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N e w  Y e a r s  D a y  t o u r  

On January 1st, our Club was invited to attend the New Year's 
Day tour with the Temecula Club. We caravanned south on Old 
Hwy 395 to Escondido with 16 Model A's, five other classic cars 
and eight modern cars where we arrived at the home of Tom and 
Patsy Hamlin. There were several cars on display including 3 
Model T's, a ‘36 Ford Phaeton, a 
Victoria, a Packard, Ford Delivery 
Vans, a ‘70 Mustang and a ‘63 
Ford Thunderbird with a 427 
engine. They also had a selection 
of snacks and goodies to eat.  

We then caravanned to Cocina Del Charro Restaurant for a 
delicious Mexican lunch, before heading home. Thank you to Rudy 
and Lori Perez for putting this tour together.  A great way to start 
the new year. 

The morning started out a little chilly for this years progressive 
breakfast. We started at the home of John and Renée Huston for 
donuts, pastries, orange slices, 
juice and coffee. After having the 
marvelous treats, we prepared to 
convoy to the next stop on the 
journey. 

We proceeded to John and Judy 
Benson's home, where they along 
with Betty and Al Spawton served 

delicious breakfast waffles and casseroles to the 26 of us. After 
some chit-chat it was time to head over to our next stop. 

Our third stop was a very special tour of Ernie and Jo Dierking's Historical, Victorian house filled 
with unique and fascinating antiques they have collected over many years. Their home was 
decorated with several mannequins in beautiful period dresses, a player piano and a Carriage 

House complete with a carriage. I 
enjoyed the detail in the 
craftsmanship, the interior design 
and the landscaping of their yard, 
as we sat out in the sun enjoying 
scrumptious desserts. 

Thank you to all of the hosts, 
cooks and especially to Renée for 
setting up this wonderful day. 
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B i l l y  ‘ P a p p y ’  K e i r n s  m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  

We are sorry to inform our members of the loss of long time club member Billy ‘Pappy’ Keirns on Sunday, 17 Dec 
2017. The membership and Club wish to extend our sincere sympathy and condolences. He will be missed by 
everyone. Pappy contributed with numerous Tech Sessions and was always willing to help on anybody’s car. 
Club members were present for memorial and funeral at Green Acres. Anitta, his beloved wife passed Sep 2005. 

  “Its the not the Destination, It's the journey.”  ―  Ralph Waldo Emerson, Self-Reliance  

http://pvmafc.org/


The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization,  Model A 
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles 
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community 
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA. 

 

21 Jan - Progressive Breakfast 

1 Jan - New Years Day tour  

06 Jan - Billy ‘ Pappy’ Keirns memorial service 

http://www.mafca.com/
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President’s Message 
 reeting Club Members 

 
It was nice to welcome back 
C l u b  m e m b e r ,  T i m 
Marquardt to our January 
meeting after his surgery in 
September. While Tim is 
recuperating I trailered his 
car, a 1931 Roadster to my 
house so we can work on it, 
and hopefully get it on the 
road soon. We took a break and we went for 
a ride in my car. We had a guy chase us 
down and motion to pull over. He was excited 
to see my Model A. His name is Robert and 
he wanted to let us know he has tons of 
Model A parts that he needs to clear out. He 
has everything imaginable to sell,  including 
engines and transmissions. Tim scored on a 
carburetor that he needed desperately. If you 
need anything, I can share his name and 
number. Robert showed us his 1928 pickup 
Roadster he is restoring. We had a great day!  
 
Don't forget we have "Take Your Honey to 
Brunch" on Sunday, February 18th at Apple 
Annie’s in Oak Glen at 10:30am so bring your 
Valentine for brunch. 
 
