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e met at Martha Green’s Eating Room in Redlands for brunch on a nice
Sunday morning. Parking was limited on the street but directly across
was the City Public Parking lot. Even though
reservations was made for 15, they made
accommodations for 30 of us that showed up. We
were just a small part of the total patronage that was
there on that day. Needless to say, I was surprised to
see how fast we were served. The Brunch was a great success due to
the many members that came out to enjoy a delicious brunch.
Cooking guru, entrepreneur and auctioneer extraordinaire, Martha
Green has been shaking it up in the Inland Empire for over 30 years -raising more than $2 million for a variety of local charities.
Martha is owner of Dough'Lectibles and The Eating Room – a bakery and adjacent restaurant in
Downtown Redlands. She is the author Martha Green's Cooking Things.
Following brunch we traveled just a short
distance down the road and toured the
Historical Glass Museum in Redlands. The
Museum Foundation was created in 1976 and
opened after nine years of hard work and
fundraising in 1985. With a donation of $3,
which will help support the Museum, we were
able to view several types and colors of glass
from many different era’s. In addition to all the
donated glass on display there was also items that you could purchase. The
museum’s collection, run by volunteers, has grown to be the largest collection
of American made glassware west of the Mississippi River on public view.
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A special thanks to Richard for an excellent “show and tell” presentation about steering column
repair, servicing and restoration. Members that were present got a view of all the intricacies,
adjustments, disassembly, reassembly and other tricks of the trade to restore the steering
columns. The video gave all the information you need to do the job.
There are three different lengths and seven different versions of the
steering column. Two for the 7-tooth and five for the 2-tooth.
‘28-‘29 was 7-tooth and ‘30-‘31 was 2-tooth. The steering shaft for
the two-tooth steering was made considerably smaller in diameter
than was used on the ‘28-29 7-tooth steering. That's why they went
from a splined shaft to a tapered and keyed shaft.
Think I’ll start collecting aluminum cans now, to raise the cash for a
restored steering column. $300 is a fair price and eliminates all the
boo-boo’s and trouble one can get into on such an important
component. In my humble opinion, “don’t mess with it!” Leave it to
the pros. Remember, it’s an important safety item.

Steering Column Tech Session

Birthdays
1 - Hubert Poole
10 - Blanche Weeks
14 - Nancy Nelson
18 - Rick Ballard
19 - Al Bennett
23 - Lori Perez
24 - Edna Blackwell
27 - Deena Lowe-Davidson
31 - Dave Northrop

Anniversaries

2 - Porch, Allan & Karolina

Rudy Perez gave a
presentation at the
Feb meeting on KR
Wilson tools. K.R.
Wilson repaired Ford
Model T’s and Model
A’s in an old barn in
Buffalo New York. He
became famous for
the inexpensive and easy to use tools he designed
and marketed from the early 1900s until the late
1940s. Following his death in 1948 his brother and
sister continued the business but started to sell more
hydraulic equipment than automotive tools. KRW tools
have now become collectors items, some of them are
worth thousands of dollars. Rudy brought some of his
Model A tools to show us. They had originally been
painted red.

Sunshine Report
Tom Valdez will be having eye surgery on 17 Mar.
Karolina Porch had cataract surgery and is doing well.
Richard Bronstup had finger surgery,
have him show it to you.

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national organization, Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to perpetuating the memories of early automobiles
by encouraging their history, collection and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community
through active participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

President’s Message

Officers

We all like to eat (da) and this past month
we combined a great TYHTB with a nice
tour. The local restaurant was THE EATING
ROOM in Redlands. The place was
packed but workers were very efficient in
getting us in, and getting our food. The
Glass House Museum was also in Redlands.
I must have driven by it a thousand times
and never visited it. Check out the pictures
on our web site.
The biggest tour of the year is coming up
this month. The Laughlin tour. The
Laughlin safety and tune-up day was
changed to the 22nd of March. We will be
leaving the McDonald's in the pass at
9:00am on the 27th. There are a lot of things
to do and see. If you do not have an 'A' to
drive, drive your Modern and join the fun.
The first day of Spring is on the 20th. It
feels like Spring started a month ago. Oh
well.
Let’s enjoy our Cars.

