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N a t i o n a l T o u r — P a s o R o b l e s t o S a n R a f a e l
The tour was six days, starting in Paso Robles, which is renowned for wineries and
vineyards. At the Estrella War Birds Museum, a facility dedicated to the restoration and
preservation of vintage military aircraft, was the registration and ”Meet & Greet” barbecue.
Due to the bridge wash-out south of Big Sir, there was a planned detour. Sixty Model A
Fords drove around the bridge, going through beautiful farmlands and vineyards. This
detour was a perfect road for the Model A. From there the tour went north on CA Hwy 1
to San Simeon and the Hearst Castle seeing a herd of zebras at the side of the road. It was on up
the coast to Half Moon Bay, Carmel, Monterey Bay, with two nights in Monterey.
Leaving Monterey on Thursday our Model A Ford caravan once again returned to Highway 1.
Almost everyone stopped at the Pigeon Point lighthouse for a photo opportunity. We admired the
wildlife and the views while other passing tourists admired our vintage automobiles. Almost before
we were ready to leave the serenity of the pastoral coast, we arrived on the outskirts of San
Francisco, drove through Golden Gate Park, and across the bridge to our hotel in San Rafael in
Marin County. Participants celebrated arriving at our final destination with a delicious banquet.
Model A Fords can be difficult to manipulate on San Francisco’s hilly terrain and intense traffic.
Therefore we temporarily abandoned our autos. A ferry crossing and the sights of San Francisco
were the order of the day. Once again the weather cooperated and enhanced the day’s excursion.
Participants were able to pick and choose exactly which of San Francisco’s tourist treasures they
wanted to explore. A few stayed behind to gear up for the long journey home the following day.
It should be noted that it was many members of the Bakersfield Model A Club that organized and
prepared this national tour on MAFCA’s behalf. They did an amazing job and I can guarantee that at
least two of the participants thoroughly appreciated their efforts.
C. Alford
P a s t
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On October 21st, our club was asked to bring our cars to the Mt. View Mortuary and Cemetery in
San Bernardino for their annual "Past Meets Present" day. There was a horse-drawn hearse,
followed by two full trams, along with many more people walking, about 200 in all attended. We had
six cars from our club following the trams. We traveled from grave site to grave site, 16 in all, to
listen to the relatives talk about their ancestors buried there. Some
were everyday people who were early settlers and contributors to
the San Bernardino County. There were also relatives of James
Earp, the brother of Wyatt Earp who is one of the more well known
buried there. We got to talk quite a bit to the relatives of Randy
Rhoads, the guitarist for Ozzy Osbourne and the band, Black
Sabbath. He died in a plane crash. His presenter, Ernie Kaiser told
us about Randy and his untimely death as he hitched a ride in the
rumble seat of Dave Cornelius's car. Thank you to Nick Cataldo for
coordinating this event and inviting us to attend.
M e m b e r

a s k s f o r f o r g i v e n e s s
The October General Meeting was
our Halloween costume event
having members appear in
costume to celebrate the evening.
As some shook their booty and
another asked for forgiveness for
running out of gas while leading a
tour. Thank you to all who dressed
up, especially Earl Aceves who
dressed up as the Beast and
brought
his
adorable
granddaughter as Belle.

24 ~ 29 Sep - MAFCA National Tour

21 Oct - Past Meets Present

10 Oct - Halloween General Meeting

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message

Greetings fellow members,
Hope you all survived the Halloween goblins.
Sorry I missed the demolition
derby trip on October 7th. Thank
you, Judy Spurlin for putting that
together. Those who attended
said it was so much fun and they
had a great time.
As usual, I enjoyed the brunch at
Cal Baptist University. Those that
missed it need to come to our
monthly "Take Your Honey To Brunch", we always
have good food, lots of fun and a chance to catch up.
Thanks to all who dressed up for the Oct General
Meeting. The costumes were great and so creative.
The weather has been so nice, I took
advantage of it and took my car out to some
local events. On 30 September, Shirley and I
were in the Apple Valley Trails parade, where
we won second place and was presented a
certificate and $50 at the Apple Valley Town
Council Meeting on Oct 24th. While we were
lined up for the parade, we were asked by one
of the event coordinators to attend the Apple
Valley airshow on October 14th. There was so
much to see, the Red Eagles Aerobatic
Formation team, "Wardog T-6, Just In Time
Skydivers, West Coast Ravens Formation
Team, the military warbirds like the F4U
Corsair, P-38 Lighting, P-51 Red tail Mustang,
and a P-40 Warhawk from Planes of Fame Air
Museum. There was always something going
on in the air and beautiful cars on the ground.
October 13th we went to the San Bernardino
fairgrounds in Victorville to see the historical
military vehicles arrive. There were 80 vintage
military vehicles in a convoy that started out in
Chicago and were on their way to Santa
Monica, following Route 66. They made a short
20 minute stop in Victorville where we were
able to get up close and talk to the drivers.
After a proclamation was presented they
proceeded through Hesperia, we followed
along with other classic cars. As we went back
home the streets were lined with people
waving flags and cheering them on.
We also participated in the "Hot Rod
Halloween" on October 28th at the Civic
Center in Hesperia. We passed out candy to
about 2,000 children at the Trunk or Treat. We
won a plague for best decorated car.
So get your cars out there, people love to see them.