Happy Valentine's Day 
 

Phil Messenger 
     President 

Birthdays 

 

  3 Feb - Marilyn Bauer 

  4 Feb - Bryan Glidewell 

  4 Feb - Naomi Rhoda 

  8 Feb - Tom Spurlin 

13 Feb - Carol Jackson 

15 Feb - Jeanene Buchanan 

22 Feb - Barbara Yost 

       Anniversaries 

14 Feb - Sandefur, Mark & Julie 

                       Officers  

President - Phil Messenger 

Vice President - Ron Blackwell 

Treasurer - Sheri Racobs 

Secretary - Monica Dirac 

                Board Members 

Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves 

Member-at-Large - Nancy Aceves 

Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez 

Committee Directors 

Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell 

Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup 

Installation / Holiday Banquet - Edna Blackwell 

MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan 

MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan 

Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell 

Model A-pparel - Vacant 

Parades & Events - Vacant 

Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski 

Photographer - Ron Blackwell 

Raffles - John Benson 

Refreshments - Nancy Aceves 

Sponsorship - Tom Valdez 

Sunshine - Nancy Aceves 

Swap Meet - Tom Spurlin 

Tech - Tom Spurlin 

TYHTB - Vacant 

Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin 

Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski 



Call to Order – Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:13pm, followed by the Flag Salute.  
Phil acknowledged the January birthdays and anniversaries and reminded us about the 
Progressive Breakfast on 21st January.    

Our officers for the year were sworn in at the Christmas Dinner/Installation Banquet:  

  President  Phil Messenger 

  Vice President  Ron Blackwell 

  Treasurer   Sheri Racobs 

  Secretary  Monica Dirac 

Minutes – Monica Dirac – Sheri Racobs proposed a motion to accept the minutes as printed in the 
Steering Column, Tom Spurlin seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion approved. 

Treasurer’s Report – Sheri Racobs – Sheri cannot complete the books for 2017 until all the bills 
are in. 

Hubley Derby – Richard Bronstrup.  The Hubley Tune-Up and the Hubley Derby will be held on 
the same day and we will have a potluck lunch. 

President - Phil Messenger – Phil reminded us that the CCRG is coming up 8~10 April.  Not much 
has been posted about it on the MAFCA web site.  Anyone interested in going should talk to Judy.  
The MAFCA National is being held at Sparks, Nevada 23~30 June.  There are a lot of interested 
things to see around there and we can plan our own tours.  Go on the MAFCA web site to book.
  

Tours – Judy Spurlin – 18 February TYHTB at Law’s Oak Glen Coffee Shop and 18 March we will 
go to the new Cracker Barrel in Victorville. 

Tech Talk – John Benson gave an interesting talk about problems that people have had while 
driving their Model A’s.  If your head gasket has not been properly torqued down it can cause 
problems by leaking.  Hear a funny noise?  It could be your exhaust manifold gasket leaking 
because the manifold has warped.  Parts can cease up if you forget to grease them, don’t forget 
the throw out bearings or the universal joint.  John reminded members to check dimensions on 
replacement parts; they are not always made to the original specifications.  Phil recommended not 
using copper gaskets and being careful to torque nuts to the correct specifications, use an accurate 
torque wrench and make sure everything is super clean before installing a new head gasket! 

President - Phil Messenger - Phil reminded us about the change in distribution of our newsletter, 
the Steering Column.  The board decided that in order to save money the Steering Column will be 
emailed to members instead of being printed and then mailed to members who did not pick up their 
copies at the General Meeting.  Members who do not have access to email and our sponsors can 
still receive printed copies. 

We now have a new Swap Meet Chairperson; Tom Spurlin has kindly volunteered to take over the 
job. Phil received a lot of phone calls after our Swap Meet last year.  Many vendors were confused, 
they had expected a two day event and more buyers on Saturday, not just other vendors. 

Renee Huston – Please sign up if you are planning on going to the Progressive Breakfast on 21 
January, starting at 8:00am at Renee and John’s house in Grand Terrace. 

Other Business – Sixteen Model A’s and about sixty people attended the Temecula Club’s New 
Years Day outing to visit a collection of Ford Model T’s, Thunderbird’s and Packard’s, one from 
1936! 

Tom  Valdez is working on collecting from our sponsorships. 

Phil thanked for the refreshments.  

    Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 8:24pm. 

