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M a l o o f H i s t o r i c H o m e & G a r d e n s
Paradise Valley members joined the Pomona Valley A's for a tour of

the Sam Maloof residence and gardens in Rancho Cucamonga. It
was a crisp and cold day but luckily the rain held off. About 20
attended, but because of the weather, there was only one Model A,
driven by Art Moore.
Sam Maloof was a self-taught woodworker known as America's
most widely admired contemporary furniture Craftsman. His
furniture is known for its sleek and sculptured feel. He is best known
for his rocking chairs and tables that had a base made to look like a
tree trunk with a cork top laminated to a shiny smooth surface. Sam
also made furniture for boardrooms, churches and museums. Sam
gave a piece of furniture as a gift to each of the presidents since Jimmy Carter.
Sam built his home for his wife, Alfreda and two children in Alta Loma. It was small
at first but as his business grew and he could afford to, he would add on another
room. It ended up being a unique home, that later became a historical site.
When the 210 Freeway was being built it was planned to go right through Sam's
living room so the State of California bought him a new home to live in and took
the house apart room by room and moved it to its present location in Rancho
Cucamonga. It was reassembled to its original state. The tour includes the house
which is filled with his furniture and lots of Indian art and pottery, the gallery which
shows his and other artists work and the beautiful gardens. Sam died May 21st
2009 at the age of 93. He worked up until he died because he believed he couldn't
put his name on anything unless he had a hand in part of making it.
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The weather cleared as we went to pay our final respects to our dear friend Steve Salazar who
recently passed, losing his battle with cancer. At the memorial service Steve was honored by a
Navy color guard detail that folded the flag and presented it to his loving wife Leticia. Steve was a
Navy vet having served on two aircraft carriers as a special weapons systems technician. 125
attended this solemn ceremony of his life. One of his childhood
friends recalled how Steve started working on his Model A project
and stored the project in his friends parents garage so he had room
and space to work. His childhood
friend recalled many instances when
Steve was working on his Deluxe
Delivery, a blue ribbon winner. His
dear friend Rudy Perez recalled their
friendship and some of the great
times they had on trips, especially
the wine tasting tours in route to
Sacramento. Steve was very well-known for his knowledge, advice,
expertise, and rebuilding of intricate parts. We are certain the entire
Model A community will miss our dear friend. The day continued
with a light sprinkle but they were the Angels up above weeping for
Steve's loss. He was only 62. We then bid our farewell to Leticia and told her how blessed she was
to have such a wonderful husband and soulmate. Steve, you will be greatly missed by the entire
Model A community.
V a l e n t i n e ’ s
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Richard Bronstrup gave another outstanding Tech Tip on vehicle I.D. and engine number identification
and theft prevention. By placing permanent information of the car in a secret location to properly
I.D. your car and major parts should make it useful in identifying your vehicle or part. Recording the
frame and engine numbers will be very important in proving that the stolen property is yours. This
type of hidden ID will prove your case without a doubt and only takes a few minutes to accomplish.
Afterwards a Valentine’s Day cake was served thanks to Nancy and crew.

11 Feb - Sam Maloof Home & Gardens

18 Feb - Celebration of Life

14 Feb - Valentine’s Day - General Meeting

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message
Greeting Club Members
On February 11th, some of
the Paradise Valley club
members joined the Pomona
Valley club for a tour of the
Sam Maloof residence and
Gardens. If you haven't been
there, it is worth the trip.
I met Tom Spurlin, Mike Racobs and Mike Jr.
to attend the Big 3 Parts Exchange in San
Diego. After a delicious breakfast at Rainbow
Cafe in Rainbow, we headed south. The rain
held off so the weather was good. There was
a large crowd and we got busy passing out
flyers for our annual swap meet. Shirley was
glad I didn't take a wagon because I would
have brought home more "stuff" than I
needed. There's always next year.
Looking forward to events this month, the
tech seminar safety day on the 11th. The tour
of the poppy fields on March 12th and the
brunch at Jovi's in San Bernardino on March
18th. We also have the Highland Citrus
Festival on March 25th. CCRG is March
24th-26th in Porterville. Lots to do so fire up
your A, and have some fun.
Happy St. Patrick's Day!

