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N a t i o n a l  O r a n g e  S h o w  

R i v e r s i d e  V i n t a g e  H o m e  T o u r  

The Riverside Vintage Home Tour 
was held on May 19th. Nine cars 
from the Paradise Valley, one from 
the Orange Blossom Club and one 
from Pomona Valley Club all parked 
at the five different vintage homes. 
Everyone really enjoyed checking 
out the cars before and after each 
house tour. We enjoyed touring the 
houses too. Thank you Ron 
Blackwell and Cal Knauer for 
organizing this great tour. 

L A  S c i e n c e  C e n t e r  -  K i n g  T u t  e x h i b i t  

On May 12th, 16 club members and 
guests boarded the Metrolink train and 
rode into Union Station. There we 
changed trains and ended up at the LA 
Science Center, to tour the King Tut 
exhibit. Many rooms on two floors were 
filled with beautifully displayed articles. 
The weather was great and the roses in 
front of the science center were in full 
bloom and smelled wonderful. On the 

return, Jo fell when the train took off and had to go to urgent care. Ernie and Jo got home from the hospital 
when their son picked them up at the hospital and drove them back to pick up their car. Jo is doing 
fine. She is going to see an ortho surgeon for a broken bone in her wrist. Thank you Judy and Tom 
Spurlin for planning another fun tour. 

Four Model A's arrived at Vicky's Burgers for lunch on Friday prior to heading to the National 
Orange Show Fairgrounds. The Messengers, Spurlins, Aceves and Monica Dirac then proceeded to 
the Damus Building where they parked and began to make their cars presentable. 
A table was setup so that our club brochures could be handed out to spectators and possibly 
anyone who would be interested in enjoying our club. The club banner was also setup outside the 
building to announce our presence.  
Saturday was a bright sunny day with temperatures reaching 90 degrees. A far cry from previous 
Orange Show openings when it usually has rained. As the day got warmer more attendees came in 
from the heat to see our four cars on display.  

We cranked up and moved out to get in line for the Saturday 
afternoon parade. It was hot waiting for the event to start. We were 
placed at the back, behind a “clean 
air” garbage truck, but this was not 
as bad as the walking participants in 
their long Mexican dresses. Upon 
finishing the parade, club members 
went to a late lunch at the Golden 
Corral Buffet and to cool down. 
Later in the evening a fireworks 
show capped off the day. Members 
returned on Sunday to conclude the 

event and retrieve their cars. It was another successful event and 
 wish to thank all members who participated. 

http://pvmafc.org/


 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization,  Model A 
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles 
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community 
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA. 

4~6 May - National Orange Show 

19 May Sat - Riverside Vintage Home Tour 

12 May Sat - LA Science Center - King Tut exhibit 

http://www.mafca.com/


 

      Birthdays 
02 Jun - Cal Knauer 
06 Jun - Jo Dierking 
09 Jun - Mike Racobs  
12 Jun - Linda Brandt 
18 Jun - Tom Valdez 
23 Jun - Glenn Stewart 
24 Jun - Nancy Aceves 
30 Jun - Julie Sandefur       

           Anniversaries 

13 Jun - Fehler, Bob & Helen  
18 Jun - Tate, Ray & Connie  
20 Jun - Schneider, Phil & Marsha 
23 Jun - Dierking, Ernie & Jo 
29 Jun - Alford, Dan & Cathy 

 Paradise Valley Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America 
Copyright — All rights reserved 

President’s Message 
 
ello everyone! 
 

Well summer weather is 
finally here. Hope you're all 
working on your A's and 
getting them Road ready. 
On May 26th I entered a 
local car show at Sunland 
Ford in Victorville. It was 
hosted by the High Desert 
Fords and Mustangs car club, and proceeds 
will benefit St. Mary's Pediatric Care Ward. 
There were two other model A's at the show a 
1928 Roadster and a 29 Pickup. While I was 
there Bob Ward from Silver Lakes came up to 
talk to me, he is feeling better and getting out 
and about now. He asked me to say thank 
you for all of the thoughts and prayers during 
his illness. 
The MAFCA National Convention is coming 
up soon, June 23rd thru the 30th, and 
whether you drive your A, drive a modern or 
trailer your car, be prepared for a fun trip. 
While in Reno, we will check out all of the 
great things to do and see there. 
The Model T swap meet is June 15th and 
16th, so go by and check it out.  
Our swap meet  is coming up September 29th 
and 30th. We are already in the planning 
stage, so looking forward to that. 
Have a Happy Father's Day 
 