RonBlackwell
President

President - Ron Blackwell
Vice President - Richard Bronstrup
Treasurer - Sheri Racobs
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves
Member-at-Large - Ron Buchanan
Member-at-Large - Larry Whipple

Committee Directors
Historian - Edna Blackwell
Hubley Derby - Richard Bronstrup
Installation / Holiday Dinner - Edna Blackwell
MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan
MAFCA Reporter - Jeanene Buchanan
Membership - Edna Blackwell
Parades - Ron Blackwell
Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski
Photographer - Ron Blackwell
Raffles - John Benson
Refreshments - Betty & Al Spawton
Sunshine - Bobbie Whipple
Swap Meet - John Benson
Tech - Richard Bronstrup
TYHTB - Dee & Rick Perez

A beautiful day
after a great
brunch at The
Eating Room.

Tour Coordinator - Tom Valdez
Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski
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President Ron Blackwell called the meeting to order at 7.00pm, followed by the Flag Salute.
There were no new members or guests.
President - Ron Blackwell acknowledged the February birthdays and anniversaries. There was an error
in the list of anniversaries, Bryan and Carol’s was on the 9th December, not 4th of February.
The Highland Citrus Harvest Festival Parade is coming up on 29th March.
27th April Orange County pancake breakfast.
Swap Meet Report – John Benson; This year’s Flyers are ready for members to pick up and hand out.
John has already mailed out the first batch.
Secretary – Monica Dirac; Minutes from the previous meeting were read and approved as printed in the
Steering Column with the correction that it was Mel Gross not Brooks who had sadly passed away.
Treasurer’s Report – Sheri Racobs gave the financial report. The club paid out around $1,400 in bills
last month.
Tours – Tom Valdez; Tom was on vacation with his family in Hawaii.
A suggestion to spend an evening bowling was received with a decided lack of enthusiasm. Lori
Perez recommended Bob Ward’s Tour in Utah, a possible Club event for next Fall.
The Annual Meet in Laughlin Tour will be 27-30th March.
22nd March - Norton Air Force Base will be celebrating their anniversary.
Tech – Richard Bronstrup
25th February at Richard’s house on steering.
8th March Safety day/tune up for Laughlin at Holmes garage in Ontario.
Vice President – Richard Bronstrop was out of town. Rudy Perez gave a presentation on KR Wilson
tools. K. R. Wilson repaired Ford Model T’s and Model A’s in an old barn in Buffalo New York. He
became famous for the inexpensive and easy to use tools he designed and marketed from the early
1900s until the late 1940s. Following his death in 1948 his brother and sister continued the business but
started to sell more hydraulic equipment than automotive tools. KRW tools have now become collectors
items, some of them are worth thousands of dollars. Rudy brought some of his Model A tools to show us.
They had originally been painted red.
Rudy also mentioned a new book “Faces of Henry Ford” by Robert C. Kreipke.
Sunshine – Bobbie Whipple No cards were sent out, not even to Larry who had a nasty cold.
Take Your Honey To Brunch – Rick and Dee Perez.
16th Feb Eating Room in Redlands at 10.30am, followed by a visit to the Glass Museum. The
Museum opens at 12.00 noon, it has a good collection of bud vases for antique cars, fee $3.00/person.
15th March Meet at the train station in San Bernardino at 8.00am, then drive to brunch at Denny’s
in Upland arriving ~9.15-9.30am, the drive should take about 1 hour 10 minutes. Be at the Rancho Santa
Anna Botanic Gardens at 11.00am for the tram ride to see the 200 acre grounds. Cost of tram ride is
$9.00 if paid ahead of time, cost to enter the grounds without the ride is $6.00.
Membership – Edna Blackwell; Edna has the new rosters, the first one is free, additional copies can be
purchased.
Ron has a few free MAFCA memberships for new members.
Ron thanked for the refreshments, and wished everyone a Happy Valentines day!
Adjourn - Meeting was adjourned at 8.15pm.
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4 Mar - Board Meeting @ 7pm
11 Mar - General Meeting @ 7pm
15 Mar - TYHTB / Rancho Santa Ana Botanical Garden

Leaving SB Santa Fe Train Depot at 8am for Denny’s 825 W Foothill Blvd, Upland
$9 for Botanical Garden entrance and tram ride. 1500 N College Ave Claremont

22 Mar - Tech Session / Safety Day

8am at Jeff Holmes 8087 Schaefer Ave. Ontario
Bring your tune-up supplies and your chairs. Lunch afterwards; Flo’s at Chino Airport

22 Mar - Norton Museum Anniversary Celebration
11am - 2pm Meet at museum for the celebration. Live music.
Cars are needed.

