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C i t r u s H a r v e s t F e s t i v a l
he ‘A’ group met at Jenny's Diner for an early breakfast prior to
attending the annual Highland Citrus Harvest Festival. After
breakfast we cruised over to our assigned area among the historic
homes to display vehicles from the Bronstrups, Messingers and
Northrops.
After everyone was parked it was off to visit the booths displaying
historic items of the era with old photos of homes, industrial
buildings (packing houses) machinery and other items of interest
pertaining to the old days. Prior to the music program, awards were
presented to winners of the coloring
and baking contests for jelly, jam and marmalades made with
oranges. A photo op was taken of the winners as the proud parents
applauded their creative kids. The festivities included vintage water
pumps, steam engines, agricultural machinery and other items used
in the orange growing era of the 1900’s. In those days Highland
was an orange producing area with an abundance of orange
orchards, packing houses and stately homes. A railroad was
constructed with side rails to facilitate the shipping of produce from
the packing houses to points east to provide that part of the country
with a sample of California's golden produce.
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14 club members met at Jovi's Diner for a hearty brunch. Five
Model A's we're proudly displayed in the parking area for diner
customers to view as they entered. Actually there was a line that
formed while customers waited allowing them time to view and
admire the vintage cars. Since we had previously made
arrangements to visit Jovi's, we
were seated quickly. As we looked
over the menu and made our
selections our hostess took our
order and kept the coffee cups full
as we chatted about upcoming events and activities.
After brunch, Ron and Phil left the table to talk to other members,
so when the waitress brought the checks, Edna and Shirley made
sure they were passed to the guys to be paid. Things never
change.
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t was a trip to Ontario to attend the annual safety day where our
host, Jeff Holmes has once again graciously allowed us to use
his “pit”. While there 23 members from the Paradise and Pomona
Valley Clubs brought nine Model A's and one Model T to change
oil, lube chassis and check brakes. An inspection underneath the
cars was done to ensure everything was operational, tight and in
good condition for future outings and trips.
Afterwards the group made a short trip to Flo's Cafe at the Chino
Airport. A great turn out of Model A’s. Thanks to Jeff and Patsy
Holmes for the use of their shop once again.

25 Mar - Highland Citrus Harvest Festival

18 Mar - Jovi’s Diner

11 Mar - Tech Seminar -- Safety Day

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message

Hi Club Members
March is the beginning of
Spring and the start of better
weather. We had a busy
month and it was a great
time to get our cars out on
the road.
We started the month on
March 11th with a tech safety
day. Thank you to Jeff Holmes for opening his
house and garage to keep our cars running
safely. 23 people brought 9 "A's" and 1 "T" to
change oil, lube chassis and check brakes.
Afterwards we had a terrific lunch at Flo's.
On March 18th, 14 club members met at
Jovi's Diner in San Bernardino for brunch. It
was a cute Diner decorated in Route 66 motif,
there were five Model A's which drew a lot of
interest and attention.
The Highland Citrus Festival on March 25th
always draws a crowd. We started the day
early with breakfast at Jenny's Diner, one of
our sponsors. Only three Model A's from our
club and three other A's attended but the
crowd was excited and took lots of pictures.
Ezra thought it was fun to sit in our car and
photobomb their pictures.
Remember it's time to get your car out on the
road and enjoy the beautiful weather and
scenery.
Happy Easter, don't eat too many chocolate
bunnies and jellybeans.

Phil Messenger

Officers
President - Phil Messenger
Vice President - Dan Alford
Treasurer - Sheri Racobs
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves
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Birthdays

04 Apr - Ray Williams
05 Apr - Rory Deane
07 Apr - Midge Bronstrup
11 Apr - Earl Aceves
11 Apr - Betty Spawton
28 Apr - Heather Wells
30 Apr - Sherry Williams

Anniversaries

02 Apr - Aceves, Earl & Nancy
02 Apr - Kirtley, Don & Kerry

Photographer - Ron Blackwell
Raffles - John Benson
Refreshments - Nancy Aceves
Sponsorship - Tom Valdez
Sunshine - Nancy Aceves
Swap Meet - Vacant
Tech - Richard Bronstrup
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Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski

