Bower Mansion - built in 1863
is a prime example of the homes built in Nevada by the
new millionaires of the Comstock Lode mining boom.
Of course as we always do, we found great places to stop on our
adventures for a meal.
Several club members participated in the Hubley Derby, where the
Blackwells had three cars in the top 30 of the 178 Hubley cars
entered to race.
The last day was the Car Games.
Hold your Water was where the
passenger would hold a pan of water out the window and fill the
bucket; Bean Bag Toss was a lot of fun; Hold your Balls is where
ping pong balls are used to fill the bucket; Plumb Bob was tied to
the center of the bumper and driver must come closest to the can.
The pick a prize raffle is always popular. Several club members
won prizes and Mike Racobs was the big winner taking home four
new tires. Congratulations to all of the winners. Thank you to
MAFCA, the Aces and A's Model A Club and all of the others who
worked so hard putting this convention together. We had so much fun.

24~29 Jun - MAFCA National Convention Reno

Some of the many fine Fords

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message
reetings!
Hello club members and
happy summer. Hope you all
had a great Father's Day.
Since our last newsletter, I
helped out at the Model T
swap meet. They had a fairly
good turnout, but I didn't find
anything I needed at this time.
I also attended the MAFCA National
Convention in Reno - Sparks Nevada. We
went a few days early to spend time with my
sister and brother-in-law, Miriam and Jeff, who
live in Gardnerville. We had a great time
cruising around Lake Tahoe and catching up
while we had dinner at the Garwood
Restaurant. We sat out on the deck at sunset.
We toured the Hellman-Ehrman Mansion and
walked through Truckee and Nevada City.
My brother and sister-in-law, Ron and
Claudia, who live in Reno came to visit for a
few days while we were there. They enjoyed
watching the Hubley Derby and looking at all
of the Model A's at the Nugget Hotel.
Don't forget we have the Redlands Fourth of
July parade, and a tour of the Nethercutt
Museum on July 14th, The Gangis Khan
display at the Reagan Library on July 15th,
and Tech Session at Tom Valdez's house
on July 28th. Hope to see you there.

Phil Messenger
President

Officers
President - Phil Messenger
Vice President - Ron Blackwell
Treasurer - Sheri Racobs
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves
Member-at-Large - Nancy Aceves
Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez

Committee Directors
Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup
Installation / Holiday Banquet - Edna Blackwell
MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan
MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan
Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Model A-pparel - Vacant
Parades & Events - Vacant
Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski
Photographer - Ron Blackwell

Birthdays

04 Jul - Ron Blackwell
04 Jul - Lori Hendricks
06 Jul - Shirley Messenger
07 Jul - Judy Benson
09 Jul - Dave Cornelius
13 Jul - Dan Deane
15 Jul - Norma Kelly
27 Jul - Ray Morrow
30 Jul - Richard Bronstrup
30 Jul - Connie Tate

Anniversaries

04 Jul - Jackson, Jim & Carol
05 Jul - Ward, Bob & Anna
09 Jul - Bronstrup, Richard & Cheri
17 Jul - Knauer, Cal & Helen
25 Jul - Northrop, David & LeeAnn

