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T he 11th annual Hubley Derby was again held at the San Bernardino 
Women's Club in tournament format, with the three categories of 

youth, adult and modified to entertain the crowd of approximately 38 
people. Once all the entrants registered and paid the entry fee the fun 
began, pitting each of the 8 youth, 18 adult, and 4 modified entries to 
a fun competition, especially the kids. Richard explained the race 
format and categories and the cars were set on the track and 
released, letting gravity and speed determine the winner. The crowd 
was amazed at the joyful enthusiasm the kids displayed as their cars 
raced down the 40 foot elevated track to the electronically-controlled 
finish line with a soft landing against a 
fluffy pillow. The car in the winning 

lane set off the light and the results were projected on the large screen 
signifying who had to race who in the race to the championship. After 
the final stage a lunch break was taken with chit-chat between the 
contestants. There was then a grudge race between the Pomona 
Valley and Paradise Valley clubs which Pomona Valley won and also 
a match between the youths and adults where the youths won. Thanks 
to Cheri Bronstrup for posting the race results and making all the 
ribbon and certificate labels. Also Phil Messenger and Jim Whitelaw 
for handling the cars, Ron Blackwell for the photographs, Dave 
Cornelius for the track teardown, and especially all the ladies in the kitchen. 

I t was to be a warm day for the Riverside Vintage Home Show tour this year. 
The Paradise Valley and Orange Blossom Model A Clubs were there to 

show support and show off their cars. The homes that were visited had club 
members display their vehicles in front of stately homes, which went along with 
the Model A car theme. All excellent examples of Riverside's rich architecture.  
There was a great opportunity for pictures 
with the 5 homes on the tour, along with a 
Restoration Faire with craftsman and 
tradespeople and a Mercantile 
featuring antiques and collectibles, 
jewelry and crafts. 
Each year, “Old Riverside Foundation” 

features fine examples of the many styles of architecture prevalent in Riverside 
giving visitors a glimpse into the lives of Riverside from different eras. 
For a little relief from the heat, a late lunch was taken at Smokey 
Canyon BBQ in the Canyon Crest Town Centre of Riverside, after 
which members returned to conclude the days event. 

I t was to be a dreary weekend but members of PVMAFC came out 
to display their vehicles at the annual National Orange Show. Some 

confusion did occur as we arrived on the Friday of opening day. The Damus 
building, which was to provide shelter 
from the weather, was not yet open. 
On Saturday, Monica and the Alfords 
arrived and club members provided 
the Queens from surrounding cities a 
ride in our cars through the carnival 
grounds. Needless to say because 
the weather held off during the 
parade it was to Vicky’s Diner for 

lunch. Free entry to the festival was provided for any Veteran that 
attended and considering the weather, it was a good turn out. Visitors 
came in from the cold and were able to view Club cars. We walked 
 around the fair and were able to see an aerial circus act and the pig races. We also ate some  
  of the circus food. On Sunday members departed but unfortunately as luck would have it, it was rain. 

http://pvmafc.org/


 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization,  Model A 
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles 
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community 
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA. 

6 May Sat - National Orange Show 

27 May Sat - Hubley Derby Day 

20 May Sat - Riverside Vintage Home Tour 

http://www.mafca.com/


 

      Birthdays 
02 Jun - Cal Knauer 
06 Jun - Jo Dierking 
08 Jun - Rick Perez 
09 Jun - Mike Racobs  
12 Jun - Linda Brandt 
18 Jun - Tom Valdez 
23 Jun - Glenn Stewart 
24 Jun - Nancy Aceves 
30 Jun - Julie Sandefur       

           Anniversaries 

01 Jun - Schubert, Bill & Lynda 
13 Jun - Fehler, Bob & Helen  
18 Jun - Tate, Ray & Connie  
20 Jun - Schneider, Phil & Marsha 
23 Jun - Dierking, Ernie & Jo 
29 Jun - Alford, Dan & Cathy 

 Paradise Valley Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America 
Copyright — All rights reserved 

President’s Message 
 
ello everyone! 
 