Paradise Valley Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America
Copyright — All rights reserved

Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club
M i n u t e s

o f

1 4

M a r c h

2 0 1 7

G e n e r a l

M e e t i n g

Call to Order - Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:00pm, followed by the Flag Salute.
We have one new member, Marlin Brandt who is also a member of the Orange Blossom A’s. He
owns a 1929 Roadster. We had two guests, Nancy Aceves’ mom Connie Guiroz and the
Messengers’ grandson Ezra Weigel.
Phil acknowledged the February birthdays, there were no anniversaries.
Secretary - Monica Dirac – Sheri Racobs proposed a motion to accept the minutes as written in
the Steering Column, Ron Blackwell seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion passed.
Treasurers Report - Sheri Racobs – Sheri received the mail today and will take care of the bills.
President - Phil Messenger – We had good weather and a good turn out for the Safety Day at Jeff
Holmes’ place, there were fifteen Model A’s. After working on their cars members had lunch at
Flo’s Airport Café at Chino Airport.
Phil picked up our third place trophy from the Victorville Parade last fall. The organizers are
looking forward to seeing us all again this year.
1st April is the fourth anniversary of the Norton AFB Museum.
Sunshine Report - The Club needs a volunteer to take over the Sunshine duties.
Swap Meet - We still need a volunteer to take over organizing the parking lot. In the meantime we
need to print flyers to hand out at the San Diego Swap Meet.
Tours - Judy Spurlin – 1st April we will visit the Antelope Valley California Poppy Preserve. Meet
at 8:30am at McDonalds at the intersection of I15 and SR 138. After checking out the poppies we
will drive over to Lake Hughes for lunch at the Rock Inn. Jay Leno has been known to hang out
there as well as lots of bikers.
Parade Chair - Dan Alford – The Highland Citrus Festival will be on Saturday 25th March.
TYHTB - The Club still needs a volunteer to take over organizing TYHTB.
18th March - Jovi’s Diner, 123 N E St, San Bernardino. This is a 50s style café and they will give
us a 15% discount.
9th April – Angus McCurdy’s in Redlands. After brunch we will drive up the hill to Yucaipa to see a
collection of antique cars and a consignment lot for old cars and hot rods.
Tech Talk - Richard Bronstrup – Richard gave a talk on Hubleys. He started by asking how many
of the Club members own a Hubley? He has forty-five including a kit given to him by his parents
when he was still a kid, and which he has not yet put together! The original Hubley Ford Model A’s
were first made in 1965 and now sell for over $1000. In 1990 Gabriel took over the manufacture of
Hubleys, the quality went down and around 1995 they stopped making Model A’s. In 2000 the
company was taken over again, this time by Scale Model.
The Hubley Derby will be a single elimination. There will be two categories. As usual we will
have the original, unmodified category and the modified category There will also be prizes for the
best looking vehicle and there will be a children’s category. Richard pointed out that the modified
Hubleys are not necessarily faster than the original. The maximum weight for any car is 21oz, the
weight of a station wagon. Any other car can carry extra weights up to 21oz. After a car is
weighed and signed in the owner can no longer handle it again until after the race. The sign in
order determines the race order.
A helpful hint, use lock tight on the wheels to prevent the tires from falling off.
Richard hopes that Jack Simmons will be able to attend and sell parts as well as fully
assembled Hubleys.
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup. The Hubley Derby Tune-Up will be on 22nd April at the
Bronstrup’s house and the Derby will be on 27th May at the San Bernardino Women’s Club.
Membership - Edna left the copies of the roster at home. There is an error in thus year’s roster;
Marsha Schneider and Lynda Schubert’s first names have been switched.
Phil thanked Nancy Nelson for bringing the avocados to share.
Phil thanked for the snacks.
Adjourn - The meeting adjourned at 8:15pm.

