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J u l 4 t h - I n d e p e n d e n c e D a y
It was a beautiful day to celebrate our nations 239th birthday! The annual Highland 4th of July
parade started at Baseline and Church Ave and terminated at the Highland Senior Center. Tom was
able hitch a ride with Richard Knowlton who was able get his 1929 Tudor running after several years
of being absent (it did need a minor tightening of the hose clamp from hitting the fan). During the
parade Tom and Richard had an interesting conversation where Tom found out that his second son
played football with Richard on the same teams during their younger days. What a surprise! From
there the club regrouped and headed to Redlands convening at Franklin School to join in on the
festivities at the Redlands Parade.
At the assembly point Tom met up with his gal pal. She assisted Dave and Karen Cornelius
decorating their car and had a ball! It was her first time riding with the club and she spotted several
friends and neighbors along the parade route having so much fun. After the parade the group of
cars and members met at Sizzlers for lunch and had a great time.
L i b r a r y

D a y s

‘ A m e r i c a n a ’

Smiles and hearty laughs were common sights and sounds at the Redlands
Smiley Library’s annual Library Days
celebration. ‘Americana’ was served up in
the form of classic games, cars, music and
other activities.
Music was the key part of the eclectic
celebration with the West Palm Avenue
Band performing a free concert of classic
American rock tunes in the park next to the
Lincoln Memorial Shrine.
A host of activities took place at the library and in Smiley Park with a variety
of fun activities and games such as face painting, a cupcake walk, beanbag
toss, sack races and hula hoops. Screenings of the classic cartoons “The
Jetsons“ and “The Flintstones” in the library’s assembly room with
complimentary popcorn brought a welcome break to the triple-digit temperature.
One of the event’s biggest draws was the In-N-Out truck, which served free burgers and drinks to
the first 400 guests who participated in any activity. There was also complimentary snow cones
available which brought a welcome relief to the hot temperature. The Lincoln Memorial Shrine was
also open extended hours and provided some additional alleviation from the heat.
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We started with brunch at Vicky’s Burgers and traveled to downtown
San Bernardino for the 2015 "Great Race", which began near St.
Louis and followed the historic Route 66, ending in Santa Monica on
June 28th. It is a competition based on precision driving and
navigational skills. Cars start – and hopefully finish – one minute
apart, if all goes according to plan. The biggest part of the challenge
other than staying on time and following the instructions is getting an
old car to the finish line each day. The entourage included 120
antique vehicles. Eight participating teams came from Japan, one
from Germany, two from England, one from Canada and more than
100 from the United States.”
The vehicles, each with a driver and navigator, are given precise instructions each day that detail
every move down to the second. They are scored at secret check points along the way and are
penalized one second for each second either early or late. As in golf, the lowest score wins.
A giant Welcoming Arch greeted visitors at Court Street and a huge American flag was on display at
city hall, with the National Anthem being sung at the beginning of the event.
A ‘Parade of Patriots’ veterans parade started the arrival ceremony, featuring military vehicles and
honoring veterans and Wounded Warriors prior to the arrival of the race cars.
Top prize of $50,000 with rest of the $150,000 prize money was awarded at the closing banquet.

Redlands Parade

.

Highland Parade

.

Great Race

TYHYB - Vickey’s Burgers

Library Days ‘Americana’

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message
Greetings A club members
I would sincerely like to thank Cathy for her
PowerPoint presentation on the ‘Spirit of
Redlands’, a 1930 Tudor Deluxe Phaeton,
beautifully restored by Mr. Dave Northrop.
Cathy's presentation and narrative was an
example of bringing out the facts and specific
accomplishments of Mr. Northrop's
adventures in the Model A's resurrection from
a pasture in Colorado to a rolling chassis in
California. The old saying “rust is gold” in this
hobby certainly opened my eyes to the true
meaning. As Cathy narrated to show the
historic background of Dave’s discovery of this
vintage automobile, found in the
fields of Colorado, she told
Dave’s story of negotiating the
price with the owner and the
recovery, to taking it home and
beginning the arduous task of
restoring it to its current beauty,
to its run in several Great Race
cross-country events. An event
not judge by speed but by perfect navigation
and timing to arrive at designated points along
the planned route. Timing is everything in this
historic event. The day in San Bernardino
celebrated this years entrance that repeated
the annual Great Race.
With summer hitting its peak and longer days,
we can expect more fun trips. Our next
venture will be the train to the California
Science Center to see the Dead Sea Scrolls.

