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I N S T A L L A T I O N

B A N Q U E T

‘Tis the season to be Merry with the forty-seven members present at
the annual Installation Banquet hosted by our sponsor, The Mill
Creek Cattle Company & Diamond Jims Saloon in Mentone. We
were ready to begin to celebrate starting with the meet-and-greet
prior to the dinner.
The Banquet Room had already
been decorated for the season but
with the added finishing touches by
Edna and crew with the table decorations, it made for a very festive
holiday banquet.
But before we began to celebrate there was the important task of
welcoming the new board. Officers and Board Members raised their
hand and were sworn in with this being Phil Messenger’s second term as President, Ron Blackwell
as Vice President, Sheri Racobs as Treasurer and Monica Dirac
who thankfully once again, is continuing to be our Secretary.
Tom Valdez truly wanted to attend our annual banquet but
discovered that his car license plate was missing. To eliminate the
possible citation for no plates, decided not drive and would rather
be safe than sorry. He was not the only one to miss out on a great
meal though. Tom wished everyone had a good time, a great meal,
and that the installation of new officers went well.
C h r i s t m a s

P a r a d e s

The school marching bands had tuned up, the parade
participants were eager to start and we were ready to roll.
Finally as our turn came, we advanced into the procession all
decorated for the spectators to see.
The Redlands Christmas
parade was held on December
2nd. We had six cars, covered
with lots of lights and
d e co ra t io n s. W e re ce i ve d
many complements from
people walking by the staging
area before the parade even
s t a rt e d . T h i s p a r a d e is a
nighttime parade and was well attended by so many children
and adults. Everywhere you looked you saw smiling faces. After
the parade, we went to Nick's Burgers for dinner, one of our
favorite places to meet and eat.

9 Dec - S.B. YMCA Christmas Parade

This year the San Bernardino Family YMCA Christmas Parade
was held on the second Saturday in December. It was a smaller
parade but we had a great time. We had six cars in attendance
but most of the female members were not able to participate
due to flu and cold season. The weather was great and after the
parade we went to brunch at the Mexico Cafe located across
the street from the end of the parade. It was the first time I've
eaten there, and I enjoyed the great food and company.
Phil

10 Dec - Installation Banquet

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message
Greeting Club Members
On December 10th Paradise
Valley Model A Ford Club
held their annual Board
member installation Banquet
and Holiday Party. I want to
thank Edna for all her hard
work, putting the party
together and for the beautiful
centerpieces. Thank you to Ron and Mike for
all of the pictures taken throughout the year
and displayed on the big screen throughout
the party. I enjoyed reminiscing and seeing all
of our fun events. Thank you to Earl Aceves Jr.
for the beautiful saxophone music played
during the dinner, and a special thank you to
all of the members who were installed as
incoming Board Members, and all of the
committee members for next year.
I hope everyone had a wonderful
Thanksgiving dinner, and a joyous Christmas
with family and friends. I wish you all
happiness and good health for the New Year.
Remember the more people that come out to
our events, the more successful and more fun
we have, so I hope to see everyone show up
and bring your cars out during the new year.

Phil Messenger
President

Officers
President - Phil Messenger
Vice President - Ron Blackwell
Treasurer - Sheri Racobs
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves
Member-at-Large - Nancy Aceves
Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez

Committee Directors
Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup
Installation / Holiday Banquet - Edna Blackwell
MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan
MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan
Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Model A-pparel - Vacant
Parades - Dan Alford
Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski

Birthdays
04 Jan - Marsha Schneider
08 Jan - Marlin Brandt
24 Jan - Karen Cornelius
26 Jan - Renee Richmond
30 Jan - Judy Spurlin

