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B A N Q U E T

Hosted once again by the Mill Creek Cattle Company and organized by Sheri
Racobs, Edna Blackwell and committee, all did
such a beautiful job with a fantastic set-up and
table decorations. Cash prizes were awarded
to the winners of the lucky tickets.
The festivities began with an opening ceremony
by President Ron Blackwell introducing Edna as
“First Lady” and thanking her for all her support in making his three
year term a success. Ron continued by thanking the committee
members for their support with the special events, activities and club
outings that made his job “easy and interesting”. The cooperative efforts of all committee members
allowed us to enjoy these activities without any “hitches”. Thanking Richard and Cheri Bronstrup
for their contributions from “Tech Tips” to kitchen management. He also thanked the refreshment
committee for the wonderful job of providing all the “goodies”. Before conclusion, he introduced
Tom Valdez as incoming President for 2015. Tom addressed the
members and guests by thanking the membership for the opportunity to
serve as President of this great group of people that enjoy our hobby.
In conclusion of his comments, Tom presented Ron with a plaque
commemorating his three year term and thanking him for his service.
During the meal a photo collage was shown of the years activities and
saxophone entertainment was provided.
Officers and Board Members raised their hand and were sworn in with
this being Ron Blackwell's final term as President. Tom Valdez then took the reins.
C h r i s t m a s

P a r a d e s

It was the perfect day after rain the previous few days, for the San
Bernardino YMCA Christmas Parade. Participating club members
gathered this year at a different staging area, at the YMCA on 21st
Street. The school marching bands were tuning up, ready to get the
parade going, and all parade participants
were eager to get going, even with all the
confusion and the late start. Eight vehicles
participated in the procession with their cars
decorated for all spectators to see. One
club member having fuel difficulties dropped out, but made it home on his
own. After the morning festivities the members met at Sizzler for lunch and
after a little chit-chat everyone went home oh so happy.
We gathered again that same evening for the Redlands Christmas Parade and it was a successful
event, much to the delight of the spectators. Being placed near the end of the parade made for a
very long day, but the lights and decorations on the cars always bring much joy to all those who
were there. Afterwards members met at Nick’s Burgers for yet another food gathering.

Installation Banquet

Redlands Christmas Parade

TYHTB - Heroes Restaurant Brewery

Redlands Veteran's Day Parade

Flabob Airport Veterans Celebration

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message
Greeting Club Members
At the November Board Meeting nominations
were still open for Club President. Ron Blackwell
stated his three years as President was over,
although he enjoyed the post, he said it was about
time to turn it over to another member. No one
readily accepted so I volunteered to fill in. A little
hesitant at first, the other Board Members said
they would assist me in my new duties. My
thanks to Ron, Edna, and the rest of the Board
Members that have confidence in me to handle
this important job.
I am certain that with everyone’s aid and
assistance, and club members’ patience, we can
all contribute to continue the success’ of this club.
Since I was accepted as a member in Jan of 2013
I can truly say “Thank You” to all of my new
friends and fellow Model A enthusiasts. I have
truly experienced a wonderful year and a half of
camaraderie, special events, tours, and outings. I
can express my sincere thanks to all of you that
participated with your immaculate restored and
refurbished Model A’s. My hat is off to each and
every one of you that help make these special
events planned and executed. A special thank you
to Mike, our club computer “Guru” for all of his
technical support to the club, but most of all for
transporting me to all the club events. Plus “wake
up calls” when we had to be somewhere. Mike
always made sure I was ready. Gracias Amigo!
With the help of the Board Members
and Staff, I sincerely endeavor to
continue the success of our club and
club members to have fun and enjoy
all of our activities in the future.
Thank You

Tom Valdez
President

Birthdays
3 Dec - Bryan Glidewell
5 Dec - Irma Lowe
10 Dec - Cathy Alford
11 Dec - Glenna Stewart
1 Jan - Marilyn Bauer
4 Jan - Marsha Schneider
21 Jan - Bobbie Whipple
24 Jan - Karen Cornelius
26 Jan - Bob Fehler
26 Jan - Fernanda Kottke
26 Jan - Renee Richmond
30 Jan - Ira Achey
30 Jan - Judy Spurlin

Anniversaries

Officers
President - Tom Valdez
Vice President - Richard Bronstrup
Treasurer - Jeanene Buchanan
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves
Member-at-Large - Ron Buchanan
Member-at-Large - Rick Perez