Raffles - John Benson
Refreshments - Nancy Aceves
Sponsorship - Tom Valdez
Sunshine - Nancy Aceves
Swap Meet - Tom Spurlin
Tech - Tom Spurlin
TYHTB - Vacant
Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin
Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski
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Call to Order - Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:00pm, followed by the Flag Salute.
Phil acknowledged the June birthdays and anniversaries. There were no guests or new members.
Minutes – Monica Dirac. Sheri Racobs proposed a motion to accept the minutes as printed in the
Steering Column, Ron Blackwell seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion approved.
Treasurer’s Report – Sheri Racobs. Sheri gave the financial report, all our bills are paid.
President – Phil Messenger. Phil ran into Bob Ward at a car show, he is doing better. Tim
Marquardt is here with us today for the first time since his last surgery; we are all pleased to see
him again!
16th June - Rudi Perez is leading a tour to Camp Pendleton. Twenty-eight people from the
Temecula Club have signed up. Anyone is interested in joining them should call Rudi.
June 15th-16th is the Model T Club Swap Meet at Little League.
June 24th-30th is the MAFCA National Convention in Reno/Sparks.
The Redlands 4th July Parade is coming up.
September 29th-30th is our Swap Meet at Little League. We have sign-up sheets for volunteers.
Glenn Stewart gave a brief talk for people who work on their own vehicles. NEVER trust your life
to a jack of any sort! Always make sure you support the vehicle with a jack stand or blocks.
Jack stands can be purchased quite cheaply at Harbor Freight.
Glenna is doing a little better.
Ron Blackwell – Ron wanted to know if the Club had any plans for the ball games at Little League
this August.
Tech Session - Tom Spurlin. The next Tech Session will be at Tom Valdez’s house on 28th July to
work on the brakes on Tom’s truck.
Phil has been having trouble with the complete set of new cast iron brakes he purchased to be
ready for the trip to Reno.
Tours – Judy Spurlin – Judy has the sign up sheet for the Nethercutt Museum in Sylmar plus the
Genghis Khan Exhibit at the Reagan Library on 14th – 15th July.
Renee Huston had an interesting experience at the Women’s Club flea market. She ran into a guy
she thought she knew but he turned out not to be who she thought he was. He was Richard
Knowlton’s twin brother. He looks exactly like Richard!
President – Phil received a call from the widow of Bill Gunkle, a past member of our Club. She
would like to sell Bill’s 1928 Model A roadster pickup. It has not been driven for fourteen years.
Phil talked to John Benson just over a week ago, he is able to get about a bit now and Renee saw
him at a car show.
Phil has application forms for anyone interested in participating in the San Diego Big Three Swap
Meet this summer.
Looks like the Hesperia Parade will be held after all. It has new sponsors, the Lion’s Club.
Ezra visited a friend of his the other day who has a collection of Ford Model A photos. Phil is
planning on driving a Ford Model A over to his house and giving him a ride. Sounds like fun!
Phil reminded members to put up their chairs and after our meetings and in the summer we need
to make sure that we close the doors when we leave as the air conditioning is on.
Phil thanked for the refreshments.
Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 8:17pm.
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04 Jul Wed - Redlands Independence Day Parade - 242nd Birthday!
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10 Jul Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

E

Meet at Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407
Motel 6 2566 N Erringer Rd, Simi Valley, 1-805-526-3533

N
T

Lineup: 9:30am, Parade: 10:30am
Meet at Franklin School: Eastbound on Colton Avenue, at Church Street.
After Parade Lunch - 11am Sizzler at 1800 S. Waterman Ave, San Bernardino

Little League Western Region Headquarters

10 Jul Tue 7pm - General Meeting
14~15 Jul Sat 9am - Nethercutt Museum & Reagan Library/Genghis Khan
28 Jul Sat 9am - Tech Session - Tom Valdez
30 Jul Mon - Henry Ford Birthday
05 Aug Sun either 9am or 7pm - Take Me Out To The Ball Game
Little League Play-off and Model A display
Little League Regional Hqrs 6707 North Little League Dr., San Bernardino

07 Aug Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407

11 Aug Sat 7:30am - Beach Train to San Clemente

Departs San Bernardino IEOC Metrolink 8:55am Departs La Sierra Metrolink 9:32am

14 Aug Tue 5:30pm - General Meeting - Grinders in the Park
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Fairmount Park, Riverside - Hwy 60 at the Market St. exit
Bring a salad or side dish

04 Sep Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407

11 Sep Tue - Patriot Day

Patriot Day is September 11th of each year in memory of the 9/11 attacks. On this
day, the President directs that the American flag be flown at half-staff at individual
American homes and also asks Americans to observe a moment of silence at 8:46am EDT

11 Sep Tue 7pm - General Meeting
15 Sep Sat - Hesperia Days Parade & TYHTB

Lineup 7:30am Starts 9am corner of Main St. and Peach Ave, Hesperia
For those who wish, we will be traveling the back roads with only 2 miles of fwy.
Meet 7am I-215 at the Devore Road Chevron station.