Tom Valdez

Officers
President - Tom Valdez
Vice President - Richard Bronstrup
Treasurer - Jeanene Buchanan
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves
Member-at-Large - Ron Buchanan
Member-at-Large - Rick Perez

Committee Directors
Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup
Installation / Holiday Banquet - Edna Blackwell
MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan
MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan
Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell

El Presidente

Model A-pparel -

Birthdays

4 Jul - Ron Blackwell
4 Jul - Lori Hendricks
6 Jul - Mark Hammons
6 Jul - Shirley Messenger
7 Jul - Judy Benson
9 Jul - Dave Cornelius
13 Jul - Dan Deane
13 Jul - David Serrano
15 Jul - Norma Kelly
30 Jul - Richard Bronstrup
30 Jul - Connie Tate

Anniversaries

4 Jul - Jackson, Jim & Carol
4 Jul - Patrick, Joe & Judy
5 Jul - Ward, Bob & Anna
9 Jul - Bronstrup, Richard & Cheri
17 Jul - Knauer, Cal & Helen
25 Jul - Northrop, David & LeeAnn

Parades - Ron Blackwell
Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski
Photographer - Ron Blackwell
Raffles - John Benson
Refreshments - Nancy Aceves
Sunshine - Bobbie Whipple
Swap Meet - John Benson
Tech - Richard Bronstrup
TYHTB - Dee & Rick Perez
Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin
Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski
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Call to Order – Tom Valdez called the meeting to order at 7.00pm, followed by the Flag
Salute.
President – We had one guest, Mr. Younger. Tom thanked Judy and Tom for organizing the
trip to LA Union Station, followed by lunch on Olivera St.
Tom thanked for his birthday card and acknowledged the June birthdays and
anniversaries. Tom will be out of town for Father’s day, he will be visiting relatives in Oakland
from 17th-27th June.
Secretary – Monica Dirac – Larry proposed a motion to accept the Minutes as written in the
Steering Column, Sheri seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion approved.
Events – Tom Valdez – 20th June will be Library Days at the Smiley Library in Redlands.
27th June TYHTB at Vicky’s Burgers on Waterman, honk if you use the drive-thru to let the
owner know someone from our Model A Club is passing through.
28th June Henry Ford picnic in Santa Fe Springs.
4th July Highland and Redlands parades followed by lunch at the Sizzler.
Treasurer’s Report – Jeanene Buchanan - All our bills are paid. Tom has three new
sponsors, the owner of the Food Connection whom we have been trying to enlist for years (we
have our Board Meetings there), Zacatecas in Riverside and El Serape. We now have a full
page of sponsors.
Take Your Honey To Brunch - Rick and Dee Perez – Rick and Dee are visiting relatives in
Arizona. Tom apologized for the disappointing meal that club members had at our sponsor in
Muscoy, The Mug, and also for Heroes charging us an extra $.25 for salsa.
19th July - Cal Baptist University, 10.30am.
16th Aug – Ramiro’s Cocina Mexicana 10.30am, at 9418 Magnolia Ave, Riverside.
Tech – Richard Bronstrup - The next Tech Session on brakes will be at Richard’s house on
18th August.
Vice President – Cathy Alford gave a repeat showing of the powerpoint presentation on Dave
Northrop. Dave has competed in the Great Race three times with his 1930 Tudor Delux
Phaeton, The Spirit of Redlands. In 1972, Dave purchased the car, which consisted of three
rusty pieces of metal, in Colorado for $50.00 and started on the long process of rebuilding it.
The car was completed in time to take part in the 1988 Great Race, which went from
Disneyland to Boston, a total of 4505 miles, in 12 days. Competing in the Race cost Dave
$17,000! The Great Race will be passing through San Bernardino on 27th June.
Sunshine – Bobbie Whipple – Bobby sent a card to the Sandefur’s.
Membership – The Tate’s have a new address.
Tom also thanked for refreshments.
Adjourn - Meeting adjourned at 8.37pm.
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04 Jul - Independence Day 240th Birthday!

Highland Parade - Lineup: 8:30am, Parade: 9:00am
Meet in parking lot on Church Ave at Baseline Road. To reach the lineup area go north on
Church Ave from 9th St or enter through First United Methodist Church on Baseline Rd.
Redlands Parade - Lineup: 9:30am, Parade: 10:30am Theme: “The Good Old Days".
Meet at Franklin School: Eastbound on Colton Avenue, at Church Street.
After Parade Lunch - Sizzler at 110 Redlands Blvd, Redlands.
Fireworks Finale - Arrive about 6pm. New Life Church 1330 E. Lugonia Ave, Redlands.
The crowd enjoys seeing our cars. Join us by driving your Model A.

