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N o r t h w e s t R e g i o n a l G r o u p M e e t
On Saturday July 17th, the Spurlins, the Racobs and the Messengers
set out for the Northwest Regional meet in Coos Bay, Oregon. We
made a vacation out of it, by driving to Reno, Nevada first. We had
breakfast on Sunday, Father's Day, with my brother Ron and his wife
Claudia and my sister Miriam and her husband Jeff. It was great
catching up with them. We said goodbye and headed out to Klamath
Falls, Oregon where we spent two nights and enjoyed a visit to Crater
Lake. There is still snow on the ground but it was warm outside.
The next day was on to Stevenson, Washington, on the Columbia
River. In the morning we crossed the bridge back to Oregon, where we
boarded the Columbia Gorge sternwheeler. We had a leisurely five and
a half hour cruise down the river and through the Cascade Locks. We
saw beautiful waterfalls and had a continental breakfast, delicious lunch
and yummy deserts later in the day. After the cruise we drove to Coos
Bay for the meet, a long and tiring day.
We met wonderful people with beautiful
cars from all over. The host chapter, Myrtlewood A's, is a small Club of
about 30 members, but they did an excellent job putting together a fun
weekend. We enjoyed walking through quaint adjacent towns and
seeing the Oregon coast and lighthouses.
We met up with the Blackwells and cheered them on in the Hubley
Derby race. They entered four cars Ron, Edna, Ron's brother, Randy and sister-in-law, Joan, all
raced a car. Joan placed fifth, Randy 6th, and Edna 10th. 3 cars in the top
10, not bad considering there were over 50 cars entered in the adult class. If
you're wondering where Ron placed, he didn't. His car crashed on the first
trip down the track and exploded, leaving pieces on the track. Better luck
next year Ron.
On the last night, the raffle tickets were drawn. Each of our club couples won
a raffle prize. We won a weather vane that we really wanted. Mike and
Sherry Racobs were the big winners. They won a door prize, 3 raffle prizes
and both of the 2 grand prizes. Some people are just lucky I guess.
Congratulations!
Shirley and I headed home as we were needed by our grandkids. While the
Spurlins and the Racobs continued the vacation until Thursday. A great time
was had by all.
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On June 3rd we took a tour with the Orange Blossoms for breakfast
at the Rainbow Cafe. There were seven Model A's. Four were from
the Orange Blossoms and Allen Porch from Temecula A's, the
Spurlins, and Shirley and I. After breakfast we went for a ride
through the hills and back roads and ended up in Old Town
Temecula. Later we went to Allen's house, sat on his back porch,
enjoyed the view and looked through photo albums of earlier tours
with PVMAFC back in the day when there were about 70 cars on a
tour to Laughlin.

22-24 Jun - On the Road to the NWRG Meet

Some of the many fine Fords

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message
reetings!
Thankyou to the Orange
Blossom A's for putting
together and inviting us to
breakfast at the Rainbow
Cafe on June 3rd. They had
four A's from their club, plus
two from ours and one from
Temecula A's.
Hope all the dads had a great Father's Day on
June 18th. I spent mine with family in Reno,
Nevada on the way to Oregon.
We had a great trip with Tom, Judy, Mike and
Sherry, visiting several States and the
coastline of Oregon, on our way to the North
West Regional Group meet
in Coos Bay, Oregon. We
stumbled across a missing
relative of Mike's while
waiting to cruise the
Columbia River on the
Columbia
Gorge
sternwheeler. Mike and
"Bigfoot" look so much
alike we couldn't tell who was who.
Looking forward to the Redlands 4th of July parade.
It is always fun to see the cars decorated in red white
and blue and all of the smiling faces in the crowd
when they see the cars.
July 16th is the San Clemente Ocean Festival trip on
the Metrolink train. It stops right at the beach where
there is a car show, Sandcastle Contest, vendors
and a delicious meal before heading back home. I
hope to see all of you there.
Have a happy and safe 4th of July

Phil Messenger
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Birthdays

04 Jul - Ron Blackwell
04 Jul - Lori Hendricks
06 Jul - Shirley Messenger
07 Jul - Judy Benson
09 Jul - Dave Cornelius
13 Jul - Dan Deane
13 Jul - David Serrano
15 Jul - Norma Kelly
27 Jul - Ray Morrow
30 Jul - Richard Bronstrup
30 Jul - Connie Tate