May was a jam-packed 
month starting with the 
Orange Show, May 5th 
through 7th. The Spurlins 
along with Shirley and I, 
showed our cars al l 
weekend. We were joined on 
Saturday by Dan Alford and 
Monica Dirac for the parade 
through the Midway.  
On May 13th we toured the Huntington 
Library, a great trip but impossible to see it all 
in one day. 
The Riverside Vintage Home tour on May 
20th was well received. We had two cars 
parked in front of each of the five houses. We 
were joined by the Orange Blossoms, and 
everyone enjoyed seeing the cars.  
May 21st was brunch at Cal Baptist 
University, always delicious and a good time 
to catch up. 
Hubley Derby was held at the San Bernardino 
Women's Club on May 27th. The kids and 
adults were pumped and ready to race.   
Looking forward to the Northwest Regional 
Group Meet coming up June 22nd through 
the 24th in Coos Bay Oregon. 
Happy Father's Day coming up on June 18th. 
 

Phil Messenger 
     President 

                    Officers  

President - Phil Messenger 

Vice President - Dan Alford 

Treasurer - Sheri Racobs 

Secretary - Monica Dirac 

                Board Members 

Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves 

Member-at-Large - Ron Blackwell 

Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez 

Committee Directors 

Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell 

Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup 

Installation / Holiday Banquet - Edna Blackwell 

MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan 

MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan 

Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell 

Model A-pparel - Vacant 

Parades - Dan Alford 

Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski 

Photographer - Ron Blackwell 

Raffles - John Benson 

Refreshments - Nancy Aceves 

Sponsorship - Tom Valdez 

Sunshine - Nancy Aceves 

Swap Meet - Vacant 

Tech - Richard Bronstrup 

TYHTB - Vacant 

Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin 

Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski 



Call to Order – Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:02pm, followed by the Flag Salute.   
We had no new members or guests. Phil acknowledged the May birthdays and anniversaries. 

Sunshine - Nancy Aceves – Ray Tate has his arm in a cast. 

Minutes – Monica Dirac – Sheri Racobs proposed a motion to accept the minutes as printed in the 
Steering Column, Ron seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion approved. 

Treasurer’s Report – Sheri Racobs – We have enough money in the bank so that we do not have 
to pay bank charges and all our bills are paid. 

Parades – Dan Alford – We are signed up for the Redlands 4th July Parade. 

Tours – Judy Spurlin – Meet at Farmer Boys on Kendal Drive at 9:00am this Saturday for the trip 
to the Huntington.  If you want breakfast get there earlier, we plan to leave at 9:00am. 

TYHTB – 21st May – Cal Baptist, 10:30am. 

Riverside Vintage Home Tour – 14th May.  So far we have ten cars participating, two at each of 
the five houses that are close together, in the Woods Street district.  The sixth house is the Weber 
House on University Avenue.  We can still accommodate more Model A’s. 

Hubley Derby – Richard Bronstrup.  The Hubley Derby is coming up on 27th May.  If you would 
like to have lunch you need to pay in advance so the Bronstrups know how many lunches to 
prepare or you can pay on the day and bring your own lunch.  Richard personally invited the 
Temecula Club to join us for the Hubley Derby but he has not heard back from them.  So far only 
members of Paradise Valley and the Pomona Club have signed up. 

President – Phil Messenger - Phil is off to Arizona and will stop in to see Sammy.  Let Phil know if 
you have ordered any parts from Sammy and would like him to pick them back for you. 

At the last Board meeting Nancy Aceves kindly volunteered to be our new Sunshine Lady.  

If anyone would like to order a Club T-shirt or jacket, let Shirley know.   

Phil has a sign up sheet for members who would like to receive their copy of the Steering Column 
by e-mail.  This would save the Club a lot of money. 

Tech Talk – Richard Bronstrup – The talk was on locks, keys and door handles for Ford Model A’s.  
Richard showed us parts of an interesting but lengthy video prepared by Cal Allan on keys and 
locks.  Cal Allan is a master judge for several different categories of judging, of Ford Model A’s.  
The video showed a lot of photos of old keys and also discussed the different groove patterns that 
were used on ignition keys from 1928 to 1932.  There are nine different groove patterns for these 
old keys.  They were manufactured either by Biggs and Stratton or the Crown Co.  Much of this 
information came from old catalogs for Ford Model A parts.  The original Biggs and Stratton door 
keys had the number engraved on the key shaft and on the door handle, the Crown sets only had 
the number on the cylinder.    