P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  
M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  

M i n u t e s  o f  9  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 8  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  



 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in 
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is 
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for 
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the 
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The 
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions 
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us. 
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the 
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source. 
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41 33 04 Feb Sun - Superbowl 

06 Feb Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting  
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino 

13 Feb Tue 7pm - General Meeting 

14 Feb Wed - Valentine’s Day 

18 Feb Sun 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Apple Annie’s 
39062 Oak Glen Road, Oak Glen. Meet 9:30am, Stater Bros, Bryant & Oak Glen, Yucaipa 

23~25 Feb Fri~Sun - BIG 3 Auto Parts Exchange 
Fri 12~4pm, Sat 8~4pm, Sun 8~4pm.  

 

06 Mar Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting  
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino 

10 Mar Sat 9am - Tech Seminar - Safety Day  
Jeff Holmes Automotive 8087 Schaefer Ave. Ontario, lunch afterwards 

11 Mar Sun - Daylight Saving Time Begins - Clocks are turned forward 

13 Mar Tue 7pm - General Meeting 

17 Mar Sat - St. Patrick's Day 

18 Mar Sun 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Cracker Barrel 
11612 Amargosa Road, Victorville. Meet at 9:30am, CA-138 McDonalds. 

24 Mar Sat 9am - Highland Citrus Harvest Festival 
Main Street and Cole Avenue, Highland 

31 Mar Sat - Tech Seminar - Brake Safety Day 

 

03 Apr Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting 
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino 

08~10 Apr CCRG - Central California Regional Group Jamboree 

14 Apr Sat 10am - Norton AFB Museum Anniversary (Tentative Date) 
1601 E. 3rd Street in San Bernardino 

17 Apr Tue 7pm - General Meeting 

21 Apr Sat 10am - Hubley Derby 
Women’s Club of San Bernardino 503 W. 31st Street, San Bernardino. Pot Luck 

22 Apr Sun 8am - Orange County Pancake Breakfast 
Hart Park, 701 S. Glassell St., Orange  $6  
Don't forget to bring return address labels to put on your drawing tickets 

 
 
 

Rely on the Website for the most current information 



Blast from the PastBlast from the Past  
From our July 1962 Steering Column newsletter 

(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault 
 

Tour for the month of July 
The Harbor Area Model ‘A’ Restorers Club has 
asked us to join them again this year at Idyllwild 
for an overnight campout. It will be held on 
Saturday July 21 and Sunday July 22 at the 
County Park. Reservations have been made for 
the members of our club that wish to go up 
Saturday morning and camp out Saturday night. 
We will all be able to camp at the same location, 
which should be a ball. If you don't have much 
experience camping, don't let that stop you 
because you will have a lot of company. Some of 
the ladies have been tossing around the idea of 
planning a menu for Saturday night so everyone 
could furnish one dish and all eat together. Who 
knows, they may come up with something! It 
sounds to me like a very good idea because it 
sure would make the load for the ‘A’ lighter and 
at the same time be a lot of fun. 
Sunday morning the Harbor Area Club is putting 
on a “pancake” breakfast and they say the cost 
to each of us will be so low that it will be hard to 
turn down. After the breakfast they are having a 
series of events such as “coast to the line” and 
“blindfold driving with a co-pilot”. The ones that 
went up last year for the Sunday events sure 
had a lot of fun, especially Hoon on the pine 
needles. 
The members that are going up Saturday 
morning are to meet at Snows at 7:30, and leave 
at 8 a.m. sharp. Let's all try to be on time so we 
can get up the hill before it gets hot.  
The members that can't make it Saturday but are 
going up Sunday morning are to meet at Snows 
at 6:30 and leave at 7 a.m. sharp. The reason for 
the earlier hour is that the breakfast at Idyllwild is 
to start at 9 a.m. and it is a 64 mile trip. 
At the camp there are, of course, restrooms and 
there are also showers (sun heated water). The 
charge for camping is 50¢ per ten people if we 
all camp at the same location and 50¢ per car if 
we camp separately at different locations. The 
elevation is 5400 ft. and the night temperature is 
about 50 degrees. There are 26 miles of freeway 
and expressway driving and 38 miles of good 2 
lane highway by way of Hemet. It is only 8 miles 
shorter by way of Banning and the climb is pretty 
steep, so it appears to be much better to go by 
way of Hemet. 
Throw your bags (sleeping, that is) in the ‘A’ and 
let's go up and have some fun! 
 