Committee Directors
Historian - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup
Installation / Holiday Banquet - Edna Blackwell
MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan
MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan
Membership - Edna & Ron Blackwell
Parades - Ron Blackwell
Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski
Photographer - Ron Blackwell
Raffles - John Benson
Refreshments - Nancy Aceves
Sunshine - Bobbie Whipple
Swap Meet - John Benson
Tech - Richard Bronstrup
TYHTB - Dee & Rick Perez
Tour Coordinator - Judy Spurlin
Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski

3 Dec - Williams, Ray & Sherry
28 Dec - Buchanan, Ron & Jeanene
3 Jan - Stewart, Glenn & Glenna
22 Jan - Perez, Rick & Dee
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Call to Order - Ron Blackwell called the meeting to order at 7.00pm, followed by the Flag Salute.
President – Ron Blackwell acknowledged the November birthdays, there were no anniversaries.
Our Christmas Party will be on 14th December at the same location as last year, the Mill Creek Cattle
Company, with the same menu, starting at 1.00pm. There will be a voluntary gift exchange, men to
men, ladies to ladies, the price of the gifts should be $10-$15, max $20.
The San Bernardino and Redlands Christmas Parades will both be held on 6th December, the
San Bernardino Parade starting at 11.00am at 21st St. and Valencia and the Redlands Parade at
6.00pm, line up at 4.00pm, same place as last year.
Ron wished every one a Happy Thanksgiving, there will not be a General Meeting next month
as we are having our Christmas Party.
Ron handed out the Certificates for helping at the Swap Meet to members who were not
present at the October meeting.
Secretary – Monica Dirac – Monica was not present, Cathy Alford kindle stepped forward to record
the minutes that were approved as written in the Steering Column.
Treasurer’s Report – Sheri Racobs – All bills are paid. Club membership dues for next year are
$20 and are due from now till the end of Dec, and please sign up for the Christmas Party.
Tours – Tom Valdez – Members participating in the San Bernardino Christmas Parade can discuss
meeting for lunch after the Parade. Judy is organizing a trip to San Diego on 23rd – 24th January
next year to visit Old Town and Balboa Park museums. We will meet for dinner on Saturday evening
and drive home on Sunday. Cost of the hotel will be $100 per night and include the shuttle rides to
and from Old Town and Balboa Park.
Swap Meet Report – John Benson - John had nothing to report.
Tech – Richard Bronstrup – Tech Tip is in the Steering Column about installing engine gaskets.
Vice President – Richard Bronstrup – talked about speedometers and had a lot on display.
There are two types of speedometers. From 1928 – June 1930 they were oval and from July 1930
until the end of production they were round. Three companies manufactured them Stewart Warner,
Waltham and Northeast, the latter does not look like a Model A speedometer. To rebuild a
speedometer one needs to rewind the old one to zero before attaching the new decals. This took
Dave two hours. The new decals are self adhesive. One also needs to clean and reassemble all the
little parts, not an easy task, requiring a lot of patience. In short it is much easier to send ones old
speedometer out and have someone else do the work. If attempting the task oneself don’t forget to
disconnect the battery before removing the speedometer!
Richard recommended Model A Mechanics Handbook, volume I is better than volumes II and III.
President – Ron Blackwell - Ron acknowledged our members who are veterans today, Veterans Day
Dave Doty passed away last Sunday. The funeral will be held on 19th November at 11.30am at the
Acheson Graham Mortuary, 7944 Magnolia Ave, Riverside.
Election Results:
President – Tom Valdez
Vice President – Richard Bronstrop
Secretary – Monica Dirac
Treasurer – Jeanene Buchanan
Member-at-Large – Earl Aceves, Ron Buchanan, Rick Perez
Next year’s officers will be installed at the Christmas Banquet.
Sunshine – Bobbie Whipple - A condolence card was sent to the Doty family. Dave Cornelius, Dave
Northrup and Larry Whipple have all had cataract surgery recently.
Membership – Please check your information with Edna in next year’s roster.
Take Your Honey To Brunch - Rick and Dee Perez – Rick and Dee thanked the members for the
great turn-out to visit the Grand Arbor Estate. The next TYHTB will be on 16th November at Heroes
Restaurant on the corner of Mission Inn Ave and Lime St. in downtown Riverside at 10.30am. After
brunch members can walk around Riverside and check out the antique shops. Nothing is planned for
December.
Ron thanked for refreshments.
Two new members joined today, Phil and Shirley Messenger.
Adjourn Meeting adjourned at 8.12pm.
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6 Jan - Board Meeting 7pm
13 Jan - General Meeting 7pm
17 Jan - Hubley Tune-up Day
11am 3255 Valencia Ave San Bernardino, CA
It’s time to get your Hubley ready. On Tune-up Day you can see how well your car does
and what adjustments you can make. Pot Luck lunch
23~25 Jan - San Diego tour
9am Meet at La Sierra metrolink.
24~25 Jan - Turlock Swapmeet
Stanislaus County Fairgrounds Turlock, CA Sat, 7AM to 5PM and Sun, 7AM to 3PM.
Admission is $10 at the gate on Saturday and $5 on Sunday.

