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On Sunday 19 Jan the new downtown fire station was host to 21 members of PVMAFC. After breakfast across the
street at Farmer Boys the group was greeted by Battalion Chief Robert ―Bob‖ Valdez, second son of our tour director,
Tom. The Downtown Fire station is a new three story, 39,000 sq. ft. building featuring three 60 ft. poles for emergency
egress from the upper floors. They are the longest poles west of the Mississippi. Fire
fighters anywhere in the building can slide down a pole to ground level in seconds
when an alarm sounds. Members of the staff gave us a demonstration.
A 1926 American Le France fire truck was on display in the Museum bay. It is
beautifully restored, operational and used in parades. The Museum also had many
antique artifacts, old photos, tools and a large chunk of
bent steel beam from one of the Twin Towers
destroyed on 9/11. The New York City fire department
awarded pieces to fire departments that sent over
$2,000 of assistance during the disaster. Personnel,
equipment and supplies from Riverside were
transported from March ARB with a rescue team,
including Bob Valdez.
John Benson questioned Bob about the radio he was
holding. It cost $5,000 and could transmit on assorted
frequencies over a radius of 10 – 15 miles.
There are 14 stations in the city, divided into two districts and all are in immediate
contact with the main dispatcher.
Someone asked about the promotion system. There are many opportunities to advance especially if you take
training programs such as ―haz mat‖, fire suppression, swift water rescue, multi-story building training and other
aspects of fire safety.
The Chief demonstrated the equipment carried aboard his ―tool box truck‖, the ladder truck. It carries everything
needed to assist his staff in fire suppression or vehicle extraction such as the jaws of life, or a twelve inch carbon
circular saw. The Chief also explained the difference between a fire crew and a paramedic crew. The latter can treat
injured or sick patients and transport them to the closest hospital, fire trucks cannot transport patients. There are five
AMR ambulances available, under contract with the city.
Dee Perez said that she had heard that it was a good idea to post a list of your
medications on your refrigerator door. The Chief agreed, it could help paramedics to
determine what medications the patient might have taken especially in the case of
elderly people (that‘s us folks) who were unconscious, it also helps to know the
patients doctor‘s name.
The staff had some work to do with one of the ladder trucks so we watched the driver
at the rear negotiate a tight turn into the alley behind the station and then we saw the
ladder extended. The operator at the rear communicates by radio with the driver. The
truck we saw was a 1994 model, due for replacement in the near future.
A question was asked, ―What happens to old units, are they sold or auctioned off?‖
The Chief replied ―Some times they are disposed that way but we also donate them
to needy cities, one recently went to our sister city in Mexico‖. Moving to another bay in the Station the chief showed
the group the readiness position of personal equipment. Boots placed inside turnouts ready to be jumped into for
―quick dress‖ and a speedy departure from the station.
We were given a complete tour of a ladder truck and realized why firemen refer to them as ―tool boxes‖. The Chief
opened side compartments to show and explain the use of equipment such as smoke masks, air tanks, jaws of life,
spreaders, generators, flat rubber bags for use in lifting turned over cars, walls, debris etc. He demonstrated the
extraction of ladders and pole hooks from the truck used to knock holes in roofs and ceilings to ventilate buildings
before the crews enter. He also explained the use of portable safety equipment such as saws, fans and lights. You
name it, they have it on their ladder trucks, or on another response truck.
Chief ―Bob‖ reminded the group that fire safety should be a priority for all ages and all homes. Dee Perez asked
what the numbers inside a diamond attached to a storage shed or vehicle meant. ―That tells the firemen what sort of
chemicals are stored inside, what kind of fire they are combatting, ―1‖ being the least dangerous and ―4‖ the most

President’s Message
Welcome to the Year of the Horse.
The end of January welcomed in the year
of the Horse. Whenever asked, most
members would answer that our Model A's
have forty horses. Maybe someone should
explain that at one of the meeting.