If you want to enter your car in a show you should have one of these original, old keys. Snyder’s 
still sells exact copies of the original Briggs and Stratton key blanks, but they will only fit the original 
pop out ignition switches.    

Vice President – Dan Alford - There is no change in the Bone Award. 

Other Business – Nancy Aceves asked for volunteers to help with snacks in May, September and 
November.  Rory and Dan Deane, and Marlene and Rick Ballard volunteered to help in May. 

Phil thanked for the refreshments. 

Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 8:33pm. 

P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  
M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  

M i n u t e s  o f  9  M a y  2 0 1 7  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  



 
06 Jun Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting 
Carl's Jr. & Green Burrito 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407 

09~10 Jun - Model T Swap Meet 
Little League Regional Headquarters, 6707 North Little League Drive, San Bernardino 

13 Jun Tue 7pm - General Meeting 

14 Jun Wed - Flag Day 

18 Jun Sun - Father’s Day 

22~24 Jun Northwest Regional Group Meet - Coos Bay, Oregon 

25 Jun Sun - Henry Ford Picnic 
10am~3pm Heritage Park, 12100 Mora Dr., Santa Fe Springs  $12 BBQ lunch 

 

04 Jul Tue - Independence Day 241st Birthday! 
Redlands Parade -  Lineup: 9:30am, Parade: 10:30am  
Meet at Franklin School: Eastbound on Colton Avenue, at Church Street. 
After Parade Lunch - 11am Sizzler at 110 Redlands Blvd, Redlands 
Fireworks Watching - Arrive about 6pm. New Life Church 1330 E. Lugonia Ave, Redlands.  

04 Jul Tue - Board Meeting canceled because of the Holiday 

11 Jul Tue 7pm - General Meeting 

16 Jul Sun 6:30am - Beach Train to San Clemente Ocean Fest with TYHTB 
Leaves 7:05am from San Bernardino metrolink, 7:36am from La Sierra metrolink 

30 Jul Sun - Henry Ford's Birthday 

 

01 Aug Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting  
Carl's Jr. & Green Burrito 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407 

08 Aug Tue - General Meeting - Grinders in the Park 
5:30pm Fairmount Park, Riverside - Hwy 60 at the Market St. exit 
Bring a salad or side dish 

13 Aug Sun 10am~2pm - Take Me Out To The Ball Game  
Little League Play-off and Model A display  
Little League Regional Hqrs 6707 North Little League Dr., San Bernardino 

20 Aug Sun 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Tarasco Restaurant 
539 S D St Perris 

 

 

 

 

Rely on the Website for the most current information 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in 
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is 
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for 
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the 
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The 
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions 
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us. 
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the 
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source. 
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Blast from the PastBlast from the Past  
From our May 1962 newsletter 

(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault 
 

Ups and Downs 

May 1 (1962) 

We all met at Harry's Roller Rink promptly at 
7:15 p.m. I don't know for sure, but I think 
everyone had his share of falls. Many wished 
they had worn pillows to cover some places. 
There were a few speedsters, a few pokeys, and 
a few show-offs. The most famous expression 
was “OOPS, I must have gotten my feet 
tangled.”  I think everyone had a good time 
skating to the organ music. Soda pop was 
bought at the convenient snack bar. 

The following people want to thank the club for 
paying their admission: Pam, Sandy, Linda, and  
Lucille Twiss, R.C., Earlene, Eron, and Roland 
Hoon, Jeanette, Junelle, Iva, and Merle Smith, 
Dave, Cherry, Connie, and Paulette Stephens, 
Betty Hooper, Susan, Vickie, John, Lorraine, and 
Bill Hendricks, Jerry and Carol Moore, Bob and 
Mike Kaplan, Joe Kellogg, Clyde, Mildred, and 
Debbie Henderson, M. Barnhardt, Lynda, Laura, 
Lee, and Harold Jones, Diana Denny, Allen 
Keenan, Lynnette Cox, Cindi N., Betty Moye, Pat 
Lang, and Vickie Stavaland. 

