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H i g h l a n d

C i t r u s H a r v e s t F e s t i v a l
he ‘A’ group met at Jenny's Diner for an early breakfast prior to
attending the annual Highland Citrus Harvest Festival. After
breakfast the Bronstrups, Blackwells and Ernie Dierking cruised
over to display their vehicles. This year we were placed with all the
other cars and were the last in line, which made for very few
spectators. Four club members also joined to view the annual fest.
There were several bands and a demonstration of Indian tribal
dances, machinery and other items of interest pertaining to the old
days. We enjoyed looking at all of the cars and checking out the
many vendors to include the Stater Bros 1947 Diamond T tractor
and ’48 trailer display, which is restored to it’s original beauty. The
City of Highland handed out oil drain pans and several members got theirs. The former Sunkist Orange Packing
House which now contains the Bauer Pottery Company, provided a tour of
their operation.
While viewing Ron’s car, a spectator noticed a timing pin laying on
the engine crossmember. During last years trip to Laughlin the
group stopped at a rest stop along the way. Ron noticed oil on the
hood vents and upon inspection, saw the engine timing pin was
missing. Luckily Dan Alford was trailering his car and removed the
timing pin from his car and loaned it to Ron to cure the problem. It
had been there for a year! Ernie Dierking won the trophy for "best
vintage" thou he said that the car was all dusty. Thank you to Ernie,
Richard and Ron for displaying your cars and representing our club.
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We met at CA-138 McDonalds and was joined by five Model A’s of
the Temecula club. From there we cruised over to the Cracker
Barrel in Victorville, which is the first in California. The Messengers
were waiting for us and was the only Model A from our club. Still
the group was quite an attraction for the crowd waiting on the
outside. We had over 40 people and
the manager and staff did an
excellent job getting us all seated
and served quickly. After a delicious
breakfast and a few photos in the
parking lot, about 25 of the group
decided to take a side trip to the Messengers house and check out
his ‘29 Murray body Fordor that he is restoring. Everyone also
checked out Tim's ‘31 Roadster Tudor, which was still at the house. It was a
great day. Thank you Tom and Judy Spurlin for planning brunch and for
inviting the Temecula Club to come along. It was nice to see everybody.
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It was a trip to Riverside for the
brake safety day where Tom Spurlin
had a ’hands on’ event for any
members that brought their car. Two
Model A's had their brakes adjusted,
chassis lubed and oil added to the
steering columns. An inspection
underneath the cars was done to
ensure everything was operational,
tight and in good condition for future
outings and trips. Afterwards the
group made to the backyard for burgers. Thanks to the ladies for doing all the preparation.

