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Another delightful morning for the members of the Model A Ford
Club who participated in the annual Redlands Lincoln Shrine Boy
Scout Parade. From the parade assembly point each troop of Boy
Scouts marched ahead of every one of our cars. A total of 7 cars
participated in the parade making it a fun day for the spectators, as
well as the owners of the cars. Our President had the pleasure of
riding with Dave Northrup, owner of a
1930 Tudor Deluxe Phaeton officially
known as the ‘Spirit of Redlands’.
This was the second time he enjoyed riding ‘shotgun’ with Dave. His
first was the Redlands Christmas
parade, where he first met Dave and
had a grand time. Dave was very
helpful answering questions about
his car and what Tom should expect,
as Tom is on a mission of restoring his 1929 roadster pick-up. At the
parade, Tom asked Dave if he can ride with him again and Dave
said “hop in it would be a pleasure to chauffeur the President!” As
we followed the Scouts through the planned route, the ahooga
horns drew smiles and laughter from the spectators. Some elder
citizens remembered the day when they owned a Model A. At the conclusion of the parade we all
gathered at Sizzlers for lunch. A fun time was had for all that day.
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This months tech session, at the Bronstrup’s home, was on the Model A water pump and cooling
system. Several members and spouses were treated to refreshments, snacks and ‘sweet treats’.
Richard started the evening with a show and tell presentation of an
assortment of his 25 year collection of water pumps for the ‘28-’31 Model
A. He pointed out specific points on how to identify the water pump
installed on your vehicle. After showing and explaining the difference in
water pump housings, he pointed out the drain hole and slotted housing,
lube points and seals on the water pump - fan shaft. He also showed the
impeller located on the end of the water pump shaft that expedites the
circulation of water to cool the engine. The water pump is a simple driven
component by the engine fan belt pulley. The fan belt drives the fan,
water pump and rotates the shaft to drive the impeller to circulate the
water through the engine and back to the radiator to complete the
cooling cycle. Water circulates through the engine cavities generated
by the pump shaft impeller.
Richard then invited us to view two videos on water pump problems
and how to troubleshoot the system when an overheating problems
occurs. The videos gave us pointers on the timing of the engine to
ensure correct firing of the engine, adjusting the distributor points to the
proper gap, ensuring the ignition coil and capacitor was working properly by removing the spark
plug wires to check for ignition spark. Another important factor was the keeping of the system
clean by flushing the system and filling to the proper level.

Just Tires

TYHTB - The Eating Place

Lincoln Shrine Boy Scout Parade

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message

Officers

Greeting Club Members

President - Tom Valdez

Well, so far, so good. I hope as time goes by
we’ll be having fun activities and outings for
all to enjoy. Now that the days are longer we
will be enjoying outings and activities without
having to drive home in the dark!
I wish to thank all the committee members
that agreed to continue to serve in their
respective activities. The great ladies that
provide the wonderful snacks and
refreshments and the ‘cookie lady’ that makes
my day (and raises my sugar intake level!)
Richard Bronstrup for his informative Tech
talks and John Benson for the raffles and
opportunity drawings. For the coordination of
TYHTB by Rick and Dee for the wonderful
outings and the planned trips by Judy that are
always a great experience, and to all that
contributed to the success of our club
meetings and outings.
Now, that's why I nickname
you all the “A-team”.
Our 2015 calendar is complete
and the treasury is healthy. I
am looking forward to
attending the CCRG festivities
in Santa Maria.

Vice President - Richard Bronstrup

Tom Valdez

Treasurer - Jeanene Buchanan
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves
Member-at-Large - Ron Buchanan
Member-at-Large - Rick Perez

Committee Directors
Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup
Installation / Holiday Banquet - Edna Blackwell
MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan
MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan

President

Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Model A-pparel Parades - Ron Blackwell
Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski
Photographer - Ron Blackwell
Raffles - John Benson

Birthdays
1 Mar - Hubert Poole
10 Mar - Blanche Weeks
14 Mar - Nancy Nelson
18 Mar - Rick Ballard
24 Mar - Edna Blackwell
27 Mar - Deena Lowe-Davidson
31 Mar - Dave Northrop