22 Sep Sat - International Model A Day - - Model A event

Model "A" owners and enthusiasts around the world are encouraged to
drive and show their cars on this day and to meet in celebration of our
wonderful and beloved old cars. We need our members to bring out their
A's to participate in International Model A Day.

28 Sep Fri 9am - Swapmeet pre-Setup
bring gloves

29 Sep Sat 6am~8pm - PVMAFC Swapmeet
30 Sep Sun 6am~3pm - PVMAFC Swapmeet
Rely on the Website for the most current information

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Little League Western Region Headquarters
6707 North Little League Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749

June 17, 1930
Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act signed

It's often brought up today, when discussions of
international trade, fair trade, and tariffs ensue,
trying to protect american interests, that anything
that would prohibit free trade, would result in
disastrous consequence to the economy. Well,
and that's fair. The Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act is
often described as the main reason for the
lengthening of the Great Depression. While it
attempted to protect American trade and level
the field of the economy after industrialization,
the placement of its tariffs and other measures
actually did the opposite, grinding world trade to
a halt
Although the League of Nations, of which the
United States was not a member, had been
lobbying for the world to reduce its tariffs and
move toward free trade starting in 1927, world
powers started to move in the opposite direction.
France raised tariffs in 1928. William C. Hawley,
a Republican Congressman from Oregon, and
Senator Reed Smoot, a Republican from Utah,
responded to the French move with the start of
legislation to increase United States tariffs in the
spring of 1929, passing the House in May.
Politicians thought that the overcapacity in food
production brought forward by gains in
productivity due to mass production and
electricity would be offset and alleviated by
raising tariffs. It would limit supply caused by the
industrial revolution.
During the summer and fall of 1929, debates
continued in the Senate. After the stock market
crashed on October 29, the Senate continued to
debate its merits and horse trade tariffs based on
state industries. By June, it had passed both
houses of Congress after conference. There had
been dissension among economists, however,
on whether the legislation would be a boon or a
bust. Over one thousand of the nation's best
economic minds sent a petition to the White
House, urging President Hoover to veto. J.P.
Morgan head Thomas W. LaMont begged the
President not to sign it. Henry Ford went to the
White House, urging the same, calling the tariff
act "an economic stupidity." And even though
Hoover disliked the bill on its merits and because
it went against his like for international
cooperation, he capitulated to the leaders of his
party, signed it, and the bill became law. It raised
tariffs on eight hundred and ninety products,
making them the highest in one hundred years,
only surpassed by the Tariff Act of 1828.
Reaction among world leaders and nations was
almost immediate. Twenty-three nations had
stated their intent prior to the bill to retaliate, but
those warnings had been ignored. Canada raised
its tariffs with alacrity. They turned to Great
Britain for increased trade. Others followed by
raising their tariffs.
American GNP dropped from $103.1 billion in
1929 to $55.6 billion in 1933. Deflation occurred.
Within five years, world trade had decreased 66%.

Blast from the Past
From our July 1962 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault

Fontana Days Parade
Although the representation was small, we were
represented in the Fontana Days parade again
this year. Spry's and Appleby polished up there
a raise to a glistening finish to catch the eyes of
the spectators. They were joined by an outside
a who's driver's name we do not know.
How's your memory?
*****
How’s Your Memory?
Ladies, tie the string around your finger - then
bring your Green Stamps (or mail them) to
Earline. There were several promises of stamps
but only one person remembered to contribute!
Even a few will help. We do want that coffee
maker!
*****
Missed Anyone?
Have you missed some of the old faces?
Several members have moved out of town.
Bill and Linda Kuetts have moved to Monrovia.
We understand that Bill and daughter Bonnie
took in the June tour to Arroyo Seco Park.
“Randy” Randall is now living in San Diego. His
“A” is still parked in Colton, however. Maybe
he'll be able to join the gang once in awhile.
Ernie Salazar has been transferred to Los
Angeles. We hope he'll be able to come to a
meeting occasionally.
Bill and Lorraine Hendricks are moving to West
Covina this month. They plan to continue to
participate in the club activities as much as
possible.