By Linda Jones 

100K in a Model A 

April 18 - This 
year MAFCA has 
set up a challenge 
for Chapters and 
members who 
don't belong to a 
chapter, the 100,000 
mile challenge. The 
challenge is to see 
if we, as a club 
can drive 100,000 miles in any one day. 

The Goal: 

To get as many MAFCA members in their Model 
A’s on the road and excited about driving their 
Model A Ford. Have each chapter choose one 
day to tour and accumulate mileage that will then 
be added to an aggregate of MAFCA members 
trying to achieve 100,000 miles driven in a day.  

The Reward 

If we reach our goal, MAFCA will send window 
decals to all MAFCA member participants. 

  

A-World magazine for school age children is the 
creation of two MAFCA members and former 
school teachers, Archie Cress and Frank Rosin, 
from Washington State. They published A-World 
from its inception until 2010, when a new editor 
was named: Sherry Winkinhofer. 

Sadly, Archie passed away in 2011. 

This newsletter is now 
published 4 times a year 
and is written for school 
a g e  c h i l d r e n  f r o m 
Kindergarten through 12th 
grade. Until the end of 
2015, it was mailed to 
subscribers. In 2016, to 
reduce the cost of 
publication, the current 
issue will always be 
available on the website. 

Any MAFCA member may request for a copy to 
be sent to them by email - just request by email 
to the A-World Editor: Aworld@mafca.com 

 

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00pm on the second Tuesday of each month  
(except August and December which are at a different place and time) 

Little League Regional Headquarters 
6707 North Little League Drive 

San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749 
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Fan belts should be 
adjusted properly. If it is 
to tight you can damage 
the water pump and/or 
generator. Just adjust 
snug is best. 
 
 
 

Richard Bronstrup 
Tech Chairman 

 



pressure plate and measure 

down with a scale to each 

c l u t c h  f i n g e r .  M o s t 

documentation floating around 

the hobby indicates that the 

finger depth settings should be 

between 5\8" and 3\4", 11\16" 

being nominal. A tool can be 

made. See the photo of that 

tool. 

If the clutch engages when the 

pedal is almost all the way up 

to the stop, the measurement 

of the finger depth of the clutch 

is about 1\2". Reset them to 

3\4" and it bring the 

engagement point into the 

middle of the pedal travel. 

The conclusion is that setting 

the fingers at between 5\8" and 

3\4" will bring the engagement 

point into the middle of the 

pedal travel. The 5\8" setting 

will bring it closer to the all the 

way up to the stop of the pedal. 

The 3\4" will bring the 

engagement point closer to the 

floor. It would seem that 11\16" 

is the  nominal. 

It is also important that all six 

fingers be adjusted exactly 

even. The tool makes it easy to 

do that. Les recommends that 

after the adjustments are made 

that you place the flat side of a 

rear wheel bearing on the 

fingers and see if there is any 

wobble. Do this and it works 

well ! Of course the engine has 

to be sitting vertical in an 

engine stand to do that. 

 T 
he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a 

Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event.  The 

Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper 

until awarded to another vehicle.  

Pressure Plate 
Adjustment 

 

by Tom Endy 
 

From the July\August 2009 

publication of the Restorer 

features an excellent article by 

Les Andrews on how to 

properly adjust the six fingers 

on a Model A Ford clutch 

pressure plate. The average 

hobbyist should be able to 

adjust the clutch correctly by 

following Les' instructions.  

It is prudent to always check 

the finger depth of a pressure 

plate as many are not adjusted 

correctly when they arrive from 

your favorite supplier. 

During the adjustment process 

of the clutch an interesting 

phenomenon is usually  

discovered.  

The clutch would engage when 

the pedal is about 1\16" off the 

floor. When measured, the 

finger depth distance is 1 1\4". 

The finger depth should be  

reset to 3\4" to bring the 

engagement point into the 

middle of the pedal travel. 