Officers
President - Phil Messenger
Vice President - Dan Alford
Treasurer - Sheri Racobs
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves
Member-at-Large - Ron Blackwell
Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez

Committee Directors
Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup
Installation / Holiday Banquet - Edna Blackwell
MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan
MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan
Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell

Phil Messenger

Model A-pparel - Vacant

President

Parades - Dan Alford
Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski
Photographer - Ron Blackwell
Raffles - John Benson
Refreshments - Nancy Aceves
Sponsorship - Tom Valdez

Birthdays
01 Mar - Hubert Poole
10 Mar - Blanche Weeks
14 Mar - Nancy Nelson
18 Mar - Rick Ballard
24 Mar - Edna Blackwell
27 Mar - Deena Lowe-Davidson
31 Mar - Dave Northrop

Anniversaries

Sunshine - Vacant
Swap Meet - Vacant
Tech - Richard Bronstrup
TYHTB - Vacant
Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin
Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski
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Call to Order – Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:00pm, followed by the Flag
Salute. There were no guests or new members. Phil acknowledged the January Birthdays and
Anniversaries.
Secretary – Monica Dirac – Sheri Racobs proposed a motion to accept the minutes as written in
the Steering Column, Ron Blackwell seconded the motion, all were in favor and the motion
passed.
Treasurers Report – Sheri Racobs – We have a healthy balance in our bank account. Sheri is
not sure about the MAFCA bill, but all the others are paid.
Sunshine Report – Bobbie Whipple was not present, she has moved to Florida to live with her
daughter, following Larry’s death.
Tours – Judy Spurlin – On 12th March we will visit the Antelope Valley California Poppy
Preserve. Meet at McDonalds on corner of I15 and SR 138.
TYHTB - The Club still needs a volunteer to take over organizing TYHTB.
18th March Jovi’s Diner, 123 N E St, San Bernardino.
Parade Chair – Dan Alford – Dan was not present and no parades are currently scheduled.
Membership – Edna is giving out this year’s roster which is blue plus an extra yellow one for
free. If any member would like a copy of the Club by-laws, Ron has some.
Connie has the new badges, Edna will give them out as Connie’s asthma is bothering her.
Vice President – Dan Alford. Dan was not present, but Cal Knauer was asked to bring back
the Bone Award.
Swap Meet – We still need a volunteer to organize the Swap Meet. In the meantime we need
to print flyers in time to take to the San Diego Swap Meet.
Hubley Derby – Richard Bronstrup. The Hubley Derby will be held on 27 th May at the San
Bernardino Women’s Club and the Tune-Up will be on 22nd April.
Tech Talk – Richard Bronstrup – Richard talked about changing the voltage on your Ford
Model A from 6 volts to 12. One of the major problems with a 6-volt system is that if your
battery dies, no one can jumpstart your car. It is also much harder to buy new bulbs for your
headlights and halogen bulbs are not available. Richard provided handouts covering the
changes needed. Here are a few of them. You will need to replace the generator with an
alternator and replace the starter motor. The engine will turn over much more easily with a 12volt system. The ground will need to be changed from positive ground to negative, the fuse
needs to be changed from a 20amp to a 30 amp, the ammeter on the dashboard needs to be
changed and the coil on the horn rewound. Good luck!
Phil thanked for the plentiful snacks.
Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 8:15pm.
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07 Mar Tue 7pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. & Green Burrito 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407

11 Mar Sat 9am - Tech Seminar - Safety Day

Jeff Holmes Automotive 8087 Schaefer Ave. Ontario, Flo’s for lunch afterwards

12 Mar Sun - Daylight Saving Time Begins - Clocks are turned forward.
14 Mar Tue 7pm - General Meeting
18 Mar Sat 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Jovi's Diner
123 N. E Street San Bernardino
24~26 Mar - CCRG - Central California Regional Group Jamboree
Porterville, California - Host: Happy Honkers Chapter