February

Tom Valdez took us on a Tour of the new
Riverside Fire House. We were treated
very well by our Firemen tour guides. We
toured three stories, and saw were they
ate, relaxed, and where they played. The
highlight was when they demonstrated how
the Hook and Latter truck operated. The
Firemen also did a test run and used the
three story Fire Pole to get to their Fire
Trucks. Some of our members wanted to
try but that was not allowed. Check out the
pictures on the web site.

14 - Valentine‘s Day

On the 16th join us for Brunch and the
Glass Museum, we'll have a great time.

Ron Blackwell
President

4 - Board Meeting @ 7pm
8 - Lincoln Shrine Boy Scout Parade
11 - General Meeting @ 7pm

16 - TYHTB @ 10am
21~23 - BIG 3 Auto Parts Exchange
25 - Tech Session @ 7pm

March
4 - Board Meeting @ 7pm
8 - Tech Seminar - Safety Day
9 - Daylight Saving Time Begins
11 - General Meeting @ 7pm
15 - TYHTB @10am
22 - Norton Museum Anniversary Celebration
27~30 - Annual Meet at Laughlin Tour
29 - Highland Citrus Harvest Festival

April
1 - Board Meeting @ 7pm
4~6 - CCRG Jamboree
8 - General Meeting @ 7pm
12~13 - San Bernardino Railroad Days
19 - Hubley Tune-up Day
26 - Motte Historical Museum
27 - OCMAFC Pancake Breakfast
Rely on the Website for the most current information
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President Ron Blackwell called the meeting to order at 7.00pm, followed by the Flag Salute.
Guests – Ron introduced our guests for the evening, Lennie and his wife Robin. Lennie had brought a treat
to show Club Members, the DeLorean used in ―Back to the Future‖. He gave us a brief history of John
DeLorean‘s career and the DeLoren Motor Company that he founded before we followed him outside to see
the car. In the company‘s hay day in 1982 they manufactured 80 cars a day, with an overall total of 9,000.
Around 6500 are still running today.
President - Ron Blackwell acknowledged the January birthdays, and anniversaries. Ron thanked Karolina
and everyone who helped make the Christmas Party a big success. The Club needs a new chairperson to
organize this year‘s Christmas Party and a Parades person to take over from Don Alford.
Betty needs more volunteers for refreshments.
Club dues are now due for this year, see Sheri.
Ron has four free memberships to MAFCA.
The Steering Column will soon be available on our website. This will help cut costs, we are currently paying
$1,000 for printing and $1,400 for postage per year.
Ray Williams will not be able to fulfill the duties of Vice President for this year, Richard Bronstrop has agreed
to take the job.
Rudy announced the sad passing away of Mel Brooks. Mel used to make brake drums for Model As, his son
Randy will continue the business.
New Years Day Rudy had invited our Club to join the Temecula and Palomar Clubs for a trip to see Tom and
Hanna‘s collection of antique cars in Escondido followed by lunch at the Pala Casino. A good time was had
by all.
Secretary – Monica Dirac. Minutes from the previous meeting were read and approved as printed in the
Steering Column.
Treasurer’s Report – Sheri Racobs is still waiting for receipts from last year before she can close the books
for 2013.
Tours – Tom Valdez – January 19th New Fire Station in downtown Riverside. Meet across the street at
Farmer Boys at 8.30am for TYHTB.
Take Your Honey To Brunch - Feb 16th Eating Room in Redlands, followed by a visit to the Glass Museum
to see its collection
of bud vases for cars. Fee $3.00/person.
March 15th – Claremont, breakfast TBA, followed by a tour of Rancho Santa Anna Botanic Gardens.
The Gardens will provide a 15 seat van to tour the 20 acres at a cost of $10/person.
Tech – thRichard Bronstrop. There will not be a tech session in January.
Feb. 18 At Richard‘s house, Steering columns, not easy to fix!
Swap Meet Report – John Benson. This year‘s Flyers have been printed in lime green, not to be confused
with flyers from the Model T Club! Please pass them out to attract customers.
Sunshine – Bobbie Whipple – Bobbie sent a Get Well card to Tom Valdez after his eye surgery, a sympathy
card to Jeanine Buchanan, her sister passed away and a Get Well card to Cal Knauer after his surgery.
Parades - We need a new Chairperson. The Redlands Lincoln Parade is coming up in February.
Laughlin end of March and CCRG in April.
Membership – Edna Blackwell. We have two new members David and Mary Serrano from Moreno Valley.
Please check your entry in the new roster before Edna sends it to the printers.
Old New Business - Don Kirtley will be ordering new jackets and hats. The larger the order of jackets the
better the price. We still have some visors left.
Business cards and pamphlets are still available.
Connie has the new badges.
Judy Spurlin has agreed to chair the Christmas Party.
Ron thanked the ―Time Travelers‖, Lennie and Robin for showing us their DeLorean. He also thanked for
refreshments.
Adjourn Meeting was adjourned at 8.41pm.