27~30 Mar - Annual Meet at Laughlin Tour
29 Mar - Highland Citrus Harvest Festival

Lineup: 8:30am, starts: 9:00am Meet at Kay's Cafe 27245 Baseline Rd Highland
at 7:30 for breakfast and then we will travel to Main St. and Center St.
Each participant must have own entry form.

1 Apr - Board Meeting @ 7pm
4~6 Apr - CCRG - Southern California Regional Group Jamboree
in Paso Robles Host: Paso Robles A’s Model A Ford Club

8 Apr - General Meeting @ 7pm
12~13 Apr - San Bernardino Railroad Days
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Santa Fe Depot 1170 W 3rd Street, San Bernardino.
Starts: 10am We are needed for both days, but individual
days can be arranged for those who can’t be available for
the entire weekend.

26 Apr - Motte Historical Museum Car Show

28380 Highway 74, Menifee
SB group leaving 8am from Redlands & Waterman McDonalds.
Riverside group leaves 8am

27 Apr - OCMAFC Pancake Breakfast
8am at Hart Park, in the city of Orange

3 May - Tech Session / Hubley Tune-up

10am at the Bronstrup house. See the roster for address. Bring your Hubley and show up
with a dish for the pot luck and a good time.

6 May - Board Meeting @ 7pm
11 May - Mother’s Day
13 May - General Meeting @ 7pm
17 May - Riverside Vintage Home Tour
18 May - TYHTB Cal Baptist Univ, 8432 Magnolia Ave, Riverside @ 11am
23~26 May - NCRG - Northern California Regional Group Round-up
in Milpitas, CA Hosts: Santa Clara Valley Chapter

26 May - Memorial Day
Rely on the Website for the most current information

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford hobbyists in
the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA), is
a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium in the exchange of ideas, information and parts for
enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, and to aid members and other enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the
car in its original likeness. The Steering Column is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The
organization disclaims any liability for the technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions
of the authors and not those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us.
Ownership of a Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.

AAA established 1902
Almost immediately after the first horseless
carriages appeared on America’s roads,
motorists began organizing automobile clubs.
In 1902, only 23,000 cars were in operation in
this country compared with 17 million horses.
Yet, 50 small motor clubs had been formed by
motoring enthusiasts across the country. Nine
of those clubs, with a total of 1,500 members
banded together to create a national motoring
organization on March 4, 1902 in Chicago, the
Triple-A in response to a lack of roads and
highways suitable for automobiles.
In 1904, the AAA merged with the American
Motor League, the first American automobile
organization. The first AAA road maps were
published in 1905; AAA began printing hotel
guides in 1917.
More than 100 years have passed, but from its
inception, AAA has dedicated itself to the future
of transportation through support of safe,
efficient
highways
and
a
multi-modal
transportation system that is accessible and
affordable to everyone.

News Stories from 1928

March 19 - "Amos & Andy" debuts on radio
(NBC Blue Network-WMAQ Chicago).
March 21 - Charles Lindbergh is presented the
Medal of Honor for his first Transatlantic flight.
March 28 - In California, the St. Francis Dam
north of Los Angeles fails, killing 600.
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Electrical
problems
usually can be solved
by having a proper
ground. Extra grounding
cables from the engine
to the frame may help.