01 Apr Sat 10am - Norton AFB Museum Anniversary
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1601 E. 3rd Street, San Bernardino

01 Apr Sat 9am - Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve

Hwy SR-138 McDonalds
Parking Fees - $9 per vehicle with senior on board, $5 per vehicle with Disabled Card

02 Apr Sun 8am - Orange County Pancake Breakfast

Hart Park, 701 S. Glassell St., Orange $6
Don't forget to bring return address labels to put on your drawing tickets

04 Apr Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. & Green Burrito 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407

09 Apr Sun 10:30am - TYHTB Angus McCurdy & Tour two car collections
Angus McCurdy's 1625 Industrial Park, Redlands 92379

11 Apr Tue 7pm - General Meeting
22 Apr Sat 10am - Hubley Tune-up Day
Pot Luck lunch Bronstrup's

29 Apr Sat 9am - Victoria Avenue Days

Poly High School on Central Ave and Victoria Ave

02 May Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. & Green Burrito 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407

05~07 May Fri 12pm - National Orange Show - Damus Building
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06 May Sat 10am - National Orange Show Parade at the raceway

09 May Tue 7pm - General Meeting
12 May Fri - MAFCA Board of Directors Meeting
250 South Cypress Street, La Habra

13 May Sat 9am - Huntington Library

Farmer Boys 1766 Kendall Drive, San Bernardino
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20 May Sat 10am - Riverside Vintage Home Tour

A

Cal Baptist 8432 Magnolia Ave, Riverside and tour to Commemorative Air Force IE Wing
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Privately owned vintage homes of Riverside. Includes 2 tickets per car.

21 May Sun 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch
27 May Sat 9am - Hubley Derby Day

Woman's Club 503 West 31st Street San Bernardino

06 Jun Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. & Green Burrito 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407

11 Jun Sun 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch (Tentative)
13 Jun Tue - General Meeting 7pm
18 Jun Sun - Father’s Day
22~24 Jun Northwest Regional Group Meet - Coos Bay, Oregon
25 Jun Sun - Henry Ford Picnic
10am~3pm Heritage Park, 12100 Mora Dr., Santa Fe Springs $12 BBQ lunch
Rely on our website PVMAFC.org for the most current information

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.

Would You Put a $300,000 Glass Sculpture
on the Hood of Your Car?
In 1925, Ren Lalique began the design of thirty
car mascots to adorn
the vehicles of the day.
Originally made of
glass, the Victoire
Mascot is one of the
most stunning of these
figurines. Designed in
1928, Victoire is a story
of peace, created to commemorate the 10th
anniversary of the November 11th, 1918
armistice of World War I. The suggestion of
speed and movement is evident in Victoire's
beautiful face. The artistic combination of satinfinish, clear crystal and light bring Victoire to
life. Handcrafted in France.
Once upon a time, the wealthy strapped such
trophies to the radiator caps of their cars. But
even back then, when a new Lalique mascot
cost around $50 versus the $50,000-$300,000plus they can command today, most of
Lalique’s well-heeled customers only brought
their glass treasures out for special occasions.
One simply did not run errands—or send one’s
servants to do so—with such fragile works of
art mounted to the hood of one’s car. Lalique
knew this, which is why he licensed Breves
Galleries of London to fashion metal mounts for
his mascots, so that his clear, gray, milky-blue,
topaz, green, or orange-yellow menagerie
could be tastefully displayed inside the manor
where their owners were almost certainly born.
Lalique hood ornaments, or “mascots” as they
are also called of the 1920s and ’30s, when the
great French glassmaker René Claude Lalique
(1860-1945) produced 30 different types of
pressed-glass hood ornaments at his factory in
Wingen-sur-Moder, Alsace.
Lalique’s animals also
included eagles, rams,
boars, peacocks, and
frogs and the different
signatures that can be
used to date them. “R.
Lalique France” was the
only signature on mascots
made between the world
wars, though their position
on the mascots varied; postwar mascots are
signed “Lalique France,” and the most recent of
these have a small circled ‘r’ between the two
words. But no records detailing production
numbers for any of the inter-war mascots, an
absence of information that has only added to
the Lalique mascot mystique.