Phil Messenger
President

Birthdays

Officers
President - Phil Messenger
Vice President - Dan Alford
Treasurer - Sheri Racobs
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves
Member-at-Large - Ron Blackwell
Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez

Committee Directors
Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup
Installation / Holiday Banquet - Edna Blackwell
MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan
MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan
Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Model A-pparel - Vacant
Parades - Dan Alford
Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski
Photographer - Ron Blackwell
Raffles - John Benson
Refreshments - Nancy Aceves
Sponsorship - Tom Valdez
Sunshine - Nancy Aceves
Swap Meet - Vacant
Tech - Richard Bronstrup

08 Nov - Ernie Dierking
03 Dec - Carol Glidewell
13 Nov - Cheri Bronstrup 05 Dec - Irma Lowe
TYHTB - Vacant
14 Nov - Mark Sandefur 10 Dec - Cathy Alford
10 Dec - Lyndene Aman
Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin
11 Dec - Glenna Stewart
01 Nov - Brandt, Marlin & Linda
Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski
03 Dec - Williams, Ray & Sherry
22 Dec - Wells, Michael & Heather
28 Dec - Buchanan, Ron & Jeanene
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Call to Order – Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:00pm, followed by the Flag Salute.
Phil welcomed new member Bill Kenny from Hesperia. Bill has a 1931 Tudor and is busy working
on the brakes.
Phil acknowledged the September birthdays and anniversaries. He thanked all the members who
helped at the Swap Meet.
Minutes – Monica Dirac – Sheri Racobs proposed a motion to accept the minutes as printed in the
Steering Column, Ron seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion approved.
Treasurer’s Report – Sheri Racobs – Our bank account is now substantially larger but we still had
to pay bank charges for September as our balance dropped below $6,000. We made just over
$3,000 at the swap meet.
Sunshine – Nancy Aceves – Nancy sent Tim Marquardt a card, he has had part of his foot
amputated.
Parades – Dan Alford. Dan has signed us up for the Redlands Veterans Day Parade on Saturday 11 November.
Line up starts at 7:30am, but if you arrive around 8:30am that should be fine, we are #8.
Tours – Judy Spurlin – No tours planned at the moment.
On 12th October - Air Show in Apple Valley will include several antique planes from the Chino Air
Museum. If you drive your Ford Model A entrance to the Show will be free.
Membership – Ron and Edna Blackwell. Ron has stickers to update your 2017 roster. We have
another new member, Doug Solberg, who joined the Club at our Swap Meet.
President – Phil Messenger - Phil received a phone call from a gentleman living in Riverside who
really enjoyed our Swap Meet; he sold a bunch of stuff plus a car. He heard about our Swap Meet
when he was at the Model T Swap Meet.
Tech Session – Richard Bronstrup – Instead of a Tech Session next month we will meet at
Richards’ house on Tuesday 21st November at 3:30pm to tidy up the Club’s stuff in the trailer.
Power Point Presentation – Cathy Alford gave a power point presentation on their trip to the
MAFCA National Tour – California’s Shores to the Golden Gate. The Tour started in Paso Robles
where the Alfords were surprised to meet up with Rick and Dee. The tour included a visit to Hearst
Castle, to the tiny town of Harmony with a population of eighteen and the Harmony Valley Creamery
as well as the Monterey Bay Aquarium. All the Ford Model A’s drove over the Golden Gate Bridge.
The Tour ended in San Rafael after a visit to the historic China Camp State Park which surrounds
an old Chinese American shrimp fishing village.
Halloween Celebration – Eight of our members entertained us in their Halloween Costumes. These
included Beauty and the Beast, the Invisible Man, the Red Lady and Me, and Doctor Death.
Christmas Party – Please let Edna know if you plan to attend the Christmas Party. It is that time of
year again to renew your dues, let Edna know so she can include your name in next year’s roster.
Cost for dues and banquet for two people is $76.
Other Business – Phil and Shirley went to a car show at Loma Linda. The show included a tour of
Ronald McDonald House at Loma Linda Hospital. Parents of critically ill children can stay in the
house, free of charge, while their child is hospitalized. The house has kitchens where up to five
families can cook their own meals. Loma Linda welcomes donations of those small samples of
shampoo, soap etc. like those supplied in hotels, for the parents to use. Often the families had to
leave home fast, in an emergency with no time to pack. If you can collect any supplies please give
them to Shirley, she will arrange regular trips to Ronald McDonald house to deliver them.
Ron Blackwell has agreed to run for Vice President next year.
Phil thanked for the refreshments.
Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 8:20pm.