Friday 6 Jul 2018, was a scary day for Monica
Dirac. A truck which caught fire ignited brush
along the northbound 15 Freeway in the Cajon
Pass, near Kenwood Drive in Devore Heights.
The fire was only a mile away and the wind was
blowing it her way in the 110-degree heat !!
Containment by plane was made by a
Phos-Chek drop.

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.
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he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle. Currently it is held by Earl Aceves.

MAFCA National Convention
Reno / Sparks, NV
Vehicle Judging Results
(24 ~ 29 June 2018)

MODIFIED CLASS
Keith Collins – 1930 Sport Coupe – 429 points – Award of Excellence
Carroll Vaughan – 1930 Open Cab Pickup – 455.5 points – Award of Excellence
TOURING CLASS
Roger Davis – 1929 Town Sedan – 323.9 points – 3rd Place
Ron Peterson – 1930 Tudor – 331.1 points – 2nd Place
Alan South – 1931 Open Cab Pickup – 362 points – 2nd Place
Rick Jensen – 1930 Town Sedan – 380.9 point – 1st Place
Ed Poffenburger – 1929 Town Sedan – 382.8 points – 1st Place
Bob & Becky Ingram – 1930 Deluxe Coupe – 423.7 points – Award of Excellence
RESTORED CLASS
Dennis Martin – 1929 Open Cab Pickup – 407.2 points – Award of Excellence
William Acker – 1928 Sport Coupe – 437.1 points – Award of Excellence
Nancy Burtz – 1931 Closed Cab Pickup – 438.2 points – Award of Excellence
Steve Hamilton – 1929 Taxicab – 455.4 points – Award of Excellence
Ben Lehrfeld – 1931 Town Sedan – 457.8 points – Award of Excellence
Ralph Laurie – 1931 Deluxe Delivery – 461 points – Award of Excellence
Robert McLaughlin – 1931 SW Deluxe Fordor – 464.1 points – Award of Excellence
John Ramsey – 1928 Roadster – 465.9 points – Award of Excellence
Ray Fiorsei – 1930 Deluxe Phaeton – 470.8 points – Award of Excellence
Stan Braden – 1929 Open Cab Pickup – 471.8 points – Award of Excellence
Jim Barbee – 1931 Convertible Sedan – 476.6 points – Award of Excellence
Ed & Wilma Shannon – 1929 Town Sedan – 479.3 points – Award of Excellence
Arlyn Bieber – 1931 Victoria – 481.7 points – Award of Excellence
Ron Rude – 1928 Light Delivery – 483.9 points – Award of Excellence
Barbara Jo Birt – 1931 Town Car Delivery – 485.1 points – Award of Excellence
Doug Clayton – 1931 SW Deluxe Fordor – 497.7 points – Award of Excellence
ORIGINAL CLASS
Ed & Wilma Shannon – 1929 Town Sedan – 463.2 points – Award of Excellence
Bill & Liz Cilker – 1931 Victoria – 470.3 points – Award of Excellence
BEST OF SHOW
Doug & Debbie Clayton – 1931 SW Deluxe Fordor – 497.7 points
__________________
Bill Cilker, Jr
Unrestored 190A
45B, 160B & 189A
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Model A - pparel
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Some Era Fashion from the National Convention

Support Our Sponsors

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346

Because we couldn't survive without the generosity of our sponsors, saying 'thank you'
just isn't enough. This page shines a spotlight on our sponsors.
Here the donors will shine under our Spotlight on our Sponsor in 2018!
Thanks so much for being one of our sponsors this year.
We would love for you to get to know our incredible sponsors in our Sponsor Spotlight!

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

Hubley Derby

National Automobile Museum
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