24 Mar - Highland Citrus Harvest Festival

18 Mar - TYHTB - Cracker Barrel

31 Mar - Tech Session - Brake Safety Day

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message

Hi Club Members
March started out windy and
cold so it was a good time to
stay home and work in the
garage . Tim Marquardt and I
were able to get the top up
on his roadster for the first
time and we put the hood
back on, and it is looking good. We washed it
and got it running enough for him to drive it
home. Tim had surgery on the 27th and we
wanted to get it to his house so he can polish
it up while recuperating. That was the first
time he drove it since inheriting it from his
dad. As I followed him, I could see Tim
grinning the whole way. His daughter Toni,
was excited to go for her first ride in the car.
Best wishes to Tim for a quick recovery.
On March 31st we had a Tech Safety Day to
check the brakes at Tom Spurlins. While the
guys worked on the cars, the ladies put
together a potluck lunch of grilled burgers, hot
dogs salads and chips. We ended the day
with a delicious carrot cake.
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Call to Order - Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:02pm, followed by the Flag Salute.
Phil acknowledged the March birthdays and anniversaries.
Minutes – Monica Dirac. Sheri Racobs proposed a motion that the minutes be accepted as
printed in the Steering Column, Ron Blackwell seconded the motion; all were in favor and the
motion approved.
Treasurer’s Report – Sheri Racobs. Sheri gave the financial report, all our bills are paid.
Vice President – Ron Blackwell. There is still no change in the Bone Award. No Model A’s had
any problems driving to Oak Glen for brunch. The Bone is in Ron’s office and Phil hopes it stays
there.
Tech Session - Tom Spurlin. There will be a Tech Session at the Spurlin’s place on 31st March
starting at 9:00am. The Spurlin’s will provide hamburgers and hot-dogs, bring a side dish or desert.
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup. The Hubley Derby tune-up and the race will both be held on
the same day, 21st April, at the Women’s Club. This is the day before the Orange County Pancake
Breakfast. Tune-up will start at 9:00am followed by the races at around 11:00am. We will have a
potluck lunch.
Parades – Tom Valdez. Highland Citrus Festival on 24th March. Phil has sign-up sheets. Meet at
Jenny’s at 7:00am then caravan to the Parade.
National Orange Show 2nd-6th May. Phil invited the Orange Blossoms to join us but they have
another event scheduled during that time. A few may join us. Phil will also invite the Pomona Club.
TYHTB – 18th March - Cracker Barrel in Victorville. Phil and Shirley will get there early to make
sure we have reservations. Meet at McDonalds at State Hwy 138 at 9:00am to caravan up the hill.
Riverside Vintage Home Tour – Ron Blackwell. 19th May. Ron has the list of homes; one does
not have a driveway. Members participating with their Ford Model A’s will receive two free tickets,
otherwise tickets cost $20 per person. The Orange Blossoms will bring four Model A’s. There is
room for more than one car per driveway.
CCRG Jamboree – is coming up soon, 8th - 11th April. Those of us who are going will not be back
in time for the General Meeting on 10th April so the Meeting will be postponed until the 17th April.
Swap Meet – Tom Spurlin. Members who went to the Big Three Swap Meet in San Diego handed
out flyers for our Swap Meet. Phil has already received six phone calls as well as photos of cars for sale.
Sunshine – Nancy Aceves. Kirk Rhoda is recovering from has stroke but still has a long way to go.
Steering Column – Ron Blackwell sent a letter to all our members with their copy of the Steering
Column to let them know that in an effort to save money the Club will no longer mail out copies.
The Steering Column will be available on line but if members do not have internet access they
should let Ron know and they can continue to receive a hard copy. Ron did not receive any
replies. Dave Cornelius wanted to know why we are trying to save money when we still have
plenty of money in our bank account. Unfortunately every year our expenses exceed our income
so we need to find ways to either increase our income or decrease our expenses.
Tours – Judy Spurlin. 12th May – Visit the King Tut Exhibition at the California Science Center,
group cost $23 plus $10 for the Metro link.
14th-16th July Tour the Genghis Khan exhibit at the Reagan Library. We will drive up the day
before, spend the night in a motel, then view the exhibit and drive home on the next day.
Tech Talk – Tom Spurlin. Tom gave a talk on how to clean corroded metal parts so they can be
painted and reused. First find a plastic bucket, hang the part to be cleaned in the bucket and
connect to the positive terminal of a battery charger. Connect an unwanted old piece of iron to the
negative terminal, fill the bucket with water, add baking soda and watch your part being cleaned!
You can leave the part in the solution as long as you want. The freshly cleaned part will remain
rust free and ready to be painted as long as it is kept dry. It is perfectly safe to pour the used water
on your lawn, it will not hurt the grass.
Question “Can we demonstrate this at our Swap Meet?”
The MAFCA National Tour in 2019 will be to Canyonlands National Park in Utah.
Phil thanked for the refreshments.
Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 8:08pm.
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01 Apr Sun - Easter
03 Apr Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

V
E
N

08~11 Apr - CCRG - Central California Regional Group Jamboree
Meet 9am at CA-138 McDonald’s

17 Apr Tue 7pm - General Meeting
21 Apr Sat 9am - Hubley Derby Day & pot luck
Women’s Club 503 W. 31st St. San Bernardino $Free

22 Apr Sun 8am - Orange County Pancake Breakfast - TYHTB
701 S. Glassell St., Orange $7. Meet 7am at La Sierra Metrolink Station to convoy.