 

Phil Messenger 
     President 

                       Officers  

President - Phil Messenger 

Vice President - Ron Blackwell 

Treasurer - Sheri Racobs 

Secretary - Monica Dirac 

                Board Members 

Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves 

Member-at-Large - Nancy Aceves 

Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez 

Committee Directors 

Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell 

Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup 

Installation / Holiday Banquet - Edna Blackwell 

MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan 

MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan 

Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell 

Model A-pparel - Vacant 

Parades & Events - Tom Valdez 

Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski 

Photographer - Ron Blackwell 

Raffles - John Benson 

Refreshments - Nancy Aceves 

Sponsorship - Tom Valdez 

Sunshine - Nancy Aceves 

Swap Meet - Tom Spurlin 

Tech - Tom Spurlin 

TYHTB - Vacant 

Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin 

Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski 

http://www.dpaa.mil/


 

P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  
M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  

M i n u t e s  o f  8  M a y  2 0 1 8  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  

Call to Order - Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:02pm, followed by the Flag Salute.  
Phil acknowledged the May birthdays and anniversaries.  There were no guests or new members. 

Minutes – Monica Dirac.  Sheri Racobs proposed a motion to accept the minutes as printed in the 
Steering Column, Renee Huston seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion approved. 

Treasurer’s Report – Sheri Racobs.  Sheri gave the financial report, all our bills are paid. 

President – Phil Messenger.  Tom Marquardt is starting to be able to get around again after his 
recent foot surgery.  John Benson is under the weather and Glenna Stuart is doing a little better, 
she will be seeing her doctor tomorrow.  

This coming weekend is our trip to the King Tut Exhibition.  We will take the train from La Sierra 
Station in Riverside, there is no direct train leaving from San Bernardino, you have to get off and 
take the bus from El Monte to the next station.  Next weekend is also Mothers, Happy Mothers 
Day! 

The Reno/Sparks MAFCA event is coming up next month.  Phil’s brother lives near there.  Phil 
phoned him to find out about the status of the steamboat rides, it is still cold and windy on the lake.  

Riverside Vintage Home Tour – Ron Blackwell.  Don’t forget to bring chairs, umbrellas, water etc.  
Afterwards we will have lunch at Smokey Canyon BBQ, on Crest Drive in Woodcrest.  We can eat 
outside.  It should be a fun day! 

Parades – Tom Valdez - Our next parade will be in Redlands on Wednesday July 4th.  Line up 
starts at 9:00am, the Parade at 10:30am.  After the Parade we will eat at the Sizzler on Waterman 
Ave.  Tom thanked everyone who showed up at the National Orange Show.  This year we did not 
have any of the Princesses in our cars and we were at the back, behind a “clean air” garbage truck. 

Tours – Judy Spurlin – Judy has sign up sheets for the King Tut Exhibition at the L.A. Science 
Center on 12th May, and for the Nethercutt Museum in Sylmar plus the Genghis Khan Exhibit at 
the Reagan Library on 14th – 15th July. 

Tech Session - Tom Spurlin.  The next Tech Session will be at Tom Valdez’s house on 28th July.  

President - Phil Messenger.  Since members handed out flyers at the Big Three Swap Meet in San 
Diego and at the Orange County Pancake Breakfast, Phil has received between twenty and thirty 
phone calls asking about our Swap Meet  

Art Moore from the Pomona Club won the raffle for the Model A Phaeton that the kids from       
Pasadena High School restored. 

The Model T Swap Meet will be held at Little League on 15th-16th June.  Richard Bronstrup has 
flyers. 