Anniversaries

Refreshments - Nancy Aceves
Sunshine - Bobbie Whipple
Swap Meet - John Benson
Tech - Richard Bronstrup
TYHTB - Dee & Rick Perez
Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin
Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski
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Call to Order – Tom Valdez called the meeting to order at 7.00pm, followed by the Flag Salute.
President – Tom apologized to the Board members for an extra long meeting; we still did not
manage to finish the calendar.
Tom acknowledged the February birthdays and anniversaries, and wished everyone a
Happy Valentine’s Day. There were no guests or new members.
Our new sponsor, Just Tires on the corner of California St and Redlands Blvd, has
requested that our Club provide a few Model As for a promotion on Valentines Day. They will
serve free hot dogs.
Tom reminded members to pay their dues for this year.
20th-22nd February there will be a parts exchange in San Diego. Also the CCRG Jamboree
in Santa Maria is coming up in April. Tom has entry forms.
Take Your Honey To Brunch - Rick and Dee Perez – We will meet at the Eating Room in
Redlands at 10.00am on 15th February.
Secretary – Monica Dirac –Larry proposed a motion to approve the Minutes as written in the
Steering Column, Sheri seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion approved.
Treasurer’s Report – Jeanene Buchanan All our bills are paid and we have a healthy balance in
our bank account. A motion was passed to accept the treasurer’s report as written.
Parades – Ron Blackwell – The Lincoln Parade was a success; the participants had a good time.
Tom thanked Mr. Northrop for a ride in his Model A.
Ron will verify the dates for the Riverside Vintage Home Tour.
Tours – Judy Spurlin – No Tours are planned at present, the CCRG is coming up in April.
Swap Meet Report – John Benson – John and Richard both went to the Turlock Swap Meet and
passed out lots of flyers despite the cold - 450F - and foggy weather. John also asked the
members to take plenty of flyers and pass them out.
Tech Night– Richard Bronstrup Tech night will be on the third Tuesday of the month, 17 th
February at starting at 7.00pm at the Bronstup’s house. Richard will talk about rebuilding water
pumps.
Vice President – Richard Bronstrup – Richard had an interesting collection of water pumps for
members to examine. He discussed potential problems that can commonly occur with water
pumps such as leaking, freezing up or fan blades flying off. Model B water pump fan blades are
made from aluminum and will not do as much damage if they do shear off. Fans and water pumps
should be inspected yearly for cracks etc. Don’t forget to grease both ends of the shaft. Make
sure the engine is NOT running when checking the fan belt! If you purchase a new propeller again
make sure that you pin it to the shaft and that the shaft is not too long or it could break the housing.
If it is too long grind off the end. One can purchase a rebuilt water pump for around $125, they are
not nearly as complicated to rebuild as carburetors.
Richard likes to use the grease cup fittings from Model Ts.
Hubleys – Richard Bronstrup The Hubley Derby will be held at the Women’s Club on the first
Saturday of March.
President – Tom Valdez thanked Richard for the informative discussion on potential problems with
water pumps.
Tom received a complaint from the Little League management about the condition of the
room after we left last month; crumbs on the floor, chairs not put back on the tables.
Those going to the CCRG Jamboree, don’t forget to reserve your hotel room.
Sponsors – Tom has signed up a new sponsor; Just Tires in Redlands.
Sunshine – Bobbie Whipple – Bobby was not present.
Adjourn - Meeting adjourned at 8.12pm.
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01 Mar - CCRG Santa Maria Registration deadline
03 Mar - Board Meeting 7pm
07 Mar - Hubley Derby Day
08 Mar - Daylight Saving Time Begins
10 Mar - General Meeting 7pm
14 Mar - Take Your Honey to Brunch
11am The Mug 1588 West Highland Avenue, San Bernardino

17 Mar - St. Patrick’s Day

death date of the most commonly-recognized patron saint of Ireland, Saint Patrick
(c. AD 385–461). It is customary to wear shamrocks and/or green clothing or accessories
(the "wearing of the green").

N

21 Mar - Norton AFB Museum

T

04 Apr - Tech Seminar - Safety Day

11am 1601 E. 3rd Street San Bernardino Entertainment by The Smoke'In Hot Lindy Sisters,
The Riverside Concert Band and The Riverside Swing Ensemble.
9am Jeff Holmes Automotive 8087 Schaefer Ave. Ontario.
Bring your tune-up supplies and your chairs.
Lunch afterwards at Flo’s Airport Café, Chino Airport 7000 Merrill Ave. Chino

07 Apr - Board Meeting 7pm
09~12 Apr - CCRG - Central California Regional Group Jamboree
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9am Thur at McDonalds I-15 and CA138 Devore Pass.