P.S. For those of you that want to remain 
civilized, you might be able to find a motel. 

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month  
(except August and December which are at a different place and time) 

Little League Western Region Headquarters 
6707 North Little League Drive 

San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749 

The Roaring Twenties 
The Birth of Mass Culture  
During the 1920s, many Americans had extra money to spend, 
and they spent it on consumer goods such as ready-to-wear 
clothes and home appliances like electric refrigerators. In 
particular, they bought radios. The first commercial radio station 
in the U.S., Pittsburgh’s KDKA, hit the airwaves in 1920; three 
years later there were more than 500 stations in the nation. By 
the end of the 1920s, there were radios in more than 12 million 
households. People also went to the movies: Historians estimate 
that, by the end of the decades, three-quarters of the American 
population visited a movie theater every week. 
But the most important consumer product of the 1920s was the 
automobile. Low prices (the Ford Model T cost just $260 in 
1924) and generous credit made cars affordable luxuries at the 
beginning of the decade; by the end, they were practically 
necessities. In 1929 there was one car on the road for every five 
Americans. Meanwhile, an economy of automobiles was born: 
Businesses like service stations and motels sprang up to meet 
drivers’ needs. 
The Jazz Age 
Cars also gave young people the freedom to go where they 
pleased and do what they wanted. What many young people 
wanted to do was dance: the Charleston, the cake walk, the 
black bottom, the flea hop. Jazz bands played at dance halls like 
the Savoy in New York City and the Aragon in Chicago; radio 
stations and phonograph records (100 million of which were sold 
in 1927 alone) carried their tunes to listeners across the nation. 
Some older people objected to jazz music’s “vulgarity” and 
“depravity” (and the “moral disasters” it supposedly inspired), but 
many in the younger generation loved the freedom they felt on 
the dance floor. 
Prohibition 
During the 1920s, some freedoms were expanded while others 
were curtailed. The 18th Amendment to the Constitution, ratified 
in 1919, had banned the manufacture and sale of “intoxicating 
liquors,” and at 12 A.M. on January 16, 1920, the federal 
Volstead Act closed every tavern, bar and saloon in the United 
States. From then on, it was illegal to sell any “intoxication 
beverages” with more than 0.5% alcohol. This drove the liquor 
trade underground–now, people simply went to nominally illegal 
speakeasies instead of ordinary bars–where it was controlled by 
bootleggers, racketeers and other organized-crime figures such 
as Chicago gangster Al Capone. (Capone reportedly had 1,000 
gunmen and half of Chicago’s police force on his payroll.) 
To many middle-class white Americans, Prohibition was a way 
to assert some control over the unruly immigrant masses who 
crowded the nation’s cities. For instance, to the so-called “Drys,” 
beer was known as “Kaiser brew.” Drinking was a symbol of all 
they disliked about the modern city, and eliminating alcohol 
would, they believed, turn back the clock to an earlier and more 
comfortable time. 
The “Cultural Civil War” 
Prohibition was not the only source of social tension during the 
1920s. The Great Migration of African Americans from the 
Southern countryside to Northern cities and the increasing 
visibility of black culture—jazz and blues music, for example, and 
the literary movement known as the Harlem Renaissance—
discomfited some white Americans. Millions of people in places 
like Indiana and Illinois joined the Ku Klux Klan in the 1920s. To 
them, the Klan represented a return to all the “values” that the 
fast-paced, city-slicker Roaring Twenties were trampling. 
Likewise, an anti-Communist “Red Scare” in 1919 and 1920 
encouraged a widespread nativist, or anti-immigrant, hysteria. 
This led to the passage of an extremely restrictive immigration 
law, the National Origins Act of 1924, which set immigration 
quotas that excluded some people (Eastern Europeans and 
Asians) in favor of others (Northern Europeans and people from 
Great Britain, for example). 
These conflicts–what one historian has called a “cultural Civil 
War” between city-dwellers and small-town residents, 
Protestants and Catholics, blacks and whites, “New Women” 
and advocates of old-fashioned family values–are perhaps the 
most important part of the story of the Roaring Twenties. 