31 Jan - Take Your Honey to Brunch
10:30am Jenny's Diner 7750 Palm Ave, Highland

3 Feb - Board Meeting 7pm
7 Feb - Lincoln Shrine Boy Scout Parade
Lineup: 9am, Starts: 10am are to line up for parade positions at the Redlands
High School softball field area at 9am. (Citrus Ave off University St.)

D
E
T
A
I
L
S

10 Feb - General Meeting 7pm
14 Feb - Valentine’s Day
15 Feb - Take Your Honey to Brunch
10am The Eating Place 107 E Citrus Ave, Redlands
20~22 Feb - BIG 3 Auto Parts Exchange
Fri 12~4pm, Sat 8~4pm, Sun 8~4pm. There is no charge to the general public to attend
this event, however, there is a $10 stadium parking fee, free with handicap placard. This is
the biggest and best swap meet in California. If you need parts for your ‘A’, this is the
place to find them. Bring our Swapmeet flyers and help pass them out.

3 Mar - Board Meeting 7pm
7 Mar - 10am Hubley Derby Day

9am~4pm Woman's Club 503 West 31st Street San Bernardino
Let the races begin! Its time for the Annual Hubley Derby Day and the event will be a fun
time for all. View the flyer on our website Hubley tab and hope to see you there.
Registration required for $5 lunch and / or $2 per car racing by 28 Feb.

8 Mar - Daylight Saving Time Begins
10 Mar - General Meeting 7pm
15 Mar - Take Your Honey to Brunch
28 Mar - Highland Citrus Harvest Festival
Rely on the Website for the most current information

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.

1927
Between 1927 and 1930, Chevrolet purchased
and destroyed 650,000 used cars in an effort to
prop up the market for new vehicles.
Last year of production for the Ford Model T.
Sales dropped to 1/3 the 1926 level. Even at
prices around $200 Ford couldn't maintain
sales, and by this point consumers were buying
3- and 4-year old used cars rather than a T
because they perceived the used cars as better
value--with more features. By the time Ford
shut down production of the Model T, the
company had sold well over 15 million T's. In
fact, the actual number produced was
15,458,781.
There were more than 20 million cars on the
road in the U.S.
Closing down production of the Model T
meant 100,000 workers lost their jobs. Ford
closed when sales flagged, then began the
design and tooling change over that produced
the Model A.
As the Model T was withdrawn from
production, automobiles sales had made the
industry the leading American industrial sector
in value of product. Automobiles ranked 3rd on
the list for value of product exported. There was
one registered automobile for every 4.5
Americans, and 55% of American families
owned a car.
A bad year for car manufacturers, the number
of U.S. firms in the business dropped from 108
to 44 during the year. Effectively, the
phenomenal market growth of the past 20 years
had ended. The market had shifted to
replacement of used vehicles. The trade-in and
used car market had come to play an
increasingly important role in automobile sales.
The American market of first-time buyers of
new automobiles had reached saturation. For
the first time, sales of replacement vehicles
surpassed the combined total of sales to firsttime purchasers and purchasers of multiple
vehicles (fleets). Second-hand automobiles in
excellent condition sold for about the same
price as a Model T, and the much more stylish
Chevrolet (the bottom of the GM line) cost just
$200 more than a Model T. For the first time,
the annual sales of Chevrolet surpassed those
of the Ford competitor.