25 Mar Sat 8am - Highland Citrus Harvest Festival
Main Street and Cole Avenue

01 Apr Sat 10am - Norton AFB Museum Anniversary
1601 E. 3rd Street, San Bernardino

01 Apr Sat 9am - Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve

Hwy 138 McDonalds
Parking Fees - $9 per vehicle with senior on board, $5 per vehicle with Disabled Card

02 Apr Sun 8am - Orange County Pancake Breakfast

Hart Park, 701 S. Glassell St., Orange $6
Don't forget to bring return address labels to put on your drawing tickets
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04 Apr Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. & Green Burrito 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407

09 Apr Sun 10:30am - TYHTB Angus McCurdy & Tour two car collections
Angus McCurdy's 1625 Industrial Park, Redlands 92379

11 Apr Tue 7pm - General Meeting
22 Apr Sat 10am - Hubley Tune-up Day
Pot Luck lunch Bronstrup's

29 Apr Sat 9am - Victoria Avenue Days

Poly High School on Central Ave and Victoria Ave

02 May Tue 6:30pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. & Green Burrito 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407

05~14 May Fri 10am - National Orange Show
09 May Tue 7pm - General Meeting
12 May Fri - MAFCA Board of Directors Meeting
13 May Sat 9am - Huntington Library
20 May Sat 10am - Riverside Vintage Home Tour

Privately owned vintage homes of Riverside. Includes 2 tickets per car.

21 May Sun 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch (Tentative)
27 May Sat 9am - Hubley Derby Day
Woman's Club 503 West 31st Street San Bernardino

29 May Mon - Memorial Day
Rely on the Website for the most current information

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.

The Star-Spangled Banner is adopted
as the United States National Anthem
A national anthem is generally a patriotic
musical composition that evokes and eulogizes
the history, traditions and struggles of its people,
recognized either by a nation's government as
the official national song, or by convention
through use by the people. The majority of
national anthems are either marches or hymns
in style.
“The Star-Spangled Banner" is the national
anthem of the United States of America. The
lyrics come from "Defence of Fort M'Henry", a
poem written on September 14, 1814, by the
35-year-old lawyer and amateur poet Francis
Scott Key after witnessing the bombardment of
Fort McHenry by British ships of the Royal Navy
in Baltimore Harbor during the Battle of
Baltimore in the War of 1812. Key was inspired
by the large American flag, the Star-Spangled
Banner, flying triumphantly above the fort during
the American victory.
The poem was set to the tune of a popular
British song written by John Stafford Smith for
the Anacreontic Society, a men's social club in
London. "To Anacreon in Heaven" (or "The
Anacreontic Song"), with various lyrics, was
already popular in the United States. Set to
Key's poem and renamed "The Star-Spangled
Banner", it soon became a well-known American
patriotic song. With a range of one octave and
one fifth (a semitone more than an octave and a
half), it is known for being difficult to sing.
Although the poem has four stanzas, only the
first is commonly sung today.
"The Star-Spangled Banner" was recognized for
official use by the United States Navy in 1889,
and by U.S. President Woodrow Wilson in 1916,
and was made the national anthem by a
congressional resolution on March 3, 1931 (46
Stat. 1508, codified at 36 U.S.C. § 301), which
was signed by President Herbert Hoover.
Before 1931, other songs served as the hymns
of American officialdom. "Hail, Columbia" served
this purpose at official functions for most of the
19th century. "My Country, 'Tis of Thee", whose
melody is identical to "God Save the Queen",
the British national anthem, also served as a de
facto anthem. Following the War of 1812 and
subsequent American wars, other songs
emerged to compete for popularity at public
events, among them "The Star-Spangled
Banner", as well as "America the Beautiful".