07 Jul - Board Meeting 7pm
14 Jul - General Meeting 7pm
19 Jul - Take Your Honey to Brunch at California Baptist University
10:30am 8432 Magnolia Ave, Riverside

25 Jul - California Science Center - Dead Sea Scrolls
Train $10 Exhibit $16.75

30 Jul - Henry Ford's Birthday
04 Aug - Board Meeting 7pm
11 Aug - General Meeting - Pizza in the Park
5:30pm Fairmount Park, Riverside Hwy 60 at the Market St. exit.
Bring a side dish
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15 Aug - Take Me Out to the Ball Game

10:30am Meet at Farmer Boys 1766 Kendall Dr so that we can drive in as a group.
11am ~ 1pm Little League Play-off and Model A display
Little League Regional Headquarters 6707 North Little League Dr., San Bernardino

16 Aug - Take Your Honey to Brunch at Ramiro’s Cocina Mexicana
10:30am 9418 Magnolia Ave Riverside

18 Aug - Tech Session - Brakes

5pm Bronstrup’s 3255 Valencia Ave San Bernardino, CA
Bring your car and we will try to get adjusted.

01 Sep - Board Meeting 7pm
08 Sep - General Meeting 7pm
11 Sep - Patriot Day
12 Sep - Constitution Day Car Show
11am ~ 3pm Smiley Library, Redlands

19 Sep - International Model A Day
19 Sep - TYHTB
26 Sep - PVMAFC Swapmeet - Setup
11am ~ 8pm

S

27 Sep - PVMAFC Swapmeet
5:30am ~ 4:30pm

Rely on the Website for the most current information

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.

Early American Automobile Industry
Pt 2

Francis Curtis was the superintendent of the Gas
Works in Newburyport, Massachusetts and in
1866, he invented a steam engine which was
attached to a piece of fire fighting equipment.
The Newburyport Daily Herald described it as
self reliant and independent as though it were a
living thing. Nehemiah Bean, designer of the
Amoskeag fire engine sat next to Curtis on its
initial run and it may be that his engine was used
in the Famous Amoskeag Fire Wagon. He built a
steam passenger carriage the following year built
to the specifications of an unnamed client. The
boiler was made by the Whittier Machine Works
and was placed in front of the seat with a coal
box at the rear. The water tank was 20 gallons
and coal capacity was 80 pounds. The steam
pressure reached 40 to 45 pounds. It had a five
horse power engine that could reach 25 mph.
With a full load of coal, the car could go 30 miles,
providing a half dozen stops for water. The
longest run between water stops was 9 miles in
26 minutes. The price agreed to was $1000 to be
paid in installments. When the owner failed to
pay, Francis Curtis took back his steamer. This
had to be the first repossession in American
history. There was another first. During the
testing period before delivering to his client, the
Curtis aroused the wrath of his neighbors, one of
whom swore out a warrant for his arrest. When
the officer arrived, Curtis left in his car with the
officer in hot pursuit on foot, The first getaway by
car in American history. Curtis had difficulty
convincing the Newburyport City Council the
wisdom of steam power and he was never able
to build another steam power automobile in town.

Blast from the Past
From our September 1961 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors
fault

One Sunday a few weeks ago, some of the
members had a nice tour. They were Hoon, Jones,
Loomis, Hopper, Lawrence, Mills, and Hendricks.
O'Hair met them on the way. Sam had a small short
and was fixed up in no time at all. Some played
horseshoes, didn't they Mr. Mills. I understand that
he could play from sun up to sundown. Some of the
women tried to play cards, but never did get too far
with it. The kids all played in sand, and stream. All
had a good time. The Loomis family invited everyone
to come to their house for homemade ice cream,
well who in the world would be stupid enough to say
no. All ate, ate and ate some more. Everyone
enjoyed the hospitality of the Loomis and family.
The Hollywood Bowl was busy as a bee hive this last
Sunday. Merle Smith and his daughter, Bill H. and
son, and friends, and Bill and Roberta and son all
entered cars. Roberta won that wonderful first place,
and Bill won a Safety Award. You all did real well we
are all proud.
Bill and Roberta were the only ones to go to San
Diego. They had a wonderful time, and the weather
was beautiful. They met many people they had seen
in Chicago, and had many memories to talk about.
The day was enjoyed very much.

