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The grand opening on May 3, 1939 of Union Station was celebrated with a three-day extravaganza attended 
by nearly half a million people. The station’s architecture, a combination of Spanish Colonial Revival and Art 

Deco styles, assured that it would be one of the most 
identifiable landmarks in the city. It also turned out to 
be the last great railway station built in America. 
33 club members traveled by train to  a great landmark 
of Los Angeles, the Union Station. The docents  
explained every detail of the historic depot from its 
inception to the competition between the Santa Fe and 
Union Pacific Railroad moguls in the 1870s. While 
pointing out the Moorish-Spanish architecture with 
materials harvested from the Los Angeles River, 

laborers created the Spanish clay tiles for the roof to depict the old Spanish motif. After pointing out several 
historic sites, such as the Morrish style church tower and the plaza now known as Olivera Street commercial 
district. It was known in the 1870’s as El Pueblo de la Reina de Los Angeles which means the the “Town of 
the Queen of Angels”. Eventually Union Pacific Railroad won the right to purchase the 230 acres surrounding 
the area and in 1876 began planning to construct a train depot. Today the historic district reflects its historic 
past as a center of the city for weary travelers. 

The Sunday morning weather was perfect for the featured houses on the Riverside Vintage Home Show tour 
this year. The Model A community was there to show support and to show off their cars.  You can believe 
that whenever Model A enthusiasts get together there is always plenty of conversation and pride in showing 
their cars. The homes that were visited had our members park in front of these beautiful old homes. The 
display of the vehicles in front of stately homes, built from 1907 to 1930, went along with the Model A car 
theme. All excellent examples of Riverside's rich historic architecture. The vintage autos were in a fine setting 
and had a great opportunity for pictures of the visit. The 8 homes on the tour included some built for early 
“movers and shakers” in Riverside in the 1920s. 
The Kelley House on Redwood Drive was built in 1926 for Walter P. and Katherine Kelley. He was a 
professor at the UC Citrus Experiment Station in agricultural chemistry, while his wife was a well-known 
landscape painter. They moved in academic and social circles until the late 1930s, when they moved for his 

new position at UC Berkeley. 
The Ernest G. and Emily Button House (1927), a G. Stanley Wilson-
designed Tudor Revival home on Sixth Street, only has its second owner in 
its 88-year existence. 
Dr. Samuel H. and Helen Keller lived in their 1910 house on University Ave 
until 1965. Dr. Keller was a pediatrician and family practitioner, and his wife 
a registered nurse, who were involved in social and philanthropic circles. 
Also on the tour were two Spanish Colonial Revival homes, a Tudor 
Revival and a Folk Art bungalow. 
Each year, Old Riverside Foundation features fine examples of the many 
styles of architecture prevalent in Riverside at the height of its prosperity. 
Different homes are open each year to give visitors a glimpse into the lives 
of Riversiders from different eras. 

The weather was clear and sunny for the potluck 
picnic planned and organized by Kathy and Dan 
Alford. We gathered at Phil’s Burger’s and traveled to 
the East Valley Water District to see low-water-use 
plants and turf grass in landscape design. Then it was 
the Model A’s to the Thurman Flats picnic area about 
10 miles from San Bernardino. The locale featured an 
overhead shelter with plenty of tables. Kathy and Dan 
made a “Toss the Puppy” game that earned players 
tickets toward the drawing. There was a great potluck 
assortment of food, salads, fruit, and desserts brought 
by the 22 members that attended. After lunch we 
played Model A bingo where Kathy had great prizes such as gift cards  

    from local eateries and other business places, with Marsha Schneider winning the $30 pot. We departed  
    about 2:30pm with everyone having a great time. Thank you Dan and Kathy for organizing a great event. 

Tom & Judy Spurlin at 1928 Breitling Home 

http://pvmafc.org/


 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization,  Model A 
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles 
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community 
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA. 