It Jumps Out of Gear! 
by Tom Endy 

T h e  M o de l  A  F o r d 
Transmission: Jumping out of 
gear is a common complaint 
one often hears about the 
Model A transmission. Ford 
issued a service bulletin 
(December 1928, page 303) 
stating that the cause is 
excessive clearance between 
the main shaft (A-7060) and 
the two slider gears (A-7101 
and A-7100). To correct this 
phenomenon Ford decreed 
that when ever one of these 
parts is replaced, they must all 
three be replaced as an 
assembly with hand selected 
and fitted parts. I have come to 
the conclusion that this was an 
excellent way to increase parts 
sales, and is not necessarily 
the culprit. Ford would have 
one believe they had hired 
Henry Aldrich to sit in the stock 
room selecting the three parts 
into matched assemblies. 

A Shopping List: 

There are a whole host of 
factors that can cause the 
jumping out phenomenon. The 
main shaft clearance may be 
one factor, but I believe it is 
way at the bottom of the 
shopping list. A transmission 
that wants to jump out of gear 
may be suffering, to some 
degree, from several of these 
factors. Any one of which may 
not be sufficient to cause a 
problem, but the cumulative 
affect may be what’s going on. 
It’s kind of like a plane crash. 
Usually there is no one factor 
that causes the accident; it is 
the cumulative affect of a 
number of them that brings the 
plane down. When addressing 
a jumping out problem it is a 
good idea to consider and 
inspect for all of the factors and 
correct them as you proceed. 

 T 
he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a 

Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event.  The 

Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper 

until awarded to another vehicle.  

The Tower: 

The easiest thing is to attack 
the tower first. Try another 
known good tower before you 
go to all the trouble of pulling 
the transmission. A number of 
worn parts in the tower can 
cause the jumping out. 

The two rails (A-7240 and      
A-7241) have very defined 
slots cut into them to hold the 
shifting forks in the position 
selected. The rails can become 
worn, leaving little definition in 
the slots, with wear trails 
leading to and from them. The 
two lock plungers (A-7233) can 
also be worn on the ends so as 
to not snap smartly into the rail 
slots. These parts should be 
replaced if found excessively 
worn. The repo lock plungers 
work ok, but I have no 
experience with repo rails, I 
usual ly look for good 
serviceable originals. The two 
shifting forks (A-7230) can 
become worn in the area 
where the ball on the end of 
the gearshift lever (A-7209) 
operates their movement. This 
area can be welded up and 
filed down to the original 
dimensions. The ball on the 
end of the gearshift lever can 
also become worn square This 
too can be welded up and filed 
down to approximately the half 
inch diameter it originally was. 
A repo gearshift lever 
replacement will also work very 
well. A nice fit of the shift lever 
ball inside the two cut outs in 
the two forks helps hold the 
gears in the position selected. 

The Transmission Itself: 

The gears ins ide the 
transmission are all straight cut 
as opposed to being helical cut 
(at an angle) as is the case in 
f u t u r e  t r a n s m i s s i o n 
development. 

