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We were joined by both the Orange Blossom ‘A’ of Riverside and 
the Jewel City of Glendale clubs for the tour of the processing 
plant on a pleasant but overcast 
day.  As there were forty of us we 
had two groups and our guide, 
Betty, led us on an informative 
tour of the olive canning facility. 
She pointed out equipment used 
to process the olive crop and 

noted that the olives are picked by hand starting from the top of 
the trees, because they ripen first in the sun. Pickers are careful 
not to tightly grip the rip olives and only hold three in each hand before depositing the crop in a felt 
lined pail so as not to bruise the olives. If bruised or crushed another process is used to de-pit 
them and they are diced to be used for salads and other prepared dishes. 

We were shown the sorting and grading process and how they are put in vats to wash, clean and 
soak in a special mixture of brine for several hours to leach, as raw olives are very bitter. The 
olives are then put in a boiler to cook and then on to the canning process. Two size cans are used 
as well as glass jars depending on the order from the distributor. 

C.C. Graber immigrated from Germany in 1894 and purchased 
five acres with the intention of growing oranges. His wife 
convinced him to grow olives and process them just as he did in 
the ‘old country’. 

After the tour the three clubs had lunch in an outdoor setting at 
Molly’s, having a great time with our new fellow Model A friends. 

G r a n d  A r b o r  E s t a t e  

The day began with club members having brunch at Cal Baptist and then a short trip to the Grand 
Arbor Estate garden. The brunch provided the extra energy to get us going with a great assortment 
to satisfy our needs. 

The five acre Grand Arbor garden was created by owners Frank and Lucy 
in 1996 and features an assortment of trees, citrus and pit fruits, and cacti 
with the garden being divided into the ‘seasons’. The Estate home was 
built in 1914 and during WWII housed airmen from the nearby March AFB. 

A side trip through the yard was the pool area with a bath house for the 
guests and the BBQ pit area. 

At the conclusion of the tour Rick presented the owners a lamp crafted in 
his famous Model A trophy art of piston and connecting rods. The owners 
cherished there gift in appreciation for the tour and visit. Its things like this 
that make the weekend’s fun.   



The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization,  Model A 
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles 
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community 
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA. 

 

Graber Olive House  

Tech - Jacks 

Grand Arbor Estate 

Halloween Costume 

Spirit Walk 

http://www.mafca.com/
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President’s Message 
 

 

Hello Club Members 
 
Time is flying, Thanksgiving is coming up, 
Christmas, parades, and parties. Lets all get 
those Model A's out and have fun. 
 
We have just lost a long time club member, 
Dave Doty. He passed away on Sunday 
11/9/2014. He will be missed by everyone. 
 
I was getting ready for the Veteran's Day 
Parade and I had to step back and look at 
my "A". There are a lot more dings and 
cracks and just general wear. There are 
something's that need to be done to it but it 
still looks pretty good for being 83 years old. 
It is like driving history when we take it on 
the road.  
 
Don't forget to vote, pay dues, and join us at 
the Installation Banquet. 
 
 

Ron Blackwell 
President 

 Paradise Valley Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America 
Copyright — All rights reserved 

Joyce and Dave Doty 

Joyce and Dave Doty 



 

P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  
M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  

M i n u t e s  o f  1 4  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 4  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.  Glenn Stewart, looking terribly presidential as 
Abraham Lincoln, led the members in the flag salute.  President, Ron Blackwell, welcomed 
everyone attending and introduced two guests to the group.  The son of one of the members, John 
Deane was introduced, as was Phil Messenger, the proud owner of a 1929 Model A Ford, who 
desires to join PVMAFC.  The president, dressed as a railroad engineer, then acknowledged 
birthdays and anniversaries for the month of October.   

As this was our meeting to celebrate Halloween, members displayed their costumes.  Bernadette 
Buttons was adorable as a scarecrow.  Cal and Helen Knauer came as doctor and rather risqué 
patient and got a lot of laughs.  Earl and Nancy Aceves came late for judging but were decked out 
in spectacular attire.  Earl makes a mighty fine pirate! 