Blast from the Past
From our August 1960 newsletter

Officers

The Antique Car an Winery Tour

President - Ron Blackwell
Vice President - Richard Bronstrup
Treasurer - Sheri Racobs
Secretary - Monica Dirac

Board Members
Member-at-Large - Earl Aceves
Member-at-Large - Ron Buchanan
Member-at-Large - Larry Whipple

Committee Directors
Historian - Edna Blackwell
Holiday/Installation Dinner - Edna Blackwell
MAFCA Rep - Ron Buchanan

Roland Hoons reported that 11 cars left L.J. Snow at
10am for the museum. At the museum they met 4
Model A‘s from the Restorers Club. I understand that
this (Restorers) Club had made several trips to the
museum and that is the reason only 4 cars came.
Several went through the museum and seeing the old
beauties.
They left and went to the California Winery. Something
was mentioned about being weighed and that Hank
checked out at an even 200 pounds - (solid muscle that
is). After many laughs and no wine, they toured on to
the Upland Park and ate and ate and ate home made
ice cream.
Bill Hendricks was in the lead, but something happened
to that swinging pedal of his. He claims it could of
happened to anyone — could be !!!!!!
They left to come home around 3pm and guess who got
lost! That‘s right Irene, we are still waiting for that
compass. Every one had a good time, only wish more
could have enjoyed.

News Stories from 1928

Membership - Edna Blackwell
Parades - VACANT
Phone / E-Mail - Michael Kaminski
Photographer - Ron Blackwell

February 11~19 – The 1928 Winter Olympics are held
in St. Moritz, Switzerland, the first as a separate event.
Sonja Henie of Norway wins her first gold medal in
women's figure skating.
February 25 – Charles Jenkins Laboratories of
Washington, D.C., becomes the first holder of a
television license from the Federal Radio Commission.

Raffles - John Benson
Refreshments - Betty Spawton
Sunshine - Bobbie Whipple

Insurance is required if you
plan on driving your Model A
in California. DMV will rescind your registration if you
do not have your car insured.
Make sure to keep a copy in
your car with your current
T registration.
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Swap Meet - John Benson
Tech - Richard Bronstrup
TYHTB - Dee Perez
Tour Coordinator - Tom Valdez
Webmaster / Editor - Michael Kaminski

I
Richard Bronstrup
P Tech Chairman

Monthly meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December which are at a different place and time)
Little League Regional Headquarters
6707 North Little League Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92407-1749
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16 Feb - TYHTB / Historical Glass Museum
10am at The Eating Place 107 E Citrus Ave Redlands
Park in the public lot or in the Redlands City Hall lot.
After brunch we will tour the
Historical Glass Museum 1157 Orange St, Redlands

25 Feb - Tech Session on Steering Columns DVD
7pm at the Bronstrup house

8 Mar - Tech Session / Safety Day
Jeff Holmes 8087 Schaefer Ave. Ontario
There is a potluck and help is needed to get Goodie Bags ready for the Annual Meet
in Laughlin. Bring your tune-up supplies and your chairs.