Anniversaries

04 Jul - Jackson, Jim & Carol
05 Jul - Ward, Bob & Anna
09 Jul - Bronstrup, Richard & Cheri
17 Jul - Knauer, Cal & Helen
25 Jul - Northrop, David & LeeAnn
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Call to Order – Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:00pm, followed by the Flag Salute. We
had two guests, Carl Dobmland, President of the Orange Blossom A’s and owner of a 1929 Tudor and a
1930 roadster with a rumble seat. The other quest was Ezra Weigel grandson of the Messengers.
Phil acknowledged the June birthdays and anniversaries.
Minutes – Monica Dirac – Sheri Racobs proposed a motion to accept the minutes as printed in the
Steering Column, Ron seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion approved.
Treasurer’s Report – Sheri Racobs – We still have enough money in the bank so that we will not be
billed for bank charges. All our bills are paid.
Parades – Dan Alford – We are signed up for the Redlands 4th July Parade. After the parade we will
head to the Sizzler for lunch.
Tours – Judy Spurlin – 16 July train trip to the beach at San Clemente for the Ocean Fest. This will
include a Sand Sculpture Contest, some swimming events, a display of Woodies on the pier as well as an
Ocean Art Show. Judy has the sign-up sheet. Trains leave from San Bernardino at 7.03am or La Sierra
in Riverside at 7:36am. The La Sierra Station has a new look; there are now apartment buildings between
the station and the street.
Several of our members including the Messengers, the Blackwells, the Racobs and the Spurlins
went on a tour with the Orange Blossoms to Rainbow. Seven Model A’s participated. They drove a total
of over 1,000 miles in one day so they will all receive a 1,000 mile sticker. The Porches showed some old
photos of Paradise Valley Club members, the people did not look that different from today and the cars
were all beautiful!
TYHTB – We still need a volunteer to organize TYHTB.
Swap Meet – The Ford Model T Swap Meet was last weekend. Phil talked to several people there who
commented that they were getting older, some in their 80s, and that this would be their last year to attend.
Hubley Derby – Richard Bronstrup – Richard thanked everyone who helped with the Hubley Derby.
There was some friendly rivalry between the Paradise Valley Club and the Pomona Valley Club. No other
Clubs participated. There were eight kids participating, they all had fun and we enjoyed watching them!
Tech Talk – Richard Bronstrup – Instead of a talk, Richard showed parts of a fifty-minute video on the
life of Henry Ford. Henry was born on 30 July 1863 and passed away on 7 April 1947 at the age of
seventy-three. Henry was not the most pleasant person to be around, he was a natural mechanic and
believed in hard work and reasonable pay so his workers could afford to buy the cars they were
manufacturing.
Henry’s father gave him a watch when he was in his early teens. Like most curious teenagers he
took it apart, but then successfully put it back together again. In 1879 at the age of sixteen he walked the
nine miles to Detroit and got a job as an apprentice machinist. In 1888 he married Clara Jane Bryant.
They only had one child, Edsel, born in 1893. In 1896 Henry developed his first gasoline-powered
vehicle, the Ford Quadricycle. In 1896 he met Thomas Edison. Edison encouraged Ford to build another
gasoline-powered vehicle. In 1902 Henry built a racing car that won its first race. The Model T was
introduced in October 1908. It was easy to drive and relatively inexpensive. Henry promoted the
assembly line and increased wages to $5 per day. Sales of Model T’s were declining by the late 1920s
and in 1928 Ford came out with the Model A. Henry and his son Edsel had a difficult relationship. Edsel
wanted to incorporate more modern designs and style; Henry was more interested in increasing
productivity, keeping costs down and in the mechanical side of the automobiles. As well as cars, Henry
also built some airplanes in the early 1900s. Henry was an ardent pacifist but he was also anti-Semitic.
He died in 1943 after a period of failing health.
Vice President – Dan Alford - There is no change in the Bone Award.
Sunshine - Nancy Aceves – Rick Perez’s father passed away. Richard Knowlton lost his brother. Judy
Spurlin cut her leg on a logging chain and needed fifty stitches.
Membership – Ron and Edna Blackwell – Stickers listing the new members are available for rosters.
Phil thanked for the refreshments.
Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 8.25pm.