29 Apr Sun 9am - Tech Session
Moniac Dirac 900 Devore Road, San Bernardino
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01 May Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

04~06 May - National Orange Show - Damus Bldg
Enter at 3pm Fri 4 May at Mill St. or the E St. gate
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P a r a d e - 2pm Sat 5 May Join us for the parade
F i r e w o r k s - 8 p m Sat 5 May
08 May Tue 7pm - General Meeting
12 May Sat 7am - LA Science Center - King Tut exhibit
La Sierra Metrolink Station. Train departs at 8am $10 + $22

13 May Sun - Mother’s Day
19 May Sat - Armed Forces Day
19 May Sat 10am - Riverside Vintage Home Tour & TYHTB afterwards
28 May Mon - Memorial Day
05 Jun Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino

12 Jun Tue 7pm - General Meeting
16 Jun Sat 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch (Tentative)
17 Jun Sun - Father’s Day
24~29 Jun MAFCA National Convention - Reno-Sparks, Nevada
24 Jun Sun - Henry Ford Picnic
10am~3pm Heritage Park, 12100 Mora Dr., Santa Fe Springs $12 BBQ lunch
Rely on the Website for the most current information

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Little League Western Region Headquarters
6707 North Little League Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749

Amelia Earhart
August 18, 1929
Do you remember these two great aviation
firsts?
* Charles Lindbergh's solo flight across the
Atlantic in 1927
* Wiley Post and Harold Gatty's 15,474 mile
flight around the world in 1931
Between these two historic flights another
aviation first took place, the First Women's Air
Derby, part of the 1929 National Air Races and
Aeronautical Exposition.
Will Rogers called it the "Powder Puff Derby",
the name by which the race is most commonly
known.
Nineteen pilots took off from Clover Field in
Santa Monica on August 18, 1929 (another left
the next day). About a half hour later they
landed in San Bernardino at Federal Field (east
of Waterman Avenue between 3rd and 6th
Streets), the end of the first lap of the race.
Before the race began, the Exchange Club met
on the roof of the Fox Theater building on Court
Street and painted “SAN BERNARDINO” in 12
foot high letters, hoping the fliers would see the
sign.
Among the fliers were Amelia Earhart, Ruth
Elder and Florence Lowe Barnes. Amelia
Earhart and her fellow aviators made it to San
Bernardino, had dinner and spent the night at
the California Hotel before resuming the race
the next day.
Fifteen made it to Cleveland, Ohio on August
26 and were greeted by 18,000 spectators.
Louise Thaden finished the race first and
Amelia Earhart was third.

Blast from the Past
From our July 1962 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault

Arroyo Seco swap meet
June 10th
7:30 a.m. June 10th was a cold drizzly morning
to start our tour to Pasadena's Arroyo Seco Park
swap meet, and we didn't expect many ‘A’
members to turn out, so when we arrived at
Snow's were not surprised to find only four A’s
waiting for the tour chairman's belated arrival.
They were the Browns, Hendricks, Spies, and
prospective members Jack and Ellamae Tyrell
and son Mike. Our five A’s proceeded out
Foothill Blvd. where we were joined by Jerry
Moore and his brother in Jerry's nearly
completed ‘A’.
Our coffee stop was in Upland where we thawed
out with hot coffee and delicious donuts. Back on
the road again, we picked up the Hoons and Mr.
Applebee in Pasadena, so we made a pretty
good procession of eight A's going down into the
Park, where we found several other club
members had preceeded us in their family cars.
These included the Sylvesties, Jones family,
Merle Smith and daughter Junelle, Bill Kuett and
daughter Bonnie, the Alzen family, and Clyde
Henderson who had accompanied a friend in a
real sharp ‘A’ coupe.
There were some beautifully restored antique
cars, as well as sharp custom and foreign jobs.
Everyone had a dandy time in spite of the
weather, and after much glomming and
picnicking, the trophies were awarded, with lucky
Bill Hendricks receiving Ladies’ Choice.
Hazel Mills

National Orange Show
04~06 May - Enter on Fri at 3pm

at the Mill St or if not open, the E St gate
The Car Show will be in the Damus Building

Parade

Amelia Earhart signed the above receipt for fuel
when she landed in San Bernardino in 1932. She
was also here for the 1929 Powder Puff Derby.

