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H u b l e y D e r b y D a y
he 9th annual Hubley Derby was conducted once again at the Woman's Club of San
Bernardino with the event being divided into the youth and adult categories. In the youth
category, Jaxson age 3, was the overall winner after several runs.
The adult entries had great competition among the ‘big’ boys and
girls. Awards were presented with a special award given to Marjorie
and her husband for traveling the furthest to attend the festivities,
coming all the way from Chico, a total of 538 miles. After a lunch
break the event continued in a single elimination format with many
close races.
Raffle tickets were sold for cash
prizes so everyone had a great time
and the lucky numbers received a
little cash to boot. Our thanks to
Richard and his crew for the track
set-up the night before, and to Cheri
and her kitchen crew for the food,
drinks and snacks for all those that
attended. Our visitors had a great
time and the contestants we're more than pleased with the outcome
for the display of the race results on the large overhead screen.
Cheri’s computer expertise was helpful in being able to see the race
results from anywhere in the hall.
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About 300 people convened at the NAFB Museum to celebrate it's 2nd anniversary, with only the Tudor
of Earl Aceves representing the PVMAFC. The NAFB museum was created by former members of the
Norton Veterans group with historic memorabilia, photos and artifacts related to the history of the
Airbase, primarily donated by veterans and former employees. It was wonderful to visit the site and
recall its history and storied events that occurred during the time the base was first established in the
1940's. From its inception as a training base, to a supply depot, to an aircraft refurbishing facility, to a
major support base during three wars, military and civilian personnel served and worked. All of these
historical facts are displayed, noted, and shown cased in the museum.
After introductions of key note speakers and other notable personnel, the entertainment kicked off with
live music by The Smoke'In Hot Lindy Sisters, The Riverside Concert Band and The Riverside Swing
Ensemble. Guided tours of the Museum and the Norton Veteran’s Monument
were given along with a cake to celebrate the 2nd
anniversary of the museum.
We were honored to have Alma Fornal in attendance
of the Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP). She
earned her pilot’s license before finishing college and
received her military flight training at Avenger Field in
Sweetwater, Texas, during WWII. Assigned to fly the
B-24 off the shores of Florida, over the Gulf of Mexico
and also towing targets which allowed gunnery
students live practice at shooting airborne objects. In
March 2010, years after earning it, she was awarded
the Congressional Gold Medal for her service.
Coincidentally, she even flew the two planes that are
Berlin Wall
Alma Fornal
on the medal, the B-26 and the AT-6.

Norton AFB Museum

Hubley Derby

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message
Hola Club Members
I wish to extend my sincere appreciation and
congratulations to the board members and
general membership for your support in
attending the planned activities and club
functions during these past few months. Your
participation in club functions. Participation by
all of you have made our activities successful
and enjoyable “get togethers. My sincere
appreciation to the committees that made this
an enjoyable experience. Rick and Dee for
the Taking Your Honey to Brunch where I
truly enjoyed several dining experiences, to
Richard and Cheri for Hubley Derby, and
Richard for Tech support. I appreciate the
entire memberships cooperation in outings
and club activities. I also appreciate
suggestions and input so that we
continue to have fun in whatever
event or activity that's planned by
our staff. To all staff members that
serve on specific committees that
make my experience as ...

Tom Valdez

Officers
President - Tom Valdez
Vice President - Richard Bronstrup
Treasurer - Jeanene Buchanan
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves
Member-at-Large - Ron Buchanan
Member-at-Large - Rick Perez

Committee Directors
Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup

El Presidente

Installation / Holiday Banquet - Edna Blackwell
MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan
MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan
Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell

Birthdays

4 Apr - Ray Williams
5 Apr - Rory Deane
7 Apr - Midge Bronstrup
11 Apr - Earl Aceves
11 Apr - Betty Spawton
26 Apr - Bobby Wallace
30 Apr - Sherry Williams

Anniversaries

2 Apr - Aceves, Earl & Nancy
2 Apr - Kirtley, Don & Kerry
6 Apr - Wallace, Bobby & Kathy
14 Apr - Whipple, Larry & Bobbie