Straight cut gears want to be in 
reasonably good alignment or 
they may decide to “walk” out 
of the selected position. There 
are a number of things that can 
cause misalignment. The pilot 
end of the input shaft (A-7017-B) 
can become worn and grooved 
from operating in a seized 
flywheel bearing (A-7600). This 
causes the input shaft to 
wander around and contribute 
to jumping out. The pilot end 
can be repaired by machining it 
down and pressing on a sleeve 
to snugly fit a flywheel bearing. 
The flywheel bearing should 
always be replaced when 
installing a new clutch. The 
roller bearing (A-7118) that 
rides inside the rear end of the 
pilot shaft and on the front end 
of the main shaft may be failed 
as well as the race surfaces of 
both shafts. This will also 
cause the two shafts to wander 
around (and also make a lot of 
noise). The very front of the 
high\second slider gear         
(A-7101) has slots cut into it 
that grab hold of the end of the 
rear gear on the pilot shaft 
when shifted into high gear. 
These slots can become worn, 
losing their definition, causing 
a sloppy union. The same can 
be said for extreme wear found 
on the rear of the gear on the 
end of the pilot shaft. Inspect 
the front slider gear carefully, 
and if the slots appear to be 
excessively worn, replace the 
slider. Excessively worn teeth 
on the cluster gear (A-7113) 
and either or both of the two 
slider gears can also be a 
contributing factor to jumping 
out. It is also a good idea to 
check the fit of the main shaft 
and the two slider gears just to 
pacify Ford. Forget about 
buying a new matched set, 
however, Henry Aldrich retired 
years ago. 

 

 

 

 

Lubrication: Poor Quality 
Reproduction Gears: 

Lubrication of the transmission 
was originally specified to be 
600W oil. No one today knows 
exactly what that was. Each 
Model A parts supplier sells 
something called 600W, but 
they all seem to be different. 
The 600W Bratton sells is my 
choice. 

It is a mixture of Shell gear oil 
and STP. It is very thick and 
stringy and clings well to the 
main shaft and sliders. The 
selection of lubrication used, I 
believe, plays an important 
factor in not jumping out of 
gear. The use of thinner oil, on 
the other hand, is a 
contributing factor. Bratton’s 
600W is also recommended for 
use in the differential and the 
steering box. Poor quality 
reproduction gears can be a 
definite factor in the jumping 
out phenomenon. A few years 
ago the Model A market was 
s u b j e c t e d  t o  g e a r s 
manufactured in Argentina. I 
had a personal experience with 
such gears. A car came into 
the shop that would not stay in 
any gear. The transmission 
had been recently overhauled. 
The cluster and two slider 
gears were brand new and had 
Argentina stamped on them. 
The two sliders appeared to fit 
snugly enough on the main 
shaft, but all three gears 
looked very strange, like they 
had been machined out of a 
large block of steel. The 
transmission was removed and 
reinstalled twice before it was 
decided to replace the three 
gears with some used 
originals. The problem went 
away after that. 

Outside The Transmission: 

The alignment of other 
components in the Model A 
drive train should also be 
considered. One very often 
overlooked area is the 
alignment of the clutch housing 
that sits between the rear of 
the engine block and the bell 
housing. Two horse shoe 
shaped brass shims, .010 each 
(A-6400) should be installed at 
the two holes the accelerator 
pedal mechanism bolts to. The 
shims go between the engine 
block and the clutch housing 
ears. Many times these are 
found missing. Their purpose is 
to compensate for the 
thickness of the gasket used 
between the engine block and 
the lower part of the clutch 
housing. The gasket and the 
shims should be the same 
thickness. 

However, today they are all 
over the map. 

Depending on the supplier, the 
gasket can be anywhere from 
.006 to .018 thick. The proper 
shimming and alignment of the 
clutch housing is another 
subject however. A very good 
article by Bill Barlow on this 
subject appeared in the April 
2004 publication of the Victoria 
Association Bustle. 

Many clutch housings have 
been damaged over the years 
and cannot be properly aligned 
and should be replaced. Much 
of the damage comes from 
people changing a timing gear. 
The front of the engine is 
jacked up after the front motor 
mount is removed so as to be 
able to get the front timing 
cover off. If the engine has the 
original solid rear motor 
mounts, something has to give 
because the engine can’t bend. 
Usually the clutch housing 
cracks at the two bottom 
mounting bolts. Most clutch 
housings seen at swap meets 
have the offending two cracks. 

Misaligned or out of tolerance 
clutch housings are also an 
avenue to premature clutch 
failure. 

