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Progressive Breakfast
January 14th turned out to be a beautiful day in San Bernardino for
the progressive breakfast, after a very much needed wet couple of
days. We started out at Tom
Valdez’s house with Mexican
bread, juice and coffee. He needed
to borrow a 40 cup coffee maker
and all went well.
Thanks to Al and Nancy Aceves
along with Richard and Cheri
Bronstrup for their assistance in helping Tom with the setup and
making of the coffee. There were nine model A's and 21 people.
While there, we got to see Tom's Model A Roadster pickup that he has been working on.
Everything on the chassis has been rebuilt and powder coated. He now just needs the body
finished to complete his project.
From there we headed to the Alfords for a delicious egg casserole
and other goodies. After some chit-chat it was time to head over
to our next stop.
The last stop was the Bensons for
"sweets" and they certainly were.
Yummy !
Thank you to Renée for the idea
and planning. Also to Tom, the
Alfords and the Bensons for
opening their homes, and to all who cooked and provided food for
this fun and successful Progressive Breakfast. If you don’t
participate you miss out on all the fun.
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It was a cold morning for the New Years day tour. Starting at
9:00am at the 76 gas station in Temecula, with Rudy and Lori
Perez as the tour leaders from the Temecula A’s. With 28 cars (10
of them Model A's) members from Temecula, Orange Blossoms,
Palomar V8, PVMAFC and other guests traveled
the back roads through Valley Center and
Ramona to Escondido to the home of Dave and
Gayla Louzek. There we checked out his
collection of cars which included ‘47 Ford Woody,
‘54 Ford and a ‘64 Ford Galaxy that was parked in the trailer to make room in the
shop. He had a Volkswagen and Porsche also and an original ‘67 Cobra signed
hood by Carol Shelby. They were very hospitable and even had fresh baked
cookies. We all then went to Cocina Del Charro Mexican Restaurant in Escondido
for a delicious lunch.
Thank you to Rudy and Lori Perez for putting together another great New Years day tour.

29 Jan - Celebration of Life

14 Jan - Progressive Breakfast

1 Jan - New Years Day tour

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message
reeting Club Members
January was a busy month
starting out with the New
Year's Day tour with the
Temecula Valley Model A
Club, to Dave and Gayla
Louzek's
home
in
Escondido.
The progressive breakfast
on January 14th was a fun-filled event,
enjoyed by all.
On January 29th many of our club members,
as well as members from other local clubs,
met at the Whipple residence for Larry's
Memorial and "celebration of life". Our
thoughts and prayers go out to Bobby and
family.
Looking forward to February events, including
a tour to Sam Maloofs historical home on
February 11th.
The Big three parts exchange is coming up,
February 24th through 26th in San Diego. We
will be passing out flyers for our annual swap
meet in September.
Happy Valentine's Day

Phil Messenger
President

Officers
President - Phil Messenger
Vice President - Dan Alford
Treasurer - Sheri Racobs
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves
Member-at-Large - Ron Blackwell
Member-at-Large - Tom Valdez

Committee Directors
Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup
Installation / Holiday Banquet - Edna Blackwell
MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan
MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan
Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Model A-pparel - Vacant

Birthdays
1 Feb - David Serrano
3 Feb - Marilyn Bauer
4 Feb - Bryan Glidewell
8 Feb - Tom Spurlin
9 Feb - Sharon Lopez
13 Feb - Carol Jackson
15 Feb - Jeanene Buchanan
22 Feb - Barbara Yost