Union Station Walking Tour 

Riverside Vintage Home Tour 

TYHYB - Heroes Restaurant 

Ron Blackwell at the 1909 Keller Home  Mike & Sheri Racobs at the 1929 McCord Home  Earl & Nancy Aceves at the 1928 Smith Home  

Mike Smith at the 1926 Kelley Home  Paul Mudler at the 1927 Button Home  Sidney Willison & Friend at 1929 McCord Home  

http://www.mafca.com/


      Birthdays 
  2 Jun - Cal Knauer 
  8 Jun - Rick Perez 
  9 Jun - Mike Racobs  
14 Jun - Lori Hendricks 
18 Jun - Tom Valdez 
23 Jun - Glenn Stewart 
24 Jun - Nancy Aceves 
30 Jun - Julie Sandefur       

           Anniversaries 

  1 Jun - Schubert, Bill & Lynda 
13 Jun - Fehler, Bob & Helen  
18 Jun - Tate, Ray & Connie  
20 Jun - Schneider, Phil & Marsha 
29 Jun - Alford, Dan & Cathy 

 

 Paradise Valley Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America 
Copyright — All rights reserved 

President’s Message 
 

Greetings ‘A’ club members 
 
This month I would like to thank the great people 
that contributed to a great month of ’A’ club 
activities. 
My sincere thanks to Judy and Tom for organizing 
an amazing trip to Los Angeles, visiting Union 
Station, Olivera Street and around Chinatown. 
The trip consisted of 33 participants that I'm sure 
enjoyed our ride on the Metrolink trains to our 
destination. Upon arrival we were greeted by two 
docents that split us into groups and gave us a 
great tour of the historic Depot  with historical 
information on how and when it was built. An hour 
lunch break was also divided  
between several restaurants. After 
lunch we took a lap around 
Chinatown eventually ending back 
at Union Station for the return trip. 
Discussions at the board meeting 
brought up other possibilities of 
trips in and around the local area 
to visit and other places of 
interest. But in order to participate 
and get all the updated information you should 
attend the General Meetings for times, and cost. 
Stay tuned for upcoming events. I'm sure you all 
enjoy your outings, it's designed for senior citizens 
and no Model A driving. As for Model A driving, 
we are signed up to participate in the Highland 
and Redlands 4th of July parades. Then after the 
festivities we will have lunch at Sizzlers. 
 

Tom Valdez 
 El Presidente  

                       Officers  

President - Tom Valdez 

Vice President - Richard Bronstrup 

Treasurer - Jeanene Buchanan 

Secretary - Monica Dirac 

 

 

                Board Members 

Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves 

Member-at-Large - Ron Buchanan 

Member-at-Large - Rick Perez 

 

 

Committee Directors 

Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell 

Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup 

Installation / Holiday Banquet - Edna Blackwell 

MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan 

MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan 

Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell 

Model A-pparel -  

Parades - Ron Blackwell 

Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski 

Photographer - Ron Blackwell 

Raffles - John Benson 

Refreshments - Nancy Aceves 

Sunshine - Bobbie Whipple 

Swap Meet - John Benson 

Tech - Richard Bronstrup 

TYHTB - Dee & Rick Perez 

Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin 

Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski 



Call to Order – Tom Valdez called the meeting to order at 7.02pm, followed by the Flag Salute. 

President – There were no new members or guests.  Tom acknowledged the May birthdays and 
anniversaries and asked each couple how long they had been married.   

Secretary – Monica Dirac – Cheri noticed that the date for the Riverside Vintage Home Tour was 
incorrect; it should have been 16th May not 30th.  Larry proposed a motion to accept the Minutes 
after correcting the date, Sheri seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion approved.  

Treasurer’s Report – Jeanene Buchanan - We have a healthy balance in our bank account and 
all our bills are paid.  Larry contacted the bus company used by the Women’s Club to inquire about 
the cost of hiring a bus to take us to the Nethercutt Museum.  A seven-hour trip would cost $650.  

Tours – Judy Spurlin - 30th May a “behind the scenes tour” of LA Union Pacific railway station.  
Judy has the list of people who have signed up to go on the Tour.  Judy also has the train 
schedules leaving from either Riverside, La Sierra Station or San Bernardino.  The behind the 
scenes walking tour will start between 9.30 and 10.00am and last about two hours.  Afterwards we 
can have lunch in China Town. 

 16th May Riverside Vintage Home Tour.  See Ron if you want to participate.  There will be 
seven homes on the Tour.  We will have cars at every home, two at some.  Not all the homes have 
driveways.  Participants who need cones see Richard, he has eighteen cones in the back of his 
truck.   

Take Your Honey To Brunch - Rick and Dee Perez – 17th May  Heroes Restaurant and 
Brewery, 3397 Mission Inn Ave, Riverside.  Meet at 10.30am.  The proprietor does not want to 
issue individual checks so please bring cash.  The omelets are very large and excellent. 

