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September as always, was a busy
month. On the 23rd and 24th we
held our 56th annual swapmeet.
Preparation started on Friday where
the sprinklers were covered and the
kitchen was setup.
Vendors lined-up Saturday before
sunrise waiting for the gate to open,
indicating just how eager they were.
It turned out to be a nice day as they
unloaded and setup there goods. Breakfast burritos, hot dogs and
snow cones were served and once again there was the chicken
dinner for the vendors with the many delicious side dishes that club
members brought.
It was a nice start on Sunday but as the day went on it became a
little windy, but this didn't deter the vendors or the shoppers. Several
cars were there for show and others were for sale.
The event came together for the 69 vendors once again. Thank you
for the very hard work and dedication of all the club members who
volunteered so much of their time to help feed and run our
swapmeet, and for your donations, your help, and hard work in
making our annual swapmeet a success.
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Model A Ford owners around the world came together for the
International Model A Ford Day, this being the Model A Fords 90th
year since the first car was built on Oct 20, 1927. To celebrate the
day, thousands of Model A owners
took their cars out of their garages
for a leisurely drive.
On September 16th PVMAFC
celebrated by participating in the
Hesperia Days parade. We had 7
cars lined up and ready to go. The
weather was beautiful and the crowds were excited. Our club won
first place for antique autos. After the parade we went to the
Olympic Flame Restaurant for lunch, followed by birthday cupcakes
for Phil and Shirley's two youngest granddaughter's, Mya and Roxy.
C h u c k w a g o n

B r e a k f a s t

7 cars from Paradise Valley Model
A's attended the Chuckwagon
breakfast at the San Bernardino
Women's Club on September 9th.
We lined our cars up for everyone
to enjoy, while we had a delicious
breakfast. I want to thank Richard
and Cheri Bronstrup for the invite
and breakfast.

24 Sep - PVMAFC Annual Swapmeet

16 Sep - Hesperia Days Parade

16 Sep - International Model A Ford Day

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message

G

reetings Friends

I want to thank everyone that
helped with the annual swap
meet, before, during and
after. Several of the members started weeks
ahead getting everything ready. We put in
some long days, arriving early and staying
late, to make sure everything ran smoothly.
We still need a swap meet chairman for next
year.
A big thank you to all who came to the
Hesperia Days Parade. Thank you to those
who gave our grandkids a ride in your cars,
they love being in the parade.
Our next meeting is October 10th. It is our
nomination meeting for next year's board and
committee members. Please think about
helping wherever you can.
It is also our Halloween meeting so don't
forget to wear your costumes.

Phil Messenger
President

Officers
President - Phil Messenger
Vice President - Dan Alford
Treasurer - Sheri Racobs
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves
Member-at-Large - Ron Blackwell
Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez

Committee Directors
Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup
Installation / Holiday Banquet - Edna Blackwell
MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan
MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan
Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Model A-pparel - Vacant
Parades - Dan Alford
Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski

Birthdays
14 Oct - Al Spawton
17 Oct - Anna Ward
18 Oct - Barbara Poole
26 Oct - LeeAnn Northrop

Photographer - Ron Blackwell
Raffles - John Benson
Refreshments - Nancy Aceves
Sponsorship - Tom Valdez
Sunshine - Nancy Aceves

Anniversaries
01 Oct - Messenger, Phil & Shirley
03 Oct - Spurlin, Thomas & Judy
14 Oct - Benson, John & Judy
21 Oct - Serrano, Mary & David
23 Oct - Ballard, Rick & Marlene

Swap Meet - Vacant
Tech - Richard Bronstrup
TYHTB - Vacant
Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin
Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski

Paradise Valley Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America
Copyright — All rights reserved

Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club
M i n u t e s

o f

1 2

S e p t e m b e r

2 0 1 7

G e n e r a l

M e e t i n g

Call to Order – Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:00pm, followed by the Flag Salute.
We welcomed new members Kirk and Naomi Rhoda. They own a 1929 pickup plus lots of spare
parts and books. They bought their truck from a Ford mechanic Dan Kirkland. It had been sitting for
ten years before they bought it.
Phil acknowledged the September birthdays and anniversaries; Al and Betty Spawton have been
married for 59 years!
Phil reminded us that Hesperia days are coming up this weekend, on Saturday. Meet at the
Chevron Station on Devore Rd at 7:00am.
Don’t forget, our Swap Meet is coming up on 23rd~24th of this month.
The Club will need someone to volunteer to run for Vice President next year. Dan Alford is
resigning.
Tours – Judy Spurlin - Judy suggested watching a demolition Derby in Perris on 8th October. The
2018 CCRG Jamboree will be held in Cambria. Although it has not yet been advertised in the
MAFCA magazine the host hotel is already full. Judy has reserved ten rooms for us at the Cambria
Lodge in San Luis Obispo at a multiple-room discount. We stayed there last year when we went to
see the Race of Gentlemen at Pismo Beach. If you are interested talk to Judy, she has the
reservation number.
Christmas Party – Edna Blackwell - The room has been reserved for us at the Mill Creek Cattle
Company for 10th December.
Sunshine – Nancy Aceves - Nancy sent Dave Northrop a card, he left our Grinder in the Park
meeting early last month, he was not feeling well. We are all happy to see him here this evening
feeling better. LeeAnn thanked every one who helped them at the August meeting.
Minutes – Monica Dirac – Sheri Racobs proposed a motion to accept the minutes as printed in the
Steering Column, Ron seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion approved.
Treasurer’s Report – Sheri Racobs - Last month the balance in our bank account dropped below
$6,000 so we had to pay $18 in bank charges.
Tech Talk – Richard Bronstrup - First Richard thanked every one who went to the Women’s Club
breakfast. There were seven Ford Model A’s!
Richard gave a talk on throwout bearings, he had plenty of parts for us to examine. Throwout
bearings are part of the clutch assembly system that allow the clutch to temporarily disengage from
the engine flywheel. When a vehicle with manual transmission is moving the throwout bearing rests
tightly against the clutch plate keeping it firmly pressed against the engine flywheel. To change
gears the clutch pedal is depressed and the throwout bearing releases the pressure on the clutch
plate so it can disengage from the engine flywheel. Ford Motor Company recommends greasing the
throwout bearings of Model A’s every 2,000 miles. But this is no easy task as the bearings are
under the floorboards. Modern cars have sealed bearings that do not need to be greased and many
Ford Model A’s running today have probably had their throwout bearings replace with sealed units.
The cost of replacing the bearings is only $10 - $15 but it involves four to six hours of labor. There is
a small spring in the bearing that is very hard to get back into place. Richard strongly recommended
not buying replacement parts manufactured in either Argentina or Japan!
Richard asked for suggestions for next month’s Tech Talk.
President – Phil Messenger - Phil reminded us that next month we will have our Halloween costume
Party. Don’t forget to wear your Halloween Costumes!
Phil thanked for the refreshments.
Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 8:20pm.

03 Oct Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. & Green Burrito 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

E

10 Oct Tue 7pm - General Meeting - Halloween theme
15 Oct Sun 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch - California Baptist Univ
8432 Magnolia Avenue, Riverside, CA
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05 Nov Sun - Daylight Savings Time Ends - Clocks are turned back
07 Nov Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting
Carl's Jr. & Green Burrito 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

11 Nov Sat - Redlands Veteran's Day Parade

Lineup: 7:30am, Start: 9am Redlands High School - Club fee: $20

11 Nov Sat 11am - TYHTB at Nick's Burgers 1626 W Redlands Blvd
14 Nov Tue - General Meeting 7pm
18 Nov Sat - A Salute to Veterans Parade, Riverside

