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C e n t r a l

C a l i f o r n i a R e g i o n a l G r o u p
CCRG was held in Cambria April 8 through the 10th. We met at
McDonalds at the 15 Freeway and Highway 138 for breakfast. Our
caravan consisted of 4 modern cars
with 12 members. We all kept in
touch by radio. Driving up the coast
we stopped at Rancho Nipomo for a
great barbecue lunch and spent 3
days seeing the many sites along the
coast. We ate well at several
re st au ran ts in clud in g Jo ckos
Steakhouse and lunch on the patio at
the Ragged Point Inn near the mud slide area, as Hwy 1 is still
closed. We stopped at Elephant Seal Beach and Kelsey Winery.
One of my favorite stops was the town of Harmony, that has a
population of 18 and walked through the town checking out the glass blower, pottery and gift shop.
We ran into two other Model A's while there. Sorry for the inconvenience of changing our general
meeting date due to our trip, but we sure had a great time.
H u b l e y

D e r b y

D a y

n April 21st, we held our annual Hubley Derby, co-sponsored by
O
Paradise Valley and Pomona
Valley Model A Clubs. It was held at

the Women's Club of San Bernardino.
After a practice and tune-up session,
the racers were anxious to start
racing. The first division to race was
the modified class, with Richard
Bronstrup beating out his wife, Cheri
by a slim margin.
Next to race was an excited bunch of children. Even the eliminated
racers happily cheered on their competitors. First place was a photo
finish tie between Pip Tolman and Ezra Wiegel and third place was Trevor Messenger.
After a break and a potluck lunch, the racing continued with the adult class. Winners were 1st-Ron
Blackwell, 2nd-Monica Dirac, and 3rd-Edna Blackwell. A great time was had by all. Thank you to all
of the participants, the track setup and takedown crew and to all of those who brought the delicious
food. A special thank you to Richard and Cheri Bronstrup for all your hard work.
O r a n g e

C o u n t y

P a n c a k e

B r e a k f a s t

Sunday, April 22nd several of our club members attended the 57th
O nannual
Orange County Breakfast at Hart Park in the City of Orange.
After a delicious and hearty breakfast

of pancakes, sausage and eggs, we
passed out fliers for our annual
swapmeet coming up in September.
There were hundreds of Model A's to
look at and we enjoyed talking with
others that share our love for our cars.
Next they started calling out the
winners of the many raffle items. Earl
and Nancy Aceves won 3 prizes. Mike
Racobs won an air compressor and Dave Cornelius won a case of oil.
Congratulations to all of the winners.
After a quick trip to C.W. Moss, several club members met for lunch at the "The Filling Station".

8~11 Apr - CCRG-Central California Regional Group

21 Apr - Hubley Derby Day

22 Apr - Orange County Pancake Breakfast

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message
reetings Club Members
I attended CCRG in Cambria
along with 11 others in our
group. We ate our way up
the coast and back down the
coast. We finished up our
trip at the Rock House
Restaurant at Lake Hughes,
before turning off towards
the High Desert. I probably gained about 10
lbs during the 4 day trip, but we sure ate
well. Thank you Tom and Judy for showing
us your favorite spots.
On April 29th we held another tech session
at Monica Diracs house. We tightened the
frontend tie-rod end to the spindle. Then
pulled the brake drums off and did a brake
inspection, lubed the bearings and greased
the front end on her coupe. We were getting
it ready for the Orange Show. If you need a
tech session on your car, contact Tom
Spurlin.
Looking forward to the Orange Show, May
4th thru 6th. The King Tut tour will be May
12th and the Riverside Vintage Home tour
on May 19th.
Happy Mothers Day to all the Moms on May
13th.

Phil Messenger

Officers
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Vice President - Ron Blackwell
Treasurer - Sheri Racobs
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Board Members
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Birthdays

Sponsorship - Tom Valdez

02 May - Helen Fehler
10 May - Don Kirtley
18 May - Dan Alford
18 May - Ray Tate
20 May - Kerry Kirtley

Sunshine - Nancy Aceves

02 May - Deane, Dan & Rory
09 May - Knowlton, Richard & Susan
15 May - Blackwell, Ron & Edna
25 May - Racobs, Mike & Sheri