Join the parade at 2pm Sat 5 May

F irework s
8pm Sat

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.
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he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle.

Causes and Fixes For
Death Wobble

Front end shimmy is
sometimes called “Death
Wobble.” This is a serious
safety issue and one that must
be addressed. What are the
causes of this dangerous front
end shimmy and how do we
get rid of it?
The leading cause of death
wobble is looseness in the tie
rod ends. Wear in the other
components of the steering
system and improper front
alignment can contribute to the
severity of the symptoms.
Tie Rod and Drag Link Ends
There are four steering balls
used in the Model A. Two on
the driver’s side steering arm,
one on the passenger’s side
steering arm, and one on the
Pitman Arm. Over time these
become eye-shaped.
Each steering ball is part of an
assembly consisting of two
cups and a spring. As the ball
and cup assembly wears, the
ball becomes eye-shaped; the
spring relaxes to fill the space
and subsequently loses some
of its force.
Deformation of the tie rod balls
results in shifting their
centerlines in the cups
changing
the
toe-in
adjustment.
With weak springs in the tie rod
ends, when you encounter a
pothole or train track, the
wheel is forced out of its line
and the steering ball is jammed
against the spring. When the
spring compresses, it rebounds
and transfers some of the force
to the ball on the opposite end
of the tie rod causing that
spring to compress too,
throwing the opposite wheel
out of line and setting up an
oscillation making the wheels
shimmy. This wobbling will
continue until the energy put
into the system is removed by
slowing down the car.
The easiest ball to fix is on the
pitman arm. Just order a new
arm. For the steering arms,
you can order rebuilt units

from a catalog. If you’re handy,
you just remove them from the
spindles, grind off the old worn
balls, drill a 1⁄2 inch hole and
install replacement ball studs
and weld them in place. Then
install new cups and springs in
the tie rod and drag link end
sockets. By tightening the
outer cups to 25 foot pounds,
the springs will be sufficiently
compressed to overcome the
forces they are exposed to
when the wheel is wrested out
of line by road conditions.
Let’s take a look at other parts
of the steering system where
looseness can exacerbate the
wobble.
King Pin Bushings
Over time king pin bushings
wear out causing the spindles
to sag and diminish proper
camber, thus allowing the front
wheels to wander. Check for
king pin bushing wear by
grabbing the top of the wheel
and moving it in and out. Have
someone watch the brake
backing plate’s movement in
reference to the axle. If
movement is seen, the cure is
to replace the king pins and
bushings. A reamer is
necessary to do the job right.
Wishbone Socket
If the socket at the bottom of
the bell housing is worn or the
assembly springs there are
weak, the wishbone ball is not
held securely and caster can
be compromised. In this case,
it is an easy fix to replace the
socket parts. Even if the
wishbone ball is a little eyeshaped, new socket parts will
hold it steady when properly
installed.
Wheel Bearing Adjustment
Improper wheel bearing
preload allows the drum to
wander off center in relation to
the spindle, compromising camber.
Wheel Balance
Out of balance tires set up a
harmonic with the other parts
of the steering system which
become evident at specific
road speeds. You’ll feel
vibration come and go in

cycles as you go down the
road. Most shops can balance
your wheels using stick-on
weights. Another method of
wheel balance is to install the
tiny beads you can put down
the valve stem into the tube.
The little beads then find their
proper place inside the tire when
rolling and smooth out the ride.
The Steering Box
As the parts of the steering box
wear out, considerable play is
noticed at the steering wheel.
When properly adjusted,
steering wheel play should be
no more than about an inch.
The main cause of wear of the
steering box bearings and
gears is a history of poor
lubrication. In the 90+ years of
its life, you can safely bet the
oil had run out through sloppy
sector bushings more than
once with periods where the
car was driven with the box
dry. Not only do the bushings
wear, but the sector shaft also
wears, doubling the space
where the oil can escape.
The teeth of the sector take on
a wear pattern as they rub
against the worm gear. The
area of wear on the sector is
smaller than that on the worm.
Wear is spread over a larger
area of the worm as it moves
past the teeth of the sector.
Consequently the sector
always has the most amount of
wear. In making a repair where
the sector is to be replaced, it
may not be necessary to
replace the worm; which would
save a lot of expense and
trouble. The same principles
apply to the seven-tooth
steering box.
In Conclusion
The oscillation of the little
springs in the tie rod ends is
the main cause of wheel
shimmy. They must be tight to
prevent any play.
The other items mentioned can
make the condition worse and
it is important to have them up
to snuff.
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The Little Hat
by Jill Hupp, Sacramento Capitol A’s