Treasurer, Sherri Racobs, informed us of the current financial status of the club.  The PVMAFC 
Swap Meet was successful although we garnered slightly less overall profit than last year.  She 
emphasized that she will need to know the count for Installation Banquet attendance by the 
November general meeting.   

Tom Valdez, our tour director, gave a run-down of upcoming tours.  (See schedule of upcoming 
events in The Steering Column.) 

John Benson, our swap meet coordinator, spoke and thanked everyone for their participation in 
making the swap meet successful.  It was noted that there were some issues with the swap meet 
that had to be addressed.  His main concern was with two “curb jumpers” who entered the property 
before it was kosher.   He and Ron Blackwell had a special award to Mike Racobs who is said to 
have made his first-ever pancake.  His skill at flipping pancakes was noted and approved.  
Certificates of appreciation were distributed to all those members who unselfishly gave their time 
and energy to the success of the swap meet.  Cheri Bronstrup, who coordinated the kitchen, 
thanked those who cleaned up the grills, brought food for the chicken dinner, and helped on 
Sunday. 

Vice-president, Richard Bronstrup, demonstrated vintage tools (jacks, jack handles, tires irons, and 
lug wrenches) used during the Model A Ford period when changing tires.  There were five 
companies that made jack for Model A Fords.  He admonished us however to use modern jack 
technology if and when we need to change a tire today rather than messing with these vintage 
jacks as modern jacks are safer and more reliable then antique tools.  He also cautioned us to be 
cautious when using the cross lug wrench to avoid scratching rims or wheel spokes. 

Bobbie Whipple reported that all members appear to be in good health and it was therefore 
unnecessary to send out any condolence cards.   

It was noted that this year’s YMCA Christmas parade will begin at Perris Hill Park YMCA and 
continue east on Highland Ave.  This new venue is an attempt to potentially increase the number of 
spectators for the parade.  Information regarding the Veteran’s Day parade in Redlands is still 
pending.   

There was no opportunity drawing as someone forgot to bring the tickets to sell.  Tom and Judy 
Spurlin won the drawing for active membership.  Dave and Karen Cornelius took home the prize for 
driving their Model A Ford to the meeting.   

Delicious refreshments were provided by the Racobs family and thoroughly enjoyed by the 
membership. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:22 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Cathy Alford, substituting for Secretary, Monica Dirac. 



The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in 
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is 
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for 
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the 
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The 
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions 
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us. 
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the 
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source. 
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 4 Nov - Board Meeting 7pm 

 8 Nov - Flabob Airport Veterans Day Celebration Air & Car Show 
Arrive: 8am Start: 9am 4130 Mennes Ave., Jurupa Valley 

11 Nov - Veteran's Day 
Veterans Day honors ALL American veterans, both living and 
deceased. In fact, Veterans Day is largely intended to thank 
LIVING veterans for dedicated and loyal service to their country. November 11 of each 
year is the day that we ensure veterans know that we deeply appreciate the sacrifices 
they have made in their lives to keep our country free.  

11 Nov - Redlands Veteran's Day Parade 
Lineup: 8am Starts: 9am (RHS) Citrus Avenue to Eureka Street to State Street to Texas 
Street to Redlands Boulevard to New York Street (Jennie Davis Park) Club fee: $20 

11 Jan - General Meeting  7pm 
16 Nov - Take Your Honey to Brunch at Heroes Restaurant & Brewery 
10:30am 3397 Mission Inn Ave (Lime St), Riverside 

 

 2 Dec - Board Meeting 7pm 
 6 Dec - 10am San Bernardino Christmas Parade 
Lineup: 10:00am Start: 11:00am, 21st Street & Valencia Ave, San Bernardino 

 6 Dec - 12pm Between Parade Luncheon 

 6 Dec - 4pm Redlands Christmas Parade 
Enter going South on Center St. to State St. East on State St. to Eureka St. Lineup on 
State St. and Eureka St. 
Don't forget your decorations and lights. Club fee: $20.00 Kiwanis Club  