TYHTB - Vacant

Anniversaries

Swap Meet - Tom Spurlin
Tech - Tom Spurlin

Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin
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Call to Order - Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:02pm, followed by the Flag Salute.
Phil acknowledged the March birthdays and anniversaries. We had one guest, Clint Rothwell. He
is the owner of several Ford Model As, a 1930 Town Sedan, a 1929 High Cab Pickup and a 1928
rolling chassis, which he intends to use for a Speedster.
Minutes – Monica Dirac. Sheri Racobs proposed a motion to accept the minutes as printed in the
Steering Column, Ron Blackwell seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion approved.
Treasurer’s Report – Sheri Racobs. Sheri gave the financial report, all our bills are paid.
Vice President – Ron Blackwell. Ron is in charge of the Bone Award. This award has been
around for a long time and Ron stressed that having it on your car is not a bad thing but a sign that
you drive your Model A to Club activities and also that you keep the Award until it is passed on to
the next person. We now have a new recipient, Earl Aceves. Earl had a problem driving home
from the brake safety day at the Spurlin’s place. His car stopped and would not start again for
about twenty minutes. Earl’s car had a vapor lock.
Tech Session - Tom Spurlin. The next Tech Session, another brake safety day will be at Monica’s
house in Devore on 29th April at 9:00am.
President – Phil Messenger. Phil reminded us that the Orange County Pancake Breakfast will be
this coming Sunday. Don’t forget to bring plenty of name and address labels to stick on the back of
your raffle tickets.
Those of us who went on our own CCRG Jamboree had a great time. We saw a few A’s, in fact
surprisingly few, at the host hotel. Tom Spurlin led us on some interesting tours and we ate and
ate and ate some more!
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup. The Hubley Derby Race and Tune-up are on this coming
Saturday, the day before the Pancake Breakfast. The tune-up will start at 9:00am, and sign up for
the race at 11:00am. Bring all the grand children you can rustle up, we can find cars to lend to
them all. Bring a dish for the potluck lunch.
Tours – Judy Spurlin. Judy has sign up sheets for 12th May visit to the King Tut Exhibition at the
California Science Center and for the 14th~16th July Tour of the Genghis Khan exhibit at the
Reagan Library.
Riverside Vintage Home Tour – Ron Blackwell. 19th May – the Orange Blossoms will bring four
cars but there is still room for more. All drivers of Model A’s will receive two free tickets. All the
houses are in downtown Riverside.
Parades & Events – Tom Valdez. National Orange Show 2nd~6th May. They will provide security
so we can leave our cars there overnight. Last year it rained as usual but we still had a good time
driving the princesses around. This year we will be in the Orange Pavilion and members exhibiting
their Model A’s will be treated to a free meal.
TYHTB – We had over forty people at the Cracker Barrel last month, including five cars from the
Temecula Club. Rudi Perez was interested in seeing Phil’s Fordor so Phil invited him over to his
house but did not expect to have twenty five visitors! The visitors also saw Tim Marquardt’s
roadster that Phil has been working on. The battery had been put in backwards, but the car is now
ready for Tim to drive home.
MAFCA Convention - This year the Convention is going to be in Sparks/Reno. All the official
MAFCA Tours are now full but Phil knows the area well and will lead us on our own tours. Around
half a dozen members of the Temecula Cub will be driving up in their A’s and stopping overnight in
Bishop.
Membership – Edna has extra rosters. The first one is free; the second and subsequent copies
are $1 each.
Phil thanked for the refreshments.
Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 8:15pm.
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01 May Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

04~06 May - National Orange Show - Damus Bldg

V

Enter at 3pm Fri 4 May at the Mill St. gate

E

08 May Tue 7pm - General Meeting
12 May Sat 7am - LA Science Center - King Tut exhibit
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P a r a d e - 2pm Sat 5 May Join us for the parade
F i r e w o r k s - 8 p m Sat 5 May
La Sierra Metrolink Station. Train departs at 8am $10 + $24

13 May Sun - Mother’s Day
19 May Sat - Armed Forces Day
19 May Sat 10am - Riverside Vintage Home Tour & TYHTB afterwards
28 May Mon - Memorial Day
05 Jun Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino

10 Jun Sun - Henry Ford Picnic
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10am~3pm Heritage Park, 12100 Mora Dr., Santa Fe Springs $12 BBQ lunch

12 Jun Tue 7pm - General Meeting
17 Jun Sun - Father’s Day
24~29 Jun MAFCA National Convention - Reno-Sparks, Nevada
03 Jul Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino

04 Jul Wed - Redlands Independence Day Parade - 242nd Birthday!
Lineup: 9:30am, Parade: 10:30am
Meet at Franklin School: Eastbound on Colton Avenue, at Church Street.
After Parade Lunch - 11am Sizzler at 1800 S. Waterman Ave, San Bernardino
Fireworks Watching - Arrive 6pm. New Life Church 1330 E. Lugonia Ave, Redlands

