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S a n D i e g o T o u r
Club members gathered at the La Sierra Metrolink station for a
weekend experience, stopping along the way for lunch at the
Rainbow Oaks Restaurant on Old Highway 395 and arriving in San
Diego. Our Hampton Inn Hotel had a shuttle bus that took us to Old
Town to see the many shops and have dinner. Returning, our hotel
had warm chocolate chip cookies ready and even opened the
kitchen to get milk for us. The evening concluded with a happy hour
after a very long day.
Sat morning the group met and had a complete breakfast. After a
briefing from Judy on the plans for the days activities, we took off for
the day. Tom Valdez hitched a ride with the Whipple’s and let me tell you how exciting it was for
him to ride in their Fordor sedan.
Cruising along with 5 other Model A’s and arriving at Balboa Park, all eyes were
on us as we chugged and Ahooga our way to the
parking lot, as we had our own little parade. Even
while parking and unloading, people stopped to
admired the A’s. Judy pointed out the location of
the Botanical Gardens, King Tut exhibit and Prado
Restaurant and mentioned that we have a
reservation for 1:30pm. Some headed for the
Automotive Museum and Air Museum and took
the trolley back to the parking lot, as others just
strolled through the Botanical Gardens. After
lunch at the Prado we saddled up the power
scooters and headed back to the hotel for happy hour!
Sunday morning after a great breakfast, we went to the Maritime Museum and took a lovely cruise
of the bay. Anthony’s Fish Grotto on the Bay for lunch was such a treat as the weather was just
gorgeous at 71 degrees. After saying our goodbyes we headed home. Thanks Judy, that was a
great trip!
H u b l e y

T u n e - u p

D a y

Club members extended their thanks to the Bronstrup's for their hospitality to set up the Hubley
track at their home so participants could test run their cars and make any adjustments necessary in
preparation for the upcoming Hubley Derby.
Richard and Cheri put on a well organized and entertaining event for all Hubley model car
enthusiasts. The mid morning event started with the setup of the track, assisted by several of the
’A’ club members. Assorted length of track were laid out end-to-end to form the downhill raceway.
Adjusting and tweaking their cars, participants made their final adjustments.
We then took a break to enjoy the snacks and several trays of sweet treats provided by Cheri and
her kitchen crew. All were treated to a wonderful morning gathering.
Hosted by both Pomona and Paradise Valley Model A Clubs and conducted at the San Bernardino
Women's Club on 7 March, will be the 9th Annual Hubley Derby.
As a family event, children of all ages (including the ‘BIG’ kids) will enjoy this unique hobby. Come
out to support and enjoy the excitement and refreshments.

TYHTB - Jenny's Family Restaurant

San Diego Tour

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message

Greeting Club Members
Well, the first month of my new official duty as
president of this great group has gone by and so
far, so good.
Thanks to your cooperation the transition went
over very well, I only got one butt chewin’ and one
boo-boo, maybe two boo-boo’s.
The butt chewin’ was brought to my attention by
Mr. Tate when he called to give me a heads up on
the mess we left at the general meeting hall at the
last general meeting. After his call, I immediately
contacted the Little League Headquarters and
apologize and explained what happened. He was
kind and accepted my apology and I told him I
would take full responsibility for the facility in the
future. This is a great meeting facility and we
can't afford to lose it for not playing by the rules. I
will personally meet with the person in charge to
get their instructions on what needs to be done to
satisfy his requirements. However, in order to
enjoy this meeting place and use the facilities, we
must adhere to the rules and leave the place in a
clean appearance for the other people that use it.
Nuff said!
Being a little nervous at my first general meeting I
forgot to mention that our membership dues are
due so please be prepared to ‘square up’ with our
Treasurer as soon as possible so we can
eliminate this item from our ‘to do
list’. It's $20 per year per family.
The planning calendar was partially
completed for Jan - Mar. Once again
thanks to all of you that continued
your committee duties.