Anniversaries

01 Jan - Stewart, Glenn & Glenna
22 Jan - Rhoda, Kirk & Naomi

Photographer - Ron Blackwell
Raffles - John Benson
Refreshments - Nancy Aceves
Sponsorship - Tom Valdez
Sunshine - Nancy Aceves
Swap Meet - Tom Spurlin
Tech - Tom Spurlin
TYHTB - Vacant
Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin
Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski
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Call to Order – Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:00pm, followed by the Flag Salute.
We have another new member, Doug Solberg who joined at the Swap Meet. Doug has two 1929
Closed Cab Pickups and a 1929 Roadster. They are all registered and running, they all have
mechanical brakes and none have an overdrive.
Phil acknowledged the November birthdays and anniversaries. Ron and Jeanene Buchanan have
been married for sixty-four years!
Minutes – Monica Dirac – Sheri Racobs proposed a motion to accept the minutes as printed in the
Steering Column, Ron seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion approved.
Treasurer’s Report – Sheri Racobs – Money is still coming in.
Elections – Phil Messenger
President for 2018
Ron Blackwell
Vice President
Sheri Racobs
Treasurer
Monica Dirac
Secretary
Earl Aceves
Member-at-Large
Nancy Aceves
Member-at-Large
Tom Valdez
Member-at-Large
Vice President – Dan Alford – There is no change in the Bone Award.
Parades – Dan Alford – 2nd December is the Redlands Christmas Parade, line up starts at
4:00pm, Parade starts at 6:00pm. After the Parade we will eat at Nick’s Burgers.
9th December – YMCA Chrstmas Parade in San Bernardino.
Ray Tate – Ray gave a brief talk about one of our past members, Billy Keirns, affectionately known
as Pappy. Ray visited Billy and tried to talk to him but Billy is having health problems. He used to
be an active member of our club, always willing to help other members with their car problems, and
ensuring that they could keep their cars running.
Renee Huston – Renee organized a progressive breakfast for Club members last January and is
planning another for January 2018. The date selected by the Board is 21 January. We will start at
8:00am at Renee and John’s house in Grand Terrace for juice and donuts, then on to the Benson’s
house in Colton for the main course and finishing at Ernie and Joe’s place in Redlands for desert.
Kirk Rhoda is one of our new members. His brother Ron works for KVCR. The station is looking
for new ideas to fill the vacancy left by Huell Houser. Kirk’s brother is interested in coming with us
to the CCRG meeting next year and filming our adventures on the trip. Ron would like to come to
our next General Meeting and give us more information. This would provide great publicity for our
Club as well as for other Ford Model A Clubs.
Tech Talk – Richard Bronstrup – Instead of a Tech Session next week we will tidy up the Swap
Meet stuff stored in Richard’s trailer. The time has been changed, meet at 10.00am.
Richard gave a Tech Talk on water pumps and had plenty of parts for us to examine. Original
water pumps needed to be greased every 500 miles. Today one can purchase a leakless, fully
assembled water pump that does not need greasing for between $100 to $200. Richard
recommended pinning the fan on to the shaft. Fans that break loose can do a lot of damage to the
radiator. Some modern fans are made from aluminum and will not damage the radiator if they
come loose but the down side is that they can break with no warning. Richard recommended
carrying a spare fan belt with you in your Model A and to always use original parts when possible.
Phil thanked Richard for the talk.
Other Business – Shirley gave all the small samples of soap, shampoo etc. that members had
collected, to her sister to take to Ronald McDonald House in Loma Linda. They were very grateful
for the donation. Keep collecting!
Phil thanked for the refreshments.
Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 8.20pm.
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01 Jan Mon - New Years Day Tour of Temecula Valley Model A Club
02 Jan Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting
Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

06 Jan Sat 11am - Pappy Keirn's memorial service
Green Acres Memorial Park 11715 Cedar Ave, Bloomington

09 Jan Tue 7pm - General Meeting
21 Jan Sun 8:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Progressive Breakfast
Huston - Benson - Dierking

27~28 Jan Sat & Sun - Turlock Swapmeet
04 Feb Sun - Superbowl
06 Feb Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

13 Feb Tue - General Meeting 7pm
14 Feb Wed - Valentine’s Day
18 Feb Sun - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Law’s Oak Glen Coffee Shop
38392 Oak Glen Road, Yucaipa
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23~25 Feb Fri~Sun - BIG 3 Auto Parts Exchange
Fri 12~4pm, Sat 8~4pm, Sun 8~4pm.