10 Jul Tue 7pm - General Meeting
14~15 Jul - Nethercutt Museum and Reagan Library w/Genghis Khan
28 Jul Sat 9am - Tech Session - Tom Valdez
30 Jul Mon - Henry Ford Birthday
Rely on the Website for the most current information

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Little League Western Region Headquarters
6707 North Little League Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749

Golden Spike

May 10, 1869
On May 10, 1869, two 4-4-0 steam locomotives
meet at Promontory Summit, Utah, thus
completing the United States Transcontinental
Railroad.
It was on Promontory Summit (north of the Great
Salt Lake) that the "Golden Spike" was driven
into the special laurel railroad tie. Promontory
Point (about 44 miles south of the Summit) is not
associated with the railroad until 1902-1904
when the Lucin Cutoff over the Great Salt Lake
was constructed.
The actual engines that participated in the 1869
ceremony were scrapped after the turn of the
century. In 1975 the National Park Service hired
O'Connor Engineering of Costa Mesa, CA to
build exact replicas of the engines.
Beginning in 1979, these locomotives began
participating in annual ceremonies at the
National Historic Site at Promontory Summit,
operated by the U. S. National Park Service.
And yes, the early locomotives were usually
painted in bright colors. Probably starting in the
1880s or 1890s, most steam locomotives were
being painted all black.
Walt Disney Company employees, led by Ward
Kimball, were commissioned to paint and letter
the locomotives. Absent any documentation of
the colors of the original engines, Kimball chose
bright reds and vermilions for eye-catching
appeal.
During the ceremony in 1869, four special spikes
were presented: 1. The Golden Spike known as
the "Last Spike"; 2. Nevada's Silver Spike;
3. Arizona's Gold and Silver Spike; and 4. A
second, lower-quality gold spike ordered by the
San Francisco News Letter.
Another Golden Spike, exactly like the "Last
Spike" from the 1869 ceremony, was cast and
engraved at the same time. It was held,
unknown to the public, by the Hewes family, until
2005. It is now on display at the California State
Railroad Museum in Sacramento. The Golden
Spike from the ceremony was donated to the
Stanford Museum (now Cantor Arts Center) in
1898.

Blast from the Past
From our July 1962 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault

National meet of the Model A Ford Club of America
After looking forward for several months to the National
Model A Ford Club of America meet in San Francisco,
we finally got underway Wednesday, July 26th, around
3 p.m. We stayed in San Luis Obispo Wednesday
night and continued on next day. We arrived at the
Jack Parr Hotel around noon Thursday. After
registering, we spent the afternoon cleaning up the car.
That night we were on hand to welcome the
transcontinental tour of “A’s” that started from New
York and picked up cars all along the way. There was
a lot of excitement and what a sight to see twenty two
“A’s” from many different states. Bringing up the rear
was a new truck, full of spare parts, enough to build
two or three “A's” (mechanically). The truck was loaned
to them by the Ford Motor Co. and J.C. Whitney
donated all the parts.
One family had a wreck in Nebraska which completely
demolished their “A”, but luckily they weren't badly hurt,
so the Ford Motor Co. loaned them a car to continue
the tour, and, incidentally they won the hard-luck
trophy. They all told many tales about their trip across
the country, too numerous to mention. It took them
nine days. Some people were up all night cleaning
their cars in the hotel garage.
Friday we did a little sightseeing around the big city.
Saturday morning we left the Jack Parr Hotel, escorted
by the San Francisco police-150 model “A’s” stretched
across town to the Golden Gate Park for the big meet.
At the polo field each car passed and review. Some of
the nicest model “A's” in the U.S. were seen! The
judging was very good, fast and efficient. Each judge
judged separate items on all the cars.
That evening before the banquet, there was a cocktail
hour and costume judging, highlighted by a 500 pound
cake of ice, carved into the shape of a model “A”. At
the banquet Mr. Edmonds of the Ford Motor Co.
showed films. One was the assembling of a model “A”
motor back in 1928. The other was an advertising film
showing all the different models in color.
Finally the trophies were awarded and Red Grow won
overall, also first in his class; Harold Redinbow from
Ohio first in 30-31 open; Jack Helton, first in 28-29
open; and Lambert Dial first 28-29 closed; Wm. Phillips
first in commercial. Incidentally, I won 3rd in my class,
which pleased me very much.
Sunday morning we headed home, remembering all
the nice people we met and hope to meet them again
next year.
Roberta Brown.

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.

T

he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle. Currently it is held by Earl Aceves.
horizontal, White Nickel finish spaces
GAS GAUGE ASSEMBLY
will be supplied by this Company”.