Anniversaries

7 Feb - Achey, Ira & Barbara
14 Feb - Bruns, Rick & Diane
14 Feb - Sandefur, Mark & Julie

Parades - Dan Alford
Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski
Photographer - Ron Blackwell
Raffles - John Benson
Refreshments - Nancy Aceves
Sponsorship - Tom Valdez
Sunshine - Bobbie Whipple
Swap Meet - Vacant
Tech - Richard Bronstrup
TYHTB - Vacant
Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin
Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski
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Call to Order – Phil Messenger called the meeting to order at 7:00pm, followed by the Flag
Salute. There were no guests or new members.
President – Phil Messenger - Phil thanked Edna for the table decorations and Mike for the slide
show at our Christmas Party. Phil acknowledged the January Birthdays and Anniversaries.
Sunshine Report – Bobbie Whipple – Bobbie sent a card to Shirley Messenger who had knee
surgery earlier today. She has already been up and walking and will return home tomorrow.
Secretary – Monica Dirac – Larry Whipple made a motion that the minutes be approved as
written in the Steering Column, Sheri Racobs seconded, all were in favor and the motion approved.
Treasurers Report – Sheri Racobs – Sheri does not have the books yet as they need to be
audited before she can take over as Treasurer from Dan Deane.
Parade Chair – Dan Alford – No parades are currently scheduled.
Tours – Judy Spurlin – Judy is looking in to a trip to the Huntington Library and Gardens. The
entry fee is $25, $21 for seniors over 65. Ron invited us to join the Pomona Club for a tour of Sam
Maloof’s house and gardens on 11th February. The gardens are free but a tour of the house is $15
for adults and $12 for seniors over 65. The gates open at noon, meet at 11.45am at 5131
Carnelian St, Alta Loma.
TYHTB – Renee has been busy organizing a Progressive Breakfast for 14th January. At the
Christmas Party she handed out maps with directions to Tom’s house. Meet at 8:30am for coffee
and something sweet at Tom’s place, the next stop will be at the Alfords’ house.
The Club still needs a volunteer to take over organizing TYHTB.
Membership – Edna would like all members to check the new roster before the end of the
meeting to make sure their information is correct, so the roster can go to press.
Vice President – Dan Alford. Dan did not have any announcements to make.
Hubley Derby – Richard Bronstrup. The Hubley Derby will be held on 27th May at the San
Bernardino Women’s Club and the Tune-Up will be on 22nd April.
Tech Talk – Richard Bronstrup – Richard talked about changing the voltage on your Model A
Ford from 6 volts to 12. One of the major problems with a 6-volt system is that if your battery dies,
no one can jumpstart your car. It is also much harder to buy new bulbs for your headlights and
halogen bulbs are not available. Richard provided handouts covering the changes needed. Here
are a few of them. You will need to replace the generator with an alternator and replace the starter
motor. The engine will turn over much more easily with a 12-volt system. The ground will need to
be changed from positive ground to negative, the fuse needs to be changed from a 20amp to a 30
amp, the ammeter on the dashboard needs to be changed and the coil on the horn rewound.
Good luck!
Phil thanked for the plentiful snacks.
Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 8:15pm.
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04 Feb Sat - MAFCA Board of Directors Meeting
28
05 Feb Sun - Superbowl
07 Feb Tue 12:30pm - Board Meeting Food Connection
11 Feb Sat 12:45am - Sam Maloof Gardens & Galleries
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5131 Carnelian Street, Alta Loma, CA 91701
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Art Moore’s 333 E 23rd Street, Upland
24~26 Feb Fri~Sun - BIG 3 Auto Parts Exchange
Fri 12~4pm, Sat 8~4pm, Sun 8~4pm. There is no charge to the general public to attend
this event, however, there is a $10 stadium parking fee, free with handicap placard. This
is the biggest and best swap meet in California. If you need parts for your ‘A’, this is the
place to find them. Bring our Swapmeet flyers and help pass them out.
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14 Feb Tue 7pm - General Meeting - Valentine’s Day
18 Feb Sat 11am - Steve Salazar ‘Celebration of Life’

07 Mar Tue 7pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. & Green Burrito 4424 University Parkway, San Bernardino, CA 92407

11 Mar Sat 9am - Tech Seminar - Safety Day

Jeff Holmes Automotive 8087 Schaefer Ave. Ontario, Flo’s for lunch afterwards

12 Mar Sun - Daylight Saving Time Begins - Clocks are turned forward.
12 Mar Sun 9am - Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve
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Hwy 138 McDonalds
Parking Fees - $9 per vehicle with senior on board, $5 per vehicle with Disabled Card