Tech Talk – Tom Spurlin – Tom talked about touching up the paintwork and powder coating on 
your Model A.  First clean the area with a wire brush and then use an etching primer to get a good 
clean base.  If there is any rust use a red oxide primer, only use it on iron or steel, not galvanized 
surfaces or any other metal such as copper or aluminum.  The easiest way to repaint is to use an 
acrylic enamel paint plus hardener.  Once the paint has been mixed with the hardener it is only 
good for six hours.  Do not apply it too thickly; play with your mixture to find the right consistency.  
Use a good quality paint gun and remember to clean the gun as soon as you finish.  Acrylic enamel 
paint may be hard to find, Richard Bronstrup could only find it in quart containers not gallons.    

Phil thanked for the refreshments.  

Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 8:17pm. 
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05 Jun Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting 
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino 

10 Jun Sun - Henry Ford Picnic 
10am~3pm Heritage Park, 12100 Mora Dr., Santa Fe Springs $12 BBQ lunch 

12 Jun Tue 7pm - General Meeting 
14 Jun Thu - Flag Day 
17 Jun Sun - Father’s Day 
24~29 Jun - MAFCA National Convention - Reno-Sparks, Nevada 
 
03 Jul Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting 
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino 

04 Jul Wed - Redlands Independence Day Parade - 242nd Birthday!  
 Lineup: 9:30am, Parade: 10:30am  

 Meet at Franklin School: Eastbound on Colton Avenue, at Church Street. 
 After Parade Lunch - 11am Sizzler at 1800 S. Waterman Ave, San Bernardino 

10 Jul Tue 7pm - General Meeting 
14~15 Jul - Nethercutt Museum and Reagan Library w/Genghis Khan 
28 Jul Sat 9am - Tech Session - Tom Valdez  
30 Jul Mon - Henry Ford Birthday 
 

05 Aug Sun (Tentative) 10am~2pm - Take Me Out To The Ball Game  
Little League Play-off and Model A display  
Little League Regional Hqrs 6707 North Little League Dr., San Bernardino 

07 Aug Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting  
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407 

14 Aug Tue 5:30pm - General Meeting - Pizza in the Park 
Fairmount Park, Riverside - Hwy 60 at the Market St. exit 
Bring a salad or side dish 

11 Aug Sat 7:30am - Beach Train to San Clemente 
Departs San Bernardino Metrolink 7:05am  Departs La Sierra Metrolink 7:36am 

 

 

 

 

 
Rely on the Website for the most current information 

 

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month  
(except August and December which are at a different place and time) 

Little League Western Region Headquarters 
6707 North Little League Drive 

San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749 
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New Publicity Director  

Lorraine Hendricks has been in charge of 
publicity since the inception of the club and has 
also been our historian since that office was 
created at the first of this year (1962). Although 
there have been times when Lorraine felt a 
little discouraged with the efforts she has put 
forth, we all feel she has done a fine job. 

Now that she is moving away, Annie Jones 
has consented to take over these duties. We 
know her to be a conscientious worker and no, 
too, that she will fill her new position well. If 
you have any pictures for the album or any 
other items that she can use, just give them to 
Annie. We know she will put them to good use. 

* * * * * 

Huey Poole has been confined to the hospital 
with rheumatic fever, but is home now. He still 
has orders to continue to rest for another 
month or so. We understand he has been 
inquiring about the club's activities and we 
know he is looking forward to the time when he 
can join us again. Just take it easy a little 
longer, Huey! 

* * * * * 

The patch emblems have been received and 
are now available for those who wish to sew 
them on their shirts, blouses, or jackets. They 
are replicas of a radiator emblems and sell for 
approximately sixty eight cents each. 

* * * * * 

On our recent vacation, while on our way to 
Lake Shasta and in the facility of Redding, 
Calif. we saw a '29 "A" sedan pulling a utility 
trailer with signs saying "Seattle or Bust". They 
must have made it to the fair because they 
were headed South. If this '29 "A" will go to 
Seattle and back, surely ours will make it to 
Idyllwild and return, right? 