04 Jul Tue - Independence Day 241st Birthday!
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Redlands Parade - Lineup: 9:30am, Parade: 10:30am
Meet at Franklin School: Eastbound on Colton Avenue, at Church Street.
After Parade Lunch - 11am Sizzler at 110 Redlands Blvd, Redlands
Fireworks Watching - Arrive about 6pm. New Life Church 1330 E. Lugonia Ave, Redlands.

04 Jul Tue - Board Meeting canceled because of the Holiday
11 Jul Tue 7pm - General Meeting
16 Jul Sun 6:30am - Beach Train to San Clemente Ocean Fest with TYHTB
Leaves 7:05am from San Bernardino metrolink, 7:36am from La Sierra metrolink

30 Jul Sun - Henry Ford's Birthday
01 Aug Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. & Green Burrito 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407

06 Aug Sun 9am~12pm - Take Me Out To The Ball Game
Little League Play-off and Model A display
Little League Regional Hqrs 6707 North Little League Dr., San Bernardino
To show our appreciation to the Little League Association, we will be
displaying our cars on the Little League field. Meet 8:30am at Farmer Boys 1766 Kendall
Drive so that we can drive in as a group at 9:00am. We look great all lined up as in a
parade!!! If you wish to eat before we go (as we always do), come to Farmer Boys early.
Don't forget your chairs. You may also want to bring a pop-up, some sun screen and
something to drink as it may be just a little warm this time of year. This is our chance to
thank the Little League for all that they do for us all year, so show your support by wearing
our Club colors and come out to the Ball Game.

08 Aug Tue - General Meeting - Grinders in the Park

5:30pm Fairmount Park, Riverside - Hwy 60 at the Market St. exit
Bring a salad or side dish

20 Aug Sun 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Tarasco Restaurant
539 S D St Perris

05 Sep Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. & Green Burrito 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407

11 Sep Mon - Patriot Day
12 Sep Tue - General Meeting 7pm
16 Sep Sat - International Model A Day - - Model A event
16 Sep Sat - Hesperia Days Parade & TYHTB
6:45am I-215 at Devore Rd Shell station.
We will be traveling the back roads with
only 2 miles of fwy.
Lineup 7:30am Starts 9am corner of Main
St. and Peach Ave, Hesperia
$20 club fee

23 Sep Sat - Swapmeet Setup
11am ~ 8pm

24 Sep Sun - PVMAFC Swapmeet
5:30am ~ 3:30pm
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If your Model A is in
need of repair, come to
Paradise Valley's Swap
Meet on September
24th and get the parts
that you need.

T Richard Bronstrup
I Tech Chairman
P

Rely on the Website for the most current information

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.

Beginning of the Ford/Chevy Rivalry

Henry Ford's vision and mechanical genius
produced the most famous automobile in history,
the Model T. Who would dare challenge the car
that put America on wheels?
That would be William Durant, who was a
business genius in his own right and he had a
vision of his own. In 1911, having been fired by
General Motors, Will Durant started to
manufacture his own car—a low-priced and
immediately popular auto, which he named for
Louis Chevrolet, his partner and famous race car
driver. The profits from this venture enabled
Durant to purchase enough stock in his old
employer, General Moters, to allow him to return
and take over the management of GM.
In 1917 Durant brought his Chevrolet company
into the GM stable and prepared to go after the
market that belonged to the ubiquitous Model T.
This was a bold undertaking, since at the time,
Ford sold five to six times as many cars as its
nearest competitor. But now it was "Game On."
Chevrolet Challenges the Ford Behemoth
Chevrolet and other makes ate into the T's
market share throughout the 1920s. In 1925 GM
surpassed Ford in total income and kept ahead
until 1986. In 1927 Ford shut down for 6 months
to tool up for the new Model A. During this
period, Chevrolet surpassed Ford in total sales
for the first time.
1928 Chevrolet Finally Outsells Ford
In 1928, the new Ford Model A took the market
by storm. It had 40 HP compared with the Model
T's 20 HP and it came in four colors (but not in
black). It was styled by Edsel Ford, Henry's son,
and his artistic flair produced a beautiful car.
As Ford celebrated producing a winner,
Chevrolet was working on a project of their own.
In 1929 Chevy's famous 6 cylinder OHV engine
hit the market, and with 50 HP, it one-upped the
Model A. This was the start of Chevrolet's claim
of "More Car For the Same Money."
Different versions of the Chevy Six were
produced in the U.S. from 1929 through 1990.
Although Ford's flathead V8 out powered the 6
throughout the Ford V8's shorter lifetime, the
Chevy 6 eventually was tweaked from 50 HP up
to more than twice that.
Into the Depression
The Great Depression began, but Ford sold 4.5
million thrifty Model A's before production ceased
in 1931. While other businesses disintegrated
and failed, Ford was still selling a lot of cars.
Ford outsold Chevy in 1929 and 1930, although
Chevy was back on top from 1931 through 1933.
The Engine War Heats Up: From 6 to 8
The 1930 Chevrolet 6 was priced at $555 to
$675, while a Ford Model A cost from $385 to
$550. The large and more powerful Chevy found
favor among customers, but Henry Ford, the
aging wizard, had one more trick up his sleeve.
He would find a way to produce a low-priced
Ford with a V-8 engine.