14 Mar Tue 7pm - General Meeting
18 Mar Sat 10:30am - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Jovi's Diner

123 N. E Street San Bernardino
24~26 Mar - CCRG - Central California Regional Group Jamboree
Porterville, California - Host: Happy Honkers Chapter

25 Mar Sat 8am - Highland Citrus Harvest Festival
Main Street and Cole Avenue

01 Apr Sat 10am - Norton AFB Museum Anniversary
1601 E. 3rd Street in San Bernardino

02 Apr Sun 8am - Orange County Pancake Breakfast

Hart Park, 701 S. Glassell St., Orange $6
Don't forget to bring return address labels to put on your drawing tickets

04 Apr Tue 7pm - Board Meeting

Carl's Jr. & Green Burrito 4424 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407

09 Apr Sat 10:30am - TYHTB Angus McCurdy & Tour two car collections
Angus McCurdy's 1625 Industrial Park, Redlands 92379

11 Apr Tue 7pm - General Meeting
22 Apr Sat 10am - Hubley Tune-up Day
Pot Luck lunch Bronstrup's

Rely on the Website for the most current information

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.

Riverside County
While no missions were ever built in what would
become Riverside County, the San Gabriel
mission claimed lands in what is now Jurupa,
Riverside, San Jacinto, and the San Gorgonio
Pass, while the San Luis Rey mission claimed
land in what is now Lake Elsinore, Temecula,
and Murrieta.
These lands were used for
grazing of the large herds of cattle and sheep
that belonged to the missions.
The Mission Period lasted until 1832, when
Mexico, having taken over California from Spain
10 years earlier, desecularized the missions,
and began doling out the vast mission holdings
to political favorites, wealthy people, and cronies
of the governors of California. The "grants" were
called ranchos, and many of the ranchos in
Riverside County have lent their names to
modern-day locales - Jurupa, San Jacinto, San
Gorgonio, Temecula, and La Laguna (Lake
Elsinore).
With the advent of the transcontinental railroad
in 1869, land speculators, developers, and
colonists began to swarm to Southern California.
The first colony in what would become Riverside
County was Riverside itself. Judge John Wesley
North, a staunch temperance-minded abolitionist
from Tennessee, brought a group of associates
and co-investors out and founded Riverside on
part of the Jurupa Rancho. A few years after,
the navel orange was planted and found to be
such a success that full-scale planting started.
By the time of Riverside County's formation,
Riverside had grown to become the wealthiest
city per capita in the country, due to the riches of
the navel orange.
By the late 1880's and early 1890's, there was
growing discontent between Riverside and San
Bernardino. There were many political, spiritual,
and economic differences between the two
towns. San Bernardino was predominantly
Democratic in nature, allowed saloons, and had
been a hot-bed of secessionist sympathy during
the Civil War. Riverside was temperance minded
(few saloons if any were allowed in Riverside
proper), and Republican. In addition, both towns
were competing for settlers in an era in which
many towns were languishing or dying because
of a lack of inhabitants. After a series of
instances in which charges were claimed about
unfair use of tax monies to the benefit of the City
of San Bernardino only, several people from
Riverside decided to investigate the possibility of
a new county. Joined by San Diego County
residents in the Temecula and San Jacinto
Valleys and the desert region who were tired of
living so far from their county seat, they
petitioned the State legislature, held an election,
and on May 9, 1893 formed Riverside County.

Blast from the Past
From our April 1962 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault

Sciot’s Parade
Again on Sunday morning bright and early - 11
o'clock to be exact - nineteen Model A’s met at
Snows and toured to Pioneer Park in San
Bernardino to participate in the Sciot’s Parade.
Appropriate fashions again added color to the
event of the day.
The parade started to move promptly at 12:15 as
announced and we started to move at 1:50.
However, the long delay was well rewarded
when we received the first place Citrus Sam
trophy in the car division.
Model A's representing the following families
were there: Mills, Hoon, Brown, Hendricks,
Twiss, Loomis, Holbrook, Hooper, Stephens,
Baek, Smith, Jones, O'Hair, Kellogg, Dibler, Cox,
Poole, Lawrance, and Markman.
Leroy Markman, who had a ‘29 sedan, is a
member of the Harbor Area club, and has
recently moved to Ontario. We were glad to
welcome him as a guest in the parade.
Following the parade some members headed
for home and some headed for Riverside and a
burger bar where they enjoyed grinders.
I hope everyone can
attend Safety Day on
March 11th at Jeff
Holmes’ shop at 9 a.m.
He has a great lube pit,
so bring your motor oil
and do your lube job
and minor repairs while
you're changing your oil.
T We
will
also
be
I adjusting brakes.
P Richard Bronstrup
T
E
C
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Tech Chairman