Blast from the Past
From our April 1962 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault

Door Opener
How I became interested in Model A’s wasn't of
my own accord.
Roland had a ‘53 Ford Pickup at the time. He
told me he had seen a ‘29 Roadster pickup he
wanted. So he sold the ‘53 and bought the ‘2 9 ! !
At the time I thought he had completely lost his
mind. To me it was a hunk of j u n k ! But as he
began fixing it up, it became cuter and I started
weakening more each time something new was
added.
Then the club was organized and he helped get
that started. That did it. I could see I couldn't
fight it, so I joined them. We were on a tour one
day and I decided I would like one of my own to
mess with. So we started looking for an A with a
little more feminine attraction than the pickup.
We found her laying in a garage in Riverside
sick, sick, sick. We got her home and that's
when I decided I had lost my mind. Three weeks
later during the sanding and paint removing
process I was sure of it. Today as I look at her, I
can recall how she looked that day and it makes
you feel like you have really accomplished
something. All I have to say at this point is, I
wish Roland could get as interested in my
housework as I am about model age.
Earlene Hoon
To give your new
blackwall tires that soft,
velvet black look, put a
small amount of lacquer
thinner on a rag that
doesn't leave lint, and
apply it to the side
walls, using a light,
T even, pressure. Follow
the circular shape of the
I tire.
P Richard Bronstrup
T
E
C
H

Tech Chairman

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Little League Regional Headquarters
6707 North Little League Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749

T

he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle. Currently it is held by Cal Knauer.

Steering Columns
There were 2
entirely different
Model A
steering
columns, the 7-tooth
and the 2-tooth.
Of these there are three
different lengths and seven
different versions of the
steering column. Two for the
7-tooth and five for the 2-tooth.
1928-29 thru early '30 had its
column made as a unit with
box. L1930-31 was with
separate column tube held to
box by a simple clamp at the
bottom. At the top of actual box
there is a clamp around the
tube. If no clamp, remove
steering wheel (you need to do
that for both) and whole mess
can be dropped out the bottom.
You should be able to get it out
up hill too if you remove toe
and floor boards.
1928 - 1929 7-tooth
The shaft is 44 1/2" long and
the end of the shaft is splined
for the 1928-29 style steering
wheel.
The late ‘29 steering column
has a flat area at the top of the
column
tube
where
the
serrations are for the gas and
spark rods. It is flat like the
1928 thru early ‘29 columns
that have the tube welded to
the box, but it has a clamp at
the bottom like the 1930-31.
1930 - 1931 2-tooth
In mid-1929, Ford changed
from the seven-tooth system to
the two-tooth steering box, also
changing the way the steering
wheel was mounted.
Ford & Gemmer were the two
manufacturers of the 2-tooth
steering box. All parts are
interchangeable, except the

worm gear, 2 races & 2
bearings. The Ford box has a
large “F” on the outside where
the worms are located. This
change was made in December
1930.
The steering shaft for the
two-tooth steering was made
considerably smaller in diameter
than the 1928-29 7-tooth
steering. That is why Ford went
from a splined shaft to a
tapered and keyed shaft.
The two-tooth steering shaft
uses a woodruff wedge to
anchor the steering wheel
instead of the splines. A 1929
two-tooth column is easily
distinguishable
from
the
1928-29 seven-tooth column,
in that its column tube is bolted
in place just above the steering
box, and the box itself has four
large nuts on the outboard side
for making one of the steering
adjustments. The "ears" on the
quadrant beneath the steering
wheel are different from the
1930-31 two-tooth design, in
case you can't tell one from the
other without a steering wheel
in place.
43" Steering Shaft
The steering shaft for the mid1929 to Jan 1930 2-tooth
Gemmer
steering
boxes.
Measure your old shaft to be
sure you have the correct
shaft.
44" Steering Shaft
The steering shaft for the Feb
1930 to 1931 Gemmer 2-tooth
steering box only.
Adjustments
To
adjust
the
two-tooth
steering
box
follow
the
directions in the Model A Ford
Mechanics Handbook.