 20th June – Ramiro’s  Cocina Mexicana 10.30am, at 9418 Magnolia Ave, Riverside. 

 19th July - Cal Baptist University.  They serve both American and Mexican food. 

Vice President – Today’s program was on horns, Richard provided an interesting display of 
different horns for members to examine, two were open so we could see inside.  Although five 
different companies manufactured the horns; Sparton, Stuart Warner, EA, Ames and GMI, they all 
sounded the same.  Stuart Warner also made horns for other automobile manufacturers but they 
sounded different.  Richard pointed out that all Model As originally had their horns on the left side 
under the headlight.  If your car has been converted from a 6 volt to a 12 volt system you need to 
modify the electrical system or get the horn coil rewound.  It is much easier to pay someone else to 
do this and tune up your horn if it is not working properly!  If you are tightening the screw on your 
horn be careful not to tighten it too much and short out the armature!  Maintenance of your horn is 
important; they need an occasional drop of oil at the top and bottom of the armature.  Working 
horns can be purchased at swap meets for around $200. 

Sunshine – Bobbie Whipple – Bobby sent a card to Judy Patrick.   

Swap Meet Report – John Benson – John urged us all to pass out lots of flyers. 

Old Business/New Business – Ray Tate has a friend in Bishop who would like to sell his Tudor 
sedan for $10,000. 

 The Great Race Car will arrive in San Bernardino on 27th June.  The city will host a Car 
Show for up to 1,000 cars.  Members wishing to participate should all meet ahead of time at Vicky’s 
so we can go in and park together.  We will have to stay until 7.00pm. 

President – Tom Valdez – Tom had a good time at the Colton High School’s performance of 
Annie.  Tom thanked Cathy Alford for organizing an enjoyable picnic and play day at Thurman 
Flats, more than twenty members attended.  

 Tom also thanked the Spurlins and the Racobs for refreshments. 

Adjourn - Meeting adjourned at 8.27pm.     

P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  
M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  

M i n u t e s  o f  1 2  M a y  2 0 1 5  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  



02 Jun - Board Meeting 7pm 
09 Jun - General Meeting 7pm 
13~14 Jun Model T Swap Meet 
Little League Regional Headquarters 6707 North Little League Dr., San Bernardino 

20 Jun - Library Days ‘Americana’ at Smiley Library Redlands  
10:00am ~ 2:00pm Free lunch from the In-N-Out truck for all guests. Live band. 
Bring your chairs, drinks 

21 Jun - Father’s Day 

23~28 Jun NW Regional Meet 2015 
Walla Walla, Washington 

27 Jun - Take Your Honey to Brunch & Great Race 
9:30am Vicky’s Burger 502 S Waterman Ave 
10:30 depart to Great Race downtown San Bernardino. Bring your chairs, drinks 

28 Jun - Henry Ford Picnic - hosted by Diamond Tread Chapter 
10:00am ~ 3:00pm Heritage Park, 12100 Mora Dr., Santa Fe Springs  $12 BBQ lunch. 
 
 

04 Jul - Independence Day 240th Birthday! 
Highland Parade - Lineup: 8:30am, Parade: 9:00am  
Meet in parking lot on Church Ave at Baseline Road. To reach the lineup area go north on 
Church Ave from 9th St or enter through First United Methodist Church on Baseline Rd. 
Redlands Parade -  Lineup: 9:30am, Parade: 10:30am  Theme: “The Good Old Days"  
Meet at Franklin School: Eastbound on Colton Avenue, at Church Street. 
After Parade Lunch - Sizzler at 110 Redlands Blvd, Redlands  
Fireworks Watching - Arrive about 6pm. New Life Church 1330 E. Lugonia Ave, Redlands. 
Thanks to the Blackwell’s for the parking fee, but please only if you drive your Model A. 