07 Nov Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. & Green Burrito 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino
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11 Nov Sat - Redlands Veteran's Day Parade

Lineup: 7:30am, Start: 9am Redlands High School - Club fee: $20

11 Nov Sat 11am - TYHTB at Nick's Burgers 1626 W Redlands Blvd
14 Nov Tue 7pm - General Meeting
18 Nov Sat - A Salute to Veterans Parade, Riverside

Lineup 9am, Starts 10am
Riverside Community College, Magnolia Ave between Ramona Dr. and Terracina Dr.
lunch afterwards with Orange Blossom A's. POC: Cal Knauer

21 Nov Tue 3:30pm - Swapmeet trailer organization at Bronstrup's
Dinner afterwards

02 Dec Sat - Redlands Christmas Parade

Lineup: 4pm, Parade: 6pm State St. and Eureka St.
Enter going South on Center St. to State St. East on State St. to Eureka St.
Don't forget your decorations and lights. Club fee: $20.00.

05 Dec Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting - final day for Board Members ballot
Carl's Jr. & Green Burrito 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

09 Dec Sat - San Bernardino Family YMCA Children’s Christmas Parade
Lineup: 9am, Parade: 10am 21st St. & Valencia Ave, San Bernardino
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09 Dec Sat 11am - TYHTB at Nick's Burgers 1626 W Redlands Blvd
10 Dec Sun 1~5pm Board Members Installation Banquet & Holiday Party
Mill Creek Cattle Company 1874 Mentone Blvd Mentone, CA 92359

12 Dec Tue - General Meeting - NO meeting on this day
01 Jan Mon 8am - New Years Day Tour with Temecula Valley Model A Club
02 Jan Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting
Carl's Jr. & Green Burrito 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

09 Jan Tue 7pm - General Meeting
21 Jan Sun - Progressive Breakfast
26~28 Jan - Turlock Swapmeet
Soon it will be that time of year for the

Board Members Installation Banquet & Holiday Party

L

$28.00 per person
Our Club is again able to partially subsidize this years Banquet.
Wear your fine "Holiday" attire.
1pm - Happy Hour

S

Payment for the Banquet and the 2018 PVMAFC $20 membership dues
may be combined on one check.
Make check payable to Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC)
no later than 5 December 2017. It must now be mailed directly to the Treasurer.
Rely on the Website for the most current information

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.

Blast from the Past

Work Projects Administration
The WPA was the largest and most
ambitious American New Deal
agency, employing millions of
people (mostly unskilled men) to
carry out public works projects,
including the construction of public
buildings and roads. In a much
smaller project, Federal Project Number One, the
WPA employed musicians, artists, writers, actors
and directors in large arts, drama, media, and
literacy projects.
Almost every community in the United States had
a new park, bridge or school constructed by the
agency.
The WPA provided jobs and income to the
unemployed during the Great Depression in the
United States. At its peak in 1938, it provided
paid jobs for three million unemployed men and
women, as well as youth in a separate division,
the National Youth Administration.
Between 1935 and 1943, when the agency was
disbanded, the WPA employed 8.5 million
people. Most people who needed a job were
eligible for employment in some capacity. Hourly
wages were typically set to the prevailing wages
in each area. Full employment, which was
reached in 1942 and emerged as a long-term
national goal around 1944, was not the goal of
the WPA; rather, it tried to provide one paid job
for all family in which the breadwinner suffered
long-term unemployment.
It was liquidated on June 30, 1943, as a result of
low unemployment due to the worker shortage of
World War II. The WPA had provided millions of
Americans with jobs for eight years.
There were many projects in the San Bernardino area.
San Bernardino Perris Hill Park Roosevelt
Bowl, as well as constructing a baseball
stadium, tennis courts, pool, the caretakers
home, installing sprinkler systems and
improving the sewage system.
San Bernardino Valley Junior College Auditorium.
San Bernardino Water Reclamation Plant and
Railroad Yard Viaduct.
San Bernardino Asistencia mission was built
around 1830 and underwent a number of
function and ownership changes in the ensuing
century. In 1925 the County of San Bernardino
took over the property. It was restored in 1937
by the WPA.
Colton Fire Station 211 and BNSF Rail Road
street subway.
Redlands - Hall of Justice, City Hall (former),
Main Post Office, Lugonia Kindergarten,
Redlands High School Girls' Gymnasium, city
sidewalks, coagulating plant, three municipal
water reservoirs.