Blast from the Past
From our April 1962 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault

Orange Show
With the ladies charmingly dressed for the
occasion and the gentleman adding more color
with their gay vests and hats, our Model “A” Club
attended the National Orange Show on
Saturday, March 24. Nineteen “A’s” met at
Snows and drove in parade formation to the
Orange Show where they were met by officials
and escorted around the grounds and then to a
special parking area.
An hour was spent in viewing the exhibits of our
choice and then the group met again to be
escorted into the reception room and balcony to
view the stage show. Feature artists of the
evening were two members of the Cartwright
family - Dad and Hoss - of the Bonanza T.V.
series.
A special thanks goes to the guards who
watched over the “A’s”. These were not special
officers as were promised, but three members of
our own club - Hoon, Hopper, and Ganns. When
you see these boys, you might let them know
that you appreciate the good deeds.
Those attending in their “A’s” were Mills, Hoon,
Brown, Hendricks, Twiss, Loomis, Holbrook,
Appleby, Williams, Hopper, Chennault, Sylvestie,
Stephens, Cropsy, Smith, Jones, O'Hair, Ganns,
and Lawrance. Also seen were Salazar, Kuetts,
and Poole. We may have missed someone in
the crowd - and we do mean crowd.
We were glad to see Mrs. Pat Williams out
again. We've missed seeing you at the meetings
and on tours.

National Orange Show
The Car Show will be in the Damus Building

05~07 May - Enter on Fri at 12pm

Parade
Come and join us on Sat 6 May at 10am for the
National Orange Show Parade
Enter at the raceway

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Little League Regional Headquarters
6707 North Little League Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749
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he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle.

Changing Kingpins
The heaviest area of wear is
usually the bushings in the
spindles. New bushings must
be pressed into the spindles,
and the spindles with the new
bushings installed, must be
"pin hole honed" on a shop
machine (preferred) or reamed
using the proper sized parallel
king pin reamer.
First, have the axle checked
and straightened. It almost
always needs it. Most are bent
in the middle from hitting
something, being towed or who
knows what. With high crown
dirt roads that were little more
than horse and buggy paths
and rocks that came up above
the surface due to frost
heaves, hitting one was not a
rare occurrence.
Go one step further and
magnaflux the spindles since
there's always the chance of
having a crack in one of them.
If you are doing it yourself you
are going to need a bushing
reamer for the spindles. Just
be sure to get the right size
(.812). The king pins are only
one diameter (.812). Be
careful, some reamers may be
a little oversize and will cause
loose king pins. The key thing
is the two spindle bushings
need to be perfectly aligned to
each other. The reamer needs
to reach the second bushing to
align with the first bushing
when reaming. Likely, the cost
of the reamer will pay for the
job in a machine shop.
Having a machine shop hone
them will have greater
accuracy. Some front end
shops may use the wrong
reamer, being too short. The
reamer end MUST reach the
second bushing before the
main flutes start reaming the
first bushing, so you need one
with a longer end. The answer
is, you must first take your king
pins out and measure them.

Kingpins could be loose just
from poor fit or reamed
bushings. Check your axle
ends for snug fit. If the kingpin
has some serous movement in
the end of the axle, then your
axle is bad.
Once you press in the new
bushings you are better off
having a machine shop align
hone the bushings to size.
Reaming works, but will always
leave high spots as they do not
do a perfect cut. These high
spots will hold the kingpin tight
at first, but quickly wear to
leave a couple of thousandths
of looseness. If they are align
honed then they will be round
with no high spots and will stay
tight much longer.
If you go with the repro
kingpins and you have repro
brake pins then make sure you
do not have any binding action.
Just test fit them. Also some
repro kingpins do not have the
best holes in the center for the
pin. It is wise to check all the
fits anyway.
Also, micrometer check the
diameter of the kingpin for
(1) roundness, (2) undersize,
and (3) taper. They must come
in at .812" in all three
categories. If not, send them
back - they are not worth
installing. Demand the correct
dimension pins or hone them.
Kingpins can vary in the same
set, not by much, a few tenths
but with honing, you get them
spot on. They also vary some
from brand to brand.
Don't leave the bushings too
tight hoping that you will get
more life out of them. The
steering will be stiff and the car
will wander all over the road.
Don't over tighten the cotter
pins (tapered lock pins) that
hold the kingpin in the axle
eye. That can oval stretch the
eye. It's impossible to not have