Lineup 9am, Starts 10am
Riverside Community College, Magnolia Ave between Ramona Dr. and Terracina Dr.
lunch afterwards with Orange Blossom A's

21 Nov Tue 3:30pm - Swapmeet trailer organization at Bronstrup's
Dinner afterwards

02 Dec Sat - San Bernardino Family YMCA Children’s Christmas Parade
Lineup: 9am, Parade: 10am 21st St. & Valencia Ave, SB

D

02 Dec Sat 11am - Take Your Honey to Brunch
02 Dec Sat - Redlands Christmas Parade

E

Lineup: 4pm, Parade: 6pm State St. and Eureka St.
Enter going South on Center St. to State St. East on State St. to Eureka St.
Don't forget your decorations and lights. Club fee: $20.00.
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05 Dec Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting - final day for Board Members ballot

A

Mill Creek Cattle Company 1874 Mentone Blvd Mentone, CA 92359
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Carl's Jr. & Green Burrito 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino

10 Dec Sun 1~5pm Board Members Installation Banquet & Holiday Party
12 Dec Tue - General Meeting - NO meeting on this day
Soon it will be that time of year for the

Board Members Installation Banquet & Holiday Party
$28.00 per person
Our Club is again able to partially subsidize this years Banquet.
Wear your fine "Holiday" attire.
1pm - Happy Hour

Payment for the Banquet and the 2018 PVMAFC $20 membership dues
may be combined on one check.
Make check payable to Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC)
no later than 5 December 2017.
Rely on the Website for the most current information

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.

90 YEARS OF THE MODEL A FORD

Blast from the Past

Oct 20, 1927 - Model A No. 1 completed
From our June 1962 newsletter
The first Model A Ford engine, stamped “A1” by (sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") Spelling is not this Editors fault
Henry Ford himself on October 20, 1927, was
put in a Tudor Sedan that Ford personally drove
“A” Surgery - by “Doc” Brown
and tested before giving final approval to begin
production of the car. At Henry Ford’s request, Some of the members seem to have had trouble
the engine was eventually placed in a 1928 replacing the gear shift lever in the transmission
Phaeton that was reserved in Dearborn for the
use of his friend and fellow innovator, Thomas Edison. top after having it chromed. It is very simple to
do. You should first remove the shifting forks
from the transmission top. Insert the gear shift
lever into the transmission top in the proper
position. Turn the transmission top upside down,
placing the top of the gear shift lever on a block
of wood on the floor. With your ever - loving wife
holding the transmission top steady, place the
spring over the protruding gear shift lever and
insert the keeper (with the hollow side up)
between the spring coils and into its proper
position. Then turn the spring counter-clockwise,
(needle nose pliers are very helpful) being sure
to see that the keeper stays in its proper place,
until the spring is completely under the keeper.
Replace the shifting fork and you are in
business.
Henry Ford punches the engine number on the first
Ford Model A off the assembly line.

Dec 2, 1927 - 1st Model A Fords sold, for $385
Apr 14, 1931 - The 20 Millionth Ford built was a
1931 Ford Model A 160-B Slant Windshield
Town Sedan. Accompanied off the assembly line
by Henry and Edsel Ford, the black car was
lettered on the sides and, so it could be seen
from the air, the roof, with “The Twenty Millionth
Ford.” The Sedan would be taken on a tour of
the U.S., stopping at nearly every Ford territory
and dealer along the way. Rumored to be lost in
a fire sometime after the publicity tour, the car
was discovered in Michigan in 1999. After Ford
determined it was indeed “The Twenty Millionth
Ford,” the company agreed to lease the car from
its current owner.
Ford then devoted
their resources to a
c o m p l e t e
restoration of the
car in preparation
for
their
2003
C e n t e n n i a l
celebration. As part
of
the
le a se
agreement,
the
Town Sedan will be
Twenty Millionth Ford Model A
displayed at Ford Thewas
8 window 1931 Ford
World Headquarters Modelan
A 160-B Slant Windshield
for the following 10
Town Sedan!
years.
Mar, 1932 - Production ended after 4,858,644
Model A’s had been made worldwide in all body
styles.