From our June 1962 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") Spelling is not this Editors fault

Door Opener

I've always been a little interested in model
“A's”. I had a ‘30 coupe and a ‘29 Panel delivery,
but I sold them both when we move to Colton.
While working in the yard one Sunday
afternoon, Randy drove up in his model “A” and
said, “Let's go for a ride.” So I hopped in. We
went to see a model “A” being restored and it
turned out to be Bill Hendricks. I was introduced
to Bill for the first time. He was telling us all
about his “A” and showing it off. After looking at
Bill’s and Randy’s model “A's”, I decided I would
like to have another one. Randy and I left for
Hemet to see one Bill had mentioned. He said it
was a “jewel”, but it was too far gone for me to
tackle.
About two weeks later Bill phoned and told of a
four door sedan sitting in an orange grove in
Bloomington. I went by and picked up Randy
and we drove out to look at it. After looking it
over, I decided to buy it and proceeded to tow it
home. As I brought it in the driveway, Betty was
standing on the back porch hollering, “Take it
back! What on earth are you going to do with
that one? You just got rid of two of those things.”
I finally convinced her we could have a lot of fun
with this one through the model “A” club.
Since we've joined, we've met a lot of wonderful
people and have had a lot of fun.
Sam Hopper

Club Growth Continues

Tim Martin, who has a ‘29 coupe, and Chuck
Foster, owner of a ‘31 cabriolet, were voted into
the club at the May 22 meeting. We are sure
these new members will enjoy the club
activities, - both have already attended events
other than the regular meetings, and we hope to
see them out often.
Welcome, New Members!
T
E
C
H

The 1932 Model B engine
can be used in your
Model A. Make sure you
use the correct timing
gear cover to match your
distributor. The timing pin
hole in the cover is
located differently on the
Model B engine because
of the automatic advance
design of the B distributor.

T
I
P Richard Bronstrup
Tech Chairman

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Little League Western Region Headquarters
6707 North Little League Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749

T

he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle.
MAFCA National Convention
Sparks, Nevada
June 24-29, 2018
Do you like
t r a i n s ,
m i n i n g
towns, auto
museums or
mountain
scenery? If
so,
we’ve
got
the
place
for
you! In seven months from
now, Sparks, Nevada is
expected to host over 500
Model A’s and approximately
1,500 people at the 2018
National Convention.
How can we be so lucky to have
another convention so close?! If
you missed last year’s
convention, you missed a
wonderful event.
Everyone who went last year is
planning on going again next
year.
So, look at your calendar and
schedule June 24-29, 2018 for
the MAFCA Sparks convention!
There will be a lot to do and
see. Whet your appetite by
watching their introductory
video.
You can pick and choose what
activities you want to participate
in. They have vehicle and
fashion judging, fashion and
tech seminars, driving tours,
Hubley races, a repair tent, a
tourist railroad, an auto and
railroad museum, and much
more.
You can keep up with the latest
information by subscribing to
their early bird.
The newsletter is only available
electronically however. We will
be highlighting the information
they have on their newsletter
here when they post it.
So, remember to mark your
calendars now so you won’t
have conflicts later. It is worth
every minute and every penny!