15 Mar - TYHTB / Rancho Santa Ana Botanical Garden
Leaving SB Santa Fe Train Depot at 8am for Denny‘s 825 W Foothill Blvd, Upland
$10 for Botanical Garden entrance and tram ride. 1500 N College Ave Claremont

22 Mar - Norton Museum Anniversary Celebration
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11am - 2pm Meet at museum for the celebration. Cars are needed.

27~30 Mar - Annual Meet at Laughlin Tour
29 Mar - Highland Citrus Harvest Festival
12~13 Apr - San Bernardino Railroad Days
Santa Fe Depot 1170 W 3rd Street, San Bernardino.
Starts: 10am We are needed for both days, but individual
days can be arranged for those who can‘t be available
for the entire weekend.

19 Apr - Tech Session / Hubley Tune-up
7pm at the Bronstrup House. Bring your car or just show
up for a good time.

26 Apr - Motte Historical Museum Car Show
28380 Highway 74, Menifee
SB group leaving 8am from Redlands McDonalds.
Riverside group leaves 8am

27 Apr - OCMAFC Pancake Breakfast

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club (PVMAFC), was founded in 1960, and serves the Model A Ford
hobbyists in the Inland Empire area of Southern California. PVMAFC is a chapter of the Model A Ford
Club of America (MAFCA), is a non-profit organization whose purpose is to serve as a medium of
exchange of ideas, information and parts for enthusiasts of the Model A Ford, to aid members and other
enthusiasts in their efforts to restore and preserve the car in its original likeness. The Steering Column
is the newsletter of the PVMAFC, published monthly. The organization disclaims any liability for the
technical information provided herein. The material published is the opinions of the authors and not
those of the organization. We invite all those interested in the Model A Ford to join us. Ownership of a
Model A Ford is not required. Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter. Material in the
Steering Column may be used in other publications provided credit is given for the source.
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Fun Fashions for Fellas
By Pegge Blinco

With the hope of urging our gentlemen into fashions of our era, I offer suggestions for
doable clothing – off the rack – simple, easy and uncomplicated. One of the best items
a fella should have in his closet should be a light, putty-colored Docker pant or light
colored washable linen slack. Add a white or pin-striped long sleeve shirt, a four-inhand tie or bow tie – or no tie,
suspenders or belt. For
footwear, saddle shoes, two-toned wing tips or cap toes, light
colored canvas shoes with rubber soles or buckskins … but NEVER
athletic shoes!!
A driving cap or straw boater completes the outfit. When the weather
got warm, sleeves were rolled to and above the elbows, as short
sleeves did not exist on men‘s shirts until late 1931.
To kick this up a notch, use the same light slacks and shirt, unroll the sleeves, add a blazer,
preferably dark colored, single or double breasted, a bow tie, or four-in-hand tie – lengths short
– 45‖, same shoes, straw boater or Panama hat, and he‘s suitably dressed for lunch or afternoon party.
We are all familiar with the sports attire of knickers or plus fours, generally used for golfing,
hiking and/or motoring. The home seamstress can create a pair by cutting 13-14‖ off wide
trouser pants. This will allow for enough blouse to be 4‖ below the knee when finished. If this
doesn‘t work for you, contact www.tbarryknickers.com.
To complete this very sporty look, add a great cable or plain-knit V-neck
sweater, and don‘t forget the collared shirt, bow tie if you like, and driving cap, if
needed.
A very easy formal look could be the ever-popular and never out of style tuxedo.
Consider a trip to your local tuxedo rental shop, and find out when they have
their annual purging of rented tuxes. The reduced-to-clear prices are great – just
as great to have one on hand for weddings, New Years, costumes – whatever.
Your tuxedo will require a winged collar shirt (also from the rental shop
sale) a black bow tie, a Homburg hat, tall hat or derby, black highly
polished shoes, and black socks. For extra splash, add a cane, white
gloves and maybe a white silk scarf with fringed ends. Be aware: don‘t
wear hats that are too small; they shouldn‘t sit on top of your head like
a peanut! Another ―dress‖ option you may like to consider: a white
dinner jacket from the tuxedo rental shop for summer wear – with the
same tux trousers or nice black slacks; add a cummerbund, the black
shoes and socks. Really study the photographs and pictures; they tell
us so much. Fun Fashions are not just fun to wear but rewarding. You
have now completed the ―look of the era‖, enhanced by your beautiful
car. A special ―thank you‖ to Winnie Colwell for the use of pictures from
her booklet ―Men‘s Era Fashions for 1928 1929 1930 1931.‖