 
Burma-Shave sign 

 
The Burma-Shave sign series appeared from 1925 to 
1963 in most of the contiguous United States. 
The exceptions were New Mexico, Arizona, and 
Nevada, because they were thought to have 
insufficient road traffic, and Massachusetts, 
eliminated due to that state’s high land rentals 
and roadside foliage.  
In 1925 young Allan Odell pitched this great 
sales idea to his father, Clifford.  Use small, 
wooden roadside signs to pitch their product, 
Burma-Shave, a brushless shaving cream. Dad 
wasn't wild about the idea but eventually gave 
Allan $200 to give it a try.   

It didn't take long for sales to soar.  Soon Allan 
and his brother Leonard were putting up signs 
all over the place.  At first the signs were pure 
sales pitch but as the years passed they found 
their sense of humor extending to safety tips and 

pure fun.  And some good 
old-fashioned down home 
wisdom, much of it obtained 
from contests.  

At the height of their popularity there were 7,000 
Burma-Shave signs stretching across America.  
The familiar white on red signs, typically six 
consecutive small signs, would be posted along 
the edge of highways, spaced for sequential 
reading by passing motorists.  You'd read first 
one, then another, anticipating the punch line on 
number five and the familiar Burma-Shave on 
the sixth. They were as much a part of a family 
trip as irritating your kid brother in the back seat 
of the car.   

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in 
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is 
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for 
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the 
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The 
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions 
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us. 
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the 
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source. 

Blast from the PastBlast from the Past  
From our July 1962 newsletter 
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault 



Wheels and Tires   
Use Bleach White, water and a 
scrub brush to clean the tires. 
While the wheels are still wet 
and soapy use an old paint 
brush to clean the spokes 
where they’re welded to the 
rims. Jack up the wheels to 
make it easier to clean the 
backs of the tires and wheels. 
Then spray on some tire 
dressing and work it into the 
sidewall design with a scrub 
brush. Wipe off the excess and 
let dry.   
Use tire dressing that will 
actually dry. Some tire 
dressings stay sticky and 
collect dust and dirt the first 
time you have to pull off on the 
shoulder or a dirt road. Black 
Magic Tire Wet works well and 
seems to dry pretty much 
overnight. Next time you take 
your wheels off clean and 
maybe wire brush your lug 
nuts. Set them all on a board 
and spray them with silver 
paint. While they’re drying is a 
good time to wash the backs of 
your wheels and tires.   
When you’re ready to reinstall 
the wheels and lugs tighten the 
lugs as much as possible with 
your hands then cover each 
lug with a plastic bag and 
tighten them with a SIX POINT 
socket. The baggy will keep 
the socket from scratching the 
silver paint and your lug nuts 
will look new again.  
Black Tops, Running Boards 
and Rubber Floor Mats   
This is pretty much the same 
process as the tires. Wash, 
spray with tire dressing and 
wipe dry.  
Tan Tops, Side Curtains and 
Top Boots 
Usually a periodic good 
vacuuming works well but if 
they are really dirty, use water, 
laundry soap and a soft brush. 
Rinse thoroughly to avoid 
water stains.  

T 
he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a 

Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event.  The 

Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper 

until awarded to another vehicle. Currently it is held by Earl Aceves. 

Keeping Your Model A 
Looking Good  

We are headed to the MAFCA 
National Convention in Reno, 
NV this month, so be ready! 

Cleaning Your Engine  
After a long tour, especially if 
some of the tour has been in 
the rain, cover the distributor 
and carburetor with plastic 
bags and spray the whole 
engine with Simple Green. 
Wash it around with a paint 
brush and into all the tight 
spots to loosen the dirt and 
grease. Then rinse.   
Blow off the excess water with 
air and then spray everything 
with WD40.  
Wipe everything dry with paper 
or terry cloth towels. Your 
engine will be beautiful again. 

Cadmium plated nuts & bolts  
If some of your cad plated nuts 
and bolts have become 
tarnished or stained, touch 
them up with Rustoleum 
aluminum #7715. Paint the 
sandblasted exhaust manifold 
and muffler with VHT #SP104 
flat gray. VHT exhaust paint is 
heat resistant up to 1500 
degrees.  