06 Mar Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

10 Mar Sat - Tech Seminar - Brake Safety Day
11 Mar Sun - Daylight Saving Time Begins - Clocks are turned forward
13 Mar Tue 7pm - General Meeting
17 Mar Sat - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Cracker Barrel
11612 Amargosa Rd, Victorville

24 Mar Sat - Highland Citrus Harvest Festival
Rely on the Website for the most current information

Central California Regional Group Jamboree - 8~10 April 2018
Cambria, CA - Host: Santa Barbara Chapter
MAFCA National Convention - 24~29 June 2018
Reno-Sparks, Nevada
Northern California Regional Group Roundup - 27~30 May 2019
Santa Rosa, CA - Host: Sonoma A's
Northwest Regional Group - 22~25 August 2019
Bellevue WA - Host: Evergreen Model A Club

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.

Betty Boop is regarded as one of the
first and most famous sex symbols
on the animated screen; she is a
symbol of the Depression era, and a
reminder of the more carefree days
of Jazz Age flappers. Her popularity
was drawn largely from adult
audiences, and the cartoons, while
seemingly surreal, contained many
sexual and psychological elements,
particularly in the 1932 "Talkartoon"
Minnie the Moocher, featuring Cab Calloway
and his orchestra.
Betty Boop made her first appearance on
August 9, 1930, in the cartoon Dizzy Dishes the
seventh installment in Fleischer's Talkartoon
series. Although Clara Bow is often given as
being the model for Boop, she actually began
as a caricature of singer Helen Kane.
Betty Boop was unique among female cartoon
characters because she represented a sexual
woman. Other female cartoon characters of the
same period, such as Minnie Mouse, displayed
their underwear or bloomers regularly, in the
style of childish or comical characters, not a
fully defined woman's form. Many other female
cartoons were merely clones of their male costars, with alterations in costume, the addition
of eyelashes, and a female voice. Betty Boop
wore short dresses, high heels, a garter, and
her breasts were highlighted with a low,
contoured bodice that showed cleavage.
The content of her films was affected by the
National Legion of Decency and the Production
Code of 1934. The Production Code of 1934
imposed guidelines on the Motion Picture
Industry and placed specific restrictions on the
content films could reference with sexual
innuendos. This greatly affected the Betty Boop
cartoons.
No longer a carefree flapper from the date the
code went into effect on July 1, 1934, Betty
became a spinster housewife or a career girl
who wore a fuller dress or
skirt. Additionally, as time
progressed, the curls in her
hair gradually decreased.
She also eventually stopped
wearing her gold bracelets
and hoop earrings, and she
became more mature and
wiser in personality.

Blast from the Past

From our June 1962 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") Spelling is not this Editors fault

Extra events make May busy month
Our Club was represented by five A's at the
Cinco de Mayo parade in Redlands. This is the
first year that the parade has been held and
there was a good turnout. Members taking their
cars where Spies, Lawrence, Hendricks, Speier,
and Hoon.
**********
North Vista High in Riverside requested an hour
Club to show several of our A’s at their school
Fair on May 26th. Cars were placed on display
by Montigel, Cropay, Cox, Martin, Spies, and
Hoon. The kids really went for Cropay’s pickup.
**********
Special meeting set for June 26th
The meeting of June 26th should be of special
interest to club members. Through the efforts of
Neal Gann, we will have a guest speaker his
C.H.P Captain who will discuss safety on the
highways as it pertains to our A's. Please be
prepared with any questions that you might like
to have answered that evening.
Remember to drive you're ‘A’ to the meeting that
night.
**********
PVMAFC
Milestone Anniversaries
5 Years
Dan and Rory Deane
Cal and Helen Knauer
Nancy Nelson
10 Years
Bryan and Carol Glidewell
Ray & Sherry Williams
15 Years
Dan and Cathy Alford
25 Years
John Huston and Renee Richmond
Mark and Julie Sandefur
35 Years
David and LeeAnn Northrop
45 Years
Midge Bronstrup
55 Years
Ron and Jeanene Buchanan

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Little League Western Region Headquarters
6707 North Little League Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749

T

he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle.