T

he Hard Luck 'Bone Award' is given to a non-operable car
during a Club event - even if it is repaired and continues in the
event. The Bone is given in good "fun" and is to be displayed
on the cars bumper until awarded to another vehicle. Currently it is
held by Joe Patrick.
Oil
The Model A Ford uses Society of
Automobile Engineers (SAE) 30 ND
(non detergent) oil. It is pretty much
standard for old cars because they
don't have oil filters per se, just
screens. If you choose to use a detergent oil, expect issues due to the fact
that all the crud in the motor will
probably clog the screen.
Old oil had lots of ZDDP (Zinc dialkyldithiophosphates) because it is such
a great lubricant. However, it slowly
wrecks catalytic converters on new
cars, so modern oil has much less.
Using modern oil with low ZDDP can
slowly damage the engine, so make
sure you choose an oil with a decent
concentration of ZDDP (say >1500
ppm). Sometimes this isn't possible so
you have to buy a third-party additive
package which will boost the ZDDP
levels.
What you want:
- Straight 30 weight oil (SAE 30)
- Rated no higher than SJ (SC is lower,
SM is higher) Note: API intentionally
omitted “SI” and “SK” from the
sequence.
- Detergent Oil (to get rid of sludge)
- Diesel Oils rated no higher than CI-4
(CJ-4 is higher)
- ZDDP additive (zinc & phosphorous
for anti-wear, oils rated higher than
SJ or CI-4 do not have enough ZDDP)
- Shell's Rotella oil for diesel engines
which has the zinc additive
i.e. - Shell Rotella SAE 30 CF-2, CF
i.e. - SuperTech SAE 30 CF2, CF, SJ


STP Oil Treatment



This has the needed ZDDP that
should be used with SA

What you DON’T want:

American Petroleum Institute (API)

- SA - NO TESTING is required and it
can be applied ONLY to PURE
petroleum oil with NOTHING ELSE IN
IT.

Oil Ratings -

i.e. - Accel SA Non-detergent
- SB - Oil that had some corrosion
inhibitors.
- SM or SN - higher than the preferred
maximum rating of SJ that is wanted
for the Model A
i.e. - Super Tech SAE 30 SN, SM
i.e. - Valvoline SAE 30 SN, SM
- Multi-Viscosity
- Synthetics
- Non-detergent
- Diesel Oil rated CJ-4 and higher
- Oil without an API rating donut,
unless it has all the properties in the
above Want List
There is however ONE big advantage
to API SA motor oil, it is 100%
bio-degradable, so if you have one of
those per-1930’s car that burn and
leak motor oil quicker than you can
pour it in, you do have a good
environmental excuse for using it.
In 2003 California finally did
something about the API SA Motor
Oil, not because of the damage it
may do to consumer's vehicles in California, but because those damaged
vehicle engines may pollute the Air.
Reprint article from: LUBE REPORT
July 9, 2003
http://www.synlube.com/LUBEREPO
RT_CA_SA_SB.htm

h t t p : / / w w w . a p i c j 4.org/EngineOilGuide2006.pdf
The Society of Automotive Engineers
(SAE) has established a numerical
code system for grading motor oils
ac co r din g to t hei r vis cosi ty
characteristics. SAE viscosity grading's
include the following, from low to
high viscosity: 0, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30,
40, 50 or 60. The numbers 0, 5, 10,
15 and 25 are suffixed with the letter
W, designating their "winter" (not
"weight") or cold-start viscosity, at
lower temperature. The number 20
comes with or without a W,
depending on whether it is being
used to denote a cold or hot viscosity
grade.
Single-grade engine oil, as defined by
SAE, has established eleven viscosity
grades, of which six are considered
Winter-grades and given a W
designation. The 11 viscosity grades
are 0W, 5W, 10W, 15W, 20W, 25W,
20, 30, 40, 50, and 60. These
numbers are often referred to as the
'weight' of a motor oil; and
single-grade motor oils are often
called "straight-weight" oils.