07 Jul - Board Meeting 7pm 
14 Jul - General Meeting 7pm 
19 Jul - Take Your Honey to Brunch at California Baptist University 
10:30am 8432 Magnolia Ave, Riverside 

25 Jul -  California Science Center - Dead Sea Scrolls 
Train $10 Exhibit $16.75  
30 Jul - Henry Ford's Birthday 
 

04 Aug - Board Meeting 7pm 
11 Aug - General Meeting - Pizza in the Park 
5:30pm Fairmount Park, Riverside Hwy 60 at the Market St. exit. 
Bring a side dish 

15 Aug - Take me out to the Ball Game 
10:30am Meet at Farmer Boys 1766 Kendall Dr so that we can drive in as a group. 

11am ~ 1pm Little League Play-off and Model A display  
Little League Regional Headquarters 6707 North Little League Dr., San Bernardino 

16 Aug - Take Your Honey to Brunch at Ramiro’s Cocina Mexicana 
10:30am 9418 Magnolia Ave Riverside 

18 Aug - Tech Session 
Rely on the Website for the most current information 

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in 
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is 
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for 
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the 
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The 
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions 
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us. 
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the 
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source. 
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Blast from the PastBlast from the Past  
From our June 1961 newsletter 

(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault 
 

Bill H. received the following letter. 
 
Dear Mr. Hendricks, 

I ran into a little article in The San Bernardino Sun 
regarding the Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club 
which is to hold a meet at the National Orange Show 
parking lot. 

I have a ‘31 Model A Coupe that happens to be in 
excellent condition and only needs a little cleaning 
up. This car is considerably above the average and I 
didn't know but what some member of the club might 
be interested. It has to be seen to be appreciated. 
The price is $500. 

Also enclosed, is a list of miscellaneous Model A 
parts which I have on hand, which you may want to 
post on your bulletin board. 

If anyone is interested, I would be glad to talk with 
them out here. (Baker) 

‘31 Model A Coupe ..………………………… $500 
Manifold car heater ..…………………………….15 
Headlights (2) …………………………………….10 
19” wheels (2) …………………………………....10 
Rear end ……………………………………….... 30 
Bell housing …………………………………...….25 
Transmission and transmission housing ..…...  65 
Cylinder head gaskets …………………………. 20 
Radiator ……………………………………….…. 25 
Timing gear ………………………………….…... 2.50 
Clutch and a pressure plate ………………….... 25 
King pin set with bushings ………………….….. 4.50 
Tow-bar for Model A or any straight axle car ….15 
 
Halloran Springs 
PO Box 77 
Baker, Calif. 
 
 

Father's Day is a day to 
honor all the fathers for 
everything they did for their 
children. This is an occasion 
to express gratitude towards 
your dad for all his love and 
support. 

Historians have recorded that there was a tradition to 
celebrate Father's Day even thousands of years ago. 
Their study say that 4,000 years ago in Babylon a 
son called Elmesu carved a father's day message on 
a clay card. In his message Elmesu wished his father 
a long and healthy life.  

The tradition of celebrating Father's Day as seen 
today originated in the last century. Ms Sonora 
Louise Smart Dodd began a sincere campaign 
lobbying for the cause of Father's Day. Her hard work 
began to show signs of success when Spokane 
celebrated its first Father's Day on June 19, 1910. 
Father's Day has become a hugely popular festival. 
World over people thank their father and pay tribute 
to them.  

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month  
(except August and December which are at a different place and time) 