Tom Valdez

Officers
President - Tom Valdez
Vice President - Richard Bronstrup
Treasurer - Jeanene Buchanan
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves
Member-at-Large - Ron Buchanan
Member-at-Large - Rick Perez

Committee Directors
Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup
Installation / Holiday Banquet - Edna Blackwell
MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan
MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan
Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Parades - Ron Blackwell

President

Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski

Birthdays
1 Feb - Mary Serrano
3 Feb - Marilyn Bauer
4 Feb - Bryan Glidewell
8 Feb - Tom Spurlin
9 Feb - Al Lopez
12 Feb - Lolly Campos
13 Feb - Carol Jackson
15 Feb - Jeanene Buchanan
22 Feb - Barbara Yost

Anniversaries

Photographer - Ron Blackwell
Raffles - John Benson
Refreshments - Nancy Aceves
Sunshine - Bobbie Whipple
Swap Meet - John Benson
Tech - Richard Bronstrup
TYHTB - Dee & Rick Perez
Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin
Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski

7 Feb - Achey, Ira & Barbara
14 Feb - Bruns, Rick & Diane
14 Feb - Sandefur, Mark & Julie
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Call to Order – Tom Valdez called the meeting to order at 6.53pm. Tom read a card from the Doty
family thanking the Club for our Ford Model A car turn out at Dave’s funeral.
Secretary – Monica Dirac - Monica read the minutes from the December meeting. Cheri pointed
out that the new shirts mentioned in the New Business section were not specified as T-shirts. The
minutes were approved as read after the correction.
Treasurer’s Report – Jeanene Buchanan – All bills are paid except our meeting room.
Vice President - Richard Bronstrup - Monica suggested talk about Hubleys at the next Meeting.
Tech Chair – Richard Bronstrup – Safety Day is coming up; no date has been set yet. Richard
suggested some time in June. At Jeff Holmes’s place we can look at the underside of our cars.
Hubley – Richard Bronstrup The tune up for the Hubley Derby will be held at Richard and Cheri’s
house on 17th January at 10.00am. There will be a pot luck lunch, bring a salad or desert, the
Bronstrups will provide the main course. Richard has mailed out flyers for the Hubley Derby to the
Orange County Club and placed an ad in their newsletter. He has also mailed out applications to
people in the San Diego and the Temecula and Pomona Clubs. The track is in excellent condition,
the new replacement section needs a little work to make it compatible with the rest of the track. The
gentleman who repaired it for us did not charge Richard. Tom suggested that we mail him a letter of
thanks. Bill De Graf originally built the track.
Parade Chair – Ron Blackwell – The Lincoln Shrine Boy Scout Parade is coming up soon. The
Highland Citrus Parade will be held on 28th March, cost per entry $20. Tom will check on it. We did
not participate last year. Ron will check on the 100th National Orange Show Parade. The Show
used to feature a Ford day and have an indoor display area for old cars. Let’s help make this year’s
event a success with 5-7 of our Model As! Mike suggested that we pick one day to attend the Orange
Show. We do not want to leave our cars there overnight because of the potential for theft and
vandalism, but we can put up stands to protect the cars during the day and have a Club member “on
guard”. Need to place drip pans to catch oil leaks. Admission will be free to exhibitors, bring chairs.
Tour Chair – Judy Spurlin 23rd-25th San Diego tour. We will leave La Sierra Metro link station in
Riverside at 9.00am and car pool down to San Diego. We will stay at the Hampton Inn near Sea
World. From there we can take the trolley to Old Town and to Balboa Park. Drive home on Sunday.
Take Your Honey To Brunch – Rick and Dee Perez – The Perez’s were not present.
Swap Meet – John Benson – John has started putting things together for this year’s Swap Meet.
He will send the information to Hot Rod magazines, to the Restorer and take some flyers to the
Turlock Swap Meet. He will need $600.00 to cover the cost of printing the flyers. Richard proposed a
motion that we pay John $600 to cover the printing costs. Monica seconded the motion; all were in
favor and the motion approved. Richard will take the banner with him to the San Diego Swap Meet.
Website – The Club currently has two websites, PVMAFC and our old web site, PVMAC. Mike
would like to keep the old web site for another year as it is still listed in our roster. Mike needs $20 to
pay for the URL name. Richard proposed a motion that we pay Mike, Ron Buchanan seconded the
motion, all were in favor and the motion approved.
Sunshine Report - Bobbie Whipple – Bobbie was not present.
President – Tom Valdez Tom has been keeping up with our sponsors. We need to visit the
restaurants that are sponsoring us. Vicky’s would like to see us, also The Mug in Muscoy, and
Jenny’s would like Model A cars to visit before the Highland Citrus Parade. Tom will check to see if
the Highland Chamber of Commerce plans to charge us individually for our Model As and Ts if we
enter the Parade, or whether we can enter as a Historic Demonstration. We do not want trophies.
Tom thanked Ron for printing copies of our calendar for Board members.
Tom will phone Dee about TYHTB for January.
Tom will be the announcer at the Hubley Derby.
Unfinished Business / New Business – The Pomona Club Car Show is coming up. It will be free
for Model As, other cars will have to pay. The Orange Co. pancake breakfast will be held in April.
Tom suggested a hot dog day at Prospect Park instead of TYHTB later in the year.
We used 50 plates at the Christmas dinner, we paid for 55, but we were billed for 71. There
was the same number of people at the dinner as last year, the subsidized cost/lack of gifts did not
change the numbers. Edna will make the reservation for next year. We need to consult the General
Membership to see if they would prefer a different location for this year’s Christmas Party.
Nancy needs to give this year’s refreshment schedule to Edna so it can be printed in the
roster. Tom will call Judy about Tours. Sheri needs volunteers to audit the books. Ron Blackwell,
Richard Bronstrup and John Benson volunteered.
Adjourn - Meeting adjourned at 8.11 pm.
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1 Feb - Superbowl
24
3 Feb - Board Meeting 7pm
7 Feb - Lincoln Shrine Boy Scout Parade