1867 Curtis Steamer, Newburyport, MA

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Little League Regional Headquarters
6707 North Little League Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749

T

he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle. Currently it is held by Larry Whipple.
HEADLIGHTS DIM?
One of the reasons could be the
tarnish on the silver plated
reflectors. Resist the urge to use
silver polish because along with
the removal of the tarnish comes
some of the silver. Because the
silver plate is super thin after
several polishing you will notice
the brass reflector showing
through the silver plating. Here
is a better method and all you
need are common items around
the house to clean the silver
chemically. You need a bucket
or pan large enough to hold one
reflector, a piece of aluminum or
aluminum foil, baking soda and
hot (500F) water. Pour enough
hot water into the bucket to
cover the reflector then add
about I teaspoon of baking soda
per quart of water. Take the
piece of alum inum and
submerge in the water, then
place the reflector in the water
making sure the reflector
touches the aluminum. Only the
part under water will be cleaned.
After about a minute remove the
reflector and wash with a mild
soapy solution of water. Dry with
a soft cloth and insert back into
the headlight bucket using new
cork or rubber seals.
The tab on the headlight light
socket is placed or pointed to
the right as you look into the
lamp (i.e. it points towards the
driver's side). The t wo
headlights are identical.
Do NOT touch the silver with
your hands because the
moisture
and oil from
your hands
w i l l
a c c el e r at e
tar nis hing.
The tarnish
on
the
reflector is
silver sulfide
and because the sulfur would
rather be on the aluminum than

the silver it "moves" from the
silver to the aluminum leaving
the silver bright and shiny.
Science lesson is over!! It really
works.
Early "H" Type headlamps
The early type "H" headlamps
were used from the beginning of
production until approximately
March 1929 (later on foreign
models). They are distinguished
by the straight fluted lenses and
small diameter wiring plug. The
reflectors, light sockets, and
lenses are unique to these
headlamps.

Twolite Type headlamps
The Twolite headlamps were
introduced in February 1929
(later on foreign models) and
phased in on passenger models
first. Most passenger models
had the new lamps by late
March. The Twolite headlamps
are distinguished by the prism
lenses and larger diameter
wiring plug. The reflectors, light
sockets,
and
lenses are also
unique to these
headlamps.
The new design
Ford
Twolite
headlamps were
supplied in two
types - a two bulb
type for cars
wit hout
cowl
lamps and a single bulb type for
cars with cowl lamps. These
lamps were nickel plated in
1929, stainless steel thereafter.

Black enamel headlamps were
furnished for trucks and
commercial jobs.
The new lamps were supplied
with 6-8 volt double filament
double contact gas filled bulbs.
Both of the filaments were 21
candle power. The lower
filament provided a beam which
gives exceptionally brilliant road
illumination for high speed
driving. The upper filament
provided a downward tilting
beam which illuminates the
entire road surface close to the
car.
The two
b u l b
headlamp
had
a
separate
2 candle
p o w e r
b u l b
m ount e d
in
the
u p p e r
part of the
reflector
for parking purposes.
In addition to the standard 21
candle
power
Twolite
bulbs
Ford
also
r e l e a s e d
through service
(in those States
in which the law
permitted) a 3221
candle
power
bulb.
This bulb gave
a driving light of greater beam
intensity than the standard bulb.
Original Twolite headlamps
whe n pr oper ly r es t or ed,
focused, and adjusted, are
extremely effective. HOWEVER,
there are distinct differences in
the components that make up
the different headlamps. If the
components are mismatched the
headlamps cannot produce the
proper lighting.
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Model A - pparel