The first gauge, A-9300 was a
complete unit. That is the Gas Gauge
Frame and the Gasoline Gauge Dial,
Float and Rod Assembly were all one
complete assembly.
The Gasoline Gauge Frame was of
steel composition and was Nickel
Plated. It had an “off set” single pivot
arm for the float rod. The “dial face”,
was made of spring steel with a white
matte chromium plate finish. The dial
face fractions of 1⁄4, 1⁄2, and 3⁄4,
including the level lines on either side
of the fractions were of bold Gloss
Black Lacquer paint. The “O” and “F”,
including the level lines, were of Brick
Red Lacquer paint. Later units of this
type may also be Gloss Black Lacquer
paint concerning the “O” and “F” and
the level lines. Lacquer was used
primarily as it was compatible to
gasoline where enamel would sooner
or later dissolve away. The “dial” was a
separate part and was crimped onto a
special constructed brass pin on one
end while the rod and cork float was
attached to the other end.
The Gas Gauge Floats were initially
dipped in a gelatin solution, dried and
then treated with formaldehyde but
soon dropped the gelatin treatment.
However, contained in the October 15,
1928 issue of Ford News, it was
explained in an article about the gas
gauge that “The cork is dipped in a
formula of glue, glycerin and water to
obtain a coating which will protect it
against becoming water logged...it is
given two coats of this mixture and a
third of formaldehyde”. Again, a word
of caution: Due to today’s gasoline
formulations, it is wise to use the
“neoprene” type gas gauge float other
than the original “cork” float. This is to
prevent the dissolving and
deterioration of the cork “glue” thus
making the cork float “water logged”
and sinking to the bottom of the tank.
All floats were attached to the end of
the rod thus inserting it to allow no
movement of the cork followed by a
small flat washer, then the rod was
crimped to hold the float and washer in
place.
The Gas Gauge Shield (Type 1) was
made of 0.018/0.020 inch thick steel.
However, some very early shields
were made of Aluminum, both were a
satin black finish. The short diameter of
the oval hole was horizontal and the
long diameter of the oval hole was
oriented vertically (“vertical oval
opening” as described in the
standards) and was satin black with 2

or lines, 1/32 inch wide*. The “inside”
of the shield’s elliptical hole was
flanged inward, measuring about
0.025/0.030, which came in contact
with the flat Gasoline Gauge Glass
(Type 1). The thickness of the original
flat lens glass ranged from 0.085/0.142
inches with a non-polished, jagged
(rough), 10 degree beveled edge. The
shield was secured by tightening the
Gas Gauge Cover by use of the Star
Wrench.
According to the Gasoline Gauge
Frame Gasket and Gasoline Gauge
Glass Gasket data, the first gasket
material that was apparently used in
production was “Treated Paper” which
was Oil, Water, and Gasoline resistant.
It was also recommended that the
number of Gasoline Gauge Flange
Nut (Brass) Washers to use was one
(1). Ford described it as “dead soft” brass.
Initially the Gas
Gauge Flange Nut
had a flat, 3/16 inch
wide surface without
a shaped profile (or
a “pocket in top”)
and was used for
the first 2200*~2500
cars and trucks.
According to the
November 23, 1927 PR # 5139, this
part was initially 3/8 inch in height. But
on this date, November 23, 1927, the
nut was re-designed and 1/16 inch
was added to the height of the
shoulder thus making the overall
height of the nut 7/16 inch. It was also
specified that a “pocket in top” of the
flange nut be added thus changing the
appearance of the flange nut itself and
doing away with the 3/16 inch wide
surface as originally made. The tool
used to secure the gauge to the fuel
tank was the Socket Wrench for Gas
Gauge Flange.
Used also with the Socket Wrench for
Gas Gauge Flange was the Star
Wrench for Gas Gauge. This was an
8-point wrench, with a dished-out end,
used to tighten the Gas Gauge Cover
to secure the lens and shield to the
frame of the gauge. Interesting
thought...since the very first gauges
had a “flat” glass lens, could it of been
possible that the very first 5-z-1822
Star Wrench was without the dishedout end only to be added when the
magnifying lens made its appearance
in February, 1928?
Both wrenches were first mentioned in
the Indianapolis Ford Service Letter
dated March 21, 1928 as “tools which