 9 Dec - General Meeting  NO meeting on this day. 
14 Dec - 1:00pm Board Members Installation Banquet & Holiday Party 
Mill Creek Cattle Company 
1874 Mentone Blvd 
Mentone, CA 92359 
 

 

 1 Jan - New Years Day Tour 
 6 Jan - Board Meeting 7pm 
13 Jan - General Meeting  7pm 

13 Jan - Hubley Tune-up Day 
It’s time to get your Hubley ready. On Tune-up Day you can see how well your car does 
and what adjustments you can make.  Pot Luck lunch  

11am 3255 Valencia Ave San Bernardino, CA 92404 

18 Jan - Take Your Honey to Brunch (Tentative) 
24/25 Jan - Turlock Swapmeet    



Blast from the PastBlast from the Past  
From our October 1961 newsletter 

(sic erat scriptum, "thus was it written") So spelling is not this Editors fault 

   Chicago or Bust Part 2 

Bill & Roberta 

After about losing the car we decided to 
leave the trailer open so we could check 
the A at every stop. From then on every 
stop it got a lot of attention, bringing back 
many memories to some people. 
We reach Lake Farest at 7:00 the next 
night (Sunday) and checked in at a motel 
and started looking for some of our 
friends from San Diego. After finding them 
we gathered at the motel and had a lot of 
fun telling each other of our events that 
happened in our travels. We had a ball, 
and also celebrated a birthday. 
The next day we spent at Lake Michigan 
swimming and picnicing. In the evening 
we took the A out of the trailer. I drove it 
out clearind the fenders, and then 
proceeded to clean it up. Once again it 
sparkled like a diamond and was ready 
for the meet and we retired for the night. 
Tuesday, we went to the academy for 
registration and swap meet. Brought a 
few things, but no ’29 Pheaton top bows, 
but made a lot of new friends. The 
academy grounds was very beautiful, 
nesteled among the trees, lawns and 
Lakes, covering many acers. That night 
we stayed at the College, in Dormatories 
where we had reservations in advance. 
Wed was preliminary judging, dividing all 
cars into 3 divisions. The first division 
going into finals the next day. After 
cleaning the car again, we took a 6 hour 
tour of Chicago, taking in the scenery 
along the beach and museum of Arts and 
Science. Returning back to the academy I 
found I was to be in the first division.  

The automobile industry entered the 
mainstream in the 1920s. Finally, the average 
family could consider owning a car. 
Manufacturers had found ways to make cars 
more efficiently, and safer to drive. 

Roads designed for horses were being 
replaced with roads for cars. Engines were 
more powerful than ever before, and some 
interiors were almost as comfortable as home 
furniture. Tunnels were being built, gas service 
stations were popping up left and right. 

Owning a car completely changed people’s 
lives. Suddenly families could travel to the city 
on the weekend. A new, mobile society greatly 
helped the already bustling economy. 

Ford was by far the most popular automaker 
in the United States, but there were a wide 
range of other, smaller car shops making 
legendary vehicles in the 1920s. Anyone who 

has even seen 
the movie “The 
Great Gatsby” 
has seen some 
of the most 
luxurious rides 
from the decade 
on decadent 
display. 
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Engine gaskets are 
easy to purchase. Use a 
good quality brand for 
the best fit. Clean off all 
of the old gasket before 
installing the new one. 
Use Permatex to seal 
the cork gasket to the 
block during assembly. 

 

Richard Bronstrup 
Tech Chairman 

Sunshine Report 
Dave Cornelius, Dave Northrop and Larry 
Whipple recently had cataract surgery. They 
are all on the mend and doing well. 

The membership of the Paradise Valley Model 
A Ford Club wish to extend our sincere 
sympathy and condolences to each of the 
family’s for the recent loss of Dave Doty, Norm 
Bauer, and Gordon Anderson. 