We need help!
Can you spare some Green Stamps?
The Club would like to have our own coffeemaker for events held away from the V.F.W.
Hall. We can get a 10 to 35 cup Mirror-matic
percalator for 6 3/4 books of S.&H. Green Stamps.
Roberta and Marge have already contributed a
book apiece and some of the other ladies said
they would check to see how many they have
available. Please help out with whatever you
can. If you don't have green stamps but would
like to help, perhaps you can contribute some
other kind and we can trade around. Earlene will
gladly accept them.
Patch emblems
Jane Dibler has ordered cloth emblems, which
can be sewn on blouses, skirts, or jackets, for
the Club. These emblems will be red with white
lettering to match our radiator plaques. They will
be available for all members and their families at
the Club’s cost (approximately 68¢ each).

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Little League Western Region Headquarters
6707 North Little League Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749

T

he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle.
release shaft, operating lever,
Bell Housing Restoration
Model A Ford bell housings are and yoke. The early ones use
often found with a worn out a 3/16" locking pin and have a top, and had the end inside the
pedal shaft, clutch release woodruff key in both the bell housing mushroomed over.
shaft, housing bushings, and operating lever and the yoke The later version had a soft
with worn out bushings in the that correspond to slots cut into tapered pin also driven in from
pedals. Bell housings are also both places on the release the top. The tapered pins are
usually covered with grease, shaft. The later ones did not fairly easy to get out. Both
use the woodruff key method
rust, and crud.
and had a 5/16" locking pin. have to be driven out from the
The first effort after the bell Reproduction shafts and inside with a suitable punch.
housing is on the work bench locking pins of both versions Before you can drive out the
with pedals removed and are available from Bratton's.
early ones with the domeseparated
from
the
shaped head, you have to
transmission is to completely There is a Ford service bulletin grind the mushroom off the end
disassemble it. Depending on that addresses the change.
of the pin inside the bell
the condition of the bell The operating lever will also housing. Use a small pneumatic
housing the task can be easy have to be removed from the grinder to do the job.
end of the old clutch release When the pin has been
or very difficult.
Remove the throw-out bearing shaft by driving out the locking removed, the pedal shaft can
inspection plate. Remove the pin and driving or pressing the be driven out from the inside
long pin that captures the lever off.
with a long punch held at an
heads of the two bolts Once the clutch release shaft angle, sometimes! Some pedal
associated with the front radius assembly has been removed shafts are in there very tight
rod. The pin also captures the from the bell housing, remove and are difficult to get out. For
felt block used to contain oil the two bushings. A stepped the difficult ones use a tool that
drips and to lubricate the tool for removing and inserting bolts to the transmission
radius ball. The long pin is bushings is the most desirable mounting holes. A large bolt is
removed by taking out the method. The tool is inserted then turned and it forces the
small cotter pin and then into the bushing and driven out shaft out. An alternate method
with a hammer. If one is not is to saw the shaft off close to
pulling it out.
Remove the yoke on the clutch available, an alternate method the outside of the bell housing
release shaft that pushes on is to split each bushing with a and drive out the remaining
the throw-out bearing. This is hack saw blade. Hammer or length toward the inside with a
done by using a suitable punch grind a common nail to a chisel punch.
to drive out the locking pin. The point and tap it down alongside W ith the bell housing
pin is driven out from the the split. Grip the protruding completely disassembled. a
bottom of the yoke. Once the bushing with a pair of long massive clean up project is the
pin is out, work the yoke over nose pliers and curl it out. The next task. After de-greasing,
toward the side of the shaft pedal bushings in the two bead blast them inside and out
opposite the operating lever. pedals are the same part and paint the exterior with Ford
This is where you might have number as the two in the bell green paint.
difficulty. If the shaft is rusted housing and can be removed
and full of crud you will have to in the same manner.
clean it sufficiently to get the Th e la st ta sk in t he
yoke to slide on the shaft. disassembly process is to
Remove the entire shaft by remove the pedal shaft, and
pulling on the operating lever. this is not always easy. The pin
You may have to use a punch that locks the shaft into place
to drive the shaft out and free it in the bell housing also comes
in two versions.
from the yoke.
Beware, there is an early and The earlier ones have a domed
late version of the clutch head, were driven in from the
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Model A - pparel