Exhaust Manifold
The early style Model A
manifold used from 1928 to
1931 has a round outlet cross
section. This first style is the A9430 used for 1928-31 Model
A's. The outlet on this manifold
points primarily downward, not
rearward.
In late 1931 the A-9430
manifold had a reinforced
teardrop shape cross section
of the outlet behind the number
4 mounting stud. This design
was also used on 1933-34 four
cylinder passenger and truck.
Original Ford exhaust
manifolds have the casting
pattern number located on the
outboard side.
The 1933-34 Model 40/46 four
cylinder cars and commercial
exhaust manifold 46-9430 is
the same as the Model A
manifold, but with the 46-9430
part number cast in the visible
surface.
It was Ford's typical practice in
that era to renumber parts with
the latest production usage
prefix, though there was no
actual change to the part itself.
The Model 46 manifold 469430 was just a reincarnation
of the last production design
Model A exhaust manifold with
no change other than part
number prefix.
Exhaust Manifold Warpage
Model A exhaust manifolds are
well known for warpage and
sealing problems. The basic
manifold design has a couple
of shortcomings which lead to
problems. First, there are only
four attaching studs and there
are no attachments at the front
or rear extremes of the
manifold.
This bolt pattern allows an
uneven clamp load which can
allow leakage at the
unclamped ends, as well as
differential movement to the
block with manifold expansion
a n d co n t ra ct io n d u rin g
temperature changes.

Second, the exhaust outlet is
located at the far rear rather
than at or near the center of
the manifold.
The position of the outlet at the
rear means that all four
cylinders' exhaust heat is
transferred and saturated at
the rear port area. In contrast,
the area at the number one
port 'benefits' from cooling air
from the radiator fan and the
heat from only the number one
cylinder.
This uneven distribution of heat
along the manifold, combined
with a less than ideal
attachment pattern, allows the
manifold to expand and
contract unevenly during
heating and cooling cycles.
Additionally, the weight of the
muffler is suspended from the
rear of the manifold, and adds
an ever-present downward
force on the hottest portion of
the manifold.
Now just for fun throw in the
fact that a great many Model
A's also do not have proper
ignition timing, and owners like
to idle them at very low rpm's
and tend to drive with the spark
too far retarded.
This late timing condition
causes fuel to continue burning
and releasing heat after
passing into the exhaust
manifold.
This
adds
tremendous heat energy into
the casting and actually can
make the casting glow red hot
as many people have
experienced.
As the droop or sag at the
number 4 port on a Model A
manifold. The first three ports
remain in line, but the number
4
port
has
dropped
significantly.
This type of warpage is the
primary failure. Manifolds do
not seem to change shape or
warp in the machined gasket
surface plane. Re-surfacing the
gasket surface is really of no
value in addressing the typical

warped manifold.
The up/down alignment of the
four ports is really the concern.
Typically the first three ports
remain in a straight line, and
the fourth port drops 1/8 inch
or more.
If the port drops 1/8 inch then it
is very difficult to align and seal
the manifold and gasket to the
engine block. The likelihood of
an exhaust leak is very high.
Sag of the rear port by more
than 1/8 inch is a good signal
to start looking for a
replacement manifold, or be
prepared to deal with exhaust
leaks at that area.
Muffler Tail Pipe Clamp
Have you ever wondered why
the exhaust manifold on a
Model A becomes distorted
and leaks after years of
operation—why the outlet of
the manifold is no longer
vertical? That condition is not
normal; manifolds were not
always that way.
There is a reason for this and it
is not just because of
continuous heating and
cooling. Many people installing
the muffler will tighten the
clamp bolt where it fastens the
muffler/tail pipe to the frame,
obviously to keep it from
rattling.
This bolt is only supposed to
be little more than hand tight.
That is the reason for the
castellated nut and cotter pin—
so that the bolt will not become
un-screwed and fall off. The
reason for this is to allow the
tail pipe to slide forward and
backward when the exhaust
system is heated and cooled
alternatively. If the clamp is
over-tightened the exhaust
manifold actually bends when
the muffler expands.
Yes, cast iron will ‘bend’ under
these
conditions.
So
remember, do not over-tighten
your muffler/tail pipe clamp.
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Model A - pparel