Little League Regional Headquarters 
6707 North Little League Drive 

San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749 

June 15, 1215 - King John set his seal to Magna Carta, 
the first charter of British liberties, guaranteeing basic 
rights that have since become the foundation of modern 
democracies around the world. 
June 14, 1777 - John Adams introduced a resolution 
before Congress mandating a United States flag, stating, 
"...that the flag of the thirteen United States shall be 
thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be 
thirteen stars, white on a blue field, representing a new 
constellation." This anniversary is celebrated each year 
in the U.S. as Flag Day. 
June 20, 1782 - The U.S. Congress officially adopted the 
Great Seal of the United States of America.  
June 18, 1812 - After much debate, the U.S. Senate 
voted 19 to 13 in favor of a declaration of war against 
Great Britain, prompted by Britain's violation of America's 
rights on the high seas and British incitement of Indian 
warfare on the Western frontier. The next day, President 
James Madison officially proclaimed the U.S. to be in a 
state of war. The War of 1812 lasted over two years and 
ended with the signing of the Treaty of Ghent in Belgium 
on December 24, 1814. 
June 28, 1914 - Archduke Francis Ferdinand, Crown 
Prince of Austria and his wife were assassinated at 
Sarajevo, touching off a conflict between the Austro-
Hungarian government and Serbia that escalated into 
World War I.  
June 6, 1944 - D-Day, the largest amphibious landing in 
history, began in the early-morning hours as Allied forces 
landed in Normandy on the northern coast of France. 
Operation Overlord took months of planning and involved 
1,527,000 soldiers in 47 Allied divisions along with 4,400 
ships and landing craft, and 11,000 aircraft. The 
Germans had about 60 divisions spread along France 
and the Low Countries. American forces landed on two 
western beaches, Utah and Omaha, while British and 
Canadian troops landed farther east on Gold, Juno and 
Sword beaches. By the end of the day 150,000 Allied 
soldiers and their accompanying vehicles had landed 
with 15,000 killed and wounded.  
June 26, 1945 - The United Nations Charter was signed 
in San Francisco by 50 nations. The Charter was ratified 
on October 24, 1945. 
June 24, 1948 - Soviet Russia began a blockade of 
Berlin. Two days later the Allies responded with an 
emergency airlift to relieve two million isolated West 
Berliners. During the Berlin Airlift, American and British 
planes flew about 278,000 flights, delivering 2.3 million 
tons of food, coal and medical supplies. A plane landed 
in Berlin every minute from eleven Allied staging areas in 
West Germany. The Russians lifted their blockade of 
Berlin on May 12, 1949, however the airlift continued 
until September 30th.  
June 25, 1950 - The Korean War began as North Korean 
troops, led by Russian-built tanks, crossed the 38th 
parallel and launched a full scale invasion of South 
Korea. Five days later, U.S. ground forces entered the 
conflict, which lasted until July 27, 1953, when an 
armistice was signed, formally dividing the country at the 
38th parallel into North and South Korea. 
June 25, 1991 - Following the collapse of Soviet rule in 
Eastern Europe, the republics of Croatia and Slovenia 
declared their independence from Yugoslavia. Ethnic 
rivalries between Serbians and Croatians soon erupted.  
In 1992, fighting erupted in Bosnia-Herzegovina between 
Serbians and ethnic Muslims. A campaign of terrorism 
and genocide, termed 'ethnic cleansing,' was started by 
the Serbs against the Muslims. About 200,000 were 
missing and presumed dead. Violence raged on through 
1995. 
June 11, 1994 - After 49 years, the Soviet military 
occupation of East Germany ended. At one time there 
had been 337,800 Soviet troops stationed in Germany. 
Over 300,000 Russians died during World War II in the 
Battle for Berlin. 



 T 
he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a 

Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event.  The 

Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper 

until awarded to another vehicle.  Currently it is held by Larry Whipple. 

Model A Ford Brakes 
Flathead Ted Brake Floaters  

Model A Times 

Flathead Ted (Ted Spain) is 
located in New Zealand and 
sells his brake floater kit through 
his Web site. Flathead Ted has 
developed a full floating and self 
energizing brake system, using 
his brake floater kit. This 
concept for the Model A 
mechanical brakes translates to 
a great improvement of the 
original brake system. Ted’s 
brake floaters replace the one-
piece adjusting wedge with two 
pieces, an adjusting bolt and a 
floating wedge. The shoe’s 
lower rollers are removed so the 
roller pin can be reversed, 
placing the large pin head on the 

outside rather than 
the inside, where the 
pin head ran on the 
roller track. This 
takes the lower end 
of the brake shoe off 
the roller track. 
Centering of the 

shoes is handled differently. The 
anchor bolt is replaced with a 
floater anchor bolt. This anchor 
bolt is undercut on the sides to 
allow the actuating wedge to 
move both vertically and 
horizontally. 
A new centering plate mounts 
behind the anchor bolt. This 
plate has a half round cutout on 
both ends that allow the brake 
shoe roller to rest in the cutout. 
This positions the shoes in a 
fixed centered position. There is 
no pressure on this plate to 
cause wear that occurs on the 
original roller tracks. 
The cur rent  ins ta l la t ion 
instructions are difficult to follow 
and the explanation of how it 
works needs lots of help. This 
editor will be working with Ted to 
help improve his installation 
instructions for easy installation 
and a clear definition of the 
operating concept.  
The important part is that we       
   have found that this kit greatly   