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Little League Regional Headquarters
6707 North Little League Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749

T

he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle. Currently it is held by Cal Knauer.

Electronic Ignition
The Model A ignition has no
advance / retard other than what
you control manually from the
steering wheel lever. In
addition, the standard
distributor needs to be oiled
every 500 miles to keep the
bushings in good shape, and of
course requires routine contact
point maintenance.
The stock Model A ignition
switch, called a pop-out, is so
named since when you turn the
key to the run position, it pops
out. You can then remove the
key if you wish, and simply
push it back in to turn the
motor off.
Electrically, the
stock switch routes the signal
from the coil through the steel
cable assembly (for theft
protection) to the distributor.
An option that you may want to
consider is an upgraded
distributor that has automatic
advance and electronic
triggering, but still looks
completely stock.
Providing
automatic advance is
favorable to do since the motor
isn't running full advance at low
RPMs. However, unlike most
later ignitions, this type
upgraded unit doesn't have
vacuum advance to let the
timing retard a little during
heavy throttle settings.
Just as with the original, take
notice that instead of spark
plug wires, there are brass
strips that serve this purpose.
You must be a little careful
where you put your hands
when the engine is running, as
there is plenty of voltage going
through those uninsulated
strips.
An o th e r o p tion is t h e
Transpark electronic ignition
conversation kit with remote
coil conversion. It replaces the
points and condenser with

an electronic module. This item
includes all hardware and
wiring to convert a points type
distributor to an electronic type.
It uses the stock housing and
is concealed behind the
firewall. You will get improved
spark, reliability, and enhanced
power, providing increased
reliability and increased spark
energy.
The Transpark requires no
maintenance and preserves
the external appearance of the
Model A's original ignition
system.
This is a Nu-Rex brand for 6 or
12 volt applications, positive or
negative ground and includes a
system-matched ignition coil.
No original parts are changed
or modified during installation,
making it easy to convert the
ignition system back to Henry's
original configuration if desired.
The unit simply connects to the
coil in the same wiring position
as your original (pop-out switch
cannot be used). There is no
rat’s nest of multiple wires or
an unsightly “black box” to
hang on the firewall. No points,
no condenser!
The FSI Electronic Ignition
Conversion Kit, featuring the
PerTronix Electronic Ignitor,
(replaces the upper plate parts
in your stock distributor) bolts
to your distributor (the lower
plate is no longer needed) and
the included plastic ring
presses onto your cam. The
wires are fed through a new
spring conduit, that is very
similar to the old pop-out cable,
t o m a int a in t he st o ck
appearance. Each kit comes
with a coil matched to the
proper OHMs.
Distributor installation is
straightforward with good
instructions.
However, the

Model A doesn't have timing
marks, and with the electronic
ignition, you can't measure
when it sparks except with use
of a timing light.
Timing Kit / Degree Indicator
This kit allows you to get your
timing right on the money using
a timing light. Once timing is
set, there is no longer any
need to set timing using a pin.
Also comes with gauge that
lays on distributor body so you
can see how many degrees
you are moving cam.
Unlike a normal distributor, but
just like the original Model A,
rather than spinning the
distributor around to set timing,
you loosen a screw in the top
of the distributor shaft, and the
rotor/points assembly can be
twisted around to where you
want it, then you tighten the
screw to lock in the setting.
Small changes can be made
spinning the distributor, but
there isn't a lot of rotation
available because of the strips
that serve as spark plug wires.
You may notice that water is
spitting out of the radiator from
time to time. Thinking that it
must be a blown head gasket
and getting combustion air into
the cooling system, you pull
the head. Prior to pulling the
head, put the engine at TDC to
help realign the distributor
upon reassembly. If it turns out
that the head gasket wasn't
blown, notice the #1 piston to
see if it is all the way to the top
of its stroke. You may discover
that the TDC notch in the
timing gear is not really
showing top dead center. As a
result, the timing is too far
advanced, and that was
causing the water issue. A
new lesson about automotive
assumptions was learned.