On November 28, 1927, Ford once
again increased the height of the Gas
Gauge Flange Nut to 15/32 inch.
Ford, on December 9, 1927,
discovered that the “shield” was just a
little to thin so it was increased in
thickness from 0.018/0.020 to
0.032/0.036 inches thick.
On December 23, 1927, the paper
gasket material, “Treated Paper (Oil,
water, and gasoline resisting)” as
described by Ford, was changed to
Cork for both frame and glass gaskets.
On February 7, 1928, indicated that
the name of the “glass” was changed
to Gasoline Gauge Lens and was
“Redesigned (Type 2), specifying a
lens on one side” and was to be
“moulded and annealed (heated)”. The
“height” of the dome itself was 0.065
inch according to the Ford Part
Release. Original lenses of this type
measured 0.132 on the flat area and
0.200 for the overall height of the
center. The difference being 0.068 for
a dome height.
There was a 10 degree polished,
beveled edge and the lens itself was
completely round. The Gasoline
Gauge Shield was also redesigned
(Type 2) in that the “short diameter of
the (oval) hole was to be vertical
instead of horizontal” and the long
diameter of the oval hole was oriented
horizontally (“horizontal oval opening”
as described in the standards). The
height of the flange around the hole in
the “shield” went from 0.025/0.030 to
0.012/0.018.
There may exist during this transition
period gas gauge assemblies which
possess slight visible deviations or
combinations of what was the norm. In
other words there may be some
assemblies that have a (Type 1) “flat”
lens including a (Type 2) “shield”. Or,
there may be some assemblies that
have a (Type 2) “magnifying” lens and
a (Type 1) “shield”. All of which were
seen and documented on original
assemblies. But then there is the age
old question of who knows just what
might have happened since their
original assembly 80 plus years ago
such as replacing “broken” glass parts!
By February 15, 1928, PR # 7254
indicated that the “shield” was to be
“lithographed black instead of being
dull black” (except for the 2 horizontal
spaces or lines). A month later it was
specified that the black lithographed
surface have an “Egg Shell Gloss
Finish” appearance!
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The Princess Silhouette is Important for Winter

By Judy Lewis

For all the ladies, including myself, who do not
find the 1928 dresses, with wide girdles around
the hips or belted around the hipline, flattering
to their figure, Delineator, October 1928
featured the princess silhouette evening gown.
The dress was a Butterick pattern #2257.
It outlines the figure and flares outward at the
hem; it has the deep U décolletage in front and
a deeper V in back and features a huge bow at
the side. The hem in back flows to ankle
length. This silhouette is very new and
extremely smart.
The model shows spike heel pumps and a long
single strand necklace; although you can’t see
them she would be wearing matching earrings.
To complete the outfit, above the elbow
evening gloves, evening bag and wrap would
be appropriate.

12 May Sat 7am - LA Science Center
King Tut exhibit
Train departs La Sierra Metrolink Station at
8am cost is $10
King Tut exhibit is $24

Enjoy the long weekend and a BBQ
But never forget that Memorial Day
is a Holiday to Honor
a very real sacrifice
Remember our Fallen
All Gave Some ... Some Gave All

16 to 22 button silk gloves with 3
gores. The button count is not about
how many buttons it has but how long
the gloves are.

Evening bag of white or black silk
moiré with high grade imitation
diamonds. Sears S/S 1928

This evening wrap, Butterick
pattern #2210 also
featured in Delineator,
October 1928, was
made of metal cloth
and featured a blue
fox mushroom collar
and cuffs. If the wrap
were made of ivory
velvet, sable would
h a v e
b e e n
tremendously smart.

19 May Sat - Riverside Vintage Home Tour
10am~4pm This year there are 5
privately owned vintage homes in the
Historic District of Riverside to be
shown, in addition to the Weber
House. If possible Vintage Era clothing.
2 tickets per car will be provided.

14~15 Jul - Nethercutt Museum and
the Reagan Library with the Genghis
Khan exhibit
Cost for the Best Western La Posada Motel
will be about $119
Nethercutt Museum admission is free.
Reagan Library is $22.

Support Our Sponsors

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346

(909) 746-6286

Lic#1030632

Meet our new sponsor, Potter Electric Company. Jason Potter and his assistant Cody
are two young electricians specializing in residential, commercial and industrial electrical
work and have been in the business for 19 years. Jason hails from the high desert and
Cody is from Philadelphia and moved out here at age 21. (909) 746-6286
Because we couldn't survive without the generosity of our sponsors, saying 'thank you'
just isn't enough. This page shines a spotlight on our sponsors.
Here the donors will shine under our Spotlight on our Sponsor in 2018!
Thanks so much for being one of our sponsors this year.
We would love for you to get to know our incredible sponsors in our Sponsor Spotlight!
The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

8~11 Apr - CCRG
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