improves the Model A Braking 
system. 
The following is an explanation 
of how Flathead Ted’s Brake 
Floater Kit converts the Model 
A brakes into full floating and 
self energizing brakes. 
Brake Operation 
The original top adjusting wedge 
is a one-piece wedge. This 
wedge is removed and replaced 
with a single adjusting bolt and 
an independent wedge. This 
small wedge is able to move a 
small amount horizontally, 
sliding on the head of the 
adjusting bolt. This provides 
horizontal floating action at the 
top of the brake 
s h o e s .  T h e 
adjusting bolt 
allows the wedge 
to be adjusted in 
or out, pushing 
the shoes out toward the drum 
surface, adjusting the clearance 
between the shoe lining and the 
drum (about .010” clearance). 
As mentioned previously, a new 
centering plate is used at the 
lower anchor bolt to keep the 
shoes centered vertically in the 
drum. The brake shoe bottom 
roller rather than the roller pin 
head, rests in a half moon arch 
in the centering plate. No 
pressure is exerted on the 
centering plate, so no wear 
occurs as does on the original 
roller track arms. As the 
actuating wedge is pushed down 
(brake pedal action), the bottom 
of the brake shoes are spread 
apart, moving the shoe rollers 
slightly out of the centering plate 
half moon arch. 
This allows the shoes to move 
slightly in either direction 
horizontally. The new anchor 
bolt is also machined to allow 
the operating wedge to move 
horizontally in either direction, 
pushing both shoes into the 
drum as the operating wedge 
moves down. This provides full 
floating action at the bottom of 

both shoes. This means that 
after one shoe makes contact 
with the drum, there is still 
movement to allow the opposite 
shoe to make contact with the 
drum. 
The full floating action at the 
bottom of the shoes allow both 
shoes to make full contact with 
the drum, increasing stopping 
ability. 
Self Energizing Concept 
The floating action at the top of 
the shoes allows the self 
energizing action 
to occur. 
The two shoes 
a r e  k e p t 
c e n t e r e d 
(vertically) to the 
drum when the 
inside rollers are seated in the 
half circle arch on the new 
centering plate. 
With the rotation of the drum 
and brake pedal pressure 
applied, the bottom of both 
shoes are pushed outward 
toward the drum. Forward 
rotation of the drum grabs the 
rear shoe and forces the 
adjusting pin at the top of the 
shoe into the floating wedge, 
transferring the force to the front 

s h o e  a n d 
pushing it into 
the drum. The 
new top floater 
wedge allows 
the drum rotation 
to use the rear 
shoe to energize 

the front shoe into the drum. 
This same drum rotation aids in 
forcing the front shoe bottom 
roller against the floating wedge, 
transferring motion to the bottom 
of the rear shoe and pushing it 
against the drum. The shoes are 
now able to float and self 
energize, needing just one-third 
the pedal pressure to energize 
the brakes. In the relaxed 
position, the shoes are nudged 
back to center by the drum. 
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A few drops of 3-IN-ONE oil 
on your distributor oiler will 
save your bearing and shaft 
from wearing out. Do this 
every 500 miles along with 
the oil change or once a 
year. Don’t forget to 
lubricate the cam as well. 
 
 

Richard Bronstrup 
Tech Chairman 

Madeleine Vionnet and the 
Cross Cut Bias Method 

T h e  F r e n c h  d e s i g n e r 
Madeleine Vionnet opened her 
own fashion house in 1912. 
She devised methods of bias 
cross cutting during the 1920s 
using a miniature model. She 
made popular the halter neck 
and the cowl neck. 
The bias method has often 
been used to add a flirtatious 
and elegant quality to clothes. 
To make a piece of fabric hang 
and drape in sinuous folds and 
stretch over the round 
contours of the body, fabric 
pattern pieces can be cut not 
on the straight grain, but at an 
angle of 45 degrees.  
It is sometimes said that 
Vionnet invented bias cutting, 
but h istorical  evidence 
suggests that close fitting 
gowns and veils of the 

medieval period were made with cross cut 
fabrics. The Edwardians also made skirts that 
swayed to the back by joining a bias edge to a 
straight grain edge and the result was a pull to 
the back that formed the trained skirt. She did 

really popularize it and the 
resulting clothes are styles 
we forever associate with 
movie goddesses and 
dancers like Ginger 
Rogers.  
Using her technique, 
designers were able to 
produce magnif icent 
gowns in satins, crepe-de-
chines, silks, crepes and 
chiffons by cross cutting 
the fabric, creating a flare 
and fluidity of drapery that other methods could 
not achieve. Many of the gowns could be 
slipped over the head and came alive when put 
on the human form. Some evening garments 
made women look like Grecian goddesses 
whilst others made them look like half naked 
sexy vamps. Certain of her gowns still look 
quite contemporary. 
There was a passion for sunbathing. Women 
tried to get tans and then show them off under 
full length backless evening dresses cut on the 
true cross or bias and which molded to the 
body. To show off the styles a slim figure was 
essential and that was getting easier for 
women who were educated and aware as 
many now used contraception and did not 
have to bear baby after baby unless desired.  