t is with a heavy heart to
I
announce the passing of
longtime member Larry

"Bucko" Whipple. He passed
away early the morning of
Monday, 23 January 2017.
Larry has been a PVMAFC
member since November 2007.
Born on 7 September 1931, he lived a full and
happy life making friends with everyone he
met. Larry touched so many with his humor,
stories and giving nature.
On 29 January a Memorial and "Celebration of
Life" was held at the Whipples home. The
weather was beautiful and it was a great day to
remember all of the good times with food and
friends. There were 70 members from the
Paradise Valley Model A's, Hemet Cruisin’ A's,
Temecula Valley Model A's and Pomona Valley
Model A's in attendance.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to Bobbie and
family as we move forward.
Two roads diverged in the woods, and I —
I took the one less traveled,
And that has made all the difference.
He left our road to pursue a different highway.
We wish him good journeys in his new home
beyond our hills. He will be missed by
everyone and we will sorely miss his presence
at our meetings.
The membership and Club wish to extend
our sincere sympathy and condolences.
Rest in Peace Larry.

Larry and Bobbie Whipple - Featured Members
by Larry Whipple
From article Temecula Valley Ford Model A Club

I, Larry, and my first wife joined the Hemet
Crusin’ A’s Model A Club back in 2000. Two
weeks later my wife passed away. Bobbie and
her husband joined the Hemet club and after a
short period Bobbie’s husband also passed
away. We also had joined the Temecula A’s as
well as the Paradise A’s. Soon thereafter in
about 2003 Bobbie made some cookies and
invited me over and soon I got hooked on her
cookies. Since I had nothing to do with my
time
I
decided to
buy a Model
A, a 1929
r u n n in g
chassis and
build
a
speedster.
That took a while but it was fun.
Back in 2006 I retired from driving trucks for
some 52 years, just before leaving on the
Scandinavian tour. I also got a 1931 Coupe
and a 1930 Fordor and kept them for a few
years. After a time we decided to go on a tour
to Scandinavia also with the Garwood club,
which had planned the tour. On the
Scandinavian tour we had 24 Model A’s in the
tour group. The cars were shipped 6 weeks
ahead of time before their drivers left to join
them. The group flew out of LAX to Paris,
France which took some 11 and 1/2 hours.
There we changed planes and 2 hours later
we were in Denmark. The group spent a week
in each country of the tour including Denmark,
Norway and Sweden. And what a great time
we had! And after returning from the trip we
hopped into our motor home and went to
Florida for Bobbie’s daughter’s wedding. We
only had a week’s time to get there. Then,
after the wedding and a few days of visiting we
headed back home but were not rushed for
time. It took us some 6 weeks to tour the good
old USA and it was a lot of fun.
Then we decided to get married in 2007. We
had our wedding in the Garwood back yard
and had a lot of Model A friends attend with
their Model As. Some 50 people and 14 cars
together with our families. We then decided
then that we only needed one Model A and so
we sold the Coupe and the Speedster.
Since then we have been on a lot of tours in
the last 10 years and we have met a lot of very
nice people.

Support Our Sponsors

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 864-2480

1874 Mentone Blvd
Mentone, CA 92359

Because we couldn't survive without the generosity of our sponsors, saying 'thank you'
just isn't enough. This page shines a spotlight on our sponsors.

Here the donors will shine under our Spotlight on our Sponsor in 2017!
Thanks so much for being one of our sponsors this year.
We would love for you to get to know our incredible sponsors in our Sponsor Spotlight!

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

Celebration of Life
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