Blast from the Past
From our October 1961 newsletter
(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault

Chicago or Bust Part 3 of 4
Bill & Roberta
That evening after dinner the Illinois Region put
on a pagent featuring Les Henry’s talk on Model
‘A’s. Highlight the evening was the Colument
Chapter assembling a Model A in 14 1/2 minutes
and driving it off the field.
The next day what we dreaded happened, it
rained, and the little jewel got wet. We were
instructed to take cars for final judging in another
area with only the owners present. Since I was
going to be in the fashion contest Bill went with
my car with the rest of the beautiful ’A’s, leaving
me at Reed Hall for the fashion show. Each
person paraded out and their costume was
described (boy was I nervous). I was very
surprised when my name was announced for
first place. In the meantime Bill was on the
judging field and told me later it was a sight to
see 3 pairs of legs sticking out from underneath
the wet cars.
That evening before the banquet was the
cocktail party and after dinner we went to a
football field where they presented the awards.
The winning cars were displayed on the field, my
car being one of them as I was a fourth place
winner. Les Henry presented the trophies and
plaques, which I received. Fourth place received
a plaque, and I received a purse for my costume.
This ended the show, we said our adous and
left.
Friday morning we left Chicago and headed east
on the beautiful new turnpike, which took us
within 14 miles of our parents homes. There we
spent an enjoyable week and every one made
quite a fuss over the A.

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Little League Regional Headquarters
6707 North Little League Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749
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he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car during a
Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event. The
Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper
until awarded to another vehicle. Currently it is held by Ron Blackwell.
Speedometer
The initial speedometer was
de-signed by Stewart-Warner.
Similar to the other
instru-ments, it had a black
lithograph eggshell finish face
with a white pointer. In June
1928, it was changed to satin
to im-prove appearance. The
bezel holding the speedometer
was bright nickel. The
speedometer cup and
odometer figures were black
on a white background. The
numbers were gra-duated from
0 to 75 miles per hour.
In March 1928, a second
speedometer head was
re-leased, one designed by
Waltham. It was similar to the
Stewart-Warner except for the
name “Waltham” located half
way between the odometer
and the trip odometer. Its
pointer was in the shape of the
fleur-de-lis. The black
num-bers on white background
were graduated from 0 to 75
miles per hour.
In June 1929, a third design
was put in use, the Northeast.
It did not have a trip odometer.
The speedometer numbers
ranged from 0 to 80 and were
black on white. The odometer
numbers were also black
except the tenths numbers,
which were red.
The oval Stewart-Warner or
Waltham speedometer, was
used until June of 1930.
In June 1929, Ford added the
Northeast speedometer to its
production. The Northeast had

no trip setting odometer, so the
instrument panel used with
these units did not have the
hole for the trip setting lever.
Otherwise, the instrument
panel was the same.
In March 1930, a new panel
was designed. Its center was
scored at 1/16 inch intervals
and the top and bottom
em-bossed panels were
painted black. The unpainted
metal was either bright nickel
plate or butler finish. Because
of some mounting hole
changes, this new panel was
not put in production until June
1930. Previous information
indicating that this panel was
put in use in November 1930 is
in error.
With the new instrument panel
in June 1930, new round bezel
speedometers were released.
They were the Stewart-Warner
and the Northeast. Both had
black speedometer numbers
from 0 to 80 but the StewartWarner had a white pointer as
opposed to a red pointer on the
Northeast. The odometer
numbers on each were black
except the tenths numbers that
were red. The bezel on both
was bright nickel.
The new round face Waltham
was not used until August of
1930. Its finish was similar to
the other two except the name
“Waltham” in white was located
on the face just be-low the red
pointer.