Blast from the Past
From our May 1962 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault

DOOR OPENER
I got the “A” bug about three months after Bill
Hendricks. When I saw how his “A” was
beginning to shape up, I just had to have one
also. I heard of one being torn apart for a sand
buggy, so Bill and I dashed up to the backyard
where we found this kid pulling one apart. Bill
offered him $50 for it and the kid almost broke a
leg dashing into the house for the pink slip.
About an hour later we had it running so I
coaxed it up to my house in low gear. I made
our first tour with that “A” and not much better
shape than when I bought it. My front seat was
a wash tub upside down. But at least I had a
start. So after nine months and a few hundred
dollars, it looks fairly good.
Dick Eckert

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
The popularity of our club is evident by the
continuing growth of our membership. We are
pleased to welcome three more members who
were voted in at the last meeting.
Bob Schnitzler has a ‘31 Roadster; Jack
Hoefferle owns a ‘30 Coupe; and Al Speier has
three A’s - a ‘31 sport coupe, a ‘31 tudor, and a
‘31 cabriolet.
Welcome! And we hope you will enjoy the club
as much as the rest of us!

THANKS
Although the Swap Meet is over, we’ve heard
words of praise from several sources
concerning the children’s games. So - a bit
belatedly - ”thanks” to Hank Sylvestie and Bob
Cropsy.

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Little League Regional Headquarters
6707 North Little League Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749
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he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle.

Ring & pinion gear ratios
There are four different gear
ratios available for the Model
A Ford differential. The 378:1
ratio is the standard and is
most often found in a
differential. The majority of
Model A Fords were produced
with the 378:1. The 411:1
ratio was used for lower
gearing and was generally
installed in commercial pickups, station wagons, or other
vehicles expected to haul
heavy loads or climb steep
hills. The 354:1 ratio was an
after market ratio used for
higher gearing and became
generally available when the
nations roads were greatly
improved after the Model A
era. The 370:1 ratio was used
in the very early 1928 cars
that are generally referred to
as an AR car. The physical
shape of the 370:1 pinion gear
is different than the other ratios
and is not interchangeable. An
AR drive shaft is required with
the use of the 370:1 ring &
pinion gear set. To determine
the ratio of a gear set count
the number of teeth on both
gears and divide the smaller
number into the larger number.
Ring Pinion
gear gear
34
9
37
9
39
11
37
10

Ratio
3.78:1
4.11:1
3.54:1
3.70:1

In some instances the ring and
pinion tooth count can be
found stamped on the banjo
housing web or flange.

What should I do?
All you need to rebuild your
axle is a few common tools
and a parts supply, they are
simple and easy to work on.
Get a pro to do it. Setting the
preload, etc can be very
challenging.
The basic differences between
the advice given above is the
word "rebuilt". If someone
wants it 'repaired', then yes
home tools and some parts will
likely suffice. Rebuilt, restored,
etc. generally involves more
specialized work/tools because
the parts should be thoroughly
degreased & blasted, the
flanges need to be trued-up in
a lathe, housing hub races
likely need to be replaced (to
allow for better brake shoe
alignment), perches repaired,
shock link balls replaced, etc.
where everything in the entire
unit is brought back within
tolerances.
And so on…
While you've got it out, drop
the trans and look at that too.
...and since the transmission is
now out, look at the clutch disc
& pressure plate too. Heck, go
ahead and check the flywheel
run-out and the balance of the
flywheel since you are going to
a machine shop. Jeez if you
are that far, you should
probably remove the oil pan
and check the main & rod
bearing clearances. Probably
should tighten those up and
rebuild the oil pump too!
Now to remove the center main
bearing bolts you will want to
remove the carburetor and the
side co ve r. S in ce the
carburetor is being removed,