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month  
(except August and December which are at a different place and time) 

Little League Regional Headquarters 
6707 North Little League Drive 

San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749 



There are so many things we 
never think about, taking it for 
granted, for instance, that 
when it's rainy or snowy our 
windshield wipers will keep the 
windshield sufficiently clean for 
us to keep motoring. But 
windshield wipers weren't 
always a given. Early vehicles 
didn't have them. After all, if a 
horse-drawn carriage didn't 
need them, why did a 
horseless one? Well, because 
a driver needed some 
protection from those gal-
darned gnats, for one, and 
because a driver who got up 
some speed needed a 
windbreak, and because new-
fangled drivers really did need 
to see where they were 
pointing their cars. Besides, if a 
horse  came upon an 
immovable object, it'd usually 
stop contrary to the drivers 
wishes. Cars didn't provide this 
second opinion. Early drivers 
were pretty resourceful when it 
came to keeping their cars 
running. In lieu of the yet-to-be-
invented windshield wiper, they 
are said to have used plug 
tobacco, a piece of potato, 
carrot or onion, or most 
anything else they could 
remember to bring along to 
keep their small piece of 
vertical glass wiped down 
during inclement weather. 
They must have tried rags or 
s p o n g e s ,  t o o ,  b e f o r e 
squeegees (available for less 
than a dollar) became the tool 
of choice.  

The first known inventor of an 

 T 
he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car  during a 

Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the event.  The 

Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed on the cars bumper 

until awarded to another vehicle.  Currently it is held by Ron Blackwell. 

actual windshield wiper was 
Irish-born inventor J. H. 
Apjohn, who, in 1903, 
developed a UK-patented 
method of moving two brushes 
top to bottom to clear the 
windshield. As so often 
happens, however, another 
inventor was working on a 
solution about the same time 
and is credited with the first 
American wipers and the first 
operational windshield wiper. 
Mary Anderson hailed from 
Alabama. On a visit to New 
York City in 1902 she watched 
a trolley car driver struggle to 
keep his windshield clear 
during a sleet storm. The driver 
could leave the glass down 
and get cold and drenched or 
stop the car to clear the glass. 
Either way riders weren't happy 
with the results. So Mary came 
up with a swinging arm fitted 
with a rubber blade that the 
driver could operate via inside 
lever. A spindle passed 
through a hole in the frame of 
the windshield, connecting the 
external rubber wiping blade 
and the interior handle. A 
counterweight and spring held 
the external blade to the glass. 

Mary Anderson, filed the first 
patent for a car window 
cleaning device in November 
1903. Anderson was granted 
her first patent for an automatic 
car window cleaning device 
controlled inside the car, called 
the windshield wiper.  

It was a crude contraption, 

operated via a lever within the 
car. The driver had to manually 
crank the thing while driving, a 
concept that caused many 
skeptics to deem dangerous 
and distracting. Still, it was 
preferable to opening the car's 
door and driving with one's 
head out, something Anderson 
witnessed herself .  The 
windshield wiper was born. 

In 1905 she tried to sell the 
rights through a noted 
Canadian firm, but they 
rejected her application, saying 
"we do not consider it to be of 
such commercial value as 
would warrant our undertaking 
its sale." After the patent 
expired in 1920 and the 
automobile manufacturing 
business grew exponentially, 
windshield wipers using 
Anderson's basic design 
became standard equipment. 
In 1922, Cadillac became the 
first car manufacturer to adopt 
them as standard equipment. 

Anderson's invention of the 
windshield wiper is mentioned 
in Season 7, Episode 19: "Girls 
Just Want to Have Sums," of 
the cartoon The Simpsons, 
during a debate between 
Marge Simpson and her 
husband and son, Homer and 
Bart, about gender equality: 

        Marge: "Well, a woman 
also invented the windshield 
wiper!" 

        Homer: "Which goes great 
with another male invention, 
the car!" [high-fives Bart] 



1931
1931  1928

1928  
Model A Model A --  pparelpparel  

 

 

 
 
 

 

Apricot Kid Leather Cut-Out Shoe Price: $4.69                                

Since light shades of leather are so much in favor 

for spring wear, we have made this two-eyelet Tie 

model in the new apricot color kid leather. With 

its one and three quarter inch wood military heel, 

covered with apricot kid leather, and its new French last, it is a well 

fitting model. The graceful cut-outs at the side make it look nice 

Board Members Installation Banquet & Holiday Party                 
at 

Mill Creek Cattle Company  
1874 Mentone Blvd. 
Mentone, CA  92359 

No host bar from: 1:00 pm to 2:00pm 
Buffet Dinner at 2:00pm 

Wear your fine "Holiday" attire  
Payment for the Banquet and dues may be combined on one check. 