28

Lineup: 9am, Starts: 10am Participants are to line up for parade positions at
the Redlands High School softball field area (Citrus Ave off University St.).
Afterwards we will have lunch at Sizzler.

10 Feb - General Meeting 7pm
14 Feb - Valentine’s Day
15 Feb - Take Your Honey to Brunch
10am The Eating Place 107 E Citrus Ave, Redlands

17 Feb - Tech Session - Water Pumps

7pm at Bronstrup house
20~22 Feb - BIG 3 Auto Parts Exchange
Fri 12~4pm, Sat 8~4pm, Sun 8~4pm. There is no charge to the general public to attend
this event, however, there is a $10 Qualcomm (old Jack Murphy) Stadium, San Diego
parking fee. Free with handicap placard. This is the biggest and best swap meet in
California. If you need parts for your ‘A’, this is the place to find them.
Bring our Swapmeet flyers and help pass them out.

1 Mar - CCRG Santa Maria Registration deadline
3 Mar - Board Meeting 7pm
7 Mar - Hubley Derby Day

9am~4pm Woman's Club 503 West 31st Street San Bernardino.
Let the races begin! Its time for the Annual Hubley Derby Day and the event will be a fun
time for all. View the flyer on our website Hubley tab. Hope to see you there.
Registration required for $5 lunch and / or $2 per car racing by 28 Feb.
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8 Mar - Daylight Saving Time Begins
10 Mar - General Meeting 7pm
14 Mar - Take Your Honey to Brunch

A

28 Mar - Highland Citrus Harvest Festival
4 Apr - Tech Seminar - Safety Day

11am The Mug 1588 West Highland Avenue, San Bernardino

9am Jeff Holmes Automotive 8087 Schaefer Ave. Ontario

I
L
S

7 Apr - Board Meeting 7pm
10~12 Apr - CCRG - Central California Regional Group Jamboree
14 Apr - General Meeting 7pm
18 Apr - Take Your Honey to Brunch
25 Apr - 100th annual National Orange Show Fair
26 Apr - Orange County Pancake Breakfast
8am at Hart Park, 701 S. Glassell St., Orange $6
Don't forget to bring return address labels to put on your drawing tickets.
Rely on the Website for the most current information

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.

1928
Chrysler advertised its 112-horsepower
Chrysler Imperial "80" as America's "most
powerful automobile." In response, Stutz
began advertising a 113-h.p. model.
Chrysler Motors introduced the Plymouth to
compete with Chevrolet and Ford in the lowend of the U.S. automobile market. The new
Plymouths featured a high-compression
engine and 4-wheel hydraulic brakes.
Jan 17 - 1st fully automatic photographic film
developing machine patented
Jan 31 - Scotch tape 1st marketed by 3-M
Company
Feb 8 - 1st transatlantic TV image received,
Hartsdale, New York
Feb 8 - Scottish inventor J. Blaird
demonstrates color-TV
May 15 - Mickey Mouse made his 1st
appearance
May 28 - Dodge Brothers Inc. and Chrysler
Corp. merged
May 29 - Fritz von Opel reaches 200 kph
(124 mph) in experimental rocket car
Jul 6 - 1st all-talking motion picture shown in
New York (Lights of New York)
Jul 30 - George Eastman shows 1st color
motion pictures
Sep 3 - Baseball Hall of Famer Ty Cobb got
his 4,191th and final career hit
Sep 15 - Alexander Fleming discovers
penicillin
Nov 6 - Herbert Hoover (R) beats Alfred E.
Smith (D) for president
Nov 6 - Jacob Schick patents 1st electric
razor
Nov 19 - 1st issue of Time magazine,
Japanese Emperor Hirohito on cover
Dec 13 - Clip-on tie designed
Dec 19 - 1st autogiro (predecessor of
helicopter) flight in US