Model A-pparel Parades - Ron Blackwell
Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski
Photographer - Ron Blackwell
Raffles - John Benson
Refreshments - Nancy Aceves
Sunshine - Bobbie Whipple
Swap Meet - John Benson
Tech - Richard Bronstrup
TYHTB - Dee & Rick Perez
Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin
Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski
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Call to Order – Tom Valdez called the meeting to order at 7.02pm, followed by the Flag Salute.
President – There were no new members or guests. Tom acknowledged the March birthdays
and anniversaries and then thanked all the members who participated in the Just Tires promotion
on Valentines Day. Tom also thanked Dave for the ride in his car in the Lincoln Parade.
Secretary – Monica Dirac – Larry proposed a motion to accept the Minutes as written in the
Steering Column, Sheri seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion approved.
Treasurer’s Report – Jeanene Buchanan - All our bills are paid and we have a healthy balance
in our bank account.
Parades – Ron Blackwell – Ron contacted the organizers of the Riverside Vintage Home Tour;
the Tour will be on 16th May but the homes have not yet been selected. The Lincoln Boy Scout
Parade was a success, Glen Stuart was a creditable Mr. Lincoln.
Tours – Cathy is organizing a picnic on 2nd May to Thurman Flats, located on Highway 38
between Mentone and Forest Falls. The picnic could be combined with TYHTB at Phil’s Burgers
(they are one of our sponsors) and a quick tour of the East Valley Water District’s drought tolerant
demonstration garden on Greenspot Rd. At Thurman Flats we will play games such as Bingo and
beanbag toss for prizes, $50 gift cards to Home Depot, Outback Steak House etc.
10th -12th April CCRG Jamboree in Santa Maria. We will caravan. Meet at McDonalds off
Highway 138 at 9.00am on Thursday.
30th May a “behind the scenes tour” of LA Union Pacific railway station. Sign up for the
Tour with Judy.
Take Your Honey To Brunch - Rick and Dee Perez – 14th March brunch at The Mug in Muscoy.
They are one of our sponsors and will give us a discount and a back room to ourselves. The
Perez’s need to give the owner an estimate of the number of people planning to attend so he can
hire extra help.
Swap Meet – John Benson – John has sent notices to The Restorer, Model A Times and to other
Clubs. Tom and Mike went to the San Diego Model A Swap Meet and handed out flyers.
Hubley Derby – Was a lot of fun for all the participants. We even had a couple from Garland,
Northern CA. There were 27 entries in the adult division, Marlene Ballard won, Ron Blackwell was
2nd and Rick Ballard 3rd. Gerry Mckinney won Best in Show. We only had two youth entries,
Jackson Kilmer and Parker Peterson. Lets hope we can attract more youngsters next year.
Vice President – Richard Bronstrup – Richard’s talk was on headlights and cowl lights. Model
A’s have three basic types of headlights. The 1928 and 29 were cadmium plated, the 1930 and 31
were a different shape, more rounded and truck lights were painted black. The 32 truck lights are
even flatter with more domed lenses. Richard had brought plenty of examples of the different
headlights as well as cowl lights for us to examine. If you are exhibiting your car in a show you will
need original lights or you will loose points.
Safety Day will be on 4th April, before the CCRG, at Jeff Holmes place in Ontario. Bring
your own oil and transmission fluid. Jeff will provide a grease gun and grease. Detergent oil is OK
for rebuilt engines; buy an oil containing zinc, such as Valvoline VR1. Use 600-weight oil in the
transmission/rear end. After working on our cars we will meet for lunch at Flo’s Restaurant, Chino
Airport.
Sunshine – Bobbie Whipple – Renee has had laser surgery.
Membership – Ron and Edna Blackwell - The new rosters are available, one copy per person. A
second copy may be purchased for $1.00.
President – Tom Valdez - We lost one of our sponsors, Siquio’s has closed as the owner retired.
Tom thanked Ron and Edna the new roster, and thanked the Ballards and Shirley
Messenger for refreshments.
Adjourn - Meeting adjourned at 8.26pm.