T
I Richard Bronstrup
Tech Chairman
P

Blast from the Past
From our September 1960 newsletter

The Knox Berry Farm Tour
Once again that time was here - Tour Time that
is. We gathered at LJ Snows on Aug 21 at
8am. In all there were 7 Model A’s and 2
modern cars. Mrs Hoons and Mr Prince
followed in their cars.
We stopped in Corona for coffee and donuts,
which was delicious. Then off again for Knox
Berry Farm. Bill Brown was the leader, and I
must admit we all had our doubts as to where
they we leading us. We found out that Bill did
know and took us straight there with no trouble
at all. (accidental or not we’ll never know).
There was reserved parking spot waiting for us.
We all drove in and received a lot of comments
from passerby’s. We did look pretty sharp didn’t
we?
The Browns and Chennaults left soon after
arriving and went to the Long Beach Model T
Club swapmeet. They had some beautiful cars
there, and many Model A’s. Almost any kind
and part of Model A’s you could think of.
The time was passing very fast, and before we
all knew it, it was 3pm, and back to the parking
lot we all gathered, to start home. Again Bill
and Roberta were in the lead. We agreed not to
return the way we had come. We came to
some pretty hilly roads and some cars got hot
before getting to the top.
Bill had goofed up on his license plate and had
his little blue 1960 tab in front, he was stopped
by a Highway patrolman. The patrolman being
very nice, suggested he switch the license as
soon as he arrived home. He told Bill to be sure
and tell us to go off the freeway and park. It
was to dangerous for the car and children.
We were off the freeway and went through
several towns. People waved and honked at
us. I sure would like to of heard some of the
remarks that were said. Nothing but good of
course….
We arrived safely in Colton and each departed
to his own home very tired, but not forgetting
the enjoyment the day had brought us.

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Little League Regional Headquarters
6707 North Little League Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749
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he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car
during a Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in
the event. The Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be
displayed on the cars bumper until awarded to another vehicle.
Currently it is held by Joe Patrick.

The Ammeter!
by Tom Endy
The ammeter in a Model A Ford
can be a very useful tool in a
variety of situations that will signal
to the driver the car’s electrical
status.
Whenever you park a Model A and
are about to exit the car, glance at
the ammeter, the needle should be
pointing to zero. If instead it is
pointing slightly to the left it is
telling you that somewhere within
the car there is some unauthorized
current flowing that is going to
drain the battery if you leave it that
way long enough.
The cause may be the headlight or
dome light switch is turned on. It is
also possible the contacts in the
generator cutout switch have stuck
closed. Another possibility is the
brake light switch is closed due to
a weak spring in the switch. What
ever is the cause you will become
aware of it and can immediately
address the problem instead of
returning to find a dead battery.
When you first climb into the car to
go for a drive before starting the
engine press your foot on the
brake pedal while observing the
ammeter. The needle should
deflect to the left. This is telling you
that your brake light switch works
and at least one of the bulbs is not
burned out.
When you start the engine and rev
it up past idle the ammeter should
deflect some distance to the right.
This is telling you the generator
has taken over the car’s electrical
load and is also supplying charging
current to the battery. If the needle
stays at zero or deflects to the left
it is telling you the generator is not
working.

The ammeter can also be used as
a gauge to set the generator
output. This is accomplished by
moving the third brush in the
generator. Moving the brush
changes the generator output
voltage level and will determine the
amount of charging current that
flows to the battery. The procedure
is to have the engine running at an
rpm higher than idle with
everything accept the ignition
turned off. The generator is then
adjusted for a nominal 8-amp
output as registered on the right
side of the ammeter.
Eight amps is considered nominal,
but you can set it for whatever
value suits your driving needs.
In 1929 Ford
moved the black
primary wire that
runs
to
the
ignition coil from
the
passenger
side terminal of
the junction box on the firewall to
the
driver’s
side
terminal
(reference service bulletin page
390,
November
1929).
The
purpose of this change is to have
the ignition current pass through
the ammeter to provide a
diagnostic tool when starting the
engine. If for some reason the car
refuses to start while cranking it
over, observe the ammeter. The
needle should be alternately
moving from left to right past the
zero mark. This is being caused by
the ignition points opening and
closing and it is telling you the
ignition primary circuit is working
correctly and the problem is
elsewhere.
If you have replaced the generator
with a modern alternator, which

has a regulator, the ammeter will
tell you a number of things. When
you first start the car up and are
rolling down the road the ammeter
will more than likely be far to the
right side of the zero mark. This is
telling you the regulator in the
alternator has determined that the
battery needs significant charging
to replace the power that was used
by the starter to start the engine.
After some period of time the
needle will pull back to zero as the
battery regains its full charge. If the
needle remains far to the right for
an excessive period of time it may
be telling you that you may have a
defect in the battery, such as a
dead cell.
On a long trip the ammeter needle
should be sitting on zero indicating
that the battery is fully charged.
However, it may also be an
indication that the alternator is not
working. An easy check is to
momentarily turn the headlights
on. If the alternator is working
properly it will immediately pick up
the additional load. You may see
the ammeter needle flicker slightly,
but it should remain on zero. This
tells you the alternator is working.
If the needle deflects to the right
significantly and stays there it is
telling you the alternator is not
working and the battery has picked
up the additional load.
The ammeter is a great tool. The
more you pay attention to it the
more you can determine what is
going on with the electrical system.
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Model A - pparel 1931