14 Apr - General Meeting 7pm
15 Apr - NCRG Sacramento Registration deadline
18 Apr - Take Your Honey to Brunch - Vickey’s Burger
25 Apr - Motte Museum Annual Car Show
28380 Highway 74, Menifee

T

25 Apr - 100th annual National Orange Show Fair

A

8am at Hart Park, 701 S. Glassell St., Orange $6
Don't forget to bring return address labels to put on your drawing tickets.
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12pm Enter at Gate 1 (E St.) to the Damus Building

26 Apr - Orange County Pancake Breakfast

02 May - Picnic at Thurman Flats Hyway 38
05 May - Board Meeting 7pm
10 May - Mothers Day
12 May - General Meeting 7pm
16 May - Riverside Vintage Home Tour
17 May - Take Your Honey to Brunch
19 May - Tech Session
22~25 May - NCRG - Northern California Regional Group Roundup
25 May - Memorial Day
Rely on the Website for the most current information

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.

Great Los Angeles Auto Show Fire of 1929
Sunday brought about the end of another
chapter in the history of the Los Angeles Auto
Show, an event that, aside from 1940 to 1951,
has showed off new cars since 1907. This year
in the hallway between the two cavernous
rooms glinting with new automobiles, there was
a long display about the history of the show,
bringing to light a bit of trivia.
Much of the 1929 show burned to the ground.
According to information on the display panels,
which said its information and photographs were
derived from materials provided by the the
California Motor Car Dealers Association, The
Los Angeles Times, the Los Angeles Public
Library’s Security Pacific National Bank
Collection and the University of Southern
California’s Regional History Collection, more
than 300 cars had been assembled beneath four
large tents erected at the corner of Hill Street
and Washington Boulevard. On the afternoon of
March 5, as a few thousand people looked at
the last new cars before the onset of the Great
Depression, a small fire sparked near an
aviation display soon grew beyond the control of
the fire department.
Less than an hour later, mutilated steel, melted
rubber and charred wood and canvas littered the
ground where the tents once stood. Although
The Los Angeles Times reported that the fire
had its origins from a smoldering cigarette butt,
later sources, including the show’s historical
display, say that it began with an electrical short.
Either way, more than $1.2 million worth of
damage was done to cars, which were insured
by a blanket policy. No one was killed in the
blaze. About 2,500 spectators escaped
uninjured, although The Times reported that an
electrician and two firefighters were treated for
severe burns.
According to the history that organizers from this
year’s event provided, the fire proved a windfall
for at least one business: the garage next door
to the event, A-1 Auto Works (“You wreck ‘em,
we fix ‘em). Not sure what to do with the burnedout hulks auto show officials had the fence
between the show and A-1’s yard torn down so
that the casualties could more easily be dragged
there for scrapping.
Only a few months after the fire, the stock
market crashed, which brought about the Great
Depression and a related decline in automobile
sales. But still the show went on, only stopping
when World War II brought America’s auto
industry to a halt.

Blast from the Past
From our October 1961 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault

Newport Sand Dunes or Bust
Anne Jones
Eight cars left from Snow’s on time, ha ha, 8:45,
led by one of the Brown’s jewels which had a
leady engine. Then came Loomis, Hendricks,
Mills, Baek Lawrance, Jones and McElwain Jr.
Smith and Dibler joined in at Riverside, Cox
joined in at Arlington. Smith didn't last long,
maybe 5 miles. He had to head for home for
major surgery. Rod going out. There was a little
smog, but the sun was coming up strong. The
whole train of cars was quite a sight, however
there could be some discussion about a nice and
neat line. Some seem to stay close to the white
line, others like the loose gravel. The distance
between cars verys also. Some look like they
were being towed or pushed. The sign on
Brown’s coupe was very nice and a needed
item. At least people knew who we were and the
name of our club. A coffee break was taken at
Stax and Snaxs in Anaheim. Jones and
McElwain Jr. got lost from the others, but after
some careful back tracking by Hendricks they
were led back to the pack. After arrival, first on
the entertainment was raiding of lunch baskets.
Swimming, paddle canoes, sailing, volleyball and
gossip sessions followed. It was an absolute
good spot for all to find something to their likes.
Mr. & Mrs. Smith finally got there in the family
car. Two o'clock came and Brown’s, Hendricks,
Smith, and McElwain Jr. were off for Southgate
Park for the raffeling off of a Phaeton by the
Harbor Area A Club. Jones headed for home to
do more doctoring to the A sedan in hopes it will
be ready to take on the next tour.