04 Apr - Tech Seminar - Safety Day

9am Jeff Holmes Automotive 8087 Schaefer Ave. Ontario.
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07 Apr - Board Meeting 7pm
09~12 Apr - CCRG - Central California Regional Group Jamboree

V

14 Apr - General Meeting 7pm
15 Apr - NCRG Sacramento Registration deadline
16, 17 & 18 Apr - Colton High School

9am Thur at McDonalds I-15 and Hyway138, Devore Pass.
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5pm~8pm 2 cars each night for the production of ANNIE. Tickets for the show provided.

N

25 Apr - Motte Museum Annual Car Show

T

18 Apr - Take Your Honey to Brunch - El Sarape Restaurant
10:30am 4023 Market St. (at Tenth St.) Riverside

9am 28380 Highway 74, Menifee. Free Museum, music, parking

25 Apr - 100th Annual National Orange Show Fair

10am Enter at Gate 5 (Mill St.) to the Damus Building. Tickets provided

26 Apr - Orange County Pancake Breakfast

8am at Hart Park, 701 S. Glassell St., Orange $6 for breakfast
Don't forget to bring return address labels to put on your drawing tickets.

02 May - Picnic at Thurman Flats Hwy 38
9am Departs from Phil’s Burger 835 E 3rd St San Bernardino. Tour East Valley Water Dist
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05 May - Board Meeting 7pm
10 May - Mothers Day
12 May - General Meeting 7pm
16 May - Armed Forces Day
16 May - Riverside Vintage Home Tour
10am~4pm 2 tickets per car provided.

17 May - Take Your Honey to Brunch
19 May - Tech Session
22~25 May - NCRG - Northern California Regional Group Roundup
25 May - Memorial Day
30 May - Los Angeles Railroad Tour
“behind the scenes tour” of LA Union Pacific railway station

02 Jun - Board Meeting 7pm
09 Jun - General Meeting 7pm
13~14 Jun Model T Swap Meet
23~28 Jun NW Regional Meet 2015
Walla Walla, Washington

27 Jun - Great Race
28 Jun - Henry Ford Picnic

10:00am~3:00pm Heritage Park, 12100 Mora Dr., Santa Fe Springs $12 BBQ lunch.
Rely on the Website for the most current information

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.

William F. Holcomb was a noted hunter and
had been hired to supply meat for the Bear
Valley miners. On May 4, 1860, while tracking a
grizzly bear that he had wounded the day
before, he chipped off a piece of rock and
discovered it contained sizable chunks of gold.
This discovery occurred five miles north of Bear
Valley in what is now called Holcomb Valley and
started the biggest gold rush southern California
had seen. Within six months there were over
2,000 men in the valley. Soon the boom town of
Belleville was filled with log cabins, stores,
saloons and dance halls.
William F. Holcomb in his adventures as a
hunter and miner prospected over nearly all the
country from Vancouver, British Columbia, to
Arizona. He was one of the discoverers of the
famous Vulture Mine in Arizona, from which
more than $8,000,000 were taken.
After working successfully in
mining for several years
Holcomb was elected as San
Bernardino County Clerk,
Treasurer and Assessor.
This office he filled for
several terms.
His son,
Grant, and grandson, W. R.
" Bo b" Ho lcom b, b o th
became mayor of San
Bernardino.
William Francis "Billy"
Holcomb (1831-1909)

The 2015 "Great Race"
begins near St. Louis,
Missouri, on June 20th and,
following the historic Route
66, ends in Santa Monica,
California, on June 28th.
It is a competition based
on precision driving and navigational skills in
classic, antique and vintage automobiles. The
event is a timed, controlled-speed, endurance
rally, not a top-speed race.
"Great Race" vehicles must have been
manufactured in 1972 or earlier.
Vehicle odometers must be covered or
completely removed prior to the start of the race.
Top prize is $50,000; entry fees vary from
$1,500 to $8,000 per car, depending on the
category.
Vehicles will overnight at San Manuel
Stadium in downtown San Bernardino on
Saturday, June 27th.