No decade in recent history has seen as much
change in the status and style of women as the
1920s, sometimes called the Roaring Twenties
or the Era of Wonderful Nonsense. Trendy
young women of the 1920s were nicknamed
flappers, and the flapper became the image
that represented the tremendous change in
women's lives and attitudes during that period.
During the early part of the twentieth century
women in countries from Australia to Norway
were gaining the right to vote, and more and
more women were able to support themselves
by working at jobs. In addition to women's new
freedoms, by the 1920s there were
automobiles to drive, films to see, and jazz
music to dance to, and modern young women
wanted to join in the fun. Young women were
no longer content to spend hours binding
themselves into burdensome layers of clothing
or styling long masses of hair.
The term flapper originated in Great Britain,
where there was a short fad among young
women to wear rubber galoshes (an overshoe
worn in the rain or snow) left open to flap when
they walked. The name stuck, and throughout
the United States and Europe flapper was the
name given to liberated young women.
Flappers were bold, confident, and sexy. They
tried new fad diets in an effort to achieve a
fashionable thinness, because new fashions
required slim figures, flat chests, and slim hips.
The flapper dress was boxy and hung straight
from shoulder to knee, with no waistline,
allowing much more freedom of movement
than women's fashions before the 1920s.
While it did not show breasts or hips, it did
show a lot of leg, and the just-below-the-knee
length horrified many of the older generation.
Flappers also shocked conservatives by
cutting their hair short and wearing makeup.
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Brake adjustments should
be done on a yearly basis.
Pull your front drums and
inspect them for wear on
the shoes. Do not let the
wear get all the way down
to the rivets. Repack the
whe el be ari ngs an d
reassemble. Spin wheels
and adjust the wedge.
I will host a tech seminar on
Tuesday August 18th at 5
p.m. at my house. Bring
your car and we will try to
get adjusted.
Richard Bronstrup
Tech Chairman
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Before the 1920s long hair was the mark of a
respectable lady, but flappers had no time for
elaborate hairdos. They cut, or bobbed, their
hair just below the ears and curled it in dozens
of tiny spit curls with a new invention called a
bobby pin. Some also used electric curling
irons to create small waves called "marcels,"
named after Marcel Grateau (1852–1936), the
French hair stylist who invented them.
Cosmetics had long been associated with
prostitutes and actresses, but flappers
considered it glamorous to wear dark red
lipstick, lots of rouge, and thick black lines
around their eyes, sometimes made with the
burned end of a matchstick. New cosmetics
companies including Maybelline and Coty
began manufacturing products to help women
achieve the new look. For the first time, women
began to carry cosmetics with them in
handbags wherever they went.
One of the most
famous flappers was
silent film star Clara
Bow
(1 905 –19 65).
Sometimes called the
"It" girl, Bow was
thought to have "it," a
quality
of
open
sexuality, innocence,
and fun that was the
very definition of the
flapper. Many women
imitated Bow's look by
drawing a bow shape
on their lips, rimming
their eyes in black, and
curling their hair onto
their cheeks.
Despite the youthful enthusiasm for flapper
style, some people felt threatened by it. When
hemlines began to rise, several states made
laws charging fines to women wearing skirts
with hemlines more than three inches above
the ankle, and many employers fired women
who bobbed their hair. However, in the
excitement and gaiety that followed the end of
World War I in 1918, the movement toward a
freer fashion could not be stopped by those
who valued the old ways. It took the stock
market crash of 1929 to bring the era of the
flapper to a sudden end. Almost overnight, the
arrival of an economic depression brought a
serious tone to society. Women's hemlines
dropped again, and the carefree age of the
flapper was over.

Support Our Sponsors
Antoinette’s
Italian Bistro
7223 Church St., #A17
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 425-9600

Color Source
Auto Body Paint & Supplies
367 S Sierra Way
San Bernardino, CA 92408
(909) 888-5533

4023 Market Street
Riverside, CA 92501
(951) 684-3120

First-Air
Heating & Air Conditioning
32740 Ave E - Yucaipa CA 92399.
License Number: 926234

909-545-2183
909-705-6590

22400 Barton Rd Ste 1
Grand Terrace, CA
92313
(909) 783-3106

10% off senior & military

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 864-2480

2068 West Redlands Boulevard
Redlands, CA
909-335-2521

1874 Mentone Blvd
Mentone, CA 92359
909-389-7167

Barn: 28380 Highway 74, Menifee, CA 92585
Office 445 South D. Street, Perris, CA 92570
Email: info@mottemuseum.com
Museum: (951) 928-3210
Events: (951) 821-6210

Vicky’s Burger
502 S Waterman Ave
San Bernardino, CA 92408
(909) 888 1171 / (909) 888 2399
Monday - Friday
6 AM to 6 PM
Saturday & Sunday
7 AM to 3 PM

Zacatecas Café
2472 University Ave
Riverside, California
(951) 683-3939

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

Spotlight on our Sponsor
Food Connection Restaurant
22400 Barton Rd Ste 1
Grand Terrace, CA 92313
(909) 783-3106

This month we are welcoming our new sponsor - the Food Connection Restaurant. For many
years now, Food Connection Restaurant has been the location where our Board Members have
gathered for their monthly meetings, while enjoying an evening meal.
Owner and operator Mr. Carlos Negrete and his staff has provided excellent food to his clientele
for over 19 years. His staff is very cordial and they all provide excellent service in a timely matter,
making it a pleasure to dine in this fine establishment. We are always greeted by Ana Velasco
and her co-workers when we walk in. Within minutes we have had our orders taken from a great
variety of food that you will truly enjoy. To make sure customers are satisfied they make a special
trip to see if you need anything else or to replace your drinks.
Mr. Negrete is originally from San Bernardino and began his career in the restaurant business in
1991. The Food Connection Restaurant will truly make your visit a great dining experience.
ADVERTISERS SUPPORT OUR CLUB. When you PURCHASE FROM THEM, let them know you saw their ad in the Steering Column.
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