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Little League Regional Headquarters
6707 North Little League Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749
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he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle. Currently it is held by Ron Blackwell.
Model A Ford Brakes
Backing plates
So far we’ve looked at the
Metal from the Pedal to the
Road. Now we’ll look at the
Brake Backing Plates, and see
what we can do to get them in
a restored or serviceable
condition. If you have missed
any parts, you can see them at
www.mymodel.com.
Most carport mechanics will
remove the brake drums, pry
off the old shoes, install a set
of relined shoes, and put
everything back together. This
wi l l re su lt in a ve r y
disappointing brake job. The
problem is that everything on
the backing plate is worn,
allowing the brake shoes to
drop down so that the bottom
of the shoes will constantly rub
the brake drums, and the tops
of the shoes are so far out that
you will use all the travel of the
brake pedal to get the shoes to
contact the drum, and there is
no leverage left in the system
to apply any pressure against
the drums to stop the car.
First, jack up the car and use
jack stands to hold the car
safely while you are working.
Remove the wheels, and brake
drums. You will need a hub
puller to remove the rear

drums. Go ahead and remove
the backing plates from the
car. You might want to do one
side of the car at a time, so you
can reference the other side as
a blue print for reassembly. If
you go ahead and remove the
one bolt holding the front of the
rear radius rods to the
driveshaft tube, you will be
able to remove those radius
rods and easily remove the
rear backing plates from the
car.
Before disassembling the
backing plates, keep in mind
that there may have been
asbestos linings on your car at
one time. Therefore it is a good
idea to thoroughly wash the
assemblies before you start to
work. Use a dust mask when
working with the dirty backing
plates and parts.
Remove all the brake shoes,
rollers and springs from the
backing plates. Use a brake
adjusting tool, or adjustable
wrench to turn the brake
adjustment wedge all the way
in. When the wedge has turned
in completely, you can tap it
with a mallet to drive the dust
cover out and remove the
wedge. Rethread the wedge
holes with a 9/16”-18 tap to

clean the treads up.
There is a roller track on each
backing plate. This is where
the brake shoe rollers travel
back and forth every time you
apply the brakes. These tracks
must be perfectly straight, so
have them welded and ground
back completely flat. If you
inspect the tracks, you can see
where the track was originally,
so try to get them back as
close as possible to original. If
the roller track arms are
broken, there are new roller
track assemblies available.
The Rear backing plates have
Camshafts that go through
brass bushings. To remove
these, you must drill out the
rivet in the lever. Do this
carefully so you don’t damage
the lever or the camshaft.
Remove the camshaft, then
replace the brass bushings and
ream the bushings to fit the
camshaft. The cam should turn
smoothly with no binding and
no free play.
Once all the rework is done,
sandblast the backing plates
and paint them with some
gloss black enamel. This will
make them look great on the
car.
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In the 1920s, Broadway
was the place to go for
parties and nightlife. And
even though prohibition
made alcohol illegal, that
didn’t mean people
didn’t want it. Many
proprietors took the risk,
sold it in secret and
risked everything for
profit.
Soon
thereafter,
organized criminals took
over the streets and the
murder rate went through the roof. It was a
microcosm of the entire decade, a decade that had
great pride in its ability to break boundaries and rules.
Things that seem familiar now, most likely took shape
in the 1920s. It was an exciting and revolutionary
time. After World War I there was an eagerness to
embrace modern ideas, architecture, fashion,
entertainment and everything else. This lead to a
period of great creativity.
Cities were becoming more and more populous,
leading to an even greater culture expansion. Wall
Street tycoons were unbelievably rich and the list of
millionaires was growing by the day. It seemed like a
time of endless possibilities.
Louis Armstrong, Bessi Smith and Duke Ellington
ushered in a brand new style of American music
called Jazz. Shows at the Cotton Club in Harlem were
attended by the world’s elite. In fact, Harlem was the
hotbed of popular culture in the 1920s. Almost
everyone looked to Harlem for direction.
The influx of European immigrants into the United
States contributed to an immense, boiling pot-style
amalgamation of cultures that had never been seen
before. The world seemed to be coming together.
In rural parts of the country life was simple, but
technology was still making its way. Folks in the
country were starting to get lights in their house.
retrowaste.com