MEN’S JEWELRY DURING THE MODEL A ERA

By
Sandy Patterson

In her September 2004 Era Fashion website
article, Marie Robinette provided an excellent
review of men’s attire during the years 19281931. Little jewelry was worn to accessorize
their fashions and chosen carefully so that a
gentleman had the correct piece for every
occasion. A man’s watch would probably be
the most prominent jewelry worn, followed by
cuff links and studs, rings, belt buckles and
pen knives in addition to other items.
Pocket watches remained very popular and
were often worn with business suits. A white
metal pocket watch and key chain were
considered most correct with evening attire.
Wrist watches were the new trend of this
generation and worn with bracelets of flexible
metal or mesh links or leather straps made of
calf, ostrich, snake or crocodile. Even if the
man chose to wear a wrist watch, a chain was
still worn to protect and keep his keys,
pen-knife or golf pencil handy. This may have
been a Waldemar or Dickens chain attached at
the vest or with a belt guard and chain that
matched his belt buckle and pen knife.

attire, October 1930 Vanity Fair pictured an
animal head crystal belt buckle with matching
cuff links. Separable or “Kum-a-part” cuff
buttons with a snap closure were considered
smart and easy-to-use with soft-cuffed shirts.
For evening attire full dress sets were
designed with matching cuff links and studs of
pearl, onyx and diamond and also included
matching waistcoat buttons.

Tie clasps and scarf or lapel pins were in style
during this period. When soft collars became
popular, men wore collar pins fastened like a
safety pin or collar holders clipped to the collar.

Rings were worn on a man’s ring finger or little
finger. Styles included birthstones, initial,
signet and emblem rings, and were designed
using precious, semi-precious and imitation
materials which may have included diamond,
ruby, sapphire, amethyst, bloodstone, tiger
eye, topaz, carnelian and onyx.

Younger men, while in town and for business,
set a new style trend with starched collars and
French cuffs. Cuff links were designed quite
simply and included semi-precious stones such
as carnelian, lapis lazuli, garnet, topaz as well
as engraved or engine-turned metals in
keeping with the modernistic trend of the Art
Deco period. As part of a gentleman’s country

During the Depression men’s fashion and
jewelry were considered a low priority, but the
paradox remained...there were still many
people of great wealth who dictated much of
fashion and the design of jewelry.
Pictures for this article are from original
catalogs and fashion magazines published
during 1928-1931.

Support Our Sponsors

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 864-2480

1874 Mentone Blvd
Mentone, CA 92359

Amanda Uthe
Owner

360-887-3346
Rustylugparts@gmail.com

When rebuilding the
differential (rear end)
make sure you put the
axle gear on the correct
side of the pinion gear.
Otherwise you will have
three speeds backwards
and one forward. Just
reverse it and everything
T will be okay.
I Richard Bronstrup
P Tech Chairman
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8021 Ne 142nd Ave
Vancouver, Wa 98682

Tim Marquardt - Club member
since Mar 2017, has had surgery
to remove several toes and part of
his foot. We wish him well and
quick recovery.
This is an advanced notice for the CCRG
(Central California Regional Group) Jamboree
April 8~10, 2018
Cambria Pines Lodge
http://www.cambriapineslodge.com/specialpkg?utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc
&utm_campaign=brand_pineslodge
Look for the registration form soon.

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

PVMAFC Annual Swapmeet
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