In the summer of 1931, despite the
worsening Depression, women by
the thousands were buying new
hats. Specifically, Empress Eugenie
hats – tiny chapeaux adorned with
an ostrich feather and worn cocked
to one side, and pulled down low
over one eye. Although rumors of
the Empress Eugenie’s demise were predicted
constantly, the trend showed no sign of flagging
as fall rolled around. The Millinery Manufacturer’s
Association, at its September 1931 meeting in
Los Angeles, noted that “for the first time in the
history of style evolution,” hats set the fashion,
and dressmakers were forced to adapt their
designs accordingly instead of the other way
around. Both the Empress Eugenie hat and the
phenomenon of its extreme, prolonged
popularity were much derided by the press, but
ladies went right on buying them. Style writers
were at a loss to explain. “Ask any woman you
know what she thinks of them and she will admit
she thinks them hideous, but you will probably
see her wearing one the next day,” wrote
Margaret Mel of the L.A. Times in her article “We
Wear Her Hats but Who was She” (September
27, 1931), “Is it a gallant feminine gesture – a
whistle in the dark? A frivolous but courageous
protest against widespread gloom? Or is it simply
another whim of that mysterious and powerful
force called Fashion?”

The Empress Eugenie had been
the wife of Napoleon III, who
ruled France from 1853 to 1871.
She set the original fad for a little
perched hat with a plume back in
1860.
Seventy
years
later,
another
widely
influential
trend
setter,
Greta
Garbo, was credited with (or
blamed for) having revived the
fashion when she wore an
“Empress Eugenie hat” in the
1930 movie Romance.
Felt and velvet were the favored materials, with
black, “mascara brown,” “kiltie green” and
“brandy wine” being the favored colors for fall.
The regard for romantic, old‐fashioned styles
carried over into other accessories that season
too – from French Colonial‐influenced shoes to
Victorian revival jewelry, from “Empress
Eugenie” miniatures to cameos. Beauty salons
were quick to offer “Empress Eugenie” hair
styles, also. Then, just as suddenly as it came,
Empress Eugenie mania was over. By early
December 1931, no woman who wished to be
considered chic would be caught dead in one.
“We told you so!” the fashion columnists jeered,
while the dejected hat manufacturing industry
tried to figure out the Next Big Thing. The Mata
Hari turban anyone?

Central California Regional Group Jamboree
Cambria, CA
08~11 Apr
Sunday
9am Meet at CA-138 McDonald’s
Rancho Nipomo BBQ 108 Cuyama Lane, Nipomo
Hotel check-in Quality Inn 1631 Monterey St., SLO
Monday
Avila Valley Barn
Kelsey Winery
See Canyon Road, San Luis Obispo
Mercury mine & smelter
Jocko's Steak House 125 N Thompson Ave, Nipomo
Tuesday
Montana de Oro State Park Beach
Drive up the coast
Ragged Point Inn & slide area
Wednesday
Return home

12th Annual Hubley Derby Day

Sat 21 May
Let the Races begin!
Woman’s Club of San Bernardino
503 W 31st Street
San Bernardino
9~11am Hubley Tune-up
11~11:30am Registration Check In
11:30am~2pm Hubley Race
Potluck luncheon
2pm Trophies awarded

Support Our Sponsors

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346

Because we couldn't survive without the generosity of our sponsors, saying 'thank you'
just isn't enough. This page shines a spotlight on our sponsors.

Here the donors will shine under our Spotlight on our Sponsor in 2018!
Thanks so much for being one of our sponsors this year.
We would love for you to get to know our incredible sponsors in our Sponsor Spotlight!

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

Highland Citrus Harvest Festival
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