Blast from the Past
From our November 1961 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault

Up at 6 - - - Home at 6
Those chickens have nothing on the Model A
members who got up about 6 am so as to leave
promptly from Snow’s at the 7:30 Sunday
morning. A crackling caravan of 12 A’s (plus 5
regular cars) were on their way to Fallbrook to
vie for trophys and view some of the leading cars
in So. California. Upon leaving Colton, the
Hendricks car was missed only by inches from
being hit by a drunk driver who pulled across in
front of them.
Pictures were taken off and on all day. A most
outstanding one was taken of R. Hoon, flat on
his back, half out and half under his AA
(speedometer troubles.)
Four of the ladies came attired in fashionable
dresses and a few of the men wore their special
vests and hats for the occasion. The San Diego
group put on a fashion show in the gymnasium.
Proper attire for daytime, sports and evening
wear for the years 28-29 and 30-31 were
modeled (both ladies and men.) Recordings of
that era were played and all in all the show was
quite a success. The day was complete as three
of our members brought home trophies. Roberta
Brown and Earlene Hoon came out with second
place awards. (congratulations girls, we all knew
you would.) Even though he didn't enter his A we
will mention as Bill Brown received the “Best
Classic Car” trophy for his 1947 Lincoln. It really
is sharp.
Some were not so fortunate as to win a prize,
however, and a few were flying home, high
spirited, to ready their car for the next meet.
Those enjoying the “Model A Day”, which is to
be an annual event, (attention ladies, anyone for
knitting.) Were Mr. & Mrs. Hendricks and family
Mr. & Mrs. Mills, Dick Eckert, Mr. & Mrs. Loomis
and family, Sam Hopper, Troy Ashby, Mr. & Mrs.
Stevens & daughter, Mr. & Mrs. Brown and son,
Ted Holbrook, Mr. & Mrs. Jones & family, Mr.
and Mrs. Hoon & family, Mr. & Mrs. Smith and
daughter, Mr. & Mrs. McCallister & daughter,
Claude McEwain and Mike Baek.
There really is no sense in listing all the names
as could say, “The same people as on the last
tour.” How about each regular member seeing to
it that one new member goes on the next tour.

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Little League Regional Headquarters
6707 North Little League Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749

T

he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle. Currently it is held by Ron Blackwell.

Model A Ford Brakes
“ All Together Now …”
If you’ve been following
along at home, your Model A
Ford mechanical brake
system is all over your
carport and work bench.
Your brake rods have all
been re-worked, your
backing plates all look like
new, so now it’s time to start
putting everything back
together.
First thing you will need are
some new brake linings. Be
careful not to use linings that
have a high metallic content,
as they will tend to squeak
against the cast iron drums.
When assembling the brake
shoes, there are rollers,
clevises and pins that must
all be installed in the new
linings. Inspect each part to
make sure there are no flat
spots in the rollers, or worn
areas on the pins. To be
totally honest, if you do this
brake job correctly, then you
will not have to do it again
for 50 thousand miles, so
why not take the plunge and
get new rollers and pins. It
doesn’t add that much to the
cost and you probably won’t
have to do it again until 2047

Same goes for your brake
drums. I have reused
original steel brake drums,
but it’s really a false
economy,
when
you
consider the advantages of
new Cast Iron Drums. The
original steel drums were
only 1/8” thick to start with,
and after 80 years of use,
they will end up less than
1/16” thick. This makes it
difficult to get your brake
shoes to fit up, and they get
hot and warp, causing
pulsing in the brake pedal.
New brake drums can be
mounted to your old hubs, or
new hubs are available if
you need them.
Now that you have new
drums, have the shoes
arched to the drums. They
should be a few thousandths
smaller than the radius of
the drums. This will allow the
centers of the shoes to
contact the drums first, and
then make full contact as
pressure is applied. Never
allow the ends of the shoes
to contact first, or the brakes
will chatter badly. Also both
sides should contact at
once, or the brakes will