you should probably send it out
and have it rebuilt too, and with
the cover off, this would make
a great time to check all the
valve clearances. Speaking of
valve clearances, you might
want to check the clearance of
the stem to guides which is
easiest if you remove the
cylinder head. When you think
about it, you already have a
head-start on the cylinder head
if you removed the distributor &
drive gear to gain access to
that main bolt. With the head
off, this would be a great time
to freshen the valves up a little
because we know this is critical
for having a smooth running
engine! Yep since the
distributor is out too, why not
install a new kit in that just so
you won't have any problems
with it later. Oh and since the
brakes are off of the rear axle
now, you should definitely think
about rebuilding...
One thing leads to another
and another.
Naturally all this is tongue-incheek but a ground up rebuild
is WAY more than what you
came looking for!!

When things go wrong on the
road, its good to have some
knowledge or be able to find
someone to help fix your
problem. Tough luck with the
rear end Bruce on the Coos
Bay trip.
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SERVICE STATION ATTIRE IN THE MODEL A ERA
By Lois Przywitowski

In the early years of the automobile, getting gas for the horseless carriage was no small feat.
Dispensing gasoline evolved from bulk depots on the outskirts of towns, often requiring three
people to fill the tank, to curb side pumps. As the popularity of the motor car increased and
technology allowed larger quantities of fuel to be refined from the same amount of petroleum,
merchants of all stripes, from bicycle shops, general stores, garages, and automotive dealers,
installed gas pumps in front of their establishments. By 1920 approximately 15,000 gas stations
were located in the United States. They were rudimentary at best, some little more than shacks,
with advertisements littering their walls and the roads leading to them. They were considered by
many to be an eyesore, and even worse, there was little confidence in the product they offered.
Major oil companies took note and began to standardize their stations, making them visually
appealing to the motorist. Not only did the station need to look good, the service employees needed
to project honesty, integrity, reliability and quality. What better way to do that than through the
clothing they wore?

Ford Service Bulletins
emphasized service, shop
cleanliness, and the appearance of the employees. This
illustration, from the July
1928 Bulletin, shows the
serviceman in a shop coat,
with the Ford Logo, shoes
polished, and cap in hand.
This mechanic also wears a
shop coat, with the same type
of cap.
The shop coats were designed
to promote ease of movement
through the use of pleats in
the coat. Ford Service Bulletin,
August 1928",

In this advertisement from the April
1930 issue of the Country Gentleman,
the attendant is wearing jodhpurs, a
matching button down waist length
jacket, and either boots or shoes with
shin guards.

This advertisement for
the “new Ford” shows a
man getting directions
from the attendant. The
attendant is wearing a
five-button vest with
matching trousers, a
long sleeved shirt and
cap.
The Country Gentlman,
November 1930

Support Our Sponsors

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 864-2480

1874 Mentone Blvd
Mentone, CA 92359

Amanda Uthe
Owner

360-887-3346
Rustylugparts@gmail.com

8021 Ne 142nd Ave
Vancouver, Wa 98682

Because we couldn't survive without the generosity of our sponsors, saying 'Thank You'
just isn't enough. This page shines a spotlight on our sponsors.
Here the donors will shine under our Spotlight on our Sponsor in 2017!
Thanks so much for being one of our sponsors this year.
We would love for you to get to know our incredible sponsors in our Sponsor Spotlight!
Wounded Warrior Project® (WWP) serves veterans and
service members who incurred a physical or mental injury,
illness, or wound, co-incident to their military service on or after
September 11, 2001 and their families. On that date, America
watched in horror as approximately 3,000 people died including
hundreds of firefighters and rescue workers. Many warriors
note a sense of duty to volunteer for the military following these
tragic events.
The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.
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