Radiator 
Your radiator is the most 
visible part of the front of your 
car. If it looks stained and 
dingy, mask your radiator shell 
and headlight bar. Throw some 
old blankets or drop cloths over 
your hood and front fenders 
and spray the front of your 
radiator with a light coat of 
semi flat or semi-gloss black 
enamel. A light coat will not 
affect the efficiency of your 
cooling system and a clean, 
black radiator will make your  
whole car look better.  

Cleaning the Chassis  
This is pretty much the same 
process as with the engine. 
Wash it, blow it off, spray it 
with WD40, wipe it dry, and 
 touch up the cad plating.  

On side curtain plastic use 
Meguiar’s Mirror Glaze Clear 
Plastic Polish to clean and 
remove any scuffs. 

Paint Chips  
If you are lucky enough to have 
some paint left over from your 
restoration, use a small brush 
to fill just the chip to a level just 
above the surrounding paint. 
This may take a few coats. Let 
dry for several days. The 
longer, the better. Then use a 
small wood block, a piece of 
#800 wet/dry sandpaper 
lubricated with mineral spirits, 
(regular paint thinner) and 
color sand the filled chip down 
almost to the level of the 
original finish. Do the same 
thing with #1000 or #1500 wet/
dry sandpaper until your filled 
chip is the same level as the 
original finish. Wipe dry often 
to check your progress. Use 
fine rubbing compound on a 
damp paper towel and polish 
the touch up area to match the 
surrounding area. Chip gone.  
If you don’t have any left over 
paint take a piece of your hood 
or whatever you want to match 
to Home Depot and have them 
computer match the color in 
gloss enamel. They will make a 
quart of your color for about 
$10. With a small brush touch 
up just the chips. This paint 
doesn’t color sand like auto 
paint but it’s cheap and chips 
that are the same color as your 
car will look a lot better than 
primer or bare metal spots.  

Chrome  and Nickel 
Most any chrome polish will do 
the job but if your chrome is 
really bad, try some rubbing 
compound.  
Don’t forget to paint the 
indentations in your bumper 
clamps Ford Blue.  
Polish the nickel plating with 
Semichrome or Meguiar's all 
metal polish. 
 



Model A Model A --  pparelpparel  
 

 

1931
1931  1928

1928  

Dobbs Hats have been 
around for many decades 
and are legendary for 
their classic style and 
impeccable quality. The 
history of Dobbs dates 
back to the 1930's when 
the company name was 
Hat Corp. of America and 
they were located at 417 
Fifth Avenue, New York.  
They are still in existence 
today.  

 

Women were looking for bargains in the 1930's 
too.  

Look at this,  dresses at $3.88 and $2.55, but 
can you imagine a dress for $1.39! 

Era Advertising:  

This ad first appeared on September 27, 1930 

of a Model AA flatbed truck unloading a    

generator at an construction site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It didn't come in a can.  It was dispensed right 

from the "Red Cabinet" and poured into your 

car.  

 

The cover of the 
Sept. 21, 1930  
issue of the     Sat-
urday Evening 
Post, illustrated By                       
Norman Rockwell. 

   

Probably the most 
read magazine of 
it's day.  

 



 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The 
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link 
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If 
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship. 

 

Because we couldn't survive without the generosity of our sponsors, saying 'thank you' 

just isn't enough. This page shines a spotlight on our sponsors.  

 

Here the donors will shine under our Spotlight on our Sponsor in 2018! 

 

Thanks so much for being one of our sponsors this year. 

We would love for you to get to know our incredible sponsors in our Sponsor Spotlight! 

Support Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors  

 

Jenny's Family Restaurant 

7750 Palm Ave Ste R 

Highland, CA 92346  

 

(909) 746-6286 Lic#1030632 

pvmac.org
http://www.aaaplumbing-heatingandair.com/
http://www.handhantique.com/
https://sites.google.com/site/arizonamodela/


P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  
P . O .  B o x  1 1 2 0  
R i a l t o ,  C A  9 2 3 7 7 - 1 1 2 0  
p v m a f c @ g m a i l . c o m  

 

10 May Sat - LA Science Center - King Tut exhibit 

http://pvmafc.org/