squeak.
Next assemble your new
shoes to the backing plates,
with new return springs.
Then use a centering tool to
make sure the radius of the
shoes align with the radius
of the drums. This can be
adjusted by bending the
brake roller tracks slightly up
or down to get the shoes in
perfect alignment. Spend
some time here for the best
brake job.
Then you can assemble the
parking brakes. That’s pretty
simple, the only thing that
goes wrong there is if the
parking brakes have been
used to stop the car, then
the parking brake carrier will
be all twisted up.
Now install the drums, with
plent y of greas e on the
bearings, and new seals for
the rear. Torque the rear hub
nuts down to 100 ft/lbs.
Tighten up the front hubs
nuts just enough to take the
free play out of the bearings,
no more. They should really
be just finger tight against
the bearings, them maybe
one c astellat ion tight er.
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Even though people
were broke in the
1930s they still didn’t
dress like it!
Men still dressed up
nice, sporting fedoras
and double-breasted
overcoats. The boys
wore short shorts
and tall socks.
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Patterns were all the
rage
and
nice,
f lo win g ,
f lo we r y
dresses were the
most popular item a
woman could wear.
Actresses were seen
wearing glamorous
gowns and their hair
was kept very close
to the head.

The women wore
dresses. It didn’t
matter if they were at
Although hats were
work or at home, it was very important to wear a still popular for women, they were gradually
dress. And ensembles that included an overcoat becoming less popular.
were very popular as well.
way to tell if something is from the 30s is if
Women did not show much skin. In the mid One
it
has
initials engraved or stitched. This was a
1930s some women also decided they were no common
free service that stores offered.
longer going to wear hats.
Fur was in and so were floral patterns. Makeup Fashion in the 1930s was just as glamorous as
was chic and shoulder pads were very important the 1920s, just in a different way.
until the late 1930s.
Fur was still quite popular, although during the
depression most women were still making their
own clothing.

Sunshine Report
Renee is doing great after her recent
knee surgery.
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I hope you are prepared
for the next time you
break down. You should
be ready to fix the
problem on the side of the
road. At the April meeting
I will provide you a list of
what to carry. You may
need to pull a trailer if you
haul one of everything.

T
I
P Richard Bronstrup
Tech Chairman

retrowaste.com

Support Our Sponsors
Antoinette’s
Italian Bistro
7223 Church St., #A17
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 425-9600

Bob’s

Color Source

Radiator Shop

Auto Body Paint & Supplies

201 E Third St
San Bernardino, CA 92410
(909) 889-6173
(909) 885-3613

367 S Sierra Way
San Bernardino, CA 92408
(909) 888-5533

First-Air
Heating & Air Conditioning
32740 Ave E - Yucaipa CA 92399.
License Number: 926234

909-545-2183
909-705-6590

10% off senior & military

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 864-2480

2068 West Redlands Boulevard
Redlands, CA
909-335-2521

1874 Mentone Blvd
Mentone, CA 92359
909-389-7167

Barn: 28380 Highway 74, Menifee, CA 92585
Office 445 South D. Street, Perris, CA 92570
Email: info@mottemuseum.com
Museum: (951) 928-3210
Events: (951) 821-6210

Vickys Burger
502 S Waterman Ave
San Bernardino, CA 92408
(909) 888 1171 / (909) 888 2399
Monday - Friday
6 AM to 6 PM
Saturday & Sunday
7 AM to 3 PM

WE’RE ON THE WEB !

.

PVMAFC

ORG

p v m a f c @ g m a i l .c o m

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

Spotlight on our Sponsor
Mill Creek Cattle Company
Owner and Operator
Jim and Meredith Lotito
1874 Mentone Blvd
Mentone, CA 92359
909-389-7167
Jim and Meredith are the proud owners and operators of the finest dining establishment in
Mentone. Jim hails from Pennsylvania and Meredith is a native of Minnesota. Jim came to
California as a young man and was raised in Southern California. Jim and Meredith established
their business in 1999 but had already established their home here in 1980.
This unique eating establishment features a diverse cuisine to suit your taste buds with an
assortment of fine foods. Jim will cater to your special needs for any occasion from weddings,
and receptions, family or group celebrations ranging from anniversaries to general gatherings,
featuring your suggested menu. There are several choices for your main courses that feature
barbecue, Mexican, Italian, Asian, German etc. You name it and Jim and his talented staff can
prepare it to your satisfaction. In fact, you'll be amazed at their food preparation and service.
There are several menu themes that you may select from, that feature these fine foods.
To save you a little trip to Mentone, Jim is also available on Facebook.
ADVERTISERS SUPPORT OUR CLUB. When you PURCHASE FROM THEM, let them know you saw their ad in the Steering Column.
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