Support Our Sponsors

Barn: 28380 Highway 74, Menifee, CA 92585
Office 445 South D. Street, Perris, CA 92570
Email: info@mottemuseum.com
Museum: (951) 928-3210
Events: (951) 821-6210

Spotlight on our Sponsor
The Motte Family is one of the oldest pioneering families in the Perris Valley, immigrating to America in the
late 1880‘s from Gap, France. In the 1930's John Victor (eldest son of Alphonse Motte) took on his two
brothers, Frank and Charles, as business partners. They called their business the "Motte Brothers". The
Motte‘s became an active family within the valley, concentrating on crops. Their farms spread over parts of
Perris, Romoland, Nuevo, and Lakeview.
By the 1960's John Victor established his own farming operation with his two sons, Leon and John, naming it
Motte and Sons. A decision was made for the family corporation to also become active in real estate and
development opportunities.
In 1951 John Victor Motte bought a Chevrolet Touring for $15, and restored the car in the late 1970's. That
Chevrolet was the car that began the private collection, and fueled the Motte Brothers desire to restore
antique automobiles.
John and Evelyn Motte privately founded the Museum through their estate. Their aspirations were to
showcase the history of the pioneer families who first settled in the valley, their antique car collection, and
document the area's agricultural roots. The Museum commemorates how the valley has grown and changed,
in hopes to encourage the community to continually preserve, teach, and educate others about our local
history. The 1926 Chevrolet Touring is currently on display at the Museum, and the preservation of the rest
of the restored automobiles continues today.
ADVERTISERS SUPPORT OUR CLUB. When you BUY FROM THEM, let them know you saw their ad in the Steering Column.

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club accepts advertisements from all businesses related to our hobby
or club. The current rate is $35 per year. This includes your business card in this newsletter and on our
website, and includes a link to your website if available. Sponsorship fee is payable in advance for a (1)
year minimum advertising agreement. If renewal fee is not received, ad will be cancelled. If you are
interested in becoming a sponsor of the Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club please visit the ‗Sponsors‘
page on our website at PVMAC.org and see the section on sponsorship.

Dave Bonham has been named interim director
for the Little League Western
Region Headquarters. Dave has
been with Little League Baseball
for 18 years and previously held
the title of Assistant Director of
facilities.

Birthdays

Thank you ―Time Travelers‖ Lennie and
Robin for showing us your DeLorean.

8

43

Sunshine Report
Larry Whipple has been under the weather.

3 - Marilyn Bauer
8 - Tom Spurlin
12 - Lolly Campos
13 - Carol Jackson
15 - Jeanene Buchanan
17 - Phyllis Bennett
22 - Barbara Yost

Anniversaries
7 - Achey, Ira & Barbara
14 - Bruns, Rick & Diane
14 - Sandefur, Mark & Julie

Meet our new members

David and Mary Serrano
Burnadette Button

The Paradise Valley Model A Ford Club is a chartered club affiliated with the national
organization, Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA). The PVMAFC is dedicated to
perpetuating the memories of early automobiles by encouraging their history, collection
and use. Our Chapter is committed to supporting the community through active
participation in a variety of activities. PVMAFC encourages its members to also join MAFCA.

It started out as a
cloudy morning, with 5
cars at the Redlands
Lincoln parade.

Mr & Mrs Lincoln to be
driven by our club at
the Lincoln parade.

Decorations on everything

The sun came out by the
time the parade started.

Decorated and ready
to go for the spectators
to enjoy.
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Our very own Mr Lincoln.

But each of our cars
have forty horsepower.

A

F o r d

C l u b