Blast from the Past
From our October 1961 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault

Chicago or Bust Part 4 of 4
Bill & Roberta
Sunday morning with a tearful eye, we headed
for good old California and picked up John
Hendricks in Indiana. It was uneventful till we hit
Bliss and the overdrive froze up, and got about
10 miles to the gallon of gas after that.
We continued on our way and east of Flagstaff
we blew out a tire. With the help of Ricky and
John we got the spare on and went on to
Williams where we got a motel and then Bill went
to pay the bill he couldn't find his wallet. After
checking the car over for it we decided he must
have lost it back where we had the flat and the
only thing we knew it was 1 hour and 10 minutes
back. So it being dark we decided we would start
back in the morning to look for it. After a good
nights sleep, we started out the same speed,
checking the time and exactly 1 hour and 10
minutes later we were at the spot where we had
the flat, and sure enough there was Bill's wallet.
On our return to
Williams, we tour
the Grand Canyon
and by 2 p.m. we
were back on Route
66 heading home.
We didn't know
Cajon Pass could
look so beautiful at
2 in the morning.
Next time maybe
we can make it a
tour back there in
the ‘A’s okay.

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Little League Regional Headquarters
6707 North Little League Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749
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he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle. Currently it is held by Ron Blackwell.
Model A Ford Brakes
The Model A Ford was
originally designed with an
outstanding braking system,
given the driving conditions of
the day. This was the first low
cost vehicle to offer 4 wheel
brakes, along with a separate
parking brake system. The
braking system was very safe
and offered many thousands of
miles of reliable service.
Unfortunately 80 years of wear
takes its toll on braking
efficiency. Most Model A Fords
on the road today have never
truly undergone a thorough
restoration. Most have been
serviced and repainted over
the years. The brake system
components are hidden from
view under the car and were
rarely maintained properly. The
engine braking of a Model A is
such that under normal driving
conditions you may never
really have to push the brake
pedal hard to get stopped.
That is until there is an
emergency. Then you may find
out that the brakes are not
what you may expect.
To understand what is
happening when you apply the
brakes, you must imagine all
the mechanical things that are
taking place underneath the
car. Over 300 parts are called
to service when you push the
brake pedal. The brake rods
are being pulled by levers and
fulcrums. Shafts are turning
inside bushings. Rods are
being forced down into wedges

that are driving the brake
shoes apart. The force of the
brake shoes is creating friction
against the smooth steel
drums.
Take a few minutes and check
out the brake pedal, brake
rods, brake rod return springs
and Brake Cross Shaft. All
these areas can be checked
without any disassembly.
Brake Pedal: Grab the brake
pedal and move it side to side.
The pedal should have no side
to side movement, and should
glide smoothly in its down
stroke when you push the
pedal. The brake and clutch
pedal have brass bushings
inside, and a replaceable shaft
on the transmission housing.
Consider adding a grease
fitting on the bottoms of the
clutch and brake pedals for
yearly lubrication.
Brake Rods: Check your
brake rods for looseness at the
clevis ends, bent rods, wear or
damage, welded areas,
missing clevis pins and missing
cotter pins. Try to get as much
slop out of the clevises as
possible. Oversized clevis pins
are available. You will need a
11/32” reamer to open the
clevises to the correct size for
the oversized pins. Once the
clevis pins are fitted properly,
then use some grease on all
the clevis pins before you put
them back together. Don’t
forget the pedal to brake cross
shaft rod. Make sure to re-

install all cotter pins.
Brake Rod Return Springs:
These are also known as “AntiRattlers” They are available in
a couple of different
configurations depending on
the year of the car. Make sure
these springs are installed so
they are pulling the rods
towards the wheels. They are
intended to be return springs,
so they should be installed so
they return the brake rods
when you let off the brakes. If
these are installed correctly
you will rarely need any
additional “helper Springs”
installed on the brake pedal.
Brake Cross Shaft: Unless
you have a very early 1928
with the split brake system,
then you have an arch shaped
brake cross shaft under the
center of the car. Get under the
car on a creeper and grab the
brake cross shaft. There
should be no up and down
movement on the brake cross
shaft. It should rotate smoothly
in the bushings. If the brake
cross shaft is loose in the
bushings then you probably
need a rebuilt cross shaft. If
you are handy with a welder
and metal lathe you may be
able to rebuild your own Cross
Shaft. There are also Modern
grease fitting kits for the brake
cross shaft.
Once you have all of these
areas working smoothly with
no slop, you’ll be ready to
move on to the backing plates.
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Model A - pparel