Beginning in early or mid 1930,
and continuing throughout
Model A production, Stewart
Warner produced the round
units without a trip indicator.
W altham and Northeast
Appliance Corp also produced
round speedometers.
Date Markings
Stewart-Warner speedometer
heads are stamped with code
letters to designate the year
and month of manufacture.
This is very useful to the
service station in determining
the age of an instrument in
connection with claims for
warranty service. This code is
stamped into the main frame
diecasting at the back, where
the brass sleeve enters.
The letters of the alphabet are
used for the years, starting with
A for 1909, and the numbers 1
to 12 for the months of the year
as shown in the two tables
below:
U — designates year 1927
11 — designates November
V — designates year 1928
12 — designates December
W — designates year 1929
X — designates year 1930
Y — designates year 1931
Oiling Magnet Shaft
At the back of the instrument, a
brass oil hole cover will be
found which may be removed
with a screwdriver. Soak the
wick thoroughly with clock oil
and replace the cap so no oil
will leak out.
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The stock market crash of 1929 put an end to
the carefree decade of flapper fun, but not to
the gangsters or their molls. The Great
Depression - along with the continuing
Prohibition of liquor until 1934 - ushered in an
era of bootleggers, bank robbers, and gangland
crime. But it was a great time for the movies,
when "talkies" overtook silent films at the box
office, and big new movie stars like Bette Davis
and Judy Garland replaced actors who couldn't
make the transition to movies with sound.
World War II loomed on the horizon, and pilots
like Charles Lindbergh and Amelia Earhart
made headlines with their record-breaking
flights. Meanwhile, people fell in love with the
outlaws Bonnie and Clyde, whose romance and murderous crime spree - was splashed
across newspaper front pages across the
United States.
Barbershop quartets waned in popularity
after the 1910s but experienced a revival in the
1930s. Their brightly striped jackets, straw
boater hats, and close harmony singing made
them popular all over again!
"The Tramp" and "The Gamine" - Charlie
Chaplin was a big movie star in the silent films
of the 1920s and refused to make talkies when
they first started in the 30s.

Remember Your Dues
Please remember that with the New Year, club dues for both PVMAFC and MAFCA
have come due. If you have not already paid your club dues for 2015, see the
Treasurer so that you will not be removed from the membership roaster.
MAFCA amount: $40.00 per family
PVMAFC amount: $20.00 per family
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It is time to dust off your
Hubley Model A racer.
You can get it tuned up
on Jan 17th at my
house. The actual
Hubley Derby Race
will be on Mar 7th at
the San Bernardino
Woman’s Club.

T
I
P Richard Bronstrup
Tech Chairman

Membership Roster
Its your chance to update the roster before the
printing.

How Did We Get Here?
Or, why do old Newsletters matter so
much? Preserving the Past
Back issues of the Newsletters are being
collected for there preservation and history.
Needed are issues from 1965 to 1990. Those
that have back issues and can contribute,
please share them with the editor.

Support Our Sponsors
Bob’s
Radiator Shop
201 E Third St
San Bernardino, CA 92410
(909) 889-6173
(909) 885-3613

Color Source

Jenny's Family Restaurant

Auto Body Paint & Supplies

7750 Palm Ave Ste R
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 864-2480

367 S Sierra Way
San Bernardino, CA 92408
(909) 888-5533

Antoinette’s

Barn: 28380 Highway 74, Menifee, CA 92585
Office 445 South D. Street, Perris, CA 92570
Email: info@mottemuseum.com
Museum: (951) 928-3210
Events: (951) 821-6210

Italian Bistro
7223 Church St., #A17
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 425-9600

Siquio's
1395 E Washington St
Colton, CA 92324
(909) 825-8106
Americanized Mexican Food

Vickys Burger
502 S Waterman Ave
San Bernardino, CA 92408
(909) 888 1171 / (909) 888 2399
Monday - Friday
6 AM to 6 PM
Saturday & Sunday
7 AM to 3 PM

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

Spotlight on our Sponsor
Antoinette’s Italian Bistro
7223 Church St., #A17
Highland, CA 92346
(909) 425-9600
MAMA MIA!
Owner and operator Kristin Miller introduced her Mom, Dianne “Ma” as she is called by family
and friends. Dianne told how their family emigrated from Italy in the 1920’s and settled in
Colorado and then moved to Southern California. Dianne was raised in Glendale, CA and her
cooking skills were achieved by watching and learning from Kristin’s Nana. While growing up
Kristin helped Ma and Nana in the kitchen while standing on a chair at age 7. Kristin learned all
the secrets from both Ma and Nana. They both taught me the basics, ingredients, and cooking
procedures to put on a great Italian meal for family and special occasions.
At age 7 the family moved to Highland and Kristin attended local schools. After all she learned
from Ma and Nana, she and Dad, Rusty, had a serious talk about her dream to open a restaurant
to put her Italian cooking skills into a business to fulfill her dreams of being an owner and
operator of her own restaurant. Although Kristin has only been in business for a few weeks, her
clientele is building slowly but with good reviews and feed back from her customers. Many have
come back with family and friends to enjoy the excellent cuisine and Italian food favorites. Stop
by to greet our new sponsor and help her succeed in her new venture.
Buon Appetito!
ADVERTISERS SUPPORT OUR CLUB. When you PURCHASE FROM THEM, let them know you saw their ad in the Steering Column.
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