If you just want to tighten up
your steering, you can make
three of the four adjustments
without removing the steering
column.
First adjustment: Start by
loosening the upper race jam
nut on shaft end play bolt.
Tighten end play bolt until snug
and then back off 1/8 turn.
Then tighten the jam nut and
upper race locking bolt.
Second adjustment: Start by
loosening the jam nut on sector
shaft end play screw. With a
stubby screwdriver, tighten
sector end play screw and then
tighten jam nut.
Third adjustment: This is the
most critical and delicate. Jack
the front end of your car up
until both front tires clear. Spin
steering wheel to make sure it
spins free. Then with a 5/8”
wrench, loosen the four
housing cover nuts about one
turn each. With a 7/8” wrench,
turn the eccentric adjusting
sleeve nut clockwise to tighten.
Careful, a little bit goes a long
way with this adjustment. Spin
the steering wheel lock to lock
in place, making sure you don’t
have a high spot. If you do, you
will
know
it.
Turn
it
counterclockwise to loosen.
With the steering aimed
straight, wiggle the steering
wheel while watching the front
tires for play. When satisfied,
tighten the four housing nuts
and recheck your adjustments.
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Model A - pparel

The following examples of outer wear are from
the Sears catalog. In reviewing the material,
there was not much variety for boys, usually a
double breasted coat, while girls had more styles
to choose from. Sweaters were seen in cardigan
and pull over styles for both sexes. Matching hats
were also worn in cold weather.
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D. All wool Germania chinchilla
heavyweight overcoat. Lined in wool
plaid flannel. Deep pockets. Comes
in navy blue. One size ages up to 4
years.
Sears Fall & Winter 1929-30
E. A heavy washable cotton
suede cloth which looks like fine
suede leather and wears almost
as well. This three-piece set,
with sliding rustproof fastener,
is practical for boys and girls.
Brown, red or Copenhagen
blue. Ages 2 to 7 years.

A. All wool flannel coat with a
detachable cape. The cape
and collar are trimmed in
astrakhan krimmer cloth. The
cape fastens to the coat
with snap fasteners that
can be easily detached.
Lined with sateen and
Sears Fall & Winter 1929-30
warmly interlined. It came in
**
Note: Slide fasteners or
Copenhagen blue. Ages 2 to
zippers were seen during the
6 years.
Model A era; however, our
Sears Fall & Winter 1929-30 research indicates that the zipper was used in
boots, heavy weight winter jackets and sports
clothing. We have not found any documentation
that the zipper was used in men’s
trousers or women’s dresses.
B. A sturdy double breasted
Admiral Style coat of heavy
weight chinchilla cloth. The yoke
F. These two sweater coats are of
and sleeves are sateen lined
all-wool. Ages 2 to 6 years.
with a scarlet all wool flannel
Sears Fall & Winter 1929-30
lining. Ages 1 to 4 years.
Sears Fall & Winter 1929-30

C. Smart overcoat of heavy
weight all wool plaid. It is
warmly lined with 3⁄4 wool
flannel. The yoke and
sleeves are lined in sateen.
Note the tan leather aviator
style helmet. Ages 1 to 4
years.
Sears Fall & Winter 1929-30

G. The blue and red slipover
sweater is appropriate for boys or
girls. Knit
in elastic rib stitch of
all wool worsted with
varied color Rayon
stripes. The brown
button up sweater
also comes in navy
blue or red. Medium
weight
all
wool
sweater
with
two
pockets and attractive
stripes.
Sears Fall & Winter ‘29-30

Support Our Sponsors

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 864-2480

1874 Mentone Blvd
Mentone, CA 92359

Because we couldn't survive without the generosity of our sponsors, saying 'thank you'
just isn't enough. This page shines a spotlight on our sponsors.
Here the donors will shine under our Spotlight on our Sponsor in 2017!
Thanks so much for being one of our sponsors this year.
We would love for you to get to know our incredible sponsors in our Sponsor Spotlight!

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

Sam Maloof Home & Gardens
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