Let’s all go together and have a
good time.
There are a number of selfguided tours that will be
available during the week of the
National Convention. One such
tour is a trip to Virginia City. It is
about 25 miles from Sparks, or
about an hour’s drive with a
climb from 4,400 to 6,200 feet.
“Virginia City is known as the
home of the Comstock Lode
and one of the largest mining
camps west of Denver. Virginia
City is a result of the discovery
of the first major silver deposit in
the United States in 1859.
By the early 1870’s the
population increased to 25,000.
As the deposits declined, so did
the population, which at present
is about 850.
There are more things to do
than can be done in a day, so
pick your activities ahead of
time, and make reservations if
needed before you get there.
Here are some of the things you
can do while in Virginia City:
V & T Railroad:
“Take a Ride on the V&T: Travel
aboard Nevada's most famous
short line, and feel what it was
like to ride into Virginia City
‘back in the day.’”
Mining Tours:
There are five mining tours
available. “Going Deep Into
Mining History: Learn what
made the State of Nevada what
it is today, and how Virginia City
was the iconic mining town.”
Museums:
There are about a dozen
museums in town. There is
everything from mining and
railroad museums to jailhouse
and haunted museums. There is
sure to be one that matches
your interests.

Cemeteries:
A stroll through one of the old
mining cemeteries might be of
interest. “Great hopes and
dreams pulled immigrants from
all over the world to Virginia
City. Now they all rest together
in these authentic Old West
mining cemeteries.”
Shopping:
Virginia City is a tourists’ delight
when it comes to shopping.
They have jewelry stores,
mercantiles, antique and
apparel shops, specialty, food,
and old photo stores. There is
something to delight every
palate.
The Outlets at Legends, in
Sparks, is an enclosed shopping
Mall with approximately 40
stores and restaurants. It is
smaller than the Summit Mall,
but is known for its upscale
stores. The drive to the outlets
is about three miles and takes
about 10 minutes.
The Summit Shopping Center in
Reno is an open-air shopping
mall. With over 60 stores, it
provides a good selection from
which to choose. It also has
seven restaurants. The drive
over to the mall is about 13
miles and takes about ½ hour.
Bucket of Blood Saloon:
Almost every night, as the
saloon keeper would wash the
floor with buckets of water, the
water would turn red with the
blood shed from the lawless
crowd. Not up for a drink,
there’s free popcorn.
Trolley, Stage Coach and
Walking Tours:
“Get a brief sneak at the history
of Virginia City while seeing the
landmarks and views the
historic town has to offer. “
You can keep up with the latest
information by subscribing to
their early bird newsletter at
http://w w w . m a f c a . c o m
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These Model A cheerleaders are a good
example for the guys to make a casual
outfit. Some tan trousers, a colorful striped
sweater, two toned shoes and colorful
stockings would be a cinch to put together.
Add a straw boater hat or driving cap and
you’re done.
Wonder when cheerleaders shifted gender
from the young men to the young ladies in
skimpy outfits that we see today?

ANOTHER LOOK AT CHEERLEADERS!
This example of a girl cheerleader. There
were both guys and gals.
This was a typical look for what we think of
as a cheerleader outfit. The sweater would
probably have been wool, with the school
letter in school colors. The pleated skirt
would provide ease of movement. Low
heeled shoes and socks complete the
uniform.
Where are the pom-poms?

Support Our Sponsors

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 864-2480

1874 Mentone Blvd
Mentone, CA 92359

On October 7th there was a
trip to the Perris Fairgrounds
to watch the demolition derby.
Although it was a small crowd
those that went said it was
exciting and had a great time.

T Y H T B - Cal Baptist
On Sunday October 15, 2017 - 12 Paradise Valley Model A Club
members attended a “Take Your Honey to Brunch” gathering at the Cal Baptist Campus Cafeteria,
where we enjoyed a great breakfast prepared by the culinary students featuring your favorite
breakfast items plus beverages, fruit & desserts. Two lanes were available for your choice. I went to
the “Mexican” food line to order chorizo & eggs, but the lady said “GOOD LUCK”! So I ordered a
ham and cheese omelet with refried beans, rice and corn tortillas.
My pal Mike stuck to the “American” side and ordered his favorite items and we followed the group
outside where we sat at a table to accommodate 12 people in the warm outdoor patio area. It was a
bright sunny day with a whisp of a breeze and we were lucky to get a long table where we could all
sit together. For those of you that have never been to the campus cafeteria, I can assure you that
you will enjoy it. Students bring their parents and friends to enjoy the wonderful culinary tastes the
students proudly prepare and serve. Although, there were 12 club members that participated, no
one drove their Model A and we forgot to notify the local Orange Blossom Model A Club to join us
(our Boo-Boo). However there is another event coming up so we’ll make sure we include our friends
from Riverside. so they can attend and we can chat while we enjoy the great meal. Our club
newsletter, The Steering Column will give you dates and times of up-coming events and activities so
be sure to attend and invite your friends and club members so we can all enjoy the day. Hasta
Luego Amigos! Tom
The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

24 ~ 29 Sep - National Tour
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