I think everyone probably
has installed at least one
fuse on their Model A. But if
you haven't, the easy way
is to mount a 30 amp fuse
on the side of your starter.
Make sure that the fuse
holder is made in the USA
T and carry extra fuses with
you.
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P Richard Bronstrup
Tech Chairman
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Speaking
of
new
technology, you can’t
talk about the 1920s
without mentioning the
explosion of automobile
ownership. Before the
1920s, mostly the rich
owned cars, but during
the 1920s more and
more families were able
to afford one and travel
away from where they
lived.
Advertising completely
changed in the 1920s. Buy now, pay later credit was
the desired way to buy things. Debt guilt had been
erased.
Modern radio was born in the 1920s. Suddenly
people were listening to same news and laughing at
the same programs. It brought society together
possibly more so than any other invention at the
time. Phonographs were a very popular home
entertainment option as well.
Women’s fashion changed immensely, because the
1920s were all about smashing inhibitions. Flappers
and vamps were everywhere. Their hair was
shorter, their hemlines were shorter, pushing the
boundaries of what was never thought possible
before.
Sports giants became household heroes, with one
name being bigger than any other: Babe Ruth. He
was better than any other player in history
compared to his peers and propelled the popularity
of baseball to new heights. Boxing was also
extremely popular in the 1920s.
After his death defying flight across the Atlantic
Ocean, Charles Lindbergh was the superstar of the
decade.
The great feeling of optimism had permeated every
segment of society. It wasn’t until October of 1929
that the great bubble of the 1920s had burst when
the stock market crashed. The devastation was
unimaginable. People from every walk of life had to
restart with nothing but their own two hands.

The flu and cold season put several of
us under the weather, but by now
most have finally recovered.

How Did We Get Here?
Or, why do old Newsletters
matter so much? Preserving the Past

Back issues of the Newsletters are being
collected for there preservation and history.
Needed are issues from 1965 to 1990. Those of
you that have back issues and can contribute,
please share them with the editor.

Support Our Sponsors
Antoinette’s
Italian Bistro
7223 Church St., #A17
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 425-9600

Bob’s

Color Source

Radiator Shop

Auto Body Paint & Supplies

201 E Third St
San Bernardino, CA 92410
(909) 889-6173
(909) 885-3613

367 S Sierra Way
San Bernardino, CA 92408
(909) 888-5533

First-Air
Heating & Air Conditioning
909-545-2183
909-705-6590
10% off senior & military

Jenny's Family Restaurant
7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 864-2480

909-335-2521

Barn: 28380 Highway 74, Menifee, CA 92585
Office 445 South D. Street, Perris, CA 92570
Email: info@mottemuseum.com
Museum: (951) 928-3210
Events: (951) 821-6210

Vickys Burger
502 S Waterman Ave
San Bernardino, CA 92408
(909) 888 1171 / (909) 888 2399
Monday - Friday
6 AM to 6 PM
Saturday & Sunday
7 AM to 3 PM

WE’RE ON THE WEB !

.

PVMAFC

ORG

p v m a f c @ g m a i l .c o m

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

Spotlight on our Sponsor
Just Tires
Paul Pham
Manager
2068 West Redlands Blvd
Redlands, CA 92373-6288
909-335-2521
Paul Pham, Manager of “Just Tires” is located in the Wal-mart shopping center on the corner of
Redlands Boulevard and California Street in Redlands, has been at this location for 12 years. He
started the automotive and light truck business in Orange County in 1982 and has had a
successful career ever since. Mr. Pham’s staff are exceptionally qualified tire specialist that install
top grade Goodyear products on your vehicle to ensure road worthiness. They also specialize in
front end alignments to ensure proper handling and even wear for a safe driving experience at
reasonable prices. Automotive and light truck tires are his specialty and has access to other tire
manufacturers for your classic and vintage vehicles with top brand Goodyear products. If you are
in need of new tires, stop by and talk to Paul for prices on tires for your automobile.
ADVERTISERS SUPPORT OUR CLUB. When you PURCHASE FROM THEM, let them know you saw their ad in the Steering Column.
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