a wobbly wheel if that happens
without shrinking the eye again
and not many places will even
try that.
As for oversized kingpins, if
they are oversized, they won't
fit through the eye of the axle.
Possibly the last comment
about reamers, remove only
one bushing, then install the
new bushing and ream it. If the
opposite bushing is removed,
the guiding plug at the end of
the reamer would be a very
sloppy fit for the Alignment
Plug that guides the reamer.
After reaming the first hole,
then replace the second
bushing and ream it.
The Sunnen hone sizes both
bushings at the same time perfectly aligned and sized for
clearance to match the size of
the spindle bolt.
BTW, while you have the car
this far apart, are your front
brake wedges known to be
good and equal or just good
used? This is a potential
problem area that can be
overlooked. The common
recommendation is to just file
the front wedge smooth and
use them. The problem is you
can end up with different
wedges from side to side. This
may give you a problem that is
not something you can adjust
out. The repro wedges are
pretty good and a
matched pair might
be a good thing.
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Dressing, Living, and Surviving
in the Latter Part of the Model A Era
by Anne Neely-Beck

Living during the latter part of the Model A era
which encompassed the Great Depression, that
started with the crash of the stock market in
1929, was challenging. Many of the clothes were
not affordable to most common ladies of that
time.
In 1931 the Great Depression was real to most
people. People sewed their own clothes, remade
them and passed them down to others. During
this time about one fourth of the nation’s work
force was unemployed. The “Dust Bowl” started
in 1931 which forced a lot of people in the
Midwest to leave and try to find work elsewhere.
In “Homeless on the Range”, by Barbara Barden
Margerum, she gives a detailed description of her
family’s experience living
in their Model A on the
road in 1931. She was four
at the time and she
recounted her family’s
travel via letters her
mother had written to her
sister and a journal that
her father kept.
The following are dresses
the lady of the house
would wear while at home

Horse power could be
an issue on rebuilding
your Model A. Many
people use the Snyder
head on their touring
engine and it cost about
$320. It looks just like
an original head but
T improves the ratio equal
I to a Model B head.
P Richard Bronstrup
T
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Tech Chairman
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doing the daily household
chores. There are morning
frocks, wash frocks, and
Hoover dresses. Hoover
dresses were an evolution
of
the
coveralls
(Hooveralls) that became
the Hoover Apron. In 1917
when Herbert Hoover was
director of the Food
Administration
he
developed a plan for
civilians to supply food to
the military; house wives
were issued a beret and
coveralls that became
known as the Hoover
apron. In 1929 when the
market crashed Hoover
was president then and a
kind of wrap-around
house dress was handed
out by city relief agencies
to families
of
the
unemployed, hence the
Hoover dress.
When the lady of the
house did go out to the market she would
change into a nicer dress and wear a hat and
gloves. If you lived on a farm these would be
dresses that you wore most of the time, except
to church or going to town.

Let the Races begin!
22 Apr Sat - Hubley Tune-up day
10am at the Bronstrup’s. Potluck luncheon
27 May Sat - 11th annual Hubley Derby Day
Woman’s Club of San Bernardino
503 W 31st Street
San Bernardino
$3 per car, $5 lunch
12 to 1pm Lunch
(Sandwich, Chips, Drink & Cookie)
11:30 to 2pm Races
Approx. 2pm Trophies will be awarded &
50/50 Drawing

Support Our Sponsors

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 864-2480

1874 Mentone Blvd
Mentone, CA 92359

Because we couldn't survive without the generosity of our sponsors, saying 'thank you'
just isn't enough. This page shines a spotlight on our sponsors.
Here the donors will shine under our Spotlight on our Sponsor in 2017!
Thanks so much for being one of our sponsors this year.
We would love for you to get to know our incredible sponsors in our Sponsor Spotlight!

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

Tech Seminar -- Safety Day
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