 

Ray & Connie Tate 
7796 Gold Buckle Court 
Highland, CA 92346 



 

Support Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors  

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The 
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link 
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If 
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship. 

Bob’s 
Radiator Shop 

201 E Third St 
 San Bernardino, CA 92410 

(909) 889-6173 
(909) 885-3613 

 

Jenny's Family Restaurant 

7750 Palm Ave Ste R 

Highland, CA 92346  

(909) 864-2480  

Color Source 
Auto Body Paint & Supplies 

 
367 S Sierra Way 

San Bernardino, CA 92408 

(909) 888-5533 

Antoinette’s 

Italian Bistro 
7223 Church St., #A17 

Highland, CA 92346 

(909) 425-9600 

First-Air 
Heating & Air Conditioning 

32740 Ave E - Yucaipa CA 92399.  

License Number: 926234 

909-545-2183 
909-705-6590 

10% off senior & military 

1874 Mentone Blvd 
Mentone, CA 92359 

909-389-7167 

 
 
 
 
 

2068 West Redlands Boulevard  
Redlands, CA 
909-335-2521 

4023 Market Street 

Riverside, CA 92501 

(951) 684-3120 

 

Zacatecas Café 
2472 University Ave 

Riverside, California 

(951) 683-3939 

 

 

22400 Barton Rd Ste 1 

Grand Terrace, CA 
92313 

(909) 783-3106 

 

 Barn: 28380 Highway 74, Menifee, CA 92585  

Office 445 South D. Street, Perris, CA 92570  

Email: info@mottemuseum.com  

Museum: (951) 928-3210 

Events: (951) 821-6210 

 Vicky’s Burger 

502 S Waterman Ave 

San Bernardino, CA 92408 

(909) 888 1171 / (909) 888 2399 

Monday - Friday 

6 AM to 6 PM 

Saturday & Sunday 

7 AM to 3 PM 

pvmac.org
http://www.rustrods.com/
http://millcreekcattlecompany.com/
http://www.justtires.com/home.jsp
http://www.themugpastaandpizzasanbernadino.com/


P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  
P . O .  B o x  1 1 2 0  
R i a l t o ,  C A  9 2 3 7 7 - 1 1 2 0  
p v m a f c @ g m a i l . c o m  

 

Spotlight on our Sponsor 

El Sarape Restaurant 
(10th and Market Street) 

4023 Market Street 
Riverside, CA   

(951) 684-3120 
 

El Sarape Restaurant has been serving authentic Mexican food in Downtown Riverside since 
1949. Family owned and operated, El Sarape prides itself in serving delicious family recipes in 
beautiful, comfortable surroundings, combined with super friendly service! 
The owner and operator of this fine, established restaurant is Helen Garcia.  She established this 
business soon after arriving in the area from Michoacan, Mexico by bringing her talented cooking 
experience and secret recipes taught to her by her mother as well as her own special recipes 
when she owned her own business in Michoacan, Mexico.  Helen’s menu features some of the 
classic Mexican and seafood delicacies’ of the old country.  Isabella, one of Helen Garcia’s 
beautiful daughters says, “the flavor is in her veins.”   
El Sarape is family run, and they treat you like family, too! They serve a wide variety of authentic 
Mexican food with home cooked flavor. The food is very tasty and brought to your table fresh and 
hot. They offer traditional Mexican food like tacos, burritos and enchiladas. They have great 
seafood plates, and specialty items like Mole, Steak Picado, and Chile Rellenos. 
El Sarape offers good sized portions and affordable prices. Many guests have been coming for 
years, some even for generations. Come in today and see for yourself the service, the flavor, and 
the value of El Sarape! 
 
 

ADVERTISERS SUPPORT OUR CLUB. When you PURCHASE FROM THEM, let them know you saw their ad in the Steering Column. 

http://pvmafc.org/