Two‐in‐One Dresses
By Jackie

Brooks

When you are looking through catalogs while doing
research, you may find unexpected information. This
ad from the 1931 Spring & Summer Lane Bryant
catalog shows their new, versatile dress designed with
the thrifty as well as stylish woman in mind.
The ad says that the sleeves are included. It does not
say if they are attached with snaps or to be basted in
the dress. The dresses I have seen with removable
sleeves were basted in. At first glance, I thought the
sleeveless dress would have been worn in the daytime,
until I read the “May be worn” description.
The insight into what was appropriate in 1931, as
opposed to what we expect in today’s current styles, is
the unexpected information. Note that the daytime
dress is worn with a hat and the evening is shown with
a decoration in the hairstyle.

Annual Meet at Laughlin Tour

Model A parts For Sale
Pete Morgan’s estate
Call Cathy 909-589-0511
for appointment.

Thursday March 27 – Sunday March 30
Don't forget to bring your radio and Hubley car. Lunch stop at Ludlow
for a potluck, so be sure to bring something delicious.
Friday at 9am a tour to Oatman (free) is planned this year and at
1:30pm a poker run ($5 per person) which will end up with a BBQ
dinner ($15 per person) at Camp Davis on the Arizona side of the
Colorado River.
Saturday morning is People’s Choice car judging, and car games in
the parking lot of the Riverside Hotel. (free with your registration fee).
Saturday afternoon in the Starview Room of the Riverside will be the
Hurley Derby races (free). Where the big kids, as well as the little kids
get to race their scale models of the Model A cars. If you don’t have
one, not a problem, there are many extras available from other club
members. Saturday late afternoon/early evening is a people’s choice
fashion show (free) then the social and Awards Banquet ($35pp).
Reservation Forms are available on Pomona Valley website, you must
make your own meet and hotel reservations. The dead line was March
10th, so now you are late. Modern cars are always welcome as well as
trailered vehicles. Trailer parking available at the hotel.
Rooms are $39 for Thursday, $59 Friday and Saturday.

Support Our Sponsors

Barn: 28380 Highway 74, Menifee, CA 92585
Office 445 South D. Street, Perris, CA 92570
Email: info@mottemuseum.com
Museum: (951) 928-3210
Events: (951) 821-6210

Spotlight on our Sponsor
Dignity Memorial is North America's largest provider of funeral, cremation and cemetery services, and the
most trusted brand for funeral, cremation and cemetery services. Through more than 1,800 locations in
the U.S. and Canada the Dignity Memorial® network is the name families turn to for compassionate and
professional final arrangements. Dignity Memorial providers care for more than 300,000 families each
year and understand the importance of thoughtful, personalized arrangements.
When you choose a Dignity Memorial provider, you'll receive the compassionate care you expect from a
locally operated establishment along with the value you deserve from the largest network of funeral
homes and cemeteries in North America.
Offered through a network of more than 1,800 funeral, cremation and cemetery providers in the United
States and Canada, the Dignity Memorial brand is your assurance of quality, value, caring service and
exceptional customer satisfaction.
We believe creating meaningful ways to pay tribute to a loved one begins with compassion and is shaped
by the understanding that each life is truly unique. For us, there is no greater responsibility than honoring
and preserving the story of one’s life.
Pre-Planning your funeral and cemetery arrangement is recommended to protect your family on the worst
day of their lives.
ADVERTISERS SUPPORT OUR CLUB. When you BUY FROM THEM, let them know you saw their ad in the Steering Column.

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our
hobby or club. The current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and
on our website, and includes a link to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance
for a (1) year minimum advertising agreement. If renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If
you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club please visit the
‘Sponsors’ page on our website at PVMAC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

The Eating Room / Historical Glass Museum
Martha Green is
joined in her food
enterprise by her
son J.R. They are
carrying on the
tradition of great
food preparation
and presentation.

J.R.
has
been
delighting Redlands
with delicacies from
this gourmet bakery
as well as bread
and made-to-order
cakes for every
occasion since 1996

Pyrex Glass Iron used in
place of metal during WWII.
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