By following Les' instruction to 

correctly adjust the clutch the 

problem was that more hands 

was needed and you will have 

a difficult time getting close 

enough to read the markings 

on the ruler. Therefore a tool 

was needed. Les says to lay a 

flat piece of metal across the 

surface of the back side of the 

It should be understood that 
the adjustment procedure and 
the measurement values are 
for a fully assembled clutch. 
The clutch disk and pressure 
plate must be attached to the 
flywheel. This will place the six 
fingers in position to engage 
the throw out bearing, and that 
is when the depth should be 
between 5\8" and 3\4". It also 
makes it much easier if the 
engine is out of the car or at 
least the transmission and bell 
housing have been removed if 
the engine is still in the car. 

Thanks to Red Sickman of the Orange 
County Model A Ford Club (Southern 

California) for producing the tool. 

Looking at the photo, the 
horizontal piece of metal is 
placed across the pressure 
plate back surface. The vertical 
piece measures the distance to 
the clutch finger. The vertical 
piece has a slot cut into it. As it 
is shown the distance is 3\4". 
Loosen the screw and push it 
up to the stop in the slot and it 
is automatically 5\8". In 
between is 11\16". 

Thanks to Les Andrews for his 
excellent article and to Red 
Sickman for producing such a 
fine tool. ☺ 



Model A Model A --  pparelpparel  
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The information is from the 1930 
issue of Jason Weiler‐Baird 
North Co catalogue  

 

Attention Model A Era 
Seamstresses  

 

By Mary Carlson  

  
Should you like to keep your 
sewing supplies organized, we 
have just the basket for you!  

The prices range from just 
$1.00 for the 5 inch box, to 
$12.50 for a three tier Sewing 
Stand.    

If you appreciate such a 
container; you might also enjoy 
creating your latest outfit, using 
a copy of an original pattern. 

The patterns are available 
through the MAFCA Pattern 
Project. For some guidelines in 
constructing reproduction 
outfits, see the new MAFCA 
Fashion Guidelines, which are 
available from the MAFCA 
office. 

 

   

  

 

 

For copies of original patterns, 
see: 
http://www.mafca.com/patterns/p
atterns.html  

 



 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The 
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link 
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If 
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship. 

WE’RE ON THE WEB ! 

PVMAFC.ORG 

p v m a f c @ g m a i l .c o m  

Support Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors  

 

Jenny's Family Restaurant 

7750 Palm Ave Ste R 

Highland, CA 92346  

(909) 864-2480  

1874 Mentone Blvd 
Mentone, CA 92359 

909-389-7167 

 

Because we couldn't survive without the generosity of our sponsors, saying 'Thank You' 
just isn't enough. This page shines a spotlight on our sponsors.  

Here the donors will shine under our Spotlight on our Sponsor in 2017! 

Thanks so much for being one of our sponsors this year. 

We would love for you to get to know our incredible sponsors in our Sponsor Spotlight! 

To provide an active way to honor and celebrate 
our nation’s heroes by connecting Americans to 
the sacrifices made by Military, Law Enforcement, 
Firefighters and First Responders. 

http://www.pvmafc.org
pvmac.org
pvmac.org
pvmac.org
pvmac.org
http://www.aaaplumbing-heatingandair.com/
http://millcreekcattlecompany.com/
http://www.handhantique.com/
https://sites.google.com/site/arizonamodela/


P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  
P . O .  B o x  1 1 2 0  
R i a l t o ,  C A  9 2 3 7 7 - 1 1 2 0  
p v m a f c @ g m a i l . c o m  

 

13 May Sat - Huntington Library 

 We met at Farmer Boys for breakfast and then started out for 
the Huntington Library in San Marino. We toured the Chinese  
and Japanese Gardens, where I particularly liked the bonsai 
trees. Then a tour through the cactus gardens, which I  also   
enjoyed because I live in the desert. Then we split up and some 
of our members toured the American Art Museum and the      
Desert Gardens, while others hit the gift shops. We met up for 
lunch where there is a large range of tasty offerings in a casual 
setting that overlook the gardens. After topping off with ice 
cream cones we called it a day and headed home. Thanks Judy 
Spurlin for planning another fun day tour.                           P Messenger 

http://pvmafc.org/