Banquet amount per person:  $15.00  
(Per couple $30.00 (buffet) + $20.00 (dues) = $50.00 

(Per individual $15.00 (buffet) + $20.00 dues (if applicable) = $ 35.00 
Make check payable to Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------——————————————————————— 
 

Name:______________________________ will be attending the Board Members Installation Banquet & Holiday Party                 

Please send payment with this section no later than December 1, 2014 to: 

Sheri Racobs 
7969 Modesto Drive 
Riverside, CA 92503 

Dinner dress    

(Italian) 

Ensemble       

Evening House of 

Balenciaga (French) 

The Metropolitan 

Museum of Art     

Evening ensemble by 

Cristobal Balenciaga 

One-Strap Shoe Price: $4.95 

This is one of our loveliest 

designs in fine shoes! You 

cannot but appreciate the 

beauty and expert finish of this 

one-strap patent leather 

model. Made in the new 

French last. Has a patent 

covered 2-inch wood heel with 

Goodyear Wingfoot top lift. 

Every detail shows careful 

workmanship and the highest 

quality.  



Support Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors  

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby or club. The 
current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our website, and includes a link 
to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If 
renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley 
Model A Ford Club please visit the ‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAFC.org and see the section on sponsorship. 

Bob’s 
Radiator Shop 

201 E Third St 
 San Bernardino, CA 92410 

(909) 889-6173 
(909) 885-3613 

 

 Barn: 28380 Highway 74, Menifee, CA 92585  

Office 445 South D. Street, Perris, CA 92570  

Email: info@mottemuseum.com  

Museum: (951) 928-3210 

Events: (951) 821-6210 

 

Jenny's Family Restaurant 

7750 Palm Ave Ste R 

Highland, CA 92346  

(909) 864-2480  

Siquio's 

1395 E Washington St 
 Colton, CA 92324 

(909) 825-8106 
Americanized Mexican Food 

 Vickys Burger 

502 S Waterman Ave 

San Bernardino, CA 92408 

(909) 888 1171 / (909) 888 2399 

Monday - Friday 

6 AM to 6 PM 

Saturday & Sunday 

7 AM to 3 PM 

Color Source 
Auto Body Paint & Supplies 

 
367 S Sierra Way 

San Bernardino, CA 92408 

(909) 888-5533 

pvmac.org
http://www.rustrods.com/
http://www.quielsigns.com/
http://www.themugpastaandpizzasanbernadino.com/
http://mottemuseum.com/


P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y  M o d e l  A  F o r d  C l u b  
P . O .  B o x  1 1 2 0  
R i a l t o ,  C A  9 2 3 7 7 - 1 1 2 0  
p v m a f c @ g m a i l . c o m  

 

Spotlight on our Sponsor 

Precision Sand Blasting and Powder Coating 

1680 Camino Real ‘B’ 

San Bernardino, CA 92408 

(909) 423-0880 
 
Due to their busy work schedule it was inconvenient to get an interview with the owner’s and 
operators of Precision Sand Blasting and Powder Coating. Cory and Chris were overwhelmed 
with items to apply the great finish to. From automotive parts both large and small to outdoor 
furniture and other items needing a powder coated finish. 
 
The process starts with sand blasting the item very carefully for proper preparation and 
cleanliness. Then they apply the color at the gloss finish you desire and ‘bake’ the items in a 
large oven. The coating can be all degrees of finish from high gloss to flat, like ornamental iron.  
 
If you have any parts that need this metal finish, take a visit to Precision Sand Blasting and 
Powder Coating for a great finished look on your part.  
 
 
 

ADVERTISERS SUPPORT OUR CLUB. When you PURCHASE FROM THEM, let them know you saw their ad in the Steering Column. 