It has become a constant expectation in
fashion that certain decades and trends repeat
themselves through the seasons on a regular
basis. This look at men’s fashion takes a look
at how they shaped fashion today, looking at
the styles of days gone by and how we can
translate them into our current wardrobes
without looking dated.
Look at men’s fashion in the late 1920’s, a
decade of decadence, prohibition and
glamorous speakeasy’s. Where the men knew
how to dress and present themselves in the
most dapper way possible. In the early 1920’s
men’s fashion could be described as being
conservative. It took a while for the men to
accept the new fashions, but by the second half
of the 1920’s they were eager to experiment
and try out new styles. Before WWI upper class
gentlemen were expected to change from one
suit to another depending on what time of day it
was. Later on, men took a far more relaxed
look at life by becoming more at ease with what
they wore. As the decade progressed, lighter
colours, fabrics and styles become the norm
rather than the exception.
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Men's suits in the 1930s were tailored to
create the illusion of a large torso, with wide,
padded shoulders and tapering sleeves.
Trouser pants were still
creased and
cuffed at the
b o t t o m .
However,
the
Great
Depression put
many men out of work, and
many families fell on hard times.
Not all men could afford the
fashionable suits. More
traditional, nondescript work clothes were
worn by the average man.
The great thing about the
majority
of these
pieces is that due to the
many modern ways of
reworking looks from
certain decades, is that you don’t have to wear
a head to toe 1920’s inspired look. Bring
elements of the era by selecting key pieces
that speak to you and work them into your
already stylish wardrobe. Do you like the 20’s?
What key pieces do you feel would work for
you?

Remember Your Dues
Please remember that with the New Year, club dues for both PVMAFC and MAFCA
have come due. If you have not already paid your club dues for 2015, see the
Treasurer so that you will not be removed from the membership roaster.
MAFCA amount: $40.00 per family
PVMAFC amount: $20.00 per family

Membership Roster
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Your water pump is a major
part of your cooling system.
When it starts leaking you
should not ignore it. A
simple tightening of the
packing nut may solve the
problem. Otherwise come
to my tech seminar on Feb
17 at 7 p.m. and learn how
to rebuild your water pump.
Richard Bronstrup
Tech Chairman

Bobbie has a new cell number 951-334-3954

How Did We Get Here?
Or, why do old Newsletters matter so
much? Preserving the Past
Back issues of the Newsletters are being
collected for there preservation and history.
Needed are issues from 1965 to 1990. Those of
you that have back issues and can contribute,
please share them with the editor.

Support Our Sponsors
Antoinette’s
Italian Bistro
7223 Church St., #A17
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 425-9600

Bob’s

Color Source

Radiator Shop

Auto Body Paint & Supplies

201 E Third St
San Bernardino, CA 92410
(909) 889-6173
(909) 885-3613

367 S Sierra Way
San Bernardino, CA 92408
(909) 888-5533

First-Air
Heating & Air Conditioning
909-545-2183
909-705-6590
10% off senior & military

Jenny's Family Restaurant

Barn: 28380 Highway 74, Menifee, CA 92585
Office 445 South D. Street, Perris, CA 92570
Email: info@mottemuseum.com
Museum: (951) 928-3210
Events: (951) 821-6210

7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 864-2480

Vicky's Burger
502 S Waterman Ave
San Bernardino, CA 92408
(909) 888 1171 / (909) 888 2399
Monday - Friday
6 AM to 6 PM
Saturday & Sunday
7 AM to 3 PM

BIG THREE
SWAP MEET
FEBRUARY 20-22
QUALCOMM
STADIUM
SAN DIEGO, CA

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

Spotlight on our Sponsor
First Air Heating & Air Conditioning
Owner and operator
Armando Berusco
31816 Ave E #105
Yucaipa, CA 92399
909-545-2183
Established in 2006, First Air Services provides affordable quality air conditioning services to
home owners and businesses in the Inland Empire and parts of Orange County. Our combination
of skills and services will make us your best choice. We can install any type of heating or cooling
system required in your home or commercial building. We install systems to be very affordable
and reliable and geared to your particular property.
Maximize your equipment life and eliminate costly equipment repair expenses by enrolling your
system in the First Air Service Plan. Our Service Plan helps you avoid prevent any major issues
with your furnace or air conditioner. We perform semi-annual maintenance. We call to remind you
when maintenance is due. However, in the event of equipment malfunction, we will come out free
of charge and perform necessary repairs, also without charging for parts and labor (some
restrictions apply).
ADVERTISERS SUPPORT OUR CLUB. When you PURCHASE FROM THEM, let them know you saw their ad in the Steering Column.
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