Hairstyling in the Model A Era

By Jackie Brooks

Men of the business and social world were
most often clean shaven, wore parted, short
hair, often slicked down with pomade.
Sideburns were usually short. Mustaches were
small and less frequently seen. Hats were worn
during Formal events, with business suits, and
sporting activities, but removed when indoors.
Children’s hair was often a copy
of adults but usually a softer,
more informal version.

Even before
1927, women
had entered
the
working
w o r l d ,
sp e a ke a s y’s
and rumble seats. Many
women cut their “Crowning glory” into short
“Bob’s” (hair worn short and close to the head).
First seen as straight with bangs, it evolved to
softer waved styles. They were achieved with a
heated “Marcel iron”, pin curls or a finger wave.
Machine waves were
also
becoming
popular (if you had
an entire day to
spend in the beauty
salon)
as
they
allowed the styles to
last
between
washings.
Foreheads and cheekbones were usually
softened by “Dips” (waves), or curls.

Longer hair was controlled at the nape of the
neck in one or more soft rolls, a loose knot or
a cluster of curls. Although
loose hair was allowed on
young girls, women were
considered ‘cheap’ if they
wore their hair this way.
Transformations (hairpieces
and
wigs)
became
necessary for ladies who
were growing out their bob’s
uneven neckline, as well as
a fashion statement by some celebrities
wearing flashy colors and silver or gold wigs.
They came in a variety of lengths, shapes and
colors. They were mainly human hair.
To do your own hair you will need setting
lotion or gel to set the wave. Try not to use to
much as it takes a long time to dry. Practice
with waved styles or simple ‘spit curls to find
the styles that look best on you. Be sure your
hair is thoroughly dry before brushing or all
your waves may be lost. The simplest is the
finger wave. They can be straight (parallel) or
angled, whichever is the most flattering,
narrower waves
for more formal
occasions
and
softer,
wider
waves for more
casual
events.
You can achieve
a wave with pin
curls set in rows,
each going in
opposite directions. You will need to be sure
to tuck the ends inside the curl. If left on the
outside, they will be straight and not blend into
the wave. If you are wearing a hat, a simple
‘spit’ curl that shows may be all you need to
get the “Era” look.
Even though it didn’t last long, one of the few
dramatic changes to hairstyles came with the
advent of the Empress Eugenie hat which was
worn perched to the side and required an
asymmetrical hairstyle, all those cute curls
and waves showing on the side.

Support Our Sponsors

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346

Meet our new sponsor - Sizzler at 1800 S. Waterman Avenue San Bernardino. Manager Jose
Castaneda began his career with the Sizzler Corporation in Garden Grove CA. Starting as a
dishwasher, he worked every job he was assigned. After a few months on the job, his favorite
was setting up the salad bar. Jose progressed up the ranks and was promoted to a facility
manager when the position became available. In the future he hopes to continue serving the
public with great meals, an outstanding salad bar with fine dining and fresh ingredients to build
your salads. . The menu on the wall will show their faire and you can have a great meal, salad
bar, soup and fruit and dessert at a senior price. In the future Jose plans to surprise us and
hopes we continue to visit Sizzler.
10 Dec - Installation Banquet

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

9 Dec - S.B. YMCA Christmas Parade

2 Dec - Redlands Christmas Parade
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