Good Quality Reproduction 
Gears: 

In the past few years good 
quality U.S. made gears have 
become available from Bratton, 
Snyder, and Mac’s. John 
LaVoy of Model A Times fame 
advised that he installed a 
complete set of new U.S. made 
transmission gears in a car and 
drove it to the MAFCA Portland 
National last summer. John 
reports that the transmission 
was very smooth and quiet. 
This is good news as good 
serviceable original gears are 
becoming increasingly hard to 
find. Purchasing brand new 
transmission gears is an 
expensive route to take 
however.☺ 



1931
1931  1928

1928  
Model A Model A --  pparelpparel 

A walking suit (skirt, blouse and sweater) 
paired with a sturdy pair of mid-heel Oxfords, 
Mary Jane, or T-Strap shoes is the most 
utilitarian of street dress.  A tailored dress 
made of a silk blend crepe or wool was also 
appropriate. 

Colors for city folk were a bit on the drab side: 
black, navy, grey, tan, and olive green. 
Country folk and seaside dwellers liked color: 
white in summer, yellow, red, blue, and light 
grey year round. The difference between city 
and country clothing in Europe was far more 
pronounced than in America.  Americans loved 
to disobey fashion “rules” and wore whatever 
color they personally liked. 

For women who worked “women’s jobs”– such 
as teachers, secretaries, journalists and 
telephone operators – a day dress or skirt and 
blouse set was what was worn. The fanciness 
of the attire was a personal or professional 
preference. 

Accessories with a suit or dress would match a 
woman’s outfit and be kept simple. No bold 
jewelry, embellished hats, or large purses are 
needed for running small errands. Even 
stockings should have backseams, matte and 
only semi-sheer at the most. 

To answer the question “What did 
women and men wear in the 
1920s?”, it all depends on what 
they were doing, with whom, and 
at what time of day. Here you will 
learn about the types of clothing 
women and men wore for specific 
occasions.  

Something that stands out about 
vintage fashion prior to the ’60s is 
how often men and women 
changed clothing in one day. 
There was an outfit for every time 
of day, every type of outing, and 
every type of party. Add to that 
specific types of clothing for your 
age, class and occupation, and you have one 
huge wardrobe! My goodness, I get cranky if I 
have to change clothes more than twice a day.  
I can’t imagine having to think about 
appropriate dress for every single activity. 

Each type of clothing in a 1920s closet had a 
certain set of guidelines as to when they were 
to be worn. What were the “rules” for morning 
dress, afternoon dress, and evenings? What 
about going to school or working? 

1920s Women’s Home Dress 

While at home in the company of 
just family, clothing was at its 
most comfortable state. 

The housewife wore a simple 
cotton dress, thick black cotton 
stockings, and low heel Oxfords. 
Dresses were colorful plaids, 
checks, stripes, or solid colors 
with pretty embroidery and trim 
such as lace or rick rack. 
Housedresses often had white 
collars. A woman’s apron was 
u s u a l l y  h a n d m a d e .  T h e 
housedresses and aprons were 
basic yet durable enough for the 
rigors of 1920s household chores 
(vacuums, washers, and irons 
we r e  j u s t  e n t e r i n g  t h e 
marketplace).  For the very poor, a cotton 
housedress was the only outfit for the day. 

When a woman was done with her housewife 
chores, it was time to run some errands while 
her husband went to work. Clothing was still 
simple but of a higher quality than cotton prints. 



The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The 
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link 
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If 
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship. 

Because we couldn't survive without the generosity of our sponsors, saying 'thank you' 

just isn't enough. This page shines a spotlight on our sponsors.  

 

Here the donors will shine under our Spotlight on our Sponsor in 2018! 

 

Thanks so much for being one of our sponsors this year. 

We would love for you to get to know our incredible sponsors in our Sponsor Spotlight! 

 

Support Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors  

 

Jenny's Family Restaurant 

7750 Palm Ave Ste R 

Highland, CA 92346  

 

pvmac.org
http://www.aaaplumbing-heatingandair.com/
http://www.handhantique.com/
https://sites.google.com/site/arizonamodela/


P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  
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R i a l t o ,  C A  9 2 3 7 7 - 1 1 2 0  
p v m a